
COMMISSIONERS: TO ASSIST IN ESTABLISHING QUORUMS REQUIRED TO CONDUCT MEETINGS, PLEASE CONTACT THE 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO ATTEND A SCHEDULED MEETING. 

 

TEL. (860) 870-3120     TOWN PLANNER’S OFFICE      FAX (860) 870-3122 
 

CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 14, 2025, 7:00 P.M. 
 

IN-PERSON ATTENDANCE: TOWN HALL ANNEX, 57 MAIN STREET, ELLINGTON, CT 
REMOTE ATTENDANCE: VIA ZOOM MEETING, INSTRUCTIONS PROVIDED BELOW 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER: 
 
II. PUBLIC COMMENTS (On Non-Agenda Items): 

 
III. ACTIVE BUSINESS: 

 
1. Plan of Conservation & Development, Chapter 4-Conservation Strategies, Natural 

Resource Preservation: Historic Preservation. 
 

2. Report - Farmland Preservation Program. 
 

3. Report - Open Space Preservation Program. 
 
IV. ADMINISTRATIVE BUSINESS: 

 
1. FY 24-25 Budget & Expenditure Update. 

a. Request to approve annual contribution to the Connecticut Land Conservation Council. 
b. Request to approve annual contribution to the Connecticut Farm Bureau. 

 
2. Correspondence/Discussion: 

a. Ad Hoc Ellington Trails Committee – Monthly Minutes. 
b. Connecticut Farm Bureau – Oakridge Dairy receives Workforce Development Award article. 
c. Connecticut Farm Bureau, From the Farm, December 2024 / Volume 39, Issue 4. 
d. Connecticut Land Conservation Council – Updates & Highlights. 

 
3. Approval of November 12, 2024, Regular Meeting Minutes. 

 
4. Election of Officers. 

 
V. ADJOURNMENT: 
 

Next Meeting is scheduled for February 11, 2025 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
Instructions to attend remotely via Zoom Meeting listed below. The agenda is posted on the Town of Ellington 
webpage (www.ellington-ct.gov) under Agenda & Minutes, Conservation Commission. 
Join Zoom Meeting via Link: Join Zoom Meeting by Phone: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87133393964 1-646-558-8656 US (New York) 
Meeting ID: 871 3339 3964 Meeting ID: 871 3339 3964 
Passcode: 817579 Passcode: 817579 

STATE OF CONNECTICUT – COUNTY OF TOLLAND 
INCORPORATED 1786 

TOWN OF ELLINGTON 
55 MAIN STREET – PO BOX 187 

ELLINGTON, CONNECTICUT  06029-0187 
www.ellington-ct.gov 

 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87133393964
http://www.ellington-ct.gov/
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AGRICULTURAL IMPACT 
••cRITICAL AND SIGNIFICANT"

REPORT OUTLINES AG'S CONTRIBUTIONS TO STATE, 

URGES LAWMAKERS TO PAY ATTENTION 

The agricultural industry had a "critical 

and significant impact" on the economy of 

Connecticut in output, jobs and quality of 

life in 2022: up to $4 billion in economic 

output, as many as 31,000 jobs, and nearly 

a billion dollars in labor income, a recent 

economic impact study concluded. 

Despite its relatively small size, 

Connecticut agriculture ranks third in New 

England in farm sales, which totaled $751 

million in 2022. 

"In a small, densely p0pulated state like 

Connecticut, it's easy for agriculture to 

be overlooked," said Chris Laughton, one 

of the report's authors and director of 

Knowledge Exchange at Farm Credit East, 

which partnered with UConn's College of 

Agriculture, Health & Natural Resources 

and the Department of Agriculture to 

compile the report using the latest USDA 

Ag Census data. "This report makes the 

case that agriculture is important to the 

state in a number of ways, not the least 

of which is its contribution to economic 

activity in our communities." 

The report also noted the changes in 

sector-specific sales from 2017 - the 

last time a similar study was done - to 

2022. It showed a modest increase in the 

contribution of agriculture since 2017, 

which the researchers attributed to 

farmers' resilience to the pandemic and 

the transformation of ag in the state in 

favor of high-value crops and value-added 

agriculture. 

Paul Larson, president of Connecticut 

Farm Bureau, stated that with some 

of the highest land values in the 

country, no farmers in the state are 

growing commodity crops like in the 

Midwest. Connecticut's farmers need 

to be resourceful and quick to react to 

challenges like weather events and the 

market, he said, adding, "Many producers 

rely on direct-to-consumer sales to 

realize greater income for their farm, and 

fortunately, we have a great consumer 

base that understands the vital role of 

farms in their communities, and they 

support our farmers." 

While tobacco and animal production 

sectors such as cattle ranching, animal 

slaughtering and aquaculture contracted, 

greenhouse, nursery, floriculture and 

sod, as well as fruit and vegetable 

production, ice cream and creamery/ 

butter manufacturing grew significantly. 

The report pointed to climate change, the 

increasing high cost of production and 

regulation in Connecticut, and increasing 

imports that compete with local products 

as reasons for the decline in some 

sectors. 

The researchers recommended further 

study and urged lawmakers to explore 

policy aimed at preserving and spurring 

growth in the industry, such as lowering 

the high costs of production in the state, 

and mitigating or removing regulations 

that may be stunting the grov,th of the 

industry or limiting investment returns. To 

try to address this, Larson said, "We will be 

working with our friends in the legislature 

to pass a Farm Investment Tax Credit bill 

iri the upcoming session. This should help 

create an economic stimulus for farmers to 

be able to invest in their facilities to ensure 

the long-term viability of their farm." 

A key takeaway of the report, said 

Laughton, is that natural resource-based 

businesses, such as farming, fishing and 

forestry, are not just stewards of the 

environment and the state's working 

landscapes and waterfronts, but are 

also modern, vibrant and progressive 

contributors to the economy and job 

markets. 

"This is an important story to tell, 

particularly to policy makers at the 

state and federal level," said Laughton. 

"It says that agriculture really matters 

to the state's economy, and that policy 

makers should focus on ensuring a 

favorable environment for the growth 

and development of these important 

industries." 
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FROM THE FARM 
is published by The Connecticut Farm 

Bureau Association. The editor welcomes 

letters on agricultural topics and news 

items about Farm Bureau members and 

activities. 
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ADVERTISING RATES 
AND DEADLINES 

Call 860-768-1100 for rates and 

deadlines. Discounted rates are 

available for CFBA Members. 

THE MISSION OF 
THE CONNECTICUT 
FARM BUREAU 

is to elevate the stature of agriculture 

in our state. Through education, market 

promotion and legislative advocacy, we 

strive to increase farm income and to 

improve the quality of life not only for 

Connecticut farmers, but also for their 

consumers. 
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