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It is my absolute pleasure to welcome you all (back) to the 2023 — 2024 SY. | hope this summer nourished your mind, body
and spirit - providing you what you needed both personally and professionally. Family, friends, sunshine, plant-babies,
vacations, stay-cations, the smell of rain on the earth, infants giggling, growth spurts that left you inches shorter than your
kids, birthdays, anniversaries, rest and peace. Whatever combination of experiences you had this summer, | hope joyous
feelings remain.

While today is our first day of school with students, we have been preparing for their return for quite some time. Thank you
for your commitment to our students, their families, and your colleagues for a successful year of teaching and learning. What
you do changes the trajectory of children’s lives and for that | am grateful.

Good teaching produces good learning. This school year is a continuation of best practices we implemented last year — nothing
new — just a deepening and tighter integration of existing practices that are part of our pedagogy. By now you have been
participants of faculty meetings, grade-level/department collaboration, data reviews and PD that all touch upon our growing
definition of high-quality teaching and learning as it aligns with our RSD 10 Vision of the Graduate. Teams of colleagues from
all four buildings have been working since the spring of 2023 on how the VOG can come alive at each level (elem, middle,
high) and our leadership team, inclusive of K— 12 Coordinators, has been working steadily towards our internal definition of
“high-quality teaching and learning”. They are both connected and drive all bodies of work. The following is a snapshot of
the descriptors that have come out of multiple collaborations about our definition as RSD 10 educators:
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As we continue to partner in our work together, | ask that you hold these ideal conditions for learning in mind — some are firmly in
place and others are aspirational, but they are all parts of our practice that every student deserves and we continuously work
towards the ideal. Below is a graphic that sums up our “balcony/big-picture” view of our work and the priority areas of focus at
each level. Again — nothing here is new — just a continued focus and tighter integration of existing practices.

| look forward to working with you at each building, during PLCs, staff development, leadership meetings, but especially
during classroom visits with students — where the magic happens. Here’s to a phenomenal year of growth and successes

for us all.

~Vonetta

Elementary

RSD 10 VOG & Definition of High

eData analysis in support of
Tier I, Small Group and
WIN in ELA and Numeracy
eDeepening Science and
Social Studies Inquiry-
Based Instruction through
NGSS and new National
Social Studies Standards
*Schoolwide Enrichment
Opportunities embedded
throughout the School Day

eImplementation of the RSD
10 DEI Commitments

Quality Teaching and Learning

m Instructional Coaching

Professional Learning

Access and Opportunity

to Tiered Instruction

TEVAL Processes

sRestorative Practices

*Math Pathways - Creating
Onramps to Challenging
Math Experiences

sSupporting
Interdisciplinary Non-
Fiction

eData Analysis in Support
of Tier |, SMall Group and
WIN in ELA and Numeracy
*|mplementation of the
RSD 10 DEI Commitments

20

All
Live
In
How
We
Lead
These
Bodies

*UDL in Support of Voice,
Choice, Engagement and
Purpose

*Math Pathways - Creating
Onramps to Challenging
Math Experiences

*Expanding the Number of
Post-Secondary Student
Experiences Completed
by LSM Graduation
*PSAT, SAT, NGSS Data
Analysis in Support of
Instructional and
Curricular Refinements/
Sequencing
sImplementation of the
RSD 10 DEI Commitments
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