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Program-at-a-Glance
• Doctorate in Education (Ed.D.), Educational Leadership emphasis

• Requires 60 units
• A 9-to-10 semester program

• Tuition is currently $7,595 per semester 
• Student loans are typical form of financial aid utilized
• Other options can be pursued through SDSU Financial Aid once you 

have applied to program

• Courses begin mid-May, and typically meet once a week (e.g., Tuesdays), 
from 4:30-8:00 PM, with the occasional Saturday seminar; other 
arrangements occasionally happen

Note: In cases of conflicting information, the SDSU Catalog requirements in year of entry will prevail.



What Your Journey Might 
Look Like

Dissertation work is integrated 
from first semester, and 
requires scholarly research 
culminating in a significant 
publication

Note: In cases of conflicting information, the SDSU Catalog requirements in year of entry will prevail.



What Your Journey Might 
Look Like

Dissertation work is integrated 
from first semester, and 
requires scholarly research 
culminating in a significant 
publication

Year 1: Methods classes 
coupled with classes focused 
on dissertation chapter 
development

Typically, courses meet for 3-4 
hours every 2 weeks (varies by 
course content and instructor), 
resulting in one class meeting 
per week across all 
coursework in a given 
semester

Note: In cases of conflicting information, the SDSU Catalog requirements in year of entry will prevail.



What Your Journey Might 
Look Like

Dissertation work is integrated 
from first semester, and 
requires scholarly research 
culminating in a significant 
publication

Year 2-3: Coursework 
dedicated to dissertation, 
working with your Chair and 
Committee

Note: In cases of conflicting information, the SDSU Catalog requirements in year of entry will prevail.



What Your Journey Might 
Look Like

Your finish is predicated on 
hitting each dissertation 
milestone; know that 
dissertation progress varies … 
quality, not timeline, drives 
forward progress—every 
student is unique

Note: In cases of conflicting information, the SDSU Catalog requirements in year of entry will prevail.



Forms Your Dissertation Might Take

• Traditional Research Study: Investigates 
some hypothesis or phenomenon.

• Program Evaluation: Conducts an evaluation 
of a program or product, typically to 
determine efficacy and improve use.

Available, but not advised on reduced timeline

• Three Article with Reflection: Author three 
articles submitted for publication, along with 
a reflection tying the three articles together.

• Book: Author a book for publication.

• Problem of Practice: Closely investigate a 
problem of practice, collecting data and 
making recommendations for resolution.

Note: In cases of conflicting information, the SDSU Catalog requirements in year of entry will prevail.



Additional Information & 
Application

https://education2.sdsu.edu/e
dl/programs-of-study/dr-edd-e
dl-pk-12

Application
• Deadline: February 1, 2025

• Two apps:
• CSU Application
• Department Application

• Requires transcripts from all 
universities attended, unless 
already on file with SDSU 
(including Master’s degree)

• GRE is no longer required



Program Contacts

Dalia Corrigan
• Program Coordinator
• All things application and admission related
• cdalia@sdsu.edu

Greg Ottinger II, Ed.D.
• Ed.D. Program Co-Director
• General program-related questions or concerns
• gottinger@sdsu.edu

Jim Marshall, Ph.D.
• Senior Ed.D. Program Director
• marshall@sdsu.edu


