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Grade 12th Grade

PSATs (October)

College Research/Visits 

SAT/ACT (late 
Fall/Spring)

Junior Conference

Teacher 
recommendations 
(Spring)

Leadership/ Internship 
experiences

11th Grade

Building GPA and 
exposure through course 
selections

Interest Inventories & 
Exploration via Naviance

PSAT (October 10th 
grade)

GET INVOLVED & build 
resume

Applications (Common 
App OPENS August 1)

Financial Aid (October)

Scholarship Applications 
(late Winter/early Spring)

Admitted Students Visits

Decision/Commit 
 by May 1

Graduate in June



Build Your List College Search Tools:
● SuperMatch College Search 

on Naviance
● Princeton Review
● Big Future CollegeBoard
● NCES

LOCATION SETTING SIZE

COST ACADEMICS SOCIAL

What’s a 
good fit 

for YOU?

https://www.princetonreview.com/college-search
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/
https://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/


College Research
● Campus Visits

○ Register through admissions/visits website
○ Spring Open Houses - longer sessions with academic information and 

parent programming
○ Major days camps/special programs
○ Great way to see campus, talk with current students, learn about 

off-campus community

● Virtual Visits & College Fairs
○ Live & recorded programming
○ Self-guided tours
○ Youvisit.com

● Admissions Representatives Visits at UMAHS
○ Each Fall, 100+ college reps visit to meet with 11 & 12th grade 

students
○ Typically, the admissions rep is responsible for the first read on 

application or school/student advocate
○ Visit dates/times posted in Schoology Guidance Pages

COLLEGE FAIRS
Neumann University 

2024 College Fair
April 24: 6-8:30PM

Main Line Regional 
College Fair

Villanova University
Wed, May 22nd; 6:00-8:30 PM

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vOp_KOEy2Jp6-Lws4nh8h7mrq8Ih3vFL/view


Transcript

What Matters to Admissions?

Personal Supplementals
Courses/Rigor

Grades

GPA/Decile Rank

Test Scores

Specific 
Programs/Majors: 

Level of Math & Science

Involvement/Leadership

Essays

Letters of 
Recommendation

Work & Family 
Commitments

Volunteer or Shadow 
Experiences

Architecture

Art

BS/MD

Performing 
Arts/Theatre

Interview



School List:
PSU 

UMD, U of SC, James Madison, 
Arcadia (large scholarship)

UNC - Chapel Hill

Outcomes

Major: Business

4.0 GPA

12 Clubs/Orgs with 
Leadership 

School List:
Kutztown

Bloomsburg, Millersville, 
Albright, York, Jefferson

Pitt, PSU

Major: Undecided

3.2 GPA 

Little involvement 



School List:
PSU (Summer Program)
WCU, MCCC, Ursinus ($$)

Pitt

Major: Undecided

3.5 GPA 

Late to apply!

Little involvement 

Outcomes

Application Tips:
➢ Apply early!
➢ Create a balanced list 
➢ Keep track of deadlines
➢ Stay organized
➢ Research FIT



Testing Updates
● What IS Test-Optional?

○ Students can CHOOSE to include test scores in their evaluation to NO disadvantage.
○ Students will send scores from CollegeBoard or ACT directly to their school. 
○ SAT scores can be added to transcript upon request during counselor meeting prior to 

being sent to colleges.

● Many colleges are reviewing their testing policies and haven’t made decisions if they will 
remain TEST-OPTIONAL for Class of 2025 & beyond
○ Some majors/programs  (Nursing, Engineering) may require, despite school being 

test-optional

● If NOT sending test scores - GPA & level of courses biggest data point. May affect some 
scholarship qualifications.

● PSAT and SATs are DIGITAL
○ Test will be shorter in length - 2 hours 14 mins
○ Shorter reading passages
○ Non-Calculator section removed 

NEW



AT 
UMAHS March & 
June



General Testing Information 
● Fee waivers are available for students on 

Free/Reduced Lunch - See Elaine Berman
○ 2 FREE SAT & 2 ACT tests
○ Application fees waived through Common 

App

● Accommodations: Students who have documented 
accommodations in school through IEP, 504 or ESL 
may be eligible for testing accommodations (EX: 
extended time, small group)

● More information about Test Optional: 
www.fairtest.org

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cSD0qVybO9s


01

Naviance
UMASD platform where you add 
colleges you’re applying to. Teachers 
and counselors submit materials to 
your colleges here!

02

Common App
Account YOU create to apply to 
colleges (900 + colleges use this 
platform). 1 application for MAX of 
20 schools. 

03

College Board
STUDENT account with SAT, 
PSAT and AP Test Scores. 

04

FAFSA
Application YOU and 

parent(s) file to apply for 
FREE aid for college. 
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05

Schoology
UMASD platform where 
information will be posted on 
your CLASS OF 20XX GUIDANCE 
page



Application 
Information

● Most UM students apply via Common 
App (1 FORM application for multiple 
schools)
○ Opens August 1st

○ Supplemental essays, questions, 
application fees and deadlines are school 
specific

● Common App connects with 
Naviance for UM materials to be sent 
with application
○ UM requires 10 school days to process 

material requests

● Some institutions (Pitt, PSU, Temple) 
require students to self-report grades 



Applying with
Common App
Account STUDENT 
creates using 
personal email. 
**Fee waiver 
eligibility

Matches with UMASD 
Naviance platform for 
materials to be sent.

APPLYING TO COLLEGE

Direct to
Institution

Account STUDENT 
creates to apply. 

Will need to add 
college to UMASD 
Naviance Manually



Exploring Common App ● 1 application for a maximum of 
20 colleges

● Report classes, grades, 
honors/activities - reference your 
transcript to complete!

● Need parental information & 
education levels

● Upload personal essay (some 
schools do NOT require)

● If you qualify for free/reduced 
lunch application fees are 
waived - see Mrs. Berman for 
eligibility. 

● Application requirements: test 
scores, supplemental materials, 
deadlines 

Opens August 1

https://apply.commonapp.org/common/3/11


August 1: 
Common App 
Opens

Late 
August/
Early Sept:
Day 1 
Senior Year

November 1: Early 
Decision/Early Action 
Deadlines

November 15:
Early Action/CSS Profile 
Deadlines

❏ Schedule Senior 
meeting

❏ Review  & request 
transcripts

❏ Finalize College List
❏ Revise Common App 

Essay
❏ Visit college 

campuses & reps
❏ Start FAFSA

Fall 2024 Timeline (Seniors)

October 18: 
Application 
submitted

November 1:
Application 
submitted



Financial Aid 

Application STUDENT  and PARENT(s) file 
to apply for FREE aid for college. Evaluates 
family income/assets/size.
*Must be US Citizen

Application STUDENT  and PARENT(s) file 
to apply for FREE aid for college ONLY 
eligible for PENNSYLVANIA institutions.
*Must be US Citizen

This financial aid form form is 
administered by the College Scholastic 
Service – the financial aid division of the
College Board.

The Profile is used by over 600 private 
universities & colleges to help determine 
need & non-government financial aid.

Merit/Need based aid can be very school 
specific. Use Cost Calculators

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5d1ad956be52e800010a2502/t/5f25b22eedb58b6c972b5d79/1596305966791/Domestic+Undergraduate+Need-Based+and+Merit+Aid+%28August+2020%29+-+Sheet1.pdf


Financial Aid 
● Check the financial aid website for 

EACH school you are applying to. 

○ Is CSS Profile needed? 

○ Do you need to file by a certain 

date?

● Contact the college/university for 

specific financial aid information

● FAFSA opens after October 1st

Sample Information

https://www1.villanova.edu/villanova/enroll/finaid/process/undergrads/step1.html


RESOURCE LIST
❏ Student’s Guidance Schoology Pages & Naviance Accounts
❏ UMAHS Counseling & College and Career Websites
❏ College Board: www.collegeboard.org
❏ SAT Prep: www.khanacademy.org
❏ ACT : www.act.org
❏ College Essay: https://www.collegeessayguy.com/
❏ First Generation: www.firstinthefamily.org
❏ Federal Grant Application: www.studentaid.gov
❏ PA State Grant & Loans: www.PHEAA.org
❏ Estimated Cost of College: https://collegecost.ed.gov/net-price

http://www.collegeboard.org
http://www.act.org
http://www.firstinthefamily.org
http://www.pheaa.org


QUESTIONS & 
CONTACT

Amanda Staehle
College & Career Counselor

astaehle@umasd.org
(610)205-3839

Schedule an appointment:
https://calendly.com/astaehle

mailto:astaehle@umasd.org

