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Williamsville Central School District is an equal opportunity employer in compliance with all 
applicable laws including New York State Human Rights Law, Title IX, Title VII of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964, the Equal Employment Opportunity Law, and section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act. 
Williamsville Central School District does not discriminate against any person on the basis of age, race, 
color, creed, national origin, marital status, religion, sex, sexual orientation, military/veteran status, 
disability or predisposing genetic characteristics.  
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Exceptional Education and Student Services, (716) 626-8061.  
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PREFACE 
This High School Course Catalog has been developed to assist students and 

parents in planning high school programs. It will serve to inform both the student 

and their parents of graduation requirements and the broad range of required and 

elective courses available in the high schools of the Williamsville Central School 

District. 

It is the responsibility of students to discuss course options with school counselors 

and other appropriate individuals within their high school building to gather 

additional information that this Catalog does not convey. 

It should also be understood that the three high schools in the Williamsville Central 

School District, although pursuing the same goals and objectives through their 

course offerings, represent different learning environments. These environments 

are a function of the student, as well as the teachers and community surrounding 

the school.  The Williamsville Central School District faculty prides themselves on 

incorporating the philosophy of Differentiated Instruction into their classroom 

activities and lessons.  By utilizing this philosophy, educators present content 

material in various ways to address learning styles, readiness levels, and varied 

interests among students.  Differentiated Instruction also offers students the 

opportunity to work with their peers in groups that are heterogeneously mixed.  

Structuring lessons in this fashion helps to ensure that students are exercising 

positive social skills and successfully accessing course material. 

It is hoped that through the use of this Catalog and the other services available 

that the high school educational program decided upon will help all students to 

reach their personal goals and provide them with satisfying and enlightening life 

experiences. 

 

PREFACE 

This course catalog, at the time of its printing, reflects all of the courses and curriculum approved to be offered to 
students by the Williamsville Board of Education. Whether or not a course is actually offered or conducted may be 
influenced by the number of student course requests and availability of staffing due to budgetary considerations. 

The State Education Department and the Board of Regents of New York State determine Graduation Requirements 
and guidelines for all high schools in New York. Changes in these requirements may occur after the printing of 
this catalog in any given year. The Guidance/Counseling Department will regularly update students with any 
relevant changes that might affect them. 
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GUIDANCE/COUNSELING SERVICES and SCHOOL SERVICES 

Counselors:  Mrs. Jennifer Miller-Bushey (C,G,O,W) 
   Mrs. Elizabeth Caputi-Schlant (H,M,N,U,Y) 
   Mrs. Chrissy Davidson (D,J,T) 
   Mrs. Jillian Kaputa (B,L,P,Q ) 
   Mrs. Gabriella Tringali (A,F,I,K,V,) 
   Mrs. Angela Szwed (E,R,S,X,Z) 
    

It is the goal of the WSHS Guidance/Counseling Department to promote the potential of each student based upon a realistic understanding of their 
interests, goals and abilities.  It is our desire to work cooperatively with parents to maximize each studentôs opportunities and achievements 
through the following: 

Å Academic Guidance Å Placement and Scheduling 

Å Personal and Social Counseling Å Parental Consultation & Referral 

Å Career Education Å Interest Inventories Å Individual Counseling Å Career Center Å Computer Guidance and Internet Information 

Å College Preparation and Decision-making Opportunities Å Visitation Days Å Programs Å Planning Å Application Procedures  

Å Financial Aid Information Å High School Graduation Records Å Official Transcripts Å Working Papers 

Grade 9: 
¶ 8th grade parent/student orientation (January) 
¶ Course selection (with Middle School Counselors) 
¶ Placement and schedule adjustments (as necessary) 
¶ Review of Guidance/Counseling/Career Center services with 

students (fall) 
¶ Group and individual scheduling for 10th grade 

 
Grade 10: 
¶ Development of schedules, including elective courses 
¶ Attention to progress for high school graduation 
¶ Career exploration on Naviance 
¶ Group and individual scheduling for 11th grade  
¶ Harkness presentations (fall) 

Grade 11:  
¶ PSAT/NMSQT - class orientation and preparation (October) 
¶ College Information Night (spring) 
¶ Career/college exploration (September - June)  
¶ College testing - SAT/ACT 
¶ College fair with over 100 schools (fall) 
¶ Continue exploration of college and career interests 
¶ Group and individual scheduling for 12th grade  
¶ Attend National College Fair at the Buffalo Convention Center

(spring) 
¶ Class meetings about timeline for college process (spring) 
¶ Discuss New Visions opportunities with interested students 
¶ Meet with school counselor to discuss graduation requirements, 

post high school plans 

Grade 12: 
¶ Senior orientation - career/college selection  
¶ Grade level meeting the first week of school 
¶ Individual meetings with school counselor to review high school 

transcript, diploma type, graduation credits, college applications, 
post high school plans  

¶ Individual student meetings with counselor 
¶ Two college fairs are offered in September 
¶ Assistance with scholarships 
¶ Presentation by school counselor on the Common App in the 

College and Career Class 

Student Placement & Scheduling 
¶ Work with teachers and parents to place students in the  

appropriate academic courses.  
¶ Help students and parents select majors and electives to fulfill 

diploma requirements. 
¶ Schedule students in courses; counsel students in regard to 

course drop/add 

Counseling  for Personal, Social & School Problems 
¶ Difficulty adjusting to high school 
¶ Peer pressure; social problems 
¶ Academic difficulty; report cards; parent phone calls 
¶ Inappropriate behavior 

Career Exploration 
¶ College and Career Center offers students opportunities 

(grades 9-12) to create Naviance accounts where students can 
take interest inventories, do college research and search for 
scholarships  

¶ Career Center services - Grades 9-12 
¶ Choices after high school ï challenges, opportunities and  

preparation 
¶ Students should meet with their school counselors to discuss 

their post high school plans ï the challenges, opportunities, and 
preparation  

¶ Harkness and New Visions opportunities  

College Preparation 
¶ Grades and high school transcript 
¶ Activities in and out of school 
¶ Letters of recommendation by teachers, counselors 
¶ Important tests - PSAT - Grade 11 (Fall), SAT and/or ACT - 

Grade 11 (Spring), and Grade 12 (Fall) 
¶ Applications for SUNY and other public and private colleges 
¶ College and Career Center offers students the opportunities to 

attend college visits by college representatives and military 
personnel, participate in instant admit days by local colleges, 
and get updated scholarship information though Naviance.  

 
 

SERVICES 
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All students and parents have access to Naviance Student ï a  
comprehensive website that students and their parents can use 
to make plans about colleges and careers. Naviance is a service 
that we use to track and analyze  data about college and career 
plans, so it provides up-to-date information thatôs specific to our 
school. 
 
Naviance Student allows students and parents to: 
 
¶ Get involved in the planning and advising process ï 

Build a resume, complete online surveys, and manage time-
lines and deadlines for making decisions about colleges and 
careers 
 

¶ Research colleges ï Compare GPA, standardized test 
scores, and other statistics to actual historical data from our 
school for students who have applied and been admitted in 
the past 
 

¶ Research careers ï Research hundreds of careers and 
career clusters, and take career assessments 
 

¶ Create plans for the future ï Create goals and to-dos, and     
complete tasks assigned by the school to  better prepare 
your student for future college and career goals. 
 

¶ Find scholarships ï Search for local and national        
scholarships with links to apply online for most. 

 
Naviance Student also lets us share information with you about  
upcoming college visits and events, local scholarship opportuni-
ties, and other resources for college and career information. 

 
Student Login:  

Once logged in through WITS, students should go to the 

Guidance page then College and Career Center page. From 

there click on the Naviance tab. 

 

On the login screen students should click the "CONTINUE 

WITH SINGLE SIGN ON" button.  

 

Students DO NOT need to enter an email or password as long 

as you are already in WITS and use the SINGLE SIGN ON  

button. 

 

Parent Login:  

Parents who wish to have a Naviance account are            

encouraged to WITS mail Michelle McKinstry at 

mlmckin@williamsvillek12.from the email address they wish 

their account to be linked to along with the name of the     

student.  

 

You will then receive an email with your login credentials. With 

these credentials, go to:  

https://student.naviance.com/williamsvillenh 

 

Note: Parents and students have separate accounts that will 

be linked together once both have registered with Naviance.  

CALENDAR FOR COLLEGE BOUND SENIORS 
 
September 

¶ Register for fall SAT/ACT for college admissions if 
required by college.  Many colleges are still test optional.  
 

¶ Senior review with your school counselor.  
  

¶ Early decision applications must be initiated. (see your 
school counselor) 
 

¶ Meet visiting college representatives at North High 
School. 
 

¶ Scholarship/Financial Aid information available. 
 

October 

¶ Attend individual student appointments, with school 
counselor regarding graduation and post high school 
plans. 
 

¶ If needed, register for college entrance testing on the 
testing websites. 
 

¶ Meet visiting college representatives; attend college fairs. 
 

¶ Review college applications process with school 
counselor.  
 

¶ Request letters of recommendations from teachers and 
counselors. 
 

¶ Submit appropriate Financial Aid Forms as required by 
each college as soon as it becomes available.    

 

November 

¶ Scholarships processed on an ongoing basis as 
determined by due date. 
 

¶ Have your meeting with your school counselor completed 
and schedule any follow up meetings as necessary.  

 

December 

¶ Finish all college applications 
 

January 

¶ Mid-year grades sent to colleges 
 
March-April 

¶ Common App, SUNY, and other public and private 
colleges admission notification. 
 

¶ Financial Aid Awards made. (Some notified at a later 
date.  

 
May - June 

¶ Decision Day - May 1 - deposits paid to colleges. 
 

¶ Communicate with school counselor regarding future 
plans AND make sure to notate what school you will be 
attending in Naviance so a final transcript can be mailed. 

 

CAREER CENTER 
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Regents Diploma Credits Regents w/Advanced  Credits 
 Designation Diploma       

English 4 English 4 

Social Studies 4 Social Studies 4 

Math[a] 3 Math 3 

Science[a] 3 Science 3 

World Languages 1[b] World Languages[c] 3 

Art/Music 1 Art/Music 1 

Health .5 Health .5 

Physical Education 2 Physical Education 2 

Sequence/Electives 3.5 Sequence/Electives 1.5 

TOTAL 22 TOTAL 22 

 

Required Exams Required Exams 

[All exams require a score of [All exams require a score of 65 or above] 
 65 or above] 

English Comprehensive Exam Meet all Exam requirements for a Regents Diploma AND: 

1 Regents Math exam Pass 2 additional Math Regents Exams 

1 Regents Global Studies Exam Pass 1 additional Science Regents Exam with at least 1 Life Science 

Regents Science Exam Complete World Languages Checkpoint B [c] 

1 additional Regents Exam in Math, Science, or Social Studies  

Checkpoint A Exam (for 8th grade World Languages credit only) 

 
[a]  An integrated course in mathematics/science/technology may be used to satisfy the requirement for a third unit of credit in mathematics or 

 science. 

[b]  All students, with the exception of special education students exempt from World Languages on their IEP, are required to have completed two units of study 

and earn 1 credit in World Languages by the end of grade 9. 

[c]  Students must complete 3 units of credit in a second language resulting in a locally-developed Regents exam (Checkpoint B); or 5 units of 

 credit in career and technical education plus 1 credit in a second language; or 5 units of art/music plus 1 credit in a second language. 

[d]  Students may earn a mastery level notation on their diploma if they score 85 or above on all three state required math exams. 

[e]  Students may earn a mastery level notation on their diploma if they score 85 or above on three state assessment science exams. 

* ACCELERATED GRADUATION 
Should a student desire to graduate early, a procedure will be required prior to approval of accelerated graduation.  To begin the process both the 
student and parent will meet with the studentôs counselor.  After this initial meeting, the request for accelerated graduation must be presented in 
writing by the studentôs parents to the principal with approval from the studentôs counselor.  The student must be able to show that he/she can meet 

all NYS graduation requirements in the shortened time period. 

Å Students requesting early graduation must have approval of the principal, counselor and parents. (Refer to ñAccelerated Graduationò  xvii). 

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS  

REQUIREMENTS 
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DIPLOMA OPTIONS 

Diploma Type Available to Link for More Information 

Regents Diploma All Students http://www.p12.nysed.gov/part100/pages/1005.html#regentsdiploma 

Regents with Advanced  

Designation 

All Students http://www.p12.nysed.gov/part100/pages/1005.html#regentsAD 

Regents Diploma 

(through appeal) 

All Students http://www.p12.nysed.gov/part100/pages/1005.html#regpasscore 

Local Diploma 

(through appeal) 

All Students http://www.p12.nysed.gov/part100/pages/1005.html#regpasscore 

Local Diploma Students with disabilities with an 

individualized Education Plan or 

504 Accommodation Plan 

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/part100/pages/1005.html#assessment 

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/specialed/publications/safetynet-

compensatoryoption.html 

Diploma Type Available to Link for More Information 

Career Development and  

Occupational Studies  

Commencement Credential 

All students http://www.p12.nysed.gov/specialed/gradurequirements/CDOS-QA-1113.htm 

Skills and Achievement  

Commencement Credential 

Students with  severe disabilities 

that are assessed using the NYS 

Alternate Assessment 

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/specialed/publications/SACCmemo.htm 

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/part100/pages/1006.html 

CREDENTIAL OPTIONS 

Diploma Type Available to Link for More Information 

Regents with Honors All Students http://www.p12.nysed.gov/part100/pages/1005.html#diplomaHonors 

Regents with Advanced  

Designation with Honors 

All Students http://www.p12.nysed.gov/part100/pages/1005.html#diplomaHonors 

Regents with Advanced  

Designation with annotation 

that denotes  

Mastery in Math  

All Students http://www.p12.nysed.gov/part100/pages/1005.html#regentsAD 

Regents with Advanced  

Designation with annotation 

that denotes  

Mastery in Science 

All Students http://www.p12.nysed.gov/part100/pages/1005.html#regentsAD 

Regents with Advanced  

Designation and annotation 

that denotes  

Mastery in Science and Math 

All Students http://www.p12.nysed.gov/part100/pages/1005.html#diplomaHonors 

Regents with Advanced  

Designation with Honors and 

annotation that denotes  

Mastery in Science and Math 

All Students http://www.p12.nysed.gov/part100/pages/1005.html#diplomaHonors 

Local Diploma, Regents  

Diploma, Regents Diploma 

with Advanced Designation 

(with or without Honors) with a 

Career and Technical  

Education Endorsement 

All Students http://www.p12.nysed.gov/part100/pages/1005.html#carteched 

DESIGNATION OF ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT 

DIPLOMA OPTIONS 

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/part100/pages/1005.html#regentsdiploma
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/part100/pages/1005.html#regentsAD
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/part100/pages/1005.html#regpasscore
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/part100/pages/1005.html#regpasscore
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/part100/pages/1005.html#assessment
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/specialed/publications/safetynet-compensatoryoption.html
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/specialed/publications/safetynet-compensatoryoption.html
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/specialed/publications/SACCmemo.htm
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/specialed/publications/SACCmemo.htm
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/part100/pages/1006.html
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/part100/pages/1005.html#diplomaHonors
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/part100/pages/1005.html#diplomaHonors
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/part100/pages/1005.html#regentsAD
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/part100/pages/1005.html#regentsAD
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/part100/pages/1005.html#diplomaHonors
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/part100/pages/1005.html#diplomaHonors
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/part100/pages/1005.html#carteched
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REGULATIONS 

GENERAL COURSE REGULATIONS 

1. No course may be taken out of sequence, that is, without first 
taking its prerequisite(s), unless special arrangements are made 
with parent, teacher and the school counselor, and approved by 
the building principal. 

 

2. Upon the completion of a course of study, there shall be a 
culminating experience that reviews and evaluates the objectives 
for that course of study. This culminating experience generally 
takes the form of an examination and results in a final exam mark. 

 Students enrolled in Regents courses are required to take the 
Regents Examination. Exceptions to this regulation, as 
recommended by the teacher involved, may be approved by the 
building principal.  

 Students enrolled in AP Courses are required to take the AP  
examinations, and all examinations are paid for by the student. 
 

Summer School:  

The Williamsville Summer School program offers both enrichment and 

remedial academic opportunities: 

*NEW COURSES will allow mature and able students to complete a high 

school course in six weeks for credit. 

*REVIEW COURSES will enable students to retake a class that they did not 

successfully complete during the regular school year. Students who enroll in 

a review science course must provide proof, at the time of registration, 

that they have successfully completed the lab requirement. 

*TUTORIAL COURSES are available for students who earned course credit 

but failed the corresponding Regents exam.  

Any student registering for a New Course or a Review Course must see 

their counselor to preregister for summer school. 

 
Students may be admitted to August final examinations if: 

a. The exam is being offered as a normal part of the  
Summer School Program; 

b. A written request for admission is received from the 
home school principal; 

c. The student has demonstrated evidence of competency 
in the examination subject area. 

d. Summer School grades are calculated based on the 
following formula: 
ӎ first marking period, ӎ second marking period, ӎ 
final exam. 

e. The final grade is also based on participation in addition 
to other classroom assignments and work. To receive 
the maximum participation credit a student must be 
present, on time, prepared, and actively engaged in the 
learning process. 
 

 Retaking a Final Regents Examination: 

¶ Students who have not passed the final exam and failed the 
course are encouraged to enroll in summer school or must 
retake the course during the next school year. 

¶ Students who have failed the exam but passed the course 
should: 

* Enroll in any of the Summer School Exam Tutorial  
Courses offered in summer school. 

* Sign up to retake the exam. 
 

¶ Prepare to take the exam in a course of study approved by the 
principal.  Such courses of study include: 

* Advanced approval must be obtained from the principal if 
the tutor is not a certified teacher.   
     OR 

* Enroll in any of the Summer School Exam Tutorial  
Courses offered in summer school. 

* Enroll in the regular summer school program. 

¶ Students must retake the exam before the completion of the 
next course of study in the sequence or one year, whichever 
comes first. 

¶ Students must receive WRITTEN APPROVAL to retake an 
exam FROM THE BUILDING PRINCIPAL after completing a 
form which can be obtained in the Guidance/Counseling office. 

¶ FINAL APPROVAL will be given by the building principal (June 
or January Exams) or the summer school principal (August 
Exams) when the student has completed the agreed upon 
course of study.  The tutor/teacherôs Report must be completed 
and presented at the exam room on the day of the exam in 
order to gain admittance. 

 

¶ If a student fails a course but has passed the Regents/Local 
exam, then the student may choose to  utilize the passing 
grade on the Regents/Local exam after re-taking the course.  
The student may be required, by the teacher of the course that 
the student is re-taking, to take an alternative assessment if he/
she chooses to utilize the passing grade. 

 

¶ Students who passed the exam and the course but wish to 
retake a final exam in order to raise their final grade are 
required to prepare for the exam or enroll in a Summer School 
Preparation Course. 

 In all situations, the higher exam grade will be used. 

 

Regents Examinations: 

¶ A student may be barred from taking a Regents examination if 
the student has not satisfactorily completed the entire course of 
study -- that is, the state syllabus in that subject. However, 
"pupils may not be barred from a Regents examination for 
disciplinary reasons or because their achievement in a subject 
is considered unsatisfactory" for the entire course of study. 

¶ The score received on the Regents examination is always 
entered on the report card, permanent record, and transcript; 
whether the score is passing or failing, and whether the entry is 
wanted or not.  

¶ Students must pass both the course and the Regents exam. 
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REGULATIONS 

Independent Study: may be recognized in fulfillment of the 
requirements for a Regents diploma.  The independent study 
must be academically rigorous and aligned to the New York State 
commencement level learning standards for the subject in which 
credit is sought; overseen by a teacher knowledgeable and 
experienced in the subject area of the independent study; based 
on a syllabus on file for each independent study; and of 
comparable scope and quality to classroom work that would have 

been done in a regularly scheduled class. 

Studentôs participation in independent study is based on the 

following criteria: 

a. the student has demonstrated readiness and has a high 

likelihood of success in each subject in which he/she seeks 

to undertake independent study; 

b. the student has accumulated the expected number of units of 

credit for the studentôs grade level; and 

c. the student has passed the appropriate number of Regents 

examinations or other assessments required for graduation, 

for the studentôs grade level 

d. the student has met all prerequisites 

 Independent study is intended to insure appropriate levels of 
rigor and quality for providing students with the opportunity to 
earn independent study credit and for awarding independent 
study credit for successful program completion.  To receive 
credit, the student must successfully complete the 
independent study and demonstrate mastery of the learning 

outcomes for that subject.    

 A school may award up to three credits of instruction for 
independent study courses.  Students interested in pursuing 
independent study credits should meet with their school 

counselor. 

 Students who fail an elective subject after two consecutive full 
years of study will be discouraged from enrolling in the course 
again. Note that this will not apply to required courses; i.e., 
required subjects are those which must be taken by all students to 

become eligible for graduation. 

COURSE CREDIT 

Students who wish to take a course for high school credit at approved 
institutions such as high schools or colleges, must have the courses 

approved by the building principal prior to enrollment in the course. 

The State Education Department has established standards for earning 
a high school diploma.  These are minimum requirements which must 
be met and do not necessarily meet the entrance requirements estab-
lished by individual colleges.  All students should take the most de-
manding course of study of which they are capable! 
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