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(a) January 1, 2025 - provide instructional best practices for teaching reading in prekindergarten to grade 
three

(b) Schools must review curriculum annually to ensure alignment with the instructional best practices
• Definitions for evidence-based and scientifically based”, “phonemic awareness”, “comprehension”, 

“reading fluency”, “vocabulary development”, “culturally responsive-sustaining framework

• Schools must attest the curriculum and instruction align all elements of the instructional best practices

Education Law Section §818

Highlights



NYSED Literacy Resources

⚬ P-20 Literacy Initiative 
⚬ Literacy Briefs 
⚬ K-3 Curriculum Review Guide
⚬ P-3 Instructional Best Practices Guide
⚬ Attestation adhering to §818 (forthcoming)



PURPOSE

These briefs were produced by 
Dr. Nonie K. Lesaux, Professor 

of Education and Human 
Development at the Harvard 

Graduate School of Education 
and Katie C. Carr, M.Ed. The 

new literacy briefs may be used 
to strengthen knowledge of 

evidence-based literacy 
practices in PK-12 education.



PURPOSE
The Path Forward utilizes a 

cohort model to support 
states in their efforts to 

transform teacher 
preparation and teacher 

licensure programs to 
include the science of 

reading. 



PURPOSE

To support local teams in 
the selection or 

development of high-
quality literacy curricula 

and curricular materials for 
grades K-3.



Curriculum Review Guide



PURPOSE

A required tool to be 
utilized annually when 

reviewing curriculum and 
instruction for evidence and 
scientifically based reading 

instruction prior to 
submitting the attestation 
per law § 818, Evidence-
based and scientifically 

based reading instruction.



Prekindergarten -3rd Grade Literacy 
Instructional Best Practices



K-3  Literacy Curriculum Review 
Guide

Prekindergarten-3rd Grade Literacy  
Instructional Best Practices

• intended to help educators ensure the written 
curriculum is aligned to evidence-based practices.

• supports districts in selecting and developing high-
quality curricular materials

• provides high-level guidance, in the form of guiding 
questions, criteria, and indicators, to assist districts in 
choosing or revising K-3 curricular materials to better 
ensure alignment with evidence-based practices, the 
New York State Learning Standards, the NYS Culturally 
Responsive-Sustaining Education Framework, and the 
New York State Social-Emotional Learning 
Benchmarks.

•  is a required tool to be utilized annually when 
reviewing curriculum and instruction for evidence 
and scientifically based reading instruction prior to 
submitting the attestation per law § 818, 

• provides detailed best practices and instructional 
considerations to enhance literacy instruction in 
classrooms across the state

• use to  reflect on the instructional best practices and 
literacy curriculum for students in prekindergarten 
through third grade, ensuring literacy instruction and 
interventions align with the Commissioner’s 
requirement of literacy instruction to be based on the 
body of research known as the Science of Reading. 

How To Use These Documents



Literacy Initiative – Next Steps:

Literacy Instructional 
Best Practices 

PreK-3

Next Steps



P-3 Attestation  

Each school district will:

 Review local curriculum and instructional 
practices; 

 Attest to which local instructional elements align 
to the P-3 Literacy Instructional Best Practices; and

 Complete the attestation through the NYSED 
Business Portal by September 2025.

P-3 
Attestation



Office of Early 
Learning 
Resources 



659 School Districts

1,700 + Collaborating 
Partners

119,000 + Four-Year-
Old Students Served

6,000 + Three-Year-Old 
Students Served

1.2 Billion

UPK At a Glance



“The results we seek for all our children can never be fully achieved without 
incorporating an equity and inclusion lens in every facet of our work.” -NYSED Culturally 

Responsive-Sustaining Education Framework

Supporting Special Populations

Resources

https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/early-learning/implementing-the-culturally-responsive-sustaining-education-framework-in-the-prekindergarten-classroom.pdf
https://www.nysed.gov/early-learning/positive-behavior-guidance
https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/early-learning/eml-tip-sheet.pdf
https://www.nysed.gov/early-learning/supporting-special-populations


Resources Continued



Upcoming Webinars

• Science Everywhere

• Fostering Positive Behavior in PreK

• Supporting Emergent Multilingual 
Learners in PreK

• Inclusion in Prek: Why it Matters and 
Best Practice



P-3 Newsletter: Fall Edition 

https://www.nysed.gov/early-learning/p-3-newsletter


OEL P-3 Newsletter UPK Newsletter

Subscribe



UPK Day: 
May 2025

• Join us to learn together in 2025!

• More panel and full-group presentations 
with district presenters 

• Breakout sessions and chances to meet 
one-on-one with Early Learning staff





THANK YOU!

Contact Us:

(518) 474-5807

OEL@nysed.gov

OEL Website
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