
MONTGOMERY COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION  

MINUTES  

                                                        

December 2, 2024 

  

  

       The Montgomery County Board of Education convened in a regular monthly meeting on 

Monday, December 2, 2024, at 6:30 pm in the Montgomery County Schools Boardroom. Board 

members present were Anne Evans - Vice Chair, Angela Smith, Lynn Epps, Tommy Blake, 

Bryan Dozier, Cindy Taylor, and Isai Robledo 

     

  Vice Chair Anne Evans called the meeting to order. Ms. Evans moved to adopt the 

agenda as submitted. Bryan Dozier made the motion with Lynn Epps seconding. The agenda was 

accepted with unanimous approval from the board.  

 

Vice Chair Anne Evans shared “The Imperfect Story of Perfection”. This was a story 

about a young man named Jimmy who was born missing a hand. He loved baseball but hated that 

the other children did not want him on their team. He perfected the art of using only his left hand 

when playing catch with his father, however, he could not tie his own shoes with one hand. This 

all changed when his third grade teacher taught him to tie his shoes with one hand. This was the 

most inspiring moment in Jimmy’s life because if someone would go to that much trouble for 

him then nothing would be impossible for him to accomplish. Jim Abbott went on to be a pitcher 

for the California Angels and pitched a no hitter in 1993 in Yankee Stadium, yet he says that 

nothing compares to that third grade teacher teaching him how to tie his shoes. He says that 

today his greatest pastime is teaching children how to tie their shoes. The kindness of one teacher 

inspired an imperfect boy to go to baseball perfection. Even the smallest act of kindness is never 

wasted.  Ms. Evans then quoted from Proverbs 3:3, “never let loyalty and kindness leave you, tie 

them around our neck as a reminder, write them deep within your heart.” 

 

Page Street Elementary School students Bailey Arthur, Janeth Leyva-Montillo, and Ivy 

Johnson led the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.  

 

Vice Chair Evans then called upon Montgomery County Clerk of Superior Court John 

Deaton. Mr. Deaton led the swearing in of re-elected board members Lynn Epps and Cindy 

Taylor. Isai Robledo, filling the vacant seat of Steve DeBerry was sworn in as a new board 

member. Dr. Robledo is the first Hispanic to serve on the Montgomery County Board of 

Education.  

 

Vice Chair Anne Evans turned the meeting over to board attorney, Max Garner for the 

election of officers for the year ending 2025. Mr. Garner asked for nominees for board chair for 

the upcoming year. Bryan Dozier nominated Anne Evans. Lynn Epps seconded the nomination 

with unanimous approval from the board. Mr. Garner turned the meeting over to Board Chair 

Evans for nominees for vice chair. Cindy Taylor nominated Lynn Epps. Angela Smith seconded 

the nomination with unanimous approval from the board.  

 

No one signed up to speak during the public comments section.  

 

Board Chair Anne Evans called upon Wade Auman and Jon LaChance for Certified and 

Classified Employees of the Month for Page Street Elementary. Jeffrey Douglas, custodian, was 

the classified winner. Ashley Jones, 5th grade teacher, was the certified winner. 



 

Mr. Auman and Dr. Amy Reynolds then recognized Elizabeth Divine, EC teacher at 

Montgomery Learning Academy, as the 2023-2024 EC Educator of Excellence for the 

Montgomery County Schools.  

 

Mr. Auman then recognized the 2023-2024 Silver Bell Award presented to the 

Montgomery County Schools Board of Education Members for completion of whole board 

training. Mr. Auman asked for Anne Evans-Chairperson for the Board of Education to please 

come forward to accept the award for the school district.  

 

Mr. Auman then recognized the Montgomery County Schools for receiving the 2023-24 

Top Ten School District Outstanding Graduation Rate of 92.8%. Mr. Auman also recognized 

Montgomery Learning Academy with a graduation rate of 95.9% and Montgomery County Early 

College with a graduation rate of 100%.  

 

Mr. Auman then presented the growth banners to principals of schools who met or 

exceeded growth during the 2023-24 school year. East Middle School and Montgomery County 

Early College both exceeded growth while Montgomery Learning Academy, Candor Elementary, 

Green Ridge Elementary, Star Elementary, Page Street Elementary, Troy Elementary and West 

Middle School all met growth. Mr. Auman said these schools worked hard and should be very 

proud.  

 

  Board Chair Evans stated that the next item on the agenda was the consent agenda and 

requested to hold the consent agenda until after the closed session. The board approved 

unanimously.  

  

Board Chair Evans called upon Jon LaChance, principal at Page Street Elementary, for 

the school’s presentation. Mr. LaChance started off by saying that he is proud to say that they 

have 100% staff retention at Page Street Elementary. The environment that we have created at 

Page Street encourages teachers to stay. Mr. LaChance discussed the mission statement and 

vision for Page Street Elementary and our motto is to always choose kindness. We will discuss 

numbers tonight, but our goal is for the students to grow not just academically but also 

personally as people. Our presentation focuses on our reading SIP goal. Our goal is to increase 

proficiency from 38.6% to 50% proficient or greater and exceed growth in reading. We have also 

included two of our SIP Indicators. The first indicator just means that we are looking at all our 

data on a daily basis and we are using this to drive our school improvement and professional 

development. Currently we are focused on small group instruction and in the Spring, we will be 

using context clues for reading. Our second indicator refers to the tiered instruction system our 

teachers use. We are now using the Amplify-CKLA, which encompasses the elements of 

Scarborough’s Reading Rope for both language comprehension and word recognition to develop 

skilled reading. This not only helps them with EOG testing but it also helps the students to be 

excited because of the vocabulary background knowledge they are learning. The presentation 

also included a short video from Sampson County Schools on the success they have had using 

the Amplify-CKLA. Our ELA teachers have just completed training and are excited to share this 

with our students. We also have Future Forward, NC Ed Corp, and Reading Club as support 

programs as well as the addition of daily enrichment/acceleration helps our students to become 

better readers.  

 

Board Chair Evans called upon Sam Thorp for the NCSBA Superintendent Search 

presentation. Mr. Thorp began by introducing himself and his credentials as an attorney at the 



NCSBA. His presentation broke down the individual steps of their process to assist in the search 

for a new Superintendent as well as the cost involved. If the board decides to use this service, his 

team will complete the search and provide the board with suitable candidates for consideration. 

The final hire decision will lie completely with the board.  The board members ask Mr. Thorp for 

clarification of some of the search process and costs. Ms. Evans then stated that a decision does 

not need to be made tonight and that we do have another group, Masonboro, that would like to 

present their search services to the board members. Ms. Smith stated that she had no interest in 

another group and that she preferred to use the NCSBA for the search. Mr. Dozier and Ms. Epps 

stated that for the board to have done their due diligence they should also view the Masonboro 

presentation and compare the services and costs of both groups. The board members requested 

that we schedule a Special-Called meeting next week to view the Masonboro presentation. Mr. 

Garner stated that he would get in touch with them to get that set up.   

 

Board Chair Evans called upon Dr. Emily Shaw for the 2024-2025 Calendar Options. Dr. 

Shaw stated that we are presenting two drafts of the calendar tonight for a first read only. From 

the feedback we received we have drafted one calendar (Option A), which follows the state 

guidelines for our beginning school date and the second calendar (Option B), which does not 

follow the state guidelines. With calendar Option B, our 2025 school year would begin earlier 

than the state allows but would allow both semesters to be 88 days verses the shortened first 

semester in calendar Option A. Both calendar options meet or exceed the state requirements for 

instructional hours. Option A goes more along with the current calendar and Option B aligns 

more with the Early College calendar. The calendar options will be brought back to the Board for 

approval at the January 6 board meeting.  

 

Board Chair Evans then called upon Wade Auman for the Superintendent’s Comments. 

Mr. Auman presented “What is Impacting Student Learning” which consisted of the student 

comments from the Student Advisory Council meeting on October 16th. Principals selected two 

students from East and West Middle, Montgomery Central, Montgomery Early College, and 

Montgomery Learning Academy to represent the school at the meeting. The students were asked 

to list the positives and negatives at their schools, in the classrooms, future topics they would like 

to see discussed, and we also added in the discussion of the new cell phone policy. Mr. Auman 

stated this was a very productive meeting with a lot of information shared and a lot of discussion 

with the students. He stated they always come with great stuff but some of it we cannot really 

address. We always get good feedback but things like lunch food variety is something we cannot 

really do anything about. Please look over their comments and if you have any questions, please 

feel free to contact me. I will be happy to get any information you need. Dr. Shaw and I will be 

meeting with them next week and be going back over some of the future topics and addressing 

some of the positives and deltas from their first meeting.  Mr. Dozier commented that he 

attended the cell phone presentation by Chatham County Schools at the recent NCSBA Annual 

conference and they have seen significant changes for the good since restricting cell phones in 

their schools. They have adopted the same plan we are looking into using and they have seen 

improvements in grades and behavior. Mr. Auman stated that we are still on track based upon the 

feedback we received from the board and will be scheduling some community events after the 

holidays to solicit feedback from parents on both sides of the county. We will continue to look 

into this and move forward.  

 

Board Chair Evans then asked for a motion to go into closed session. Bryan Dozier made 

the motion, with Tommy Blake seconding. The board approved entering into closed session 

unanimously.  

 



 

The following items were approved after the closed session with a motion by Bryan 

Dozier and seconded by Cindy Taylor. 

 

1) Board Minutes from Novmeber 4, 2024 

2) Personnel and Auxiliary Report 

 

 

 



 
 

3) Budget Resolution 

 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4) Early Graduation 

 

 

 
 

 

 

5) 2025 Merchandising Contracts 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 

6) Completion of Interim Superintendent Contract 

 

 

 



Upon returning to open session Bryan Dozier made a motion to approve the Interim 

Superintendent Contract with Angela Smith seconding. The board approved unanimously.  

 

Board Chair Evans then asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Bryan Dozier made the 

motion with Cindy Taylor seconding; the meeting was duly adjourned.  

  

The next regular meeting will be held on Monday, January 6, 2024, at 6:30 pm at the Montgomery 

County Central Office. 

 

 

 

 

       _________________________                      ____________________________ 

        Anne Evans, Board Chair                       Wade Auman, Interim Secretary 


