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Education Law Section §818

Highlights

(a) January 1, 2025 - provide instructional best practices for teaching reading in prekindergarten to grade
three

(b) Schools must review curriculum annually to ensure alighnment with the instructional best practices

n u

» Definitions for evidence-based and scientifically based”, “phonemic awareness”, “comprehension”,

N n

“reading fluency”, “vocabulary development”, “culturally responsive-sustaining framework

* Schools must attest the curriculum and instruction align all elements of the instructional best practices




NYSED Literacy Resources

New York State Education Department
Prekindergarten - 3rd Grade Literacy Instructional Best Practices

NAVIGATING
PREK DAY
2025

New York State
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

Knowledge > Skill > Opportunity

Thursday May Bth, 2025
Albany, NY

New York State Education Department
K-3 Literacy Curriculum Review Guide

o P-20 Literacy Initiative

o Literacy Briefs

o K-3 Curriculum Review Guide
o P-3 Instructional Best Practices Guide

o Attestation adhering to §818 (forthcoming)




PURPOSE

These briefs were produced by
Dr. Nonie K. Lesaux, Professor
of Education and Human
Development at the Harvard
Graduate School of Education
and Katie C. Carr, M.Ed. The
new literacy briefs may be used
to strengthen knowledge of
evidence-based literacy
practices in PK-12 education.

MNew York State
E EDUCATION DEPARTMENT RCADMAP
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THE SCIENCE OF READING: A BRIEFS SERIES

Part of the New York State Literacy Initiative

Understanding the Science ™~
. The 5cience of Reading: Key ldeas and Myths
of Reading . What is the Science of Reading?
Briefs 1+2
ﬁeReading-Writing Relationship How does writing connect to the
Brief 3 Science of Reading?

The Science of Reading in Today's Schools and Classrooms

~ ™ /‘ What does the Science of Reading
PreK Years | [ Elementary Years | | Secondary Years | look and feel like at the Prek,
Brief4 Brief 5 Brief & ‘ elementary, and secondary level?

Q_ N\ AN J/ / ‘

The Science of Reading: Leadership Strategies and Systems How can we lead for the Science

Leading for Lit i el
Implemeniimihe Seience efl ing for Literacy of Reading in districts, schools, and
. Brief 7 classrooms?
of Reading
_-"/

Throughline 1: Developing the "Big & through High-lmpact Practices




PURPOSE

The Path Forward utilizes a
cohort model to support
states in their efforts to

transform teacher

preparation and teacher
licensure programs to
include the science of
reading.

THE PATH FORWARD

EMPOWERING TEACHERS THROUGH EVIDENCE-BASED
LITERACY INSTRUCTION




PURPOSE

New York State Education Department
K-3 Literacy Curriculum Review Guide

To support local teams in NYS
the selection or ED
development of high- "
quality literacy curricula
and curricular materials for
grades K-3.




What it is... What it is not...

Optional Mandated

For K-3 curricula For PreK curricula

Supports local selection and
development of curricula to
meet needs of “all students”

Recommended curriculum/list of
curricula

Checkilist
Process
Used to reject or discard entire

Reflection tool to better ensure curricula

alignment with:
+ evidence-based practices

Reading instructional best

O0O0 000

» ELA Learning Standards practices required by the “Back
» CR-SE Framework to Basics Plan”
« SEL benchmarks




PURPOSE

A required tool to be
utilized annually when

New York State Education Department

reviewing curriculum and Prekindergarten - 3rd Grade Literacy Instructional Best Practices
instruction for evidence and New York State
scientifically based reading W
instruction prior to RN - '

submitting the attestation
per law § 818, Evidence-
based and scientifically

based reading instruction.




Prekindergarten -3rd Grade Literacy

Instructional Best Practices

Instructional Best Practices: Phonies

2nd

Phonics

Phimics: An instreetional method that inclodes the relationsbip between graphemes (letters) and the phanemes
jLiterncy Briefs and Florida Center)

Instructional Best Practices

to decode words, analyze word parts, write and recognize words.

T
5 to blemd letter sounds and sound-spelling patterns.

{somnds) they represemt.

]

 —

Teach common sound-spelling patterns.

Orverarching Best Practices and Instructional Considerations for Fhonics
eCOgnize common word

WYVE Next Generatien ELA Standards

Mobe: A% cindemis advance thromgh each grade., it is mndersiosd chat the mseructional materialk and methodelogies
Wlen node that readers develop ai

imzrease in complexity., gradually emosaraging independence amd aatonnmy.

different rotes and mav reqoire the mse of best practices and imstructional considerations found euside of their

deskgnarcd grade level. 4 B .
& e

Owerarching Instructional Best Practices Prek-3
Instructiomsl Cossiderations

Teach students letter-sound relations.

Overarching Instructional Considerations PreK-2

« Talk 1o children ahouw 1




How To Use These Documents

New York State Education Department
K-3 Literacy Curriculum Review Guide

NYS

New York State Education Department
Prekindergarten - 3rd Grade Literacy Instructional Best Practices

New York State
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
. Knowledge » Skill > Opportunity
"' ¥ .| | I
i [ / L
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K-3 Literacy Curriculum Review
Guide

intended to help educators ensure the written
curriculum is aligned to evidence-based practices.
supports districts in selecting and developing high-
quality curricular materials

provides high-level guidance, in the form of guiding
guestions, criteria, and indicators, to assist districts in
choosing or revising K-3 curricular materials to better
ensure alignment with evidence-based practices, the
New York State Learning Standards, the NYS Culturally
Responsive-Sustaining Education Framework, and the
New York State Social-Emotional Learning
Benchmarks.

Prekindergarten-3rd Grade Literacy
Instructional Best Practices

* isarequired tool to be utilized annually when

reviewing curriculum and instruction for evidence
and scientifically based reading instruction prior to
submitting the attestation per law § 818,

provides detailed best practices and instructional
considerations to enhance literacy instruction in
classrooms across the state

use to reflect on the instructional best practices and
literacy curriculum for students in prekindergarten
through third grade, ensuring literacy instruction and
interventions align with the Commissioner’s
requirement of literacy instruction to be based on the
body of research known as the Science of Reading.




Next Steps

Literacy Instructional
Best Practices
PreK-3

NYS LITERACY INITIATIVE

Date: January 7th, 2025
Time: 9:30am - 1:00pm
Location: Designated BOCES or Big b site

This event, which will be a hyl webinar with in-person dis ion and F;-r-':za:—nluli:_vm_:.
provide New York Stote administrators and literacy leaders with an opportunity to learn
about the P-3 Instructional Best Praclices Tool to be utilized when reviewing instruction and

muaking the required attes

tion per Education Law §818.

As per Education Law §818, districts must reflect on the instructional best practices and
literacy curriculumn for students in prekindergarten through third grade, ensuring literacy
instruction and interventions align with the Commissioner's requirement of literacy

instruction to be based on the body of research known as the Science of Reading.

At this event, New York State Education Department I:N'fSLL'Z‘_! staff
BOCES
Practices. Participants will have reflect on the
implementation of the best practices, -omplete the attestation
process. Please note that to attend this event, you must attend in person at a BOCES or Big
5 designated site

slorngg with 1F,r.r ners from
and the Big 5, will presen 1

REGISTRATION THROUGH
LOCALBOCES ORBIG S5




P_3 Each school district will:

Attestation

[ Review local curriculum and instructional
practices;

1 Attest to which local instructional elements align
to the P-3 Literacy Instructional Best Practices; and

1 Complete the attestation through the NYSED
Business Portal by September 2025.

15 |



Office of Early
Learning
Resources




UPK At a Glance
1.2 Billion

% 6,000 + Three-Year-Old

659 School Districts Students Served

1,700 + Collaborating % 119,000 + Four-Year-
Partners Old Students Served

Office ef
Early
| Learning



Resources

Supporting Emergent Multilingual Learners

Best Practices for Prekindergarten
Classrooms and Programs

Implementing the Culturally
Responsive-Sustaining
Education Framework in the
Prekindergarten Classroom

Building Relationships and
Environments to Foster Positive
Behavior in Prekindergarten:
A Resource and Reflection Tool 9 ADMINSTRATORS & TEACHERS

Office of Early Learning B

“The results we seek for all our children can never be fully achieved without
incorporating an equity and inclusion lens in every facet of our work.” -NYSED Culturally
Responsive-Sustaining Education Framework

Supporting Special Populations



https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/early-learning/implementing-the-culturally-responsive-sustaining-education-framework-in-the-prekindergarten-classroom.pdf
https://www.nysed.gov/early-learning/positive-behavior-guidance
https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/early-learning/eml-tip-sheet.pdf
https://www.nysed.gov/early-learning/supporting-special-populations

Resources Continued

% SCIENCE EVERYWHERE . :

Prekindergarten Inquiry-Based Learning: '
Nurturing a child’s curiosity while instilling a life-long love of science.

Bird
Nests

A Prekindergarten Scientific Exploration

|

Cultural Connections

A framework and resource kit for P-3 leaming

Explore the art, science, and social studies
40! New York State through cultural educatior

Bring
experiential
programming
to your classroom!

gPositive Behavior
Guidance

Connect with field trips,
virtual field trips,
traveling programs,
grant opportunities,
and more.




Upcoming Webinars

NYS Office f
Early

Learning

2024-2025

[ J Science Eve rywhere BEST PRACTICES IN PREKINDERGARTEN
WEBINAR SERIES

n the QR code next to each webinar to register.

SCIENCE EVERYWHERE

° Fostering Positive Behavior in PreK November 6, 2024 3:00-4:00pm

Science Everywhere is an initiative designed specifically for Prek
students that emphasizes Inquiry-Bosed Learning. Spearheaded by
NYSED's Office of Early Learning and Office of Cultural Education, the
initiative aims to cultivate a love of science and nature in young
children through hands-on learning while fostering important critical

[ ] Supporting Emergent Multilingual thinking and problem-salving skills.
Learners in PreK

February 5, 2025 3:00-4:00pm

Fostering Positive Behaviors in the Prekindergarten Classroom.
Participants will delve deeper into the implementation of strategies
used to address current challenging behaviors and further their
understanding of how to build a positive learning environment.

* Inclusion in Prek: Why it Matters and
Best Practice

SUPPORTING EMERGENT MULTILINGUAL LEARNERS IN PREK
March 5, 2025 3:00-4:00pm

Participants will learn about the importance of cultivating a culturally
and linguistically responsive learning environment for Emergent
Multilingual Learners (EML), identify practices that nurture language
development for EML students, and hear examples of practical

applications for supporting EML students from New York State school
districts.

INCLUSION IN PREK: WHY IT MATTERS AND BEST PRACTICE
May 14, 2025 3:00-4:00pm

Learn why creating inclusive PreK classrooms benefits all children,
explore best practices, and gain practical strategles to foster
welcoming and supportive learning environment for every child.




P-3 Newsletter: Fall Edition

New York State Office of Early
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT Learning Back to School

Knowledge > Skill » Opportunity Prekindergcm‘en -]-o I.H.erqcy
Grade 3 Newsletter Resources

AN e @
i U’ “ Q Looking to support early
‘ \ literacy development?
B q c H T o We've gathered a selection
of resources to help foster a
sc H oo l love of reading and build
foundational literacy skills in

_ young learners. Explore the

»
-0

valuable information to
enhance early literacy for your students.

NYS Literacy Briefs

links below to access
OFFICE OF €ARLY LEARNING



https://www.nysed.gov/early-learning/p-3-newsletter

UPK Newsletter
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UPK Day:
May 2025

Join us to learn together in 2025!

More panel and full-group presentations
with district presenters

Breakout sessions and chances to meet
one-on-one with Early Learning staff

NAVIGATING
PREK DAY
2025

Thursday May 8th, 2025
Albany, NY

Save the date for our annual
Navigating PreK Day! District
administrators and business officials
can join us for a day of inspiring
speakers, engaging workshops, and
valuable networking opportunities.

coming soon!

Additional details and 4
registration information







THANK YOU!
OETE

h
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NYS
E D et
-gov OEL Website

Contact Us:

@ (518) 474-5807
@ OEL@nysed.gov
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