
OUR MISSION IS TO CREATE A DIVERSE SCHOOL COMMUNITY OF LIFELONG
LEARNERS THROUGH AN ENGAGING AND CHALLENGING PROGRAM THAT

FOSTERS A CULTURE OF CARING, COLLABORATION, ACTION LEARNING AND
RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE ENVIRONMENT.

Strawberry Hill Families:

I hope everyone had a restful and pleasant Holiday
break.  I had a great break, hanging out locally with family
celebrating and having too many good treats.   I’m
excited for what 2025 has in store for us.  In the coming
weeks we are adding and finalizing many of our events
on our school calendar.  Please continue to check our
communications and review the calendar for important
events.  This week we had our first rounds of the
Strawberry Hill Spelling Bee narrowing down our
participants to 17 finalists!  I also have been going
around school asking students a reflection question so
we could here more from our students and teachers!

 

strawberryhillschool.org       200 Strawberry Hill Ave.  Stamford, CT 06902      

THE PIONEER REPORT
Jan 10  2025STRAWBERRY

HILL

Principal’s Orbit

Our Mission

Pioneer
Reflection Qs

https://youtu.be/9Q9WvaZ7pX4?si=RNsRmZDJY0og23ET
https://www.strawberryhillschool.org/
https://youtu.be/9Q9WvaZ7pX4?si=RNsRmZDJY0og23ET
https://youtu.be/9Q9WvaZ7pX4?si=RNsRmZDJY0og23ET


Superintendent’s 
Weekly Message

Strawberry Hill Families:

Please read this important message on our upcoming
safety drill.  As you may know, in compliance with the
state, we conduct a safety drill once a month.  The drill can
be a fire drill, a shelter-in-place, lock-down, or an
evacuation drill.  Typically when we conduct more
sensitive drills like a lockdown, or an evacuation drill, we
notify everyone ahead of time.

A friendly reminder about dress code, in particular shoes. 
All student shoes must have a heel enclosure. That means
a YES for Crocs and Uggz,but a no for “slides” and slippers.
It becomes a safety issue, especially in our stairwells.
Generally when students have PE or are in recess outside,
it is best to wear traditional sneakers.
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Superintendent’s 
Weekly Message

Strawberry Hill Families:

As we continue to work together to ensure a safe and smooth
dismissal process for all our students, I want to take a moment to
thank you for your cooperation and support. At Strawberry Hill,
our priority is not only the safety of your children but also
maintaining positive relationships with our surrounding
community.

It has come to our attention that during dismissal, some vehicles
are inadvertently blocking the driveways of residents along
Strawberry Hill Avenue and Hacket Circle. While we understand
that dismissal can be a busy time, we kindly ask for your help in
respecting our neighbors by refraining from parking or idling in
front of driveways.

To ensure a safe and efficient dismissal process, please review
and adhere to the following reminders:

Follow the Designated Pick-Up Procedures: Use the school’s
designated drop-off and pick-up zones as directed by staff.

1.

Avoid Blocking Driveways: Be mindful of local residents by
ensuring your vehicle is not obstructing access to their
homes.

2.

Be Prompt and Patient: Arrive at your assigned time and
follow staff directions to maintain a steady flow of traffic.

3.

We believe that with your cooperation, we can make dismissal
smoother for everyone while being respectful to our neighbors.  
Thank you for your understanding and partnership. 

Frank Rodriguez
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Dear Families,
We want to congratulate all of the spellers that competed in the PYP and MYP
First Round Spelling Bees this week! Nearly all of our participants spelled words
correctly above their grade level, with many extending years beyond!  We
started with almost 100 students and narrowed it down to the top eight PYP
spellers after seven rounds and top nine MYP spellers after ten rounds! 

We understand that it can be hard when a student spells a word incorrectly and
cannot move forward in the competition. It’s often said that the Spelling Bee is
where preparation meets luck, and we hope this can be an important lesson in
their educational journey! We would love to see our students continue to
develop their curiosity about words and we would be thrilled to see students
come back year after year to participate in our Strawberry Hill Spelling Bee!
Dedication to learning the correct spelling of words increases vocabulary and
will help not only in this type of competition, but throughout life. Participation
helps students set goals, build confidence, gain public speaking experience, and
practice poise under pressure – all skills that will help in future endeavors, both
in school and beyond!

We congratulate the nearly 100 students who participated for taking a risk!
There were some tears, and there was some disappointment, but the students
supported each other which was so encouraging to see! 

Let’s all join together in celebrating the 17 students who will move on to the
School Spelling Bee on January 28!  As always, we are so proud of our Pioneers!

Stay sharp and spell on!
Mrs. Kinahan and Mrs. Wilcox
Pronouncer and Head Judge

GREAT THINGS ARE
HAPPENING AT
STRAWBERRY HILL



GREAT THINGS ARE
HAPPENING AT
STRAWBERRY HILL

PYP Finalists MYP Finalists

Karson Heyliger - 2nd Grade
Timur Yamilov - 2nd Grade

Isabella Andrade - 3rd Grade
Luca Lombardo - 4th Grade
Lev Lunyakov - 4th Grade

Loukas Nijmeijer - 4th Grade
Gargi Prabrekar - 4th Grade

Archi Patel - 4th Grade
Saesha Gianchandani - 5th Grade

Sofia Mereshchak - 6th Grade
Adaobi Obidike - 6th Grade

Atiksh Sivasubramanian - 6th Grade
Hazel Horta - 7th Grade
Jiya Patel - 7th Grade

Gargi Bagwe - 8th Grade
Brayden Daunais - 8th Grade

Kaiden Jack - 8th Grade



YEAR BOOK CLUB  GRADES 5 TO 8
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Announcement of the ROSCCO Afterschool Middle School Program (RAMP)

We are extending a second wave of registration for any student in the 4th
through 8th grade to register for the state-funded 21st Century ROSCCO

middle school afterschool program here at Strawberry Hill. There are about
30 remaining slots left, and students will be registered on a first come, first

served basis. 

The program will take place from 3:30 to 5:30 PM, Mondays, Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, and Thursdays. The first session will be from February 3rd to

March 28th, and the second session will be from April first through June 6th.
You may sign up for one or both sessions. 

Following a healthy snack, programming will consist of academic enrichment
activities in language arts and math in the first hour, followed by fun

recreational activities in the arts, STEM, and sports in the second hour.
Transportation home at 5:30 for students living in Stamford will be provided,
if needed. Please be aware that students should commit to participating all

four days of the week during the registered sessions. 

Please use the following link to register your child for the program by Friday,
January

17th: https://forms.gle/BGyYYsjbxEwghBs17

Once registered, ROSCCO will be reaching out to you in the next few weeks
for students to select their activities. Feel free to reach out to our school’s

MTSS, Doug Fetchin, at dfetchin@stamfordpublicschools.org if you have any
additional questions.

News from Roscco
Nita M. Lowey 21st Century After School Grant
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Main Office: 203-977-6600     Fax 203-977-6607
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Our Story
In 1964, New Canaan Country School Headmaster George Stevens had the bold idea, in an uncertain time in history, to make good use of the summer months and open the empty campus of the Country School to under-resourced students. He created the Horizons program to inspire students through hands-on, project-based academic experiences, and by making a long-term commitment to every child. He created a summer community where less privileged children felt they belonged, and that enriched its students by providing meaningful academic support and cultural experiences.

mroiggovea@stamfordps.org
phone: 203 977 5825

Dear Parents:

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

As we celebrate the joy of Christmas,
may your heart be filled with peace, love,
and the warmth of family and friends.
May this holiday season bring you
moments of happiness and gratitude.

As we step into the New Year, I wish you a
year filled with hope, new beginnings,
and endless possibilities. May you find
success, health, and joy in every step of
your journey. Here’s to a bright and
beautiful year ahead!

Cheers to love, laughter, and all the
blessings that await!

Mirel Roig Govea

Link of addicionals
Resources

 Kids in crisis
Building one community
Roscco
Person to Person
Filling in the Blanks
Husky
Snap
Cradle to Career

Parent Facilitator
ENGLISHENGLISHENGLISH

Meals Registration FormMeals Registration FormMeals Registration Form

Your paragraph text

Your paragraph text

IMPORTANT NEWSIMPORTANT NEWSIMPORTANT NEWS   

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdhHI2ASgX4zZeyj9vD-mWcfN7_3i1j9QrmebFvGQDgTZ0tqw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdhHI2ASgX4zZeyj9vD-mWcfN7_3i1j9QrmebFvGQDgTZ0tqw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdjpHNHaVmoAO8FgQgYEprU0Cc222FtFZsV6XrxnZXhxCPZYA/viewform
https://www.kidsincrisis.org/
https://b1c.org/
https://www.roscco.org/
https://p2phelps.org/
https://www.fillingintheblanks.org/
https://portal.ct.gov/husky
https://portal.ct.gov/dss/snap/supplemental-nutrition-assistance-program---snap
https://stamfordcradletocareer.org/
https://www.unitedwaycwc.org/sites/uwwesternct_new/files/_UWWC/files-pdfs/2024/Stamford%20Food%20Guide_Jul24_Eng.pdf
https://fillingintheblanks.my.site.com/FIBRegistration/s/?language=en_US
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdjpHNHaVmoAO8FgQgYEprU0Cc222FtFZsV6XrxnZXhxCPZYA/viewform


NUESTRA MISIÓN ES CREAR UNA COMUNIDAD ESCOLAR DIVERSA DE
ESTUDIANTES DE POR VIDA A TRAVÉS DE UN PROGRAMA ATRACTIVO Y

DESAFIANTE QUE FOMENTE UNA CULTURA DE CUIDADO, COLABORACIÓN,
APRENDIZAJE EN ACCIÓN Y RESPONSABILIDAD POR EL MEDIO AMBIENTE.

Familias de Strawberry Hill:

Espero que todos hayan tenido unas vacaciones placenteras y
relajantes.  Tuve un gran descanso, pasando el rato con mi
familia celebrando  y disfrutando de muchas delicias. Estoy
emocionado por lo que nos depara el 2025.  En las próximas
semanas, agregaremos y finalizaremos muchos de nuestros
eventos en nuestro calendario escolar. 

Continúe revisando nuestras comunicaciones y revisando el
calendario para eventos importantes.  ¡Esta semana tuvimos
nuestras primeras rondas del Concurso de Ortografía de
Strawberry Hill, reduciendo nuestros participantes a 17
finalistas!  ¡También he estado recorriendo la escuela
haciéndoles a los estudiantes una pregunta de reflexión para
que pudiéramos escuchar más de nuestros estudiantes y
maestros!.
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Superintendent’s 
Weekly Message

Familias de Strawberry Hill:

Lea este mensaje importante sobre nuestro próximo
simulacro de seguridad.  Como sabrán, de conformidad
con el estado, realizamos un simulacro de seguridad una
vez al mes.  El simulacro puede ser un simulacro de
incendio, un simulacro de refugio en el lugar, un encierro o
un simulacro de evacuación. Normalmente, cuando
realizamos simulacros más delicados, como un encierro o
un simulacro de evacuación, notificamos a todos con
anticipación.

Un recordatorio amistoso sobre el código de vestimenta, en
particular sobre los zapatos. 
Todos los zapatos de los estudiantes deben tener un talón cerrado.
Eso significa un SÍ para las Crocs y las Uggz, pero un no para las
“chanclas” y las pantuflas. Se convierte en un problema de
seguridad, especialmente en nuestras escaleras. Generalmente
cuando los estudiantes tienen educación física o están en recreo
afuera, es mejor usar zapatillas tradicionales.
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Superintendent’s 
Weekly Message

Familias de Strawberry Hill:

Mientras continuamos trabajando juntos para garantizar un proceso de
salida seguro y sin problemas para todos nuestros estudiantes, quiero
tomarme un momento para agradecerles por su cooperación y apoyo. En
Strawberry Hill, nuestra prioridad no es solo la seguridad de sus hijos sino
también mantener relaciones positivas con la comunidad que nos rodea.

Nos ha llamado la atención que durante la salida, algunos vehículos
bloquean inadvertidamente las entradas de los residentes a lo largo de
Strawberry Hill Avenue y Hacket Circle. Si bien entendemos que la salida
puede ser un momento muy ocupado, le pedimos amablemente su ayuda
para respetar a nuestros vecinos absteniéndose de estacionarse o
permanecer inactivos frente a las entradas de vehículos.

Para garantizar un proceso de despido seguro y eficiente, revise y cumpla
con los siguientes recordatorios:

1.-Siga los procedimientos de recogida designados: utilice las zonas
designadas para dejar y recoger a los estudiantes según las indicaciones
del personal.
2.-Evite bloquear las entradas de vehículos: tenga en cuenta a los
residentes locales y asegúrese de que su vehículo no obstruya el acceso
a sus hogares.
3.-Sea puntual y paciente: llegue a la hora asignada y siga las
instrucciones del personal para mantener un flujo de tráfico constante.

Creemos que con su cooperación podemos hacer que la salida sea más
sencilla para todos y al mismo tiempo ser respetuosos con nuestros
vecinos.  Gracias por su comprensión y colaboración. 

Frank  Rodriguez
Director 
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YEAR BOOK CLUB  GRADOS 5 A 8 

Club de libro anual los jueves a las 3:30pm: Del 16 de enero a Mayo.
Solo 40 lugares disponibles

Firmate con Ms Kinahan afuera de su oficina
Google class codigo: jpduica

Si tiene preguntas mande el correo a:
STWPTO@stamfordpublicschools.org



News from Roscco
Nita M. Lowey 21st Century Community, beca despues de la escuela

Anuncio del programa extraescolar de ROSCCO para escuelas secundarias (RAMP)

Estamos ampliando una segunda ola de inscripción para que cualquier estudiante
de 4.º a 8.º grado se inscriba en el programa extraescolar de ROSCCO para

escuelas secundarias del siglo XXI financiado por el estado aquí en Strawberry
Hill. Quedan aproximadamente 30 cupos disponibles y los estudiantes se

inscribirán por orden de llegada.

El programa se llevará a cabo de 3:30 a 5:30 p. m., los lunes, martes, miércoles y
jueves. La primera sesión será del 3 de febrero al 28 de marzo, y la segunda sesión

será del 1.º de abril al 6 de junio. Puede inscribirse en una o ambas sesiones.

Después de una ‘snack’ saludable, la programación consistirá en actividades de
enriquecimiento académico en lengua y literatura y matemáticas en la primera

hora, seguidas de actividades recreativas divertidas en las artes, STEM y deportes
en la segunda hora. Se proporcionará transporte a casa a las 5:30 a los

estudiantes que viven en Stamford, si es necesario. Tenga en cuenta que los
estudiantes deben comprometerse a participar los cuatro días de la semana

durante las sesiones registradas.

Utilice el siguiente enlace para registrar a su hijo en el programa antes del viernes
17 de enero: https://forms.gle/BGyYYsjbxEwghBs17

Una vez registrado, ROSCCO se comunicará con usted en las próximas semanas
para que los estudiantes seleccionen sus actividades. No dude en comunicarse

con el MTSS de nuestra escuela, Doug Fetchin, a
dfetchin@stamfordpublicschools.org si tiene alguna pregunta adicional.
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adicionales 

Kids in crisis
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Padre Facilitador
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Formulario de registro deFormulario de registro deFormulario de registro de
comidascomidascomidas

NOTICIAS IMPORTANTES 

mroiggovea@stamfordps.org
phone: 203 977 5825

Our Story
In 1964, New Canaan Country School Headmaster George Stevens had the bold idea, in an uncertain time in history, to make good use of the summer months and open the empty campus of the Country School to under-resourced students. He created the Horizons program to inspire students through hands-on, project-based academic experiences, and by making a long-term commitment to every child. He created a summer community where less privileged children felt they belonged, and that enriched its students by providing meaningful academic support and cultural experiences.

Estimados padres:

¡Feliz Navidad y Próspero Año Nuevo!

Mientras celebramos la alegría de la
Navidad, que tu corazón se llene de
paz, amor y la calidez de familiares y
amigos. Que estas fiestas te traigan
momentos de felicidad y gratitud.

A medida que avanzamos hacia el Año
Nuevo, les deseo un año lleno de
esperanza, nuevos comienzos e
infinitas posibilidades. Que encuentres
éxito, salud y alegría en cada paso de tu
viaje. ¡Por un año brillante y hermoso
por delante!

¡Salud por el amor, la risa y todas las
bendiciones que esperan!

Mirel Roig Govea
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