Current Guidance Happenings

Important Term Dates

Grades close on Thursday, January 16th for Term 2/Semester 1.

Reports cards will be distributed on 1/30/25 during Bulldog Block.

Job Corps Info Session - January 14th
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On January 14th, a representative from the Job Corps will be here during
Bulldog Block for an information session. Job Corps is a free program offered
to young adults ages 16-24. Job Corps is a residential trade program where
students live for free in a Job Corps center. Students can earn a trade
certification, their high school diploma, driver's license, and more. The
program is completely free as long as students meet all eligibility

requirements. Please sign up with your mentor.
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The SouthCoast Community Foundation will award more than 100 local
scholarships totaling over $800,000 in 2025, and the online application is now
open! Students complete just one application — no FAFSA (Free Application for
Student Aid) is required — and applicants are automatically matched with all
eligible scholarship opportunities.

Deadline to apply is January 21st. Read more about scholarship opportunities
and apply.

Please register for the upcoming scholarship info session, where questions will
be answered about the application process:

- Tuesday, January 14th - Q&A Drop-In Session - 5:00 - 6:30 pm (click to
register)

EDUCATION FOR ENPLOYMENT

Interested in learning more about MTTI?

Join them at their Open House on January 15th. Tour shops and classrooms, speak
with instructors, learn about financial aid and more! For more information or questions
about the Open House, call: 508-336-6611 or email info@mtti.edu
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On the Spot Admissions at ORRHS - January 16th, 23rd, & 24th

For Seniors who are interested in applying to BCC, UMASS Dartmouth, and Southern New Hampshire University,
please save the following dates for On the Spot Admissions opportunities.

e BCC - Thursday, January 16
e UMass Dartmouth - Thursday, January 23
e SNHU - Friday, January 24

Senior students will have the opportunity to meet with college representatives individually, receive a same-day
admission decision, and have the application fee waived. To take advantage of these opportunities, interested
students must contact their guidance counselors to sign up.

In-Person FAFSA Support Night - January 22nd

Join us at our in person FAFSA night at ORRHS with Beth Connelly Silva from Seven Hills on Wednesday, January
22nd at 6 pm. Please RSVP HERE if you plan on attending.

Can’t make it to our in person night? Students and families who need assistance completing the FAFSA are
invited to free, virtual FAFSA Festivals that MEFA is hosting now through February. Log in anytime during the
two-hour event to be placed in a breakout room with a financial aid expert who will answer questions and
provide one-on-one assistance in completing the FAFSA. Register for an event now so that MEFA knows when to
expect people. Additional resources are available at www.mass.gov/financialaid.

The Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) is now available for students who will be in college during
the 2025-26 academic year. Visit fafsa.gov to complete the online financial aid application used by the vast
majority of U.S. colleges. A few days before completing the FAFSA, both the student and parent will need to set
up a Federal Student Aid account username and password (this account is sometimes called a Federal Student
Aid ID). Visit studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account to do so.

MassArt - On the Spot Virtual Admissions Event - January 30th

MassArt Admissions is thrilled to invite students who may be interested in
MASSART pursuing their creative passions to their upcoming Virtual On The Spot
Admissions Event for first-time college applicants. This unique event offers
students the opportunity to receive a day-of conditional admissions decision
for Fall 2025 after a one-on-one meeting with an Admissions Counselor.

Event Details:

e When: Thursday, January 30th, 2:30-5:00 PM EST
e Where: Virtual (details provided upon registration)

At this event, students will: Present their portfolio (15-20 pieces) for review, share a copy of their high school
transcripts (unofficial copies are acceptable), receive personalized feedback and a conditional admissions
decision on the spot, enjoy the benefit of an application fee waiver for attending! Important Note: Students
must have their portfolio and transcript ready at the time of the appointment for an admissions decision to be
made. Decisions are conditional, and students will still need to complete their application through the Common
App, including submitting official documents, for a final decision. For those not admitted during the event, we’ll
provide constructive feedback and guidance to strengthen their application.

Register here: On the Spot MassArt
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Attention Sophomores

Last week, counselors began meeting with groups of sophomores to discuss Career Exploration. Meetings are
taking place in the guidance conference room during study halls and last approximately 50 minutes. Please
bring a writing utensil and a chromebook as students will be completing a Personality/Career Interest Inventory.
Students should continually check e-hallpass for meeting times.

Scholarships

You can find AVAILABLE SCHOLARSHIPS in the Guidance Office and also on the Guidance website. Visit the
guidance page on the school website and click on Scholarship Information on the right side of the page.
Scholarships are updated often, so check back regularly.
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SEL Tip of the Week

As the semester ends, it’s easy to feel overwhelmed by the pressure of grades and final assignments, but it’s
important to remember that your worth isn’t defined by a report card. Focus on what you’ve learned and how
you’ve grown, rather than striving for perfection. Remember to balance work with self-care—take breaks when
needed, get enough sleep, and lean on your support systems if you’re feeling stressed. You’ve worked hard—be
proud of that!
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