Terryville High School
2025-2026

PROGRAM OF STUDIES

www.plymouth.k12.ct.us/ths


http://www.plymouth.k12.ct.us/ths
http://www.plymouth.k12.ct.us/ths
http://www.plymouth.k12.ct.us/ths
http://www.plymouth.k12.ct.us/ths

Dear Students/Parents:

As you plan for the 2025-2026 school year we would like you to carefully consider all the
choices available to you at Terryville High School. The Program of Studies provides you with
course descriptions, graduation requirements, and also outlines minimum requirements for
college entrance.

Use this program to stay on track with your goals. Be sure to discuss your options with your
parents or guardians. Remember to use your teachers and school counselors as resources
throughout the course selection process. Your high school education is the cornerstone of
building a successful future and it all starts with your planning from year to year.

Three things to consider while making course selections:
1. Do these courses help me fulfill graduation requirements at THS? (Page 4)

2. Will the courses I've selected make me competitive in my goals of being accepted to a
college, technical school, military branch, or for a job opportunity? (Page 7)

3. How will these courses help me become a better person creatively, academically,
and/or socially? (Page 2)

As you read and use this Program of Studies Booklet, please do not hesitate to contact the
Administrative Staff or your School Counselor if you have any questions or if you wish
additional information. We are most willing to assist you in the important process of course
selection.

Take advantage of your high school years and challenge yourself both personally and
academically.
Sincerely,

Lori Lusitani

School Counselor (A-L) lg/li;;halechcGOINarEM .
chool Counselor (M-
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KEY TO USING THE PROGRAM OF STUDIES

1. Student assessments, classroom performance, motivation, and teacher/counselor
recommendation will be utilized in the placement procedure.

2. It is strongly recommended that students challenge themselves with a schedule that is
commensurate with their ability. A student may, therefore, be refused entry to a course that is
lower than the student's indicated academic ability.

3. Courses generally have pre-requisites which must be completed before enrollment. However,
if the teacher judges that the student has sufficient background for success in the higher level
course based on previous comparable coursework an exception may be permitted.

4. Summer school make-up or tutorial may be recommended before enrollment is permitted in a
sequential course. This can be arranged through the Counseling Department.

5. Teachers will begin making their recommendations for future classes at the midterm portion of
the school year. Counselors will meet with students during the third quarter to discuss
recommendations, elective courses, and developing a program that meets the student’s goals.
Students will be informed of the classes they have been scheduled for prior to summer break.

NOTE: Classes in this Program of Studies will be offered based on student enrollment and
subject to final approval by the administration. Every course listed may not be offered every
year.



PORTRAIT OF A GRADUATE

To ensure that students have the necessary skills and dispositions to accomplish our mission, the
school community has identified five qualities that each student should develop over their Pre-K 12
experience and demonstrate prior to graduation.

Creative Problem Solver

A creative problem solver identifies interesting questions or problems and develops a process to
answer or solve them. They understand that failure is part of the creative process and consider a
variety of potential solutions in pursuit of their goal. A student who demonstrates the qualities of a
creative problem solver:

e Poses appropriate and thought-provoking questions or identifies novel problems;

e Accurately frames a problem/question and develops a viable plan to address/solve it;

e Perseveres through setbacks and uses mistakes to improve the final product; and

e Anticipates obstacles and considers alternate solutions.

Critical Thinker

A critical thinker draws on prior knowledge and effective research practices to assess the validity of
ideas or opinions. They can provide well constructed feedback as well as use feedback from others
to improve their ideas or better support their positions. A student who demonstrates the qualities or
a critical thinker:

Builds a comprehensive understanding of basic content to support their thinking;

e Produces well reasoned, well supported opinions appropriate to the context;

® Assesses sources for authenticity and reliability; and

e Provides and responds to feedback respectfully and constructively.

Credible Communicator

A credible communicator conveys their ideas clearly and effectively. They leverage their medium to
support their message and reach their audience. A student who demonstrates the qualities of a
credible communicator:
e Develops a clear purpose and incorporates relevant experience or source material in support

of it;

Recognizes and responds to the needs of their audience;

Uses the conventions of the medium appropriately to enhance their message; and

Expresses themselves knowledgeably, sincerely, and confidently.



Engaged Collaborator

An engaged collaborator fully participates in their group and makes beneficial contributions to the
work regardless of their role. They attend to the contributions of others and adapt to a change of
idea or process. A student who demonstrates the qualities of an engaged collaborator:
e Actively listens to others, respectfully considers various points of view, and revises their
thinking as needed;
Contributes positively to the work both as an individual and a member of the group; and
Switches between leading and supporting roles as dictated by the needs of the group.

Responsible Citizen

A global citizen interacts with a variety of people and builds strong, mutually respectful
relationships. They strive to manage themselves and their resources in a way that is both healthy
and beneficial to them and their community. A student who demonstrates the qualities of a global
citizen:

e Respectfully interacts with people from a wide range of cultures and backgrounds;

o Makes ethical, healthy, and responsible decisions;

e Recognizes their strengths and weakness and strives to improve themselves;

e Builds relationships and advocates appropriately for themselves, others, and their

community; and
e Organizes and uses resources appropriately.



TERRYVILLE HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

25 credits including the following subjects must be earned:

English 4 Credits (Humanities)
Math 3 Credits (STEM)
Social 3 Credits required: Civics, US History I & U.S. II (Humanities)
Studies
Science 3 credits required: Physical Science, Biology & Chemistry
(STEM)
World 1 Credit (Humanities/WLA)
Languages
Phys. Ed. & 1 Credit
Wellness
Health & 1 Credit
Safety
Education
Electives 2 Credits Additional Humanities
3 Credits Additional STEM
3 Credits in Any Area
Mastery- 1 Credit
Based (Career Exploration Capstone)
Diploma
Assessment

Seniors will participate in a school and community organized “Senior Give Back
Day”, a common community service goal that will take place during the spring
semester of senior year. Students who do not participate in this community service
event will be required to independently complete a minimum of ten (10) hours of
community service through a non-profit agency or organization and hours must be
documented with the Career Center.

Beginning with the Class of 2027 all students will be required to earn a Y4 credit in
Personal Finance and a Y2 credit in Career Exploration Capstone.



9T™H GRADE
English
Math
World History through Current Events
Physical Science
Spanish
Physical Education (1/2 year)
Band/Chorus or Elective
Health (1/2 year)

10™ GRADE
English
Math
US History I & Civics
Biology
Spanish or Elective
Physical Education (1/2 year)
Band/Chorus or Elective
Health (1/2 year)

11™ GRADE
English
Math
US History II
Chemistry
Personal Finance
(May include Band/Chorus)
Career Exploration Capstone 1 (1/2 year)
Three Upper Level Electives

12™ GRADE
English
(May include Band/Chorus)
No More Than Two Study Halls Per Semester
At least Five Upper Level Electives

Credits Needed for Grade Promotion
Sophomore Status- 6.5 Credits

Junior Status — 13.5 Credits

Senior Status - 20 Credits

Graduation - 25 Credits




GUIDELINES

The grading system is based on the following scale:

Excellent 90-100
Approaching Excellency 80-89
Proficient 70-79
Developing 65-69
Failure 64 and Below
Incomplete INC
Withdrawn/Pass WP
Withdrawn/Failu WF

re No Credit NC
Granted

No Grade Issued NG
Audit AUD

1. Students with "Incompletes" are given a reasonable but definite time limit to complete the
work; "Incompletes" not made up will be considered failures.

2. For determining class rank, subjects are weighted- i.e., Honors Geometry has a higher weight
than College Prep Geometry, giving recognition to the student involved in the more demanding
level. See Appendix B.

3. Honor Roll is determined at the end of each quarter. See Appendix A-1 for Honor Roll
Description.

4. Numerical grades are issued on report cards to reflect student achievement. A minimum grade
of 65% is required to pass a course.

5. If a subject is dropped after the first three weeks of school, the subject will appear on all
official school records as a Withdrawn/Failure (W/F). AP courses will be extended to the end of
the first quarter. W/F carries a final average of 60 and will be calculated into the cumulative
GPA. This will effect class rank, participation in athletics, and National Honor Society status.



ADMISSION TO COLLEGE

Schools vary widely as to the high school subjects required for admission. The following list
may serve as a guideline, but early planning is essential. College websites outline in detail
specific courses which are required for admission, but consultation with a school counselor and
college admissions personnel is advised.

MINIMUM GUIDELINES FOR FUTURE EDUCATION
1. Four-year Degree Granting Colleges require

English 4 years

Mathematics | At least 3 years (Algebra & Geometry). Many want 4 depending on their major
field of study.

Science 2 years of laboratory courses. Many require Biology and Chemistry

Language™** 2 years minimum of one language. 3-4 years of one language may be required.

Social Studies | 3 years - including US History I & II.

Schools of Allied Health, Architecture, Business, Engineering, and Nursing may exceed the above
guidelines. Please consult with your counselor regarding these areas.

#*]T IS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED THAT STUDENTS WHO INTEND TO ENTER A
FOUR-YEAR COLLEGE PURSUE THE STUDY OF WORLD LANGUAGE FOR NO LESS
THAN THREE (3) YEARS.

II. Two-year Junior & Community College Transfer Program
Associates Degree: Requirements generally follow those listed for 4-year colleges. Transfer is
made in the third year to the 4-year college, where a major is elected for the final two years.

ITI. Two-year Colleges and Community Technical Colleges - Associate's Degree

English 4 years

Mathematics at least 2 years (Algebra and/or Geometry may be required).
Science Biology (Chemistry or Physics may be required).

Social Studies Meet secondary school requirements.

Some programs of study require additional Math and Science courses - see your counselor.

IV. Certificate Programs

These programs require a high school diploma and generally follow the high school
requirements. See counselor for information on specific programs.



COURSE LEVEL DESCRIPTIONS

Students should select their courses with attention to their goals and aspirations, previous
preparation, achievement level to date, standardized testing data, and motivation. Teachers will
make recommendations about courses and levels based on their work with the student. If a student
wishes to register for a course not recommended by his/her teacher, the parent and student will need
to sign a Course Change Request Form.

Advanced Placement (AP):

AP courses follow the guidelines as put forth by the College Board, with the expectation that
students who register for an AP course will take the AP exam in May (please contact your
counselor for information regarding exam fees). Student performance on the AP exam can result in
college credit. Students who register for two or more AP courses should consider a parent-student-
school conference with their counselor to discuss the projected course load, which includes out-of-
class requirements that go above and beyond those of a typical, non-AP course.

Honors (H) & College Preparatory (CP) Courses:

All courses at Terryville High School are rigorous, intellectually stimulating, challenging, and
provide rich experiences and excellent preparation for college study. Students will discover
common factors in both Honors and College Prep courses relative to curriculum and assessment.
However, the main differences between the levels is that Honors homework assignments tend to be
longer and more comprehensive (including extensive reading and writing assignments), the course
itself is faster paced, and instructional material is more complex and presented at a greater depth.
Consider that the quality of the course content is comparable, but the quantity of material and work
is much greater at the Honors level. Students enrolled in Honors courses need to be committed to
extended study and prep time, be disciplined and independent with their work habits, and
demonstrate self-motivation.



ENGLISH COURSES

FRESHMAN ENGLISH - Literature & Language Arts (Humanities)

Full Year — College Prep (1 Credit) Honors (1 Credit)

This unit is designed to reinforce students to fundamentals originally learned during their K-8
experience. The 9th-grade course is a hybrid model of instruction centered around traditional whole-
class texts now combined with the reader/writer workshop model of literature circles and independent
choice readings. Students develop strategies to select appropriate texts, using techniques to select and
cite strong and thorough textual evidence, develop a variety of types of writing for a range of tasks,
purposes, and audiences as well as apply all stages of the process of planning, revising, editing,
rewriting, or trying a new approach to develop their writing. In addition, students will initiate and
participate in a range of collaborative discussions, building on others' ideas and expressing their own
clearly and persuasively. Students will express their opinions on these topics by crafting an argument
with a clear claim, supporting evidence, and analysis of this evidence. Students learn to identify key
literary analysis skills by reading at multiple levels of the text ranging from the literal to the implied
and nuanced as well as thinking about the author’s craft and purpose. This course also aims for
students to gain a deeper understanding of other cultures. Through the idea of universal themes and
common humanity, students make connections between themselves and the course material. Skill focus
for students includes determining themes developing over a text, assessing point of view, and
analyzing how culture influences the stories we tell ourselves. These skills are those that students will
continue to use not only for the duration of their education but in their real lives as well.
***Prerequisites: Successful completion of Eighth Grade ELA; an 80 average in ELA or teacher
recommendation to be placed in Honors

SOPHOMORE ENGLISH - Literature & Language Arts (Humanities)

Full Year — College Prep (1 Credit) Honors (1 Credit)

Sophomore English is an integrated language arts program that focuses on interpreting literature of
early American literature through reading and writing. The Sophomore course follows the trajectory
of the pre-American identity, ranging from the pre-1600s with Indigenous peoples, the establishment
of the colonies, the presence of slavery as early as the mid-1600s, and the rapid social changes the
new nation endured in the early 1900s. The primary trajectory is a focus on the development of the
American identity as well as the modern impact the past has on the present. Selections of short
stories, myths, plays, novels, and poetry provide for the development of each unit. Similar to the
Freshman English course, instruction centers around common core standards: speaking and listening,
development of language, and best practices for reading analysis and the writing process. Instruction
continues to emphasize the development and improvement of written and verbal communication
skills through formal and informal writing, frequent class discussions, and presentations, especially in
preparation for junior year. Students should expect both daily and long-term assignments. Students in
Honors are expected to read more complex texts, effectively work independently and
interdependently, and produce more sophisticated pieces of writing.

***Prerequisites: Successful completion of Freshman English; with an 80 average in Honors or
teacher recommendation to be placed in Honors



JUNIOR ENGLISH - Literature & Language Arts (Humanities)

Full Year — College Prep (1 Credit)

The American Literature, a survey course for juniors, is an integrated language arts program that
focuses on reading and interpreting literature of the various periods and genres of the American
Literary tradition, as well as on the four modes of writing. The literature study includes early 20th
century fiction, and continues chronologically, ending with literature and discussions based on the
Vietnam War. The course also includes instruction in speaking, listening, and writing, with regular
attention given to grammar, usage, and vocabulary development. Students develop oral presentation
skills through class discussions, presentation of their writing, and other formal creative endeavors.
Students should expect both daily and long-term assignments, appropriately gauged to their level.
Students will continue their use of research fundamentals.

***Prerequisites: Successful completion of Sophomore English

VOICES IN AMERICAN LITERATURE - Literature & Language Arts (Humanities)

Full Year — Honors (1 Credit)

Voices of America is unique in that it is open enrollment to both Juniors and Seniors and coursework
centers on the language and perspectives of American voices. American literature is the product of a
diversity of peoples, regions, philosophies, and ways of life. Beyond the intrinsic pleasure and
usefulness of knowing more about the history of this literature, a focus on American voices can benefit
you in several ways. Our fields of critical investigation are wide-ranging. In addition to more
traditionally defined areas of literature, our work addresses a variety of media and genres focusing on
expression from across America in both literature and other source material (including print, sound,
photography, and film) from the last 100 years. Selected from among a diverse group of authors for
what they reflect and reveal about the evolving American experience and character, this wide range of
selected texts and other sources will be used by students to develop and refine their close reading
skills, writing and thinking critically about not only what we read but how it moves us and shapes our
understanding of the world.

From the colloquial to the informal to the formal, this course examines the development of the writing
voice and explores the stylistic and rhetorical choices writers make to communicate meaning and
knowledge. As such, our own writing and reflections will be a range of styles and genres. Our reading
and writing reflect the central tenets of American Core Beliefs. Our mentor texts and sources reflect
central thematic topics but student choice will drive which subtopics our class focuses on as we
proceed throughout the year. Ultimately, this course will offer students an opportunity to "experience"
and appreciate where we come from and the rich tapestry that reflects all the Voices of America.
***Prerequisites: An 80 average in Sophomore English Honors, successful completion of AP
Language, or teacher recommendation

ADVANCED PLACEMENT LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION (Humanities)
Full year (1 Credit) AP Credit

10



The Junior Advanced Placement Program in Language and Composition is a seminar that requires
close reading and critical interpretation of writing, particularly non-fiction. In addition, students will
also engage in the process of analyzing graphics and visual aids in relation to written text. This is an
extensive writing program encompassing a variety of styles and audiences with an emphasis on
vocabulary development, syntax, diction, and mechanics. Students will develop research skills and the
ability to evaluate both primary and secondary sources. Through their writing, students are encouraged
to find meaning in what they read, interpret beyond the surface level, reflect with thoughtful
perception, support textual passages, and write with stylistic maturity. Assignments include conducting
research and writing argument papers in MLA format.

Students take the AP exam in the spring.

***Prerequisites: An 85 average in Sophomore English Honors, an 85 average in Voices in
American Literature, or teacher recommendation

SENIOR ENGLISH - Literature & Language Arts (Humanities)

Full Year — College Prep (1 Credit)

The Senior English course is an inquiry-based course that focuses on questions and the seeking of
answers. It is, by definition, the process of asking questions and trying out answers. While there are no
correct answers, the course’s purpose is intended to stimulate thought, to encourage critical
examination of what others have to say, and to develop independent ideas. The voices presented in
these units are intended for students to consider and then reflect on their own views in light of what
these other writers present. The essential questions are designed to allow students the ability to hear
multiple perspectives and develop their own answers in response. Class discussion is a core element as
is thoughtful, reflective responses. Key units include: How Do I Know Who I Am? How Do I Know What it
Means to be Human? What is Really Important? What is a Good Idea? What Can We Learn From The Past? and
What Will the Future Be 1 .ike?

This course continues to foster the ability to think critically and reflectively. The large amount of
instruction which is centered around discussion means that accountable talk (speaking and listening
standards) remains a key element of our assessment. In addition, other common core standards such as
the aforementioned best practices for reading analysis and the writing process continue to emphasize
the development and improvement of written and verbal communication skills through formal writing,
class discussion, and presentations.

***Prerequisites: Successful completion of Junior English, AP Language, or Voices in American
Literature

SENIOR ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENGLISH - Literature & Composition (Humanities)
Full Year (1 Credit)

The Senior Advanced Placement Program in Literature and Composition is a course that focuses on
reading, analyzing, and writing about imaginative literature (fiction, poetry, drama) from various
periods. Students engage in close reading and critical analysis of imaginative literature to deepen their
understanding of the ways writers use language to provide both meaning and pleasure. As they read,
students consider a work’s structure, style, and themes, as well as its use of figurative language,

imagery, and symbolism. The class will focus on five core enduring understandings: character, setting,
11



structure, narration, and figurative language. Writing assignments include expository, analytical, and
argumentative pieces that require students to analyze and interpret literary works. Finally, students will
be provided with strategies and practice opportunities for taking the AP Exam in Literature and
Composition.

Students take the AP Exam in the spring.

***Prerequisites: A 70 average or higher in AP Language, an 85 average in Voices in American
Literature, or teacher recommendation

CAREER EXPLORATION CAPSTONE (Humanities)

Junior Year Semester Course — College Prep (1/2 Credit)

The Career Exploration Capstone provides students with an opportunity to investigate career interests
and postsecondary plans by synthesizing classroom study, self-discovery, real-world perspective, and
personalized learning. The goal of the Capstone experience is to inspire student engagement in a
learning opportunity that is above and beyond the normal academic curriculum while building
necessary 21st-century skills for a successful future.

The course leads students through an inquiry-based experience of their choosing. Learners are
expected to create a plan for exploring post-graduation opportunities based on their individual
interests. Topics include researching potential career paths, understanding the importance of career
satisfaction, writing effective resumes and cover letters, building a website, and practicing interview
skills. A requirement of the Career Exploration Capstone course is 20 hours of documented
experiential learning consisting of, but not limited to, the following activities: job shadowing, group
trips, informational interviews, online videos, college visits, and guest speakers. Capstone learners
will demonstrate their ability to apply key knowledge and skills by planning and organizing a
culminating project linked to their chosen career interests. The purpose of the exhibition will be to
display learning in a creative way as well as further reinforce communication and organizational skills.
Exhibits should display career focus while also highlighting the learning process and project outcomes.
Students will be assessed regarding specific skills according to the following elements:
Communication, Digital Literacy, Critical Thinking, Curiosity, Persistence, Flexibility/Adaptability,
Integrity, Emotional Intelligence, and Interpersonal Skills.

***Prerequisites: Students are in their Junior year.

SOCIAL STUDIES COURSES

MODERN WORLD HISTORY (Humanities)
Full Year (1 Credit)
Modern World History is a full year course all freshman are required to take.

12



Modern World History discusses topics starting in the 15 th century and draws connections between
those topics and the current world situation. This course is an overview that will give students
understandings into the history and culture of people from all continents. Since it is a survey

course, there will be a wide variety of topics and ideas covered enabling students to better
understand the world in which they live. There will be an emphasis on geography to provide

the proper perspective to the importance of our environment to current events. The

development of modern governmental systems throughout the world will be traced and

applied to help students understand their place in the world.

CIVICS (Humanities)

Half Year — (1/2 Credit)

Civics is a half year course that must be taken and passed by all Sophomores except those
who choose to take A.P. United States Government in their sophomore year. Topics include
a study of major historic documents that lead to the creation of the Declaration of
Independence and the United States Constitution. The Constitution is studied in depth
highlighting the concepts of checks and balances and the three branches of government. A
study of state and local government is included in this course, which examines an overview
of the criminal justice system, the role of the citizen, as well as the development of federal
and state agencies, the role of the media and political parties highlighting the process of our
democratic republic. Throughout the course, current events and developments are also
examined.

UNITED STATES HISTORY I (Humanities)

Half Year — (1/2 Credit)

United States History I is a half year course that must be taken and passed by all
Sophomores except those who choose to take A.P. United States Government in their
sophomore year.

U.S. History I is the study of the nation’s development beginning with an overview of the
period of Reconstruction after the Civil War and focusing on the events from the late 1800’s
up to the eve of World War I. Topics of study include the opening of the West to non-native
settlement, industrialization, urbanization, immigration, the development of the era of big
business, and all the events that lead to an era of great change in the daily lives of all
Americans. Social, cultural, and political developments are explored in depth. The course
concludes with a study of America’s imperialist period highlighting America’s expansion to
a world-wide power and ultimately bringing the United States into the family of nations that
exploded into World War I.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS
(Humanities)
Full Year - sophomore elective taken in place of Civics and U.S. History I - (1 credit)

13



AP United States Government and Politics introduces students to key political ideas,
institutions, policies, interactions, roles, and behaviors that characterize the political culture
of the United States. The course examines politically significant concepts and themes,
through which students learn to apply disciplinary reasoning, assess causes and
consequences of political events, and interpret data to develop evidence-based arguments.
The expectation is for students who take A.P. U.S. Government and Politics to continue on
to take A.P. United States History.

AP Government and Politics may be taken by a senior as an elective.

Students taking an AP course are expected to take the AP exam in the spring.
***Prerequisite: World History Through Current Events with an 85 average or
teacher recommendation

UNITED STATES HISTORY II - WORLD WAR I TO THE PRESENT (Humanities)
Full Year — College Prep (1 Credit) Honors (1 Credit)

United States History Il is a full year course that must be taken and passed by all
juniors.

United States History II is the study of the country’s history from World War I through the
present day. There is a brief overview of the content covered in United States History Part I,
but the bulk of the course is spent studying the developments and events, confrontations and
achievements of World War I that shaped the events of the 20th and 21st centuries. The
goal of the course is to connect the recent past to the events of today so students can exit the
course understanding the historic roots of modern American society.

***Prerequisite: Successful completion of Civics and US History 1; with an 80 average
or teacher recommendation to be placed in Honors

ADVANCED PLACEMENT UNITED STATES HISTORY (Humanities)

Full Year (1 Credit)

AP US History is a full-year course that is taken as an elective in place of United States
History II. U.S. History must be completed and passed by all juniors.

The AP US History course is designed to provide students with analytical skills and factual
knowledge necessary to deal critically with the problems and materials in US History. The
program prepares students for intermediate and advanced college courses by making
demands upon them equivalent to those made by introductory college courses. Students
should learn to assess historical materials, their relevance to a given interpretive problem,
reliability, and importance, and then weigh the evidence and interpretations presented in
historical scholarship. An AP US History course should thus develop the skills necessary to
arrive at conclusions on the basis of an informed judgment and to present reasons and
evidence clearly and persuasively in essay format. Course content and themes include
American diversity, American identity, culture, demographic changes, economic
transformations, environment, globalization, engagement, politics and citizenship, colonial

14



and revolutionary legacies, reform, diverse movements, and religion. This elective course is
offered to juniors although it will encompass a thorough review of United States History I
from the teaching perspective of an Advanced Placement course.

AP US History may be taken by a senior as an elective.

Students taking an AP course are expected to take the AP exam in the spring.
***Prerequisite: Civics and US History I with an 85 average, AP Government with a
70 average, or teacher recommendation

AFRICAN AMERICAN/BLACK AND PUERTO RICAN/LATINO COURSE OF
STUDIES (Humanities)

Full Year (1 Credit)

The African American/Black and Puerto Rican/Latino Course of Studies is a one credit,
year-long elective in which students will consider the scope of African American/Black and
Puerto Rican/Latino contributions to U.S. history, society, economy, and culture. It utilizes
Connecticut’s Social Studies Framework themes and inquiry-based approach already
familiar to social studies teachers to deliver a content rich and personalized learning
experience. The course is an opportunity for students to explore accomplishments, struggles,
intersections, perspectives, and collaborations of African American/Black and Puerto
Rican/Latino people in the U.S. Students will examine how historical movements,
legislation, and wars affected the citizenship rights of these groups and how they, both
separately and together, worked to build U.S. cultural and economic wealth and create

more just societies in local, national, and international contexts. Coursework will provide
students with tools to identify historic and contemporary tensions around race and
difference; map economic and racial disparities over time; strengthen their own identity
development; and address bias in their communities. This course will contribute to the
critical consciousness and civic-mindedness competencies of a twenty-first century
graduate, and ultimately facilitate students’ interest in pursuing further ethnic, anthropology,
or human rights studies in the future.

African American/Black and Puerto Rican/Latino Course of Studies (Humanities) may
be taken by a junior or senior as an elective.

HISTORY THROUGH FILM (Humanities)

Full-Year — College Prep (1 Credit)

The goal of this course is to understand and comprehend the major historical events of 20th
Century America through the medium of film. This year long course will examine major
political, social, & cultural significance within the confines of that period of our nation’s
history. All students will be expected to participate in class discussions, read primary and
secondary source documents, independently research topics, and create projects based on the
major themes covered in the class. This course will use films to generate discussion and
increase comprehension of the time-period, while also deepening the students;
understanding of this era and how it has influenced the world that we live in today.

15



*** Prerequisite: Senior elective

SOCIOLOGY/PSYCHOLOGY (Humanities)

Full Year - College Prep (1 Credit)

Sociology is the study of human relationships. This course will cover various topics
including people and their world; cultural values, norms and sanctions; the organization of
society; collective behavior; social institutions; sociology applied to social problems; social
groups, stratification, minorities, the family, education, and mass society. Psychology is the
study of mind and behavior. Psychology encompasses the study of human behavior for
students who want to understand themselves and others better. The subject areas to be
considered include the scope of psychology, psychological methods, biological influences
on behavior including sleeping and dreaming, sensation and perception, the development of
personality, the growth of the individual from birth through death, as well as an examination
of intelligence, health, and abnormal psychology.

***Prerequisite: Senior elective

ADVANCED PLACEMENT PSYCHOLOGY (Humanities)

Full Year (1 Credit)

The AP Psychology course introduces students to the systematic and scientific study of
human behavior and mental processes. While considering the studies that have shaped the
field, students explore and apply psychological theories, key concepts, and phenomena
associated with major units of study, including biological bases of behavior, cognition,
development, learning, social psychology, personality, and mental and physical health.
Throughout the course, students apply psychological concepts and employ psychological
research methods and data interpretation to evaluate claims, consider evidence, and
effectively communicate ideas.

Students taking an AP course are expected to take the AP exam in the spring.
***Prerequisite: Senior Elective, successful completion of Biology, teacher
recommendation. (For those seniors enrolling in AP Psychology who wish to take
Sociology, the option is available for them to take the first half of the
Sociology/Psychology course only and receive 1/2 credit)

SCIENCE COURSES

PHYSICAL SCIENCE (STEM)

Full Year — College Prep (1 Credit) Honors (1 Credit)

The College Prep and Honors courses are aligned to the Next Generation Science Standards. The
courses include earth science and 21 century issues, including water, climate change, resources, and
the greenhouse effect. The Honors level course is designed for students who are self-motivated in the
classroom and desire a deeper understanding of concepts. Students should have a strong background in
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Language Arts and Math with good reading, writing and analytical skills
***Prerequisite: Successful completion of Eighth Grade Science; an 80 average or teacher
recommendation to be placed in Honors

BIOLOGY (STEM)

Full Year — College Prep (1 Credit) Honors (1 Credit)

The College Prep and Honors courses are aligned to the Next Generation Science Standards. The
courses include structure and function, inheritance and variation of traits, matter and energy in
organisms and ecosystems, natural selection and evolution. The Honors level course is designed for
students who are self-motivated in the classroom and desire a deeper understanding of concepts. Strong
skills in reading, writing and analysis are required.

*** Prerequisite: Successful completion of Physical Science; with an 80 average in Honors or
teacher recommendation to be placed in Honors

ADVANCED PLACEMENT BIOLOGY (STEM)

Full Year - (1 1/2 Credits)

This course is the equivalent of two semester college courses. The curriculum reflects the AP program
syllabus so that students are prepared to take the Advanced Placement Biology Exam developed by the
College Board. AP Biology is a rigorously demanding course requiring considerable work outside of
class and the ability to work independently on assignments. This course relies on students having a
prerequisite knowledge of biology and chemistry to build from.

This course meets two class periods a day (10 periods a week), with mandatory labs scheduled
throughout the year. Students should prepare for nightly homework and reading in addition to devoting
extra hours on weekends to keep up with course demands.

Students taking an AP course are expected to take the AP exam in the spring.

***Prerequisite: Biology Honors with an average of 85, Chemistry Honors with an average of 85,
or teacher recommendation (this course is available to sophomores with teacher
recommendation)

CHEMISTRY (STEM)

Full Year — College Prep (1 Credit) Honors (1 Credit)

This course introduces students to the laws and relationships that govern the properties,
composition, and reactions of matter. The course incorporated NGSS concepts by blending
laboratory experiences with computer-based activities and classroom instruction and
demonstrations. Students choosing the honors-level course must possess strong math skills.

*** Prerequisite: Successful completion of Biology; with an 80 average in Honors or teacher
recommendation to be placed in Honors

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE (STEM)
Full Year — College Prep (1 Credit)
This course is an exploration of the Earth's biomes and ecosystems. Through readings, group
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discussions, laboratory and field studies, and research projects, students will gain an appreciation for
the interconnected relationships among all living things, the environment, and the impact of humans
on the environment. Among the topics of investigation are biodiversity, sustainability, wildlife
management, conservation of resources, and pollution and its effects on plant and animal life. This
course cannot be taken in place of Chemistry

***Prerequisite: Successful completion of Biology

PHYSICS (STEM)

Full Year - Honors (1 Credit)

Physics is a study of matter, its effects on motion, and its interactions with energy. Physics attempts
to explain the fundamental mechanisms of other sciences in order to gain an understanding of how
our universe behaves. Topics covered include kinematics, dynamics, and work and energy. The
course also touches on modern concepts such as relativity. The course blends numerous laboratory
activities, computer modeling and multi-media presentations to give students a solid background in
these areas. Connections with other sciences and math are frequently incorporated into the course.
***Prerequisite: Successful completion of Chemistry Honors and Algebra IT with an 80
average or teacher recommendation

HUMAN ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY (STEM)

Full Year — Honors (1 Credit)

This is an introductory course in human anatomy and physiology tailored for students interested in
human health and medical careers and related fields. Classes center on the organization, structure,
function, maintenance and continuity of the human body. The laboratory work includes animal
organ dissections along with the dissections of preserved specimens, such as the cat or fetal pig.
Dissections are designed to reinforce understanding of the principles and concepts of human
anatomy and physiology. This course is rigorous in both the anatomical complexity and metabolic
explanations of bodily functions

*#* Prerequisite: Honors Biology with an 80 average or teacher recommendation

MATHEMATICS COURSES

ALGEBRA1 (STEM)
Full Year — (1 Credit)

This course is modeled after the Connecticut State Algebra 1 curriculum. Topics that are
covered include patterns, linear equations and inequalities, function, linear functions, scatter
plots and trend lines, systems, introduction to exponential functions, and quadratic functions.
***Prerequisite: Eighth grade teacher recommendation

ALGEBRA IA (STEM)
Full Year — (1 Credit)
Algebra IA is year one of a two year Algebra track. Topics include foundations of algebra, expressions
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and equations, numeracy skills, and exponents. Algebra 1A combined with Algebra 1B will provide
students with the same content as Algebra 1.
***Prerequisite: Eighth grade teacher recommendation

ALGEBRA IB (STEM)

Full Year — (1 Credit)

Algebra IB is year two of a two year Algebra track. Topics include functions and graphs, equations and
inequalities, exponents and polynomials. Algebra 1A combined with Algebra 1B will provide students
with the same content as Algebra 1.

***Prerequisite: Successful completion of Algebra 1A

GEOMETRY (STEM)

Full Year - College Prep (1 Credit) Honors (1 Credit)

This course at a CP level is an informal approach to plane and space geometry. Topics include the
language of geometry, angles, polygons, polyhedral transformations, measurement, similarity and
circles. An interactive approach is stressed. Honors Geometry is a formal approach to plane and space
geometry. Topics covered in this course include the nature of proof, reasoning, logic, parallels,
congruence, perpendiculars, polygons, similarity and transformation in the plane. A review of algebra
skills and practice on college preparatory tests is also included.

***Prerequisite: Successful completion of Algebra 1 or Algebra 1B; with an 80

average in Algebra or teacher recommendation to be placed in Honors

ALGEBRA II (STEM)

Full Year — College Prep (1 Credit) Honors (1 Credit)

This course includes topics of linear and quadratic equations and inequalities, sequences and series,
rational and irrational numbers, exponents, functions, and trigonometric functions. The honors
version of this class utilized additional applications and a greater depth of problem solving in each
topic.

***Prerequisite: Successful completion of Geometry; with an 80 average in

Honors or teacher recommendation to be placed in Honors

INTERMEDIATE ALGEBRA MAT1010 - CT COMMUNITY COLLEGE DUAL
ENROLLMENT

Full Year - Honors (1 Credit)

This course is a further study of algebra and mathematical modeling of functions and relations
represented by tables, graphs, words, and symbols. Polynomial functions and expressions with special
attention to linear, quadratic, exponential, rational, and radical functions are studied. Trigonometry
includes the study of right triangles, degrees, radians, vectors, and identities. There is an emphasis on
applications for all topics.

***Prerequisite: Senior status. Successful completion of Algebra II or admin approval.



To receive credit for Tunxis:

Completion of Tunxis final exam (25%)

Four exams (one per chapter at 15% each) for 60% of course grade
Homework (15%)

Final grade average is at 70 or greater

PRE-CALCULUS (STEM)

Full Year - Honors (1 Credit)

The course includes: topics in logic, analysis of functions, functions, equations and inequalities,
integers, polynomials, rational functions, trigonometric identities and equations, recursion and
mathematical induction, polar coordinates and complex numbers, and characteristics and binomial
theorem.

***Prerequisite: Successful completion of Algebra 2; with an 80 average in Honors or teacher
recommendation to be placed in Honors

ADVANCED PLACEMENT CALCULUS (STEM)

Full Year (1 Credit)

Calculus is an Advanced Placement Course and allows the student to earn credit in college, by
passing the Advanced Placement Calculus Test in mid-May. This course follows the Advanced
Placement Calculus AB Curriculum.

Students taking an AP course are expected to take the AP exam in the spring.
*** Prerequisite: Pre-Calculus Honors with an 85 average or teacher recommendation

ADVANCED PLACEMENT STATISTICS (STEM)

Full Year (1 Credit)

Advanced Placement Statistics is a full year, non-calculus based, college-level introductory statistics
course in which students are introduced to four major concepts: collecting and exploring data,
descriptive methods, probability, and statistical inferences. Students will gather data, analyze it both
numerically and graphically, and then draw conclusions from it. Graphing calculators will be used
in class daily. It is highly recommended that students purchase their own TI-84 graphing calculator
for home use. Students will have the opportunity to take the Advanced Placement Statistics exam in
the spring. Students who successfully complete this course, AND pass the AP exam may receive
college credit and /or advanced placement for a one- semester Introductory College statistics course.
Students taking an AP course are expected to take the AP exam in the spring.

***Prerequisite: Algebra 2 Honors with an 85 average, Pre-Calculus with an 85 average, or
teacher recommendation

*Students who have not completed Pre-Calculus may take AP Statistics if, and only if, they are
enrolled in Pre-Calculus at the same time AND receive teacher recommendation
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WORLD LANGUAGES COURSES

SPANISH I (Humanities)

Full Year (1 Credit)

This beginning Spanish course uses an integrated learning system designed to provide students with
immediately useful language skills. There is a balanced focus on the four language skills of listening,
speaking, reading, and writing. Vocabulary and basic grammatical structures are introduced in real-
life contexts. Conversations and communication activities, both written and oral, are student
centered. Audio and videos are used to reinforce pronunciation and comprehension. Interdisciplinary
readings are used to gain insight in Spanish culture.

***Prerequisite: Eighth grade teacher recommendation

SPANISH II (Humanities)

Full Year (1 Credit)

Oral proficiency is improved through student to student cooperative work. Writing skills are further
developed by means of free expression compositions. Students compare and contrast the Spanish
culture with their own, thereby learning to think critically.

***Prerequisite: Successful completion of Spanish 1

SPANISH III (Humanities)

Full Year (1 Credit)

Spanish III is a continuation in the development of the language skills of listening, speaking, reading
and writing. Students acquire speaking skills in real life situations. Additional practical vocabulary
and more advanced structures are introduced. Communication activities, both written and oral, are
student centered. Cultural themes and interdisciplinary reading are an integral part of each cluster.
Students will learn about everyday life in Spanish-speaking countries around the world
***Prerequisite: Successful completion of Spanish IT

SPANISH IV (Humanities)

Honors - Full Year (1 Credit)

In Spanish IV the acquisition of vocabulary used in everyday life is emphasized. Writing, reading
and speaking skills are fostered. Some advanced grammatical structures are introduced. Oral
proficiency is increased through student to student cooperative work and teacher to student
exchanges. Cultural topics and projects are researched on the Internet.

***Prerequisite: Spanish III with a 75 average or teacher recommendation

ADVANCED PLACEMENT SPANISH (Humanities)

Full Year (1 Credit)

Advanced Placement Spanish Language and Culture is the equivalent of a college-level course and is
designed for students who possess strong reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills. Using
authentic materials, students will discuss Hispanic cultures within the following six themes: Personal
and Public Identities; Families and Communities; Contemporary Life; Global Challenges; Science
and Technology; and Beauty and Aesthetics. This course is conducted entirely in Spanish and
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students will work on developing proficiency in the four skills within the interpersonal,
interpretative, and presentational modes. Course content is aligned with the College Board Advanced
Placement Spanish Language and Culture course description.

***Prerequisite: Spanish IV with required grade of 85 or better or teacher recommendation

BUSINESS EDUCATION

ACCOUNTING I - CT COMMUNITY COLLEGE DUAL ENROLLMENT

Full Year - Honors (1 Credit)

Tunxis CCP Course Accounting I is a course of study designed to introduce students to basic
accounting theory. Double entry accounting is taught with instruction in both manual and automated
accounting systems. The standard text material is interfaced with the microcomputer. Accounting
theory and its practical application is taught by requiring each student to keep the records of a small
business for a fiscal period.

***Prerequisite: Juniors and Seniors only

PERSONAL FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT - CT COMMUNITY COLLEGE DUAL
ENROLLMENT

Half Year — Honors (1/2 Credit)

Personal Finance is a half year course that must be taken and passed by all students. Students exiting
high school are often faced with the uncertainty of the future, the confusion of the job market, and the
difficulty of managing personal finances. As students enter the 21st century, it is imperative that they
have the most up-to-date financial, economic, and legal skills possible to compete in today and
tomorrow's world. Colleges want prepared high school students and businesses need prepared
workers. This course will provide students with the skills for financial independence.
***Prerequisite: None

COMPUTER EDUCATION

TELEVISION PRODUCTION I (Humanities)

Half Year — Honors (1/2 Credit)

The purpose of this course is to enable students to develop skills in the production of television
programs. The content includes: terminology related to television production, roles of the operation
of video equipment, script writing and storyboarding for production, roles of the television
production team, direction and production, editing techniques, critical analysis of television
production, responsible use of information technology, career opportunities in the field of television
production, and history of television and its role as an element of the mass media.

***Prerequisite: None

TELEVISION PRODUCTION II (Humanities)
Half Year — College Prep (1/2 Credit)
The purpose of this course is to provide students the opportunity to apply television skills in the

planning, directing, and recording of television programs; demonstrate the ability to write script and
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dialogue for a television program, and demonstrate the ability to produce a television program.
Students will develop advanced skills in television production and learn to synthesize these skills in
planning, directing, and producing television programs. The goal of this course is for students to gain
independence in planning, writing, producing, supervising, and performing in television programs.
***Prerequisite: None

COMPUTER GRAPHICS (STEM)

Half Year— College Prep (1/2 Credit)

Computer Graphics is an introduction to the computer as a graphic design and artist's

tool. Students learn basic use and application of vector illustration using Adobe illustrator, raster
image using Adobe Photoshop, and scanning software programs throughout the artistic and design
processes. Emphasis is on "hands on" use of the computer, and how the computer can aid the artist's
and designer's problem solving process through interactive visual alternatives.

***Prerequisite: None

ADVANCED PLACEMENT COMPUTER SCIENCE (STEM)

Full Year Grades 11, 12 (1 Credit)

AP Computer Science Principles (CSP) is designed to be equivalent to a first-semester introductory
college computing course. Students will develop computational thinking skills vital for success across
all disciplines. Students are encouraged to apply creative processes when developing computational
artifacts, connect computing to everyday life and explore technology that interests them. Throughout
the course, students will develop effective communication and collaboration skills, working
individually and collaboratively to problem solve, while at the same time discussing the importance of
these problems, as well as the impact on their community, society, and the world.

Students taking an AP course are expected to take the AP exam in the spring.

***Prerequisite: It is recommended that students in the AP Computer Science Principles course have
successfully completed a first-year high school algebra course with a strong foundation of basic linear
functions, composition of functions, and problem-solving strategies that require multiple approaches
and collaborative efforts. In addition, students should be able to use a Cartesian (x, y) coordinate
system to represent points on a plane. It is important that students and their advisers understand that
any significant computer science course builds upon a foundation of mathematical reasoning that
should be acquired before attempting such a course. Prior computer science experience is not required
to take this course. Successful completion of Algebra II with teacher approval (no prior coding
necessary)

TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION

EXPLORING TECHNOLOGIES I (STEM)
Half Year — College Prep (1/2 Credit)
This course introduces students to the varied Technical Education areas using a STEM-based
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approach to integrate lab-based lessons/activities with communication, mathematics, and the sciences.
Each topic is designed as an exploration in the areas of, Electronics, Design, Manufacturing, Woods,
Transportation, and Energy. Students have opportunities to work both in teams and individually with
the emphasis on pushing beyond the core academics into discovering where all subjects meet as a
comprehensive activity. Students will learn proper techniques when working with the above mediums
to achieve projects that are well designed and properly constructed. The premise of Exploring
Technology is to have students explore a variety of areas as well as start the development of
transferable college or career skills.

* * * Prerequisite: None

WOODS I (STEM)

Half Year — College Prep (1/2 Credit) (Fall Semester)

This is an introduction to woodworking using a STEM-based approach to integrate woodworking
with mathematics and science using activity-based lessons. Instruction is designed to develop a
student’s awareness of various types of materials, measurement, layout, hand tools, and machinery
with an emphasis on safety. Students will learn how to plan and design a project along with how to
measure, select, cut, assemble, and finish materials into completed useful objects. These skills are
widely transferable into many trades and design related fields. Students will create, design, and
construct personalized teacher assigned projects with teacher guidance and close supervision. The
curriculum exposes students to employment opportunities within the woodworking field along with a
historical and scientific look at wood/woodworking, plastics, and manufacturing.

* * * Prerequisite: None

WOODS IIA (STEM)

Half Year — College Prep (1/2 Credit)

Fall Semester [odd graduating years]

This is a continuation of a STEM based education in woodworking with mathematics, science, and
problem-solving using activity-based lessons. Instruction is designed to extend a student’s awareness
of various types of materials, measurement, layout, hand tools and machinery with an emphasis on
safety. The class will explore all the aspects of woodworking including: fasteners, materials, joinery
and finishing. Students will construct personal project(s) of their choice with teacher guidance and
close supervision. This hands-on course will focus on both the student’s independent skills and
working collaboratively with others on various projects. The curriculum exposes students to
employment opportunities within the woodworking field along with a historical and scientific look at
wood/woodworking and residential construction marketplace.

The job outlook is very positive for building trades and design related fields for 2025 in the US are
over 100,000 vacancies and an average 3rd year salary of $61k - $75k.
***Prerequisite: Successful completion of Woods I
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WOODS IIB (STEM)

Half Year — College Prep (1/2 Credit)

Spring Semester [even graduating years]|

This is a continuation of a STEM based education in woodworking with mathematics, science, and
problem-solving using activity-based lessons. Instruction is designed to extend a student’s awareness
of various types of materials, measurement, layout, hand tools and machinery with an emphasis on
safety. The class will explore all the aspects of woodworking including: fasteners, materials, joinery
and finishing. Students will construct project(s) for the community with teacher guidance and close
supervision. This hands-on course will focus on both the student’s independent skills and working
collaboratively with others on various projects. The curriculum exposes students to employment
opportunities within the woodworking field along with a historical and scientific look at
wood/woodworking and residential construction marketplace. The job outlook is very positive for
building trades and design related fields for 2025 in the US are over 100,000 vacancies and an average
3rd year salary of $61k - $75k.

***Prerequisite: Successful completion of Woods I

CONSTRUCTION I (STEM)

Half Year — College Prep (1/2 Credit)

This is an introduction to construction using a STEM-based approach to integrate construction trades
with mathematics and science using activity-based lessons. Instruction is designed to develop a
student’s awareness of various types of materials, measurement, layout, hand tools, and machinery
with an emphasis on safety. Students learn typical house construction details, from building the
foundation to completing the roof. Modern carpentry practices are described in simple

language. Students learn how to use both hand and power tools correctly and safely. Special emphasis
is placed on framing procedures. These skills are widely transferable into many trades and design
related fields. Students will create, design, and construct personalized teacher assigned projects with
teacher guidance and close supervision. The curriculum exposes students to employment opportunities
within the woodworking field along with a historical and scientific look at wood/woodworking,
plastics, and manufacturing.

CONSTRUCTION ITA

Half Year — College Prep (1/2 Credit)

Fall Semester [even graduating years]

Construction II is an extension of Construction I with emphasis placed on the work site and the
STEMbased education in construction with mathematics, science, and problem-solving using activity-
based lessons. Instruction is designed to extend a student’s awareness of various types of materials,
measurement, layout, hand tools, and machinery with an emphasis on safety. The class will explore
various trade aspects of construction including electrical, plumbing, general building practices, and
building codes. Students will learn to interpret drawings and use various lay out techniques that will be
used throughout various projects. Practical uses of math, science, and problem-solving skills will be
applied to the construction site environment. The goal of this course is for students to gain
independence in carpentry and construction. The curriculum exposes students to employment
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opportunities within the construction related fields along with a historical and scientific look at the
residential construction marketplace. The job outlook is very positive for building trades and design
related fields; the outlook for 2025 in the US is over 100,000 vacancies and an average third year
salary of $49k to $68k.

***Prerequisite: Successful completion of Construction I

CONSTRUCTION IIB

Half Year — College Prep (1/2 Credit)

Spring Semester [odd graduating years]

Construction II is an extension of Construction I with emphasis placed on the work site and the
STEMbased education in construction with mathematics, science, and problem-solving using activity-
based lessons. Instruction is designed to extend a student’s awareness of various types of materials,
measurement, layout, hand tools, and machinery with an emphasis on safety. The class will explore
various trades of the construction trades including maintenance, repair, and landscape related projects.
Students will learn to interpret drawings and use various lay out techniques that will be used
throughout various projects. Practical uses of math, science, and problem-solving skills will be applied
to the construction site environment. The goal of this course is for students to gain independence in
carpentry and construction. The curriculum exposes students to employment opportunities within the
construction related fields along with a historical and scientific look at the residential construction
marketplace. The job outlook is very positive for building trades and design related fields; the outlook
for 2025 in the US is over 100,000 vacancies and an average third year salary of $49k to $68k.
***Prerequisite: Successful completion of Construction I

CULINARY ARTS

CULINARY ARTS 1 (STEM)

Half Year - College Prep (1/2 credit) grades 9, 10, 11, 12

This course is the first of three courses aligned with the National Restaurant’s Association’s Pro-Start
Program. In this class students will learn about the food service industry including careers in the food
service industry and topics that will build a successful path for them. Topics include, but are not
limited to kitchen essentials, baking essentials, fruits and vegetables, breakfast foods, potatoes and
grains, and stocks, sauces, and soups. A variety of cooking methods will be explored as well. Food
safety and sanitation will also be a focus where students will be introduced to basic food safety and
sanitation practices that they can build upon in future culinary classes.

* * * Prerequisite: None

CULINARY ARTS 2 - CT COMMUNITY COLLEGE DUAL ENROLLMENT

Full Year Honors - (1 Credit) grades 10, 11, 12

This course is the second of three courses aligned with the National Restaurant Association’s Pro-Start
Program. In this class students will learn about building effective communication and will continue to
focus on topics that will build a successful path in the food service industry. Topics include, but are not
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limited to food safety and sanitation, kitchen essentials, plated desserts, sandwiches & soups, salads
and garnishing, meat production and plating techniques as well as nutrition & sustainability. Students
will also be introduced to the basics of service outside the kitchen (front-of-the-house) and
management basics. Testing for Pro-Start Level 1 certification is recommended at the completion of
this course.

***Prerequisite: Culinary Arts 1

ADVANCED CULINARY (STEM)
Full Year - (1 Credit) grades 11, 12
This course is the third and final course aligned with the National Restaurant Association’s Pro-Start
Program. In this class students will continue to learn about building effective communication. Students
will also learn about writing menus, marketing, controlling costs and how to purchase and take
inventory. Students will continue to focus on the careers and topics that will build a successful path in
the food service industry and will begin learning about menu development, purchasing and inventory
while controlling cost and creating a marketing plan the first half of the year. The second half of the
year, students will continue to focus on guest service through activities offered both at school and off
site. Students will learn about advanced meal preparation and desserts, large scale food preparation and
catering, and global cuisines. Food safety and sanitation will continue to be a focus and the knowledge
students will have gained in this class and previous classes will give them the opportunity to become
ServeSafe certified. Testing for Pro-Start Level 2 certification is also recommended at the completion
of this course.
***Prerequisite: Culinary Arts 2

BAKING AND PASTRY

BAKING AND PASTRY ARTS 1A/HOSP1103 PRINCIPLES OF BAKING 1 - CT
COMMUNITY COLLEGE DUAL ENROLLMENT

Half Year Honors (1/2 Credit) grades 9, 10, 11, 12

In this course students will prepare and evaluate a variety of baked goods including breads and other
yeast leavened products, pies and pastries, cookies, cakes, and icings and glazes including basic cake
decorating skills. Students will learn and utilize baking terminology as it would be used in a
professional setting and continue to use skills and knowledge such as basic ingredients, weights and
measures, and lab preparation learned in Culinary Arts 1.

***Prerequisite: Culinary Arts 1

BAKING AND PASTRY ARTS 2 (STEM)

Half Year (1/2 Credit) grades 9, 10, 11, 12

In this course students will focus on the preparation of classical and contemporary desserts including
artistic presentation. They will learn about how ingredients function in different pastry applications
including experimenting and evaluating with alternate ingredients when used in baked goods and
pastries. Basic candy and chocolate work will also be introduced. Students will learn and utilize
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baking terminology as it would be used in a professional setting and continue to use skills and
knowledge such as basic ingredients, weights and measures, and lab preparation learned in Culinary
Arts 1.

***Prerequisite: Culinary Arts 1

ART

ART I (Humanities)

Full Year — College Prep (1 Credit)

Art I is an introduction to all types of media; i.e. painting, drawing, sculpture, printmaking and
calligraphy. This course includes art appreciation and basic art techniques by creating realistic,
abstract, or design artwork.

***Prerequisite: None

CLAY (Humanities)

Half Year — College Prep (1/2 Credit)

Clay is designed to be an introductory class in hand building with clay. Functional and decorative 3-
dimensional clay projects will be constructed by hand using various tools. Students who complete
all hand building techniques will then be allowed to throw clay on the pottery wheel.
***Prerequisite: None

STAINED GLASS (Humanities)

Half Year — College Prep (1/2 Credit)

Students will learn the basics of working with stained glass. Students will create a variety of projects
including a "window" hanging, glass box and a mosaic. This course will introduce students to the
technique of safely cutting and grinding glass, copper foiling, and soldering. Students may be
responsible for supplying some materials.

* * * Prerequisite: None

DRAWING (Humanities)

UConn ECE Course- Full Year —Honors (3 College Credits)

University of Connecticut Early College Experience Program: A drawing course which will develop
an awareness and understanding of how to construct drawings based on observation. Strategies such
as perspective, composition, line weight, proportion and measurement are used in describing forms in
space. In constructing drawings on observation, emphasis is placed on drawing exercises and
assignments both in and outside of class. A final portfolio will be turned in at the end of the year.
Students may be eligible for three (3) UConn credits, provided the student achieves a minimum of
C+ for the course work they complete.

***Prerequisite: Junior/Senior status
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MUSIC

BAND (Humanities)

Full Year — College Prep (1 Credit)

Band is a performance based class offered to students in grades 9 through 12. The full band performs
each year at several exciting parades, concerts, and festivals throughout the year. The band has
performed in Florida, Disney World, Virginia Beach, and Canada, Washington D.C. and more.
Signing up for Band will not conflict with school sports, allowing students to participate in both.
Students in band are required to know how to play a wind, brass, or percussion instrument and must
read music. Students in band will improve on their instrument through learning scales, note reading,
and rhythm studies.

***Prerequisite: Must have some experience playing a band instrument OR must get prior
permission from the instructor

CHORUS (Humanities)

Full Year — College Prep (1 Credit)

Do you like to sing and are pretty good at it? Would you like to perform in concerts and attend
exciting trips with your friends? If so, you should sign up for Chorus. As a chorus member you will
learn important elements of music, how to sight sing, and you will rehearse and perform some great
music along the way. The songs you will sing include some great popular music you love, beautiful
traditional music and more! As a member of the choir, you will go on exciting

overnight trips to places such as Virginia Beach in Virginia and Disney in Florida. No prior
experience is needed to sign up for this class.

***Prerequisite: None

PIANO (Humanities)

Half Year — College Prep (1/2 Credit)

A half-year course offered to any beginner student who has an interest in learning how to play a
keyboard. No previous experience is required. Skills learned can be applied to any keyboard
instrument. Basics learned give enough background to be able to play many songs. A student may
take this class more than once if they wish to develop their fundamental keyboard skills further.
***Prerequisite: None

GUITAR LAB (Humanities)

Half Year — College Prep (1/2 Credit)

Open to students 9-12. This course is designed to service interested guitar, electric bass, or

ukulele students and all levels. Having your own instrument is recommended but not required.
Students will learn to read tabs and play by ear. Garage Band software and other recording resources
will be introduced. This course will also serve as an alternate ensemble for band and for students
interested in learning any wind, brass, or percussion instrument. A student may take this class more
than once if they wish to develop their fundamental guitar skills further.

***Prerequisite: None
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND HEALTH

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 9
Half Year (1/2 Credit)
This course is required for all 9" grade students. Physical Education will teach students sound
practices for physical activities in the adolescent years. It will also provide knowledge to
become active, healthy productive adults.

* * * Prerequisite: None

HEALTH 9
Half Year (1/2 Credit)
This course is required for all 9™ grade students. This course is a State required intro level class that
will cover the following topics: communication, healthy relationships, decision making, physical
activity and exercise, nutrition, substance abuse, and human growth and development. If you have any
questions or comments concerning this program, please contact the building principal.

* * * Prerequisite: None
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 10
Half Year (1/2 Credit)
This course is required for all 10™ grade students. Personal Fitness and Health will teach students
sound practices for physical activities in the adolescent years. In addition, the State Mandated Physical
Fitness Test will be a strong concentration in this class.

***Prerequisite: Successful completion of Physical Education 9

HEALTH 10

Half Year (1/2 Credit)

This course is required for all 10™ grade students. As required by State law, the Health Curriculum will
include the following topics: building a healthy foundation; healthy and safe relationships; exploitation,
abuse and sexual advocacy; first aid, concussion and CPR/AED use; nutrition and physical activity —
which includes disease prevention; sexually transmitted diseases; drug and alcohol awareness; and the
dangers of substance abuse. If you have any questions or comments concerning this program, please
contact the building principal.

***Prerequisite: Successful completion of Health 9

TRAINING & FITNESS

Half Year (1/2 Credit)

This class will include three days of weight training and two days of fitness training. It does not include
team sports, such as basketball, football, etc.

***Prerequisite: Junior/Senior Status
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TEAM SPORTS/INDIVIDUAL SPORTS

Half Year (1/2 Credit)

This class will include volleyball, soccer, flag football, capture the flag, ultimate Frisbee, trail
running/walking on the new cross country trail, badminton, etc.

* * * Prerequisite: Junior/Senior status

COLLEGE CREDIT PROGRAMS

ADVANCED PLACEMENT PROGRAM

The Advanced placement Program (AP) enables willing and academically prepared students to pursue
college-level studies while still in high school. The AP Program develops college-level courses that
high schools can choose to offer and corresponding AP Exams that are administered once a year. Earn
college credit and/or skip introductory courses in college. Most four-year colleges and universities in
the United States - as well as many institutions in more than 100 other countries-grant students credit,
placement, or both for qualifying AP Exam scores.

TUNXIS CCP PROGRAM

College Career Pathways is a collaborative program between Terryville High School and Tunxis
Community College. It is designed to allow high school students to sample the rigor of college
academics, and possibly earn college credit, while attending high school. There is no fee to
participate in the CCP program, though students will have to meet certain criteria set by the college to
earn college credit.

ECE courses follow the guidelines as put forth by UCONN and their Early College Experience
program. Students who register for these courses must receive a C or better for the year in order to
receive UCONN credit. ECE is a concurrent enrollment program that allows motivated high school
students to take UCONN courses at their high school, for both college and high school credit. Every
course taken through UCONN ECE is equivalent to the same course at the University of Connecticut.
To receive college credit, a fee is required with the student registration form. Fee waivers for both
programs are available for students participating in free or reduced programs.

CT STATE COMMUNITY COLLEGE HIGH SCHOOL PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM

The Partnership Program is a great opportunity for eligible juniors and seniors to enhance their
academic experience and earn college credit while still in high school. This program is open to
students currently in their junior or senior year who have an overall "B" average and are
recommended. If admitted to the program, students will be eligible to take one course per semester
free of charge. Students may take an on-line or on-campus class. Students will be responsible for
their transportation to campus and book expenses.

See your counselor for application procedures.
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POST UNIVERSITY

Students have the opportunity to earn a legal studies certificate through our concurrent and dual
enrollment program between Terryville High School and Post University. Our program provides you
with a comprehensive understanding of various specialized areas of the law and prepares you to work
under the direction of attorneys in a variety of law firms, corporate legal departments, the court
system, government agencies, nonprofits, and private industries. Certificate holders may get right to
work or go on to complete their associate’s degree or even pursue their bachelor’s and master’s
degrees to further advance in their careers. Some courses will be held at Terryville High School.,
while others will be available online or at Post University. Students will need to provide their own
transportation to Post University, and may be required to complete summer courses to fulfill the
certificate requirements.

CAREER CENTER

The Career Center at Terryville High School acknowledges each student's unique journey and provides
individualized support in exploring careers and developing a postsecondary plan. We strive to inspire
open-minded exploration through direct exposure to real world career experiences and guided self-
discovery.

We take into account and investigate each student’s academic strengths, personal interests, values,
culture, and natural aptitudes and then we work together to create goals that will lead to success. We
help students to consider and prioritize current job market trends, salary, work environments, and
educational requirements of selected career pathways. In addition, we build students’ work readiness
skills and professionalism through hands-on training and practice.

We leverage our relationships with employers, alumni, faculty, local colleges, and community business
partners to facilitate meaningful experiences. We help establish mentoring connections that will
provide students with an invaluable and applied understanding of career paths.

THE COLLEGE AND CAREER ACCELERATOR PROGRAM

The College and Career Accelerator leverages partnerships with higher education and industry to offer
high school students intensive and expansive dual enrollment opportunities that lead to workforce
credentials, college certificates and associate degrees across two broad pathways.

e Manufacturing and Engineering
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e Education and Early Childhood Education

The College and Career Accelerator is centered at the Regional Learning Center, in Torrington CT, and
will be staffed by dually credentialed EdAdvance faculty to meet the requirements of our offerings and
needs of our students. For our Manufacturing Engineering Pathway, the state-of-the-art site has a
Robotics and Mechatronics lab, 2 CAD labs, a 3D print lab, a CNC Machining lab, and a materials
fabrication lab. Additionally, our Education Pathway coursework will occur at the EdAdvance
Partnership Learning Academy (PLA) in Plymouth as well as the CT State-Northwestern campus in
Winsted. Fieldwork will occur at the PLA, as well as regional child care centers, district programs, and
classrooms.

Students earn college credit and employment certificates by achieving a final average of 73 or better in
the course work. Students who commit to this program must be ready to spend time away from THS in
the field they are interested in and willing to make up any work missed from their THS academic
requirements for graduation. This program will require students to travel during the school day to
satellite schools in Torrington and Plymouth.

Please see the included link for more detailed information on the program and the course work.
https://cca.edadvance.org/

The THS Career Center provides the following services:

Individual career planning

Career/Personality assessments

Identify work values, strengths, and interest areas

Internships and Job shadows

College Search and planning

Career exploration trips & events

Local College Tours

Military and Armed Forces Options

Trade School Visits

Local trade unions & organizations

Professional Guest Speakers

Career Pathway Field Trips

Lunch & Learns

Junior Achievement Events

Bristol Technical E.C Pathway

Virtual Career Research

Work readiness skills & workshops:
o Job application
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Resume writing
Mock Interviews
Soft/Hard Skills
Networking

Job Search Strategies

o O O O O

INTERNSHIP

All students at THS have the opportunity to apply for in-school internships within a department.
Interns work within a department (i.e Math, English, Science, Social Studies, Spanish, Foods, Physical
Education, Special Education). These positions are usually limited to no more than two interns per
department and tasks vary by department. Potential interns should either have a career interest in the
content area of the department in which they are seeking an internship and/or be looking for an
opportunity to gain work experience and leadership skills. If selected, student interns will have the
“Internship” listed on their schedule and transcript. Their intern supervisors will be responsible for
tracking attendance and productivity. Internships are not graded and do not earn credit.

INDEPENDENT STUDY

Independent Study courses are offered for junior and senior students who want to experience new
learning in a subject not offered in the regular College Prep curriculum, or for a course a student was
unable to enroll in due to a scheduling conflict. Independent study is not offered as a way to make
up for a failed course. The Independent Study course name will be listed on the transcript and only
one Independent Study course may be taken at a time.

Independent Study courses are designed to offer students new learning, which the students will be
evaluated on at the end of the course. The students must be highly motivated and actively engaged
in 45 minutes of work, 180 days a year, to complete work equivalent to that of a one- credit course.
Some student time will be used for meeting with the teacher at least once per week to monitor and
assess student progress.

Any student seeking an Independent Study course for College Prep credit must forward this request
to the Independent Study teacher by the end of the first week of school. A student seeking Service
Credit must submit a proposal to the supervising teacher by the end of the first week of school and
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the teacher will draw up guidelines for the Service Credit. After the teacher submits a course
syllabus (or guidelines for the service credit) and contract to the department chair, guidance, and
principal; the student, parent/guardian, department chair, school counselor, and principal must sign
the contract which will be kept on file in the school counseling office.

The Independent Study teacher and the course subject department chair will grant credit upon
successful completion of the course with a pass/fail grade (not computed as part of class rank or
GPA) after review of the student portfolio. The student's report card and transcript will reflect the
course name as Independent Study. If a student fails to comply with the terms of the Independent
Study contract at any time, or withdraws from the course after the first four weeks of school, the
student transcript will read withdrawal/pass or withdrawal/failure.

COMMUNITY SERVICE (1/2 Credit)

A student may be granted one-half credit for documented community service provided it is
supervised by an administrator or teacher and consists of not less than fifty (50) hours of actual
service that may be performed at times when school is not regularly in session and not less than ten
(10) hours of related classroom instruction. Such community service does not include partisan
political activities.

Bristol Technical Education Center

(An Alternative Junior, Senior OR Post High School Option)

Purpose

The program offered at the Bristol Technical Education Center prepares individuals for employment
in industry by providing instruction in the trade and technical fields. Students may also further their
education after high school.

School Program

The Bristol Technical Education Center offers a yearlong program in each trade. A student

can participate in his/her junior & senior year, or as a post high school student. The school day
begins at 8:05 a.m. and ends at 1:45 p.m. Upon successful completion of the school program,
students receive a trade certificate. A student is expected to complete the entire year at the Bristol
Technical Education Center. High school students graduate from their local high school receiving
seven credits from Bristol Technical Education Center per year toward graduation.

Admission Procedures
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Any individual who wishes to be considered for admission to the Bristol Technical Education
Center must file a Bristol Technical Education Center application form, which is available through
the Counseling Department at Terryville High School.

Students must carefully schedule their courses in conjunction with their counselor beginning with
the sophomore year in order to meet the necessary scheduling requirements.

Selection of applicants is determined by a cooperative effort between sending school

counselors and the Bristol Technical Education Center Guidance Department on the basis of

the following criteria: completion of the necessary state and high school requirements,

academic achievement, attendance, standardized test scores, mandatory interview or shadow, and
availability of openings in the desired trade area.

TRADE OFFERINGS

Automotive Technology

Culinary Arts

Health Technology

Heating, Ventilation, Air Conditioning

Mechatronics, Robotics, and Automation
Engineering Technology

e Precision Machining Technology

e Welding and Metal Fabrication

For more information please click here to see the Bristol Tech handbook

APPENDIX A

HONOR ROLL POLICY
High Honors
*Average between 90% and 100%
*No grades below 90%
Honors
* Average between 85% and 100%
*No grades below 80%
Honorable Mention
*Average between 80% and 100%
*No grades below 70%
A student must be enrolled in a minimum of five graded courses to be eligible for the honor roll.
Please notify the Counseling Department if you do not want your name published in the local
newspaper.
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APPENDIX B

CLASS WEIGHTING/RANKING IN CLASS

All classes, with the exception of pass/fail courses, resource room courses, physical education, and
health are assigned weight value based on academic skills required and standards of work expected.
These weights are utilized to determine class rank within a particular class, i.e. 14th highest out of a
class of 120 students. Students, therefore, should select courses that challenge their abilities at the
highest possible level. All students are encouraged to consult with their counselor regarding course
selection, course weighting and class rank. All course weight values are indicated and explained in
The Program of Studies.

Class Rank will be given to individual students through the Counseling Department for their junior
and senior year upon request. Rank sent to prospective future educational institutions will be
cumulative reports of course work completed by the end of the junior year. A first quarter grade
report of the senior year coursework will also be sent.

In senior year, a seven semester plus 3 quarter cumulative average will determine Valedictorian,
Salutatorian, and Essayist of the graduating class.

COMPUTERIZED WEIGHTING CHART
Level of Course

AP Numeric Grade Point average x 1.20
H Numeric Grade Point average x 1.075
CP Numeric Grade Point average x 1.0

Students must be enrolled at Terryville High School for four semesters to be assigned a rank in their
class. The value and weight of out-of-district transcripts will be determined by the student's
counselor.

Homeschooled students will receive a P for Pass on their transcripts.

SCHOOL WITHDRAWAL POLICY

Any student withdrawing from Terryville High School will have his/her permanent academic
record forwarded to the new school.

SUMMER SCHOOL POLICIES

» Students eligible for summer school will have earned a final average below a 65 and have
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met the THS attendance policy. Upon successful completion of the course, the student will
earn a 65 as their final grade on their transcript.

* Courses available will be determined by the need each year.

* Tuition and fees will be determined prior to enrollment. Students and parents will be notified
by the Counseling Department.

» Students who have three absences will be removed from class(s) without refund or credit.

Plymouth Equity Policy
Plymouth Board of Education Policy

"It is the policy of the Connecticut State Board of Education that no person shall be excluded from,
denied the benefits of, or otherwise discriminated against under any program including employment,
because of race, color, religious creed, sex, age, national origin, ancestry, marital status, sexual
orientation, mental retardation and past/present history of mental disorder, learning disability and
physical disability."

504 Coordinator Building Principal 860-314-2777
Title IX Coordinator Ms. Beth Melillo 860-314-8005
Assistant Superintendent Ms. Beth Melillo 860-314-8005

Under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973

The Rehabilitation Act of 1973, commonly referred to Section 504, is a nondiscrimination statute
enacted by the United States Congress. The purpose of the Act is to prohibit discrimination and to
assure that disabled students have educational opportunities and benefits equal to those provided to
non-disabled students.

An eligible student under Section 504 is a student who (a) has, (b) has a record of having,

or (¢) is regarded as having a physical or mental impairment which substantially limits a major
life activity such as learning, self-care, walking, seeing, hearing, speaking, breathing, working,
and performing manual tasks. The 504 building coordinator is the principal. The district wide
coordinator is Beth Melillo.

The address for the Office of Civil Rights is:
U.S Department of Education

Office of Civil Rights

33 Arch Street, Suite 900

Boston, MA 02110-1491
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