
 
 

 

Spark from ARC 

December 18, 2023 
 

Dear Staff, 
 
On behalf of the Board of Education and Financial Oversight Panel, thank you for making a 
positive difference in the lives of our students. As we approach the end of the calendar year and 
semester, each of us should reflect on what we have accomplished and focus on our goals for 
the second semester.  
 
We have been reviewing the 2023 School Report Card data to analyze multiple indicators of 
student success. I want to congratulate each of our elementary schools for obtaining 
Commendable status by the Illinois State Board of Education. Our largest special population 
groups, Black and Low Income, met the Commendable threshold at all schools. We also 
celebrate James Avant Elementary for having their Black and Low Income populations score 
within two points of the Exemplary status. While these are reasons to celebrate, we recognize 
that the hard work must continue to ensure all schools and special populations are rated as 
Commendable or Exemplary. Stay focused on student achievement, increase student 
engagement, facilitate active student participation, and provide engaging instruction. Data-
centered decision making in our professional learning communities (PLCs) will also lead us to 
significant improvements in the academic outcomes for our students. 
 
As we enter the holiday season, I want to emphasize the importance of taking a well-deserved 
break. Use this time to recharge both physically and mentally. Your well-being is the 
cornerstone of our success; I encourage each of you to prioritize self-care during this break. I 
thank our Social Emotional Wellness Team and Human Resources Department for bringing 
resources to our staff and schools in these domains. I hope you will reach out to these team 
members (at the Board of Education building and the Family and Community Engagement 
Center) to learn more about supports available to staff as well as strategies for self-care.  
 
Looking ahead to the new year, I challenge you to set high personal, school, and departmental 
expectations for excellence. Let us approach the challenges and opportunities that lie ahead 
with absolute determination, passion and confidence. Be relentless in your pursuit of excellence. 
Each of our students can achieve academic success; each of our classrooms can provide 
rigorous instruction; each of our schools can be Commendable or Exemplary. In the spirit of 
continuous improvement, let’s strive for Excellence in Everything, not only in our professional 
endeavors but also in personal growth. Together, we can create a positive environment that 
fosters high expectations, teamwork, and a strong thirst for excellence.  

 



 
My new year’s prayer is that each of us have a renewed sense of dedication to our calling. Our 
students can and will achieve academic excellence if we demonstrate the courage, 
commitment, and compassion needed to guide them to success. Enjoy this holiday season and 
come back ready to embark on the second semester with purpose, passion, and power. May 
the year ahead be marked by collaboration, significant progress, and a deep connection to the 
purpose that binds us together. 
 
With appreciation, 
 
Arthur R. Culver, Superintendent 
 


