
 

JANUARY 2025 
HAPPY NEW YEAR!! 

 

Highlands/Odyssey 

Elementary 

Phone: 920-852-5480 

Fax: 920-852-5481 

What’s  For Breakfast & Lunch 

January Breakfast Menu 

January Lunch Menu 

Highlands/Odyssey  

2024-2025 

Parent Handbook 

Highlands/Odyssey Vocal Music Concerts 

 

February 13, 2025 2:30 p.m. 

Highlands/Odyssey 4th & 5th Grade and Choir 
 

March 4, 2025 2:30 p.m. 

Highlands/Odyssey 2nd and 3rd Grade 
 

March 13, 2025 2:30 p.m. 

Highlands Kindergarten and 1st Grade 

Classroom Showcase 

Join us on Monday, January 13th from 8:30-8:50 am, for our classroom showcase. Visit your child’s 

classroom during this time to see some of the wonderful activities our students do at school! 

https://aasd.nutrislice.com/menu/highlands-and-odyssey/breakfast/2025-01-02
https://aasd.nutrislice.com/menu/highlands-and-odyssey/lunch/2025-01-02
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10fpM-MDKC9v68kGi1ueW6pW-Wt9XeMGm7iMN9pdWDwU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10fpM-MDKC9v68kGi1ueW6pW-Wt9XeMGm7iMN9pdWDwU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10fpM-MDKC9v68kGi1ueW6pW-Wt9XeMGm7iMN9pdWDwU/edit?usp=sharing


Happy New Year Tigers and Owls!

2025 has arrived! I wish you each a year of health, happiness, and joy!

Being a new year, this is a great time to reflect and set goals. In alignment
with this, in the upcoming weeks, our students will be engaging in the
mid-year iReady assessment where they will show us what they know in the
areas of ELA and math. It is important that students give their best effort so
we can truly assess their skills and match them with instruction at their level.

Please mark your calendars for Monday, January 13th. At 8:30 until about 8:50
we invite ALL families to join us in their students’ classroom for a “showcase”
event where you will get to see a completed piece of work from your student
and/or engage in an academic task with them. Following, we will have our
second quarter celebration where we recognize students from each
classroom who have met our school-wide expectations. We hope to see you
there (and anticipate the showcase/second quarter celebration ending by
9:30ish)!

I look forward to seeing you in February at parent teacher conferences! As a
reminder, your date/time from the fall conferences will carry forward to the
spring schedule; watch for communication about this from your child’s
teacher and communicate with them if changes need to be made. At
conferences, your child’s report card will be printed and reviewed with you.
These will be accessible to you via Infinite Campus on January 30th.

Please know that if you have questions, celebrations, or concerns please call,
email, or stop in.

Thank you for your partnership in your child’s education.

Sincerely,
Mrs. Krueger



 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

January 3rd - No Boys & Girls Club 

January 6th - PTO Meeting - 3:45-4:45 pm (LMC) 

January 13th - Classroom Showcase - 8:30-8:50 am  

January 17th - No School - Staff Development 

January 20th - No School - Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

January 21st - Second Semester Begins/Arbitrary Monday 

January 24th - Family Glow Dance (PTO Sponsored) - 6:00-8:00 pm 

January 30th - Dairy Queen Fundraiser Night (PTO) - 4:00-8:00 pm 

January 30th - Report Cards Visible on Parent Portal - 4:00 pm 

February 3rd - PTO Meeting - 6:00-7:00 pm (LMC) 

 Highlands/Odyssey Family Calendar          District Calendar 

Important Yearly Reminders 

• Supervision is available on the playground each day starting at 8:10 am and ending at 3:30 pm. 

Please do not drop off your student(s) prior to 8:10 unless they are in Boys & Girls Club. Any stu-

dents that are not picked up by 3:30 will be sent to the office, and a phone call will be made.  

• If you are submitting an absence request for your child or leaving a message that they will be late, 

please also include their lunch choice for the day if they need to order hot lunch. 

•  If you are picking your child up early, call the office (920-852-5480) when you are about five 

minutes away. We will call your student down and send them out to your vehicle when you arrive. 

• Please make after school plans with your children in the morning before school. This helps avoid 

interruptions to classrooms while students are learning. 

• Accidents happen! Please keep a change of clothes for your student in their backpack, including a 

pair of socks. This is helpful if they have an accident or get wet or muddy during recess. 

• During the cold months, we see an increase in Health Room visits due to chapped lips. If you are 

able to, please send lip balm with your student if they have chapped lips. This helps eliminate time 

out of the classroom and we do not have a large enough supply for every student. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WfBSglT0X7lM1VL2iyaG0H8Xw1KZaPzh-R5Fo1-y0ZQ/edit?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bGmdqnRH6V_pAB6NnaqfJwRiOZ1e40B5/view?usp=drive_link


‭K-3 Literacy Screener         Jan 2025‬

‭Early Reading Skills‬

‭2023 Wisconsin Act 20 requires that K-3 students are assessed in the early reading skills of alphabet‬
‭knowledge, letter sound knowledge, phonemic awareness, and decoding. These skills are assessed‬
‭differently depending on the student’s grade level. You can learn more about these important early reading‬
‭skills below:‬

‭●‬ ‭Alphabet knowledge:‬‭Knowing the names of printed letters.‬
‭●‬ ‭Letter sound knowledge:‬‭Knowing the sounds of printed‬‭letters.‬
‭●‬ ‭Phonemic awareness:‬‭Hearing, saying, and manipulating‬‭individual sounds in spoken words.‬
‭●‬ ‭Decoding skills:‬‭Connecting sounds to written letters‬‭to read printed words.‬
‭●‬ ‭Oral vocabulary:‬‭Understanding the meanings of words‬‭when speaking or listening.‬

‭aimswebPlus‬‭Early Reading Screening Assessments‬

‭The‬‭aimswebPlus‬‭reading screeners that measure the‬‭skills above are based on a student’s grade level. You‬
‭can learn more about these assessments below:‬

‭●‬ ‭Letter naming fluency (5K):‬‭Measures a student’s knowledge‬‭of upper-and lower-case‬
‭letters. Your child will have one minute to say the names of visually presented upper-and‬
‭lower-case letters that they know.‬

‭●‬ ‭Letter word sounds fluency (4K-1st grade):‬‭Measures‬‭a student’s letter sound knowledge.‬
‭Your child will have one minute to say the sounds of visually presented letters, syllables, and‬
‭words that they know.‬

‭●‬ ‭Initial sounds (4K-5K):‬‭Measures a student’s phonemic‬‭awareness. Your child will be provided‬
‭a page with four pictures. Your child will be asked to either point to a picture of a word that‬
‭matches the initial sound the teacher says or make the initial sound of a word spoken by the‬
‭teacher. This assessment will take 2-3 minutes.‬

‭●‬ ‭Phoneme segmentation (1st grade):‬‭Measures a student’s‬‭phonemic awareness. Your child‬
‭will listen to a word that is spoken by the teacher and then say each sound they hear in the‬
‭word. This assessment will take 2-3 minutes.‬

‭●‬ ‭Auditory vocabulary (5K-1st grade):‬‭Measures a student’s‬‭knowledge of words commonly‬
‭found in 5-year old Kindergarten and Grade 1 reading materials. Your child will match a‬
‭picture to an orally presented word. This assessment will take 2-4 minutes.‬

‭●‬ ‭Vocabulary (2nd- 3rd grade):‬‭Measures a student’s‬‭knowledge of the meanings of‬
‭grade-appropriate words. Your child will choose the meaning of target words by selecting‬
‭from multiple choice options. This is an untimed, computerized assessment that typically‬
‭takes 4-7 minutes.‬

‭●‬ ‭Oral reading fluency (1st-3rd grade):‬‭Measures‬‭a student’s decoding skills. Your child will‬
‭read two stories aloud, each for one minute.‬



‭K-3 Literacy Screener         Jan 2025

‭As previously shared, Wisconsin recently passed an educational law, commonly known as “Act 20.”  One‬
‭of the requirements of that law requires each student in grades 4K-3 to take an assessment called the‬
‭aimswebPlus‬‭early reading‬‭screener. A screener is‬‭an assessment that quickly checks a student’s reading‬

‭skills to determine if additional individualized instruction is needed.  Should a student score below the 25‬

‭percentile on the screener, the law requires schools to give an additional diagnostic assessment‬‭and use‬‭the‬

‭data to create a Personal Reading Plan (PRP) to address the identified literacy skills. Teachers will be‬

‭contacting you based on the results of the screener. If your student is identified as needing a Personal‬

‭Reading Plan, it will be sent home on Jan. 30-31 in the progress report envelope.  Your child’s teacher will‬

‭be reviewing this literacy data with you, and if needed, your child’s reading plan, at the upcoming parent-‬

‭teacher conferences.‬

‭What skills will be tested on the new state screener?‬‭The screener will check important literacy skills‬

‭including alphabet knowledge, letter sound knowledge, phonemic awareness, decoding, and oral‬

‭vocabulary. The skills are tested differently based on the student’s grade level. Please see the back of this‬

‭letter for information about these skills and options to be assessed in languages other than English.‬

‭When will the reading screener take place?‬
‭The‬‭aimswebPlus‬‭early reading screener will be administered‬‭to all 5K-3 students between January‬
‭15-January 29, 2025.  Because this is a state law, there is no opt out option.  If your child scores below the
‭25 percentile, your child’s teacher will contact you and administer‬‭an additional diagnostic assessment.‬‭A
‭personal reading plan will be created for your child.

‭If your child scores at or above the 25 percentile on the screener, no additional assessment is needed and‬
‭no personal reading plan will be designed.‬

‭How can I prepare my child for the early reading screener?‬
‭No special preparation for‬‭aimswebPlus‬‭reading screener‬‭is needed.‬

‭If you have any questions or need more information about the early reading screener, please contact your‬
‭child’s teacher, principal, or our director of elementary education.‬

‭Yours In Education,‬
‭Carrie Willer, PhD‬
‭Director of Elementary Education‬

‬


 ‭willercarrie@aasd.k12.wi.us‬

mailto:kruegerkari@aasd.k12.wi.us
mailto:willercarrie@aasd.k12.wi.us


News from the AASD 

Birth-Five Outreach    

Program: 

January Newsletter 

News from the  

School Nurse: 

January Newsletter 

3-5 Year Old Developmental Screenings

AASD offers free developmental screenings for all children between the ages of birth-5   

prior to kindergarten. Children must live in the Appleton Area School District. We encourage 

all families to come to a screening, preferably before attending 4K. Visit this link for     

additional details and to schedule your child’s screening. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/18vG1JilfrQUZMwZvpGZVZkBPasU6GRM7j8gWjwqHWxs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1u1bG3m08pS7zl0Rt-E5D6C_d721s9g0fHKbzcwc4ahY/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.aasd.k12.wi.us/programs-services/young-child/3-5-year-old-developmental-screenings




 

 

 

 

When:  Monday, January 6th  

Where:  LMC 

Time:  3:45-4:45 pm 

All are welcome! 

Family Glow Dance 

Friday, January 24th 

6:00-8:00 pm 

Highlands Gym 

Upcoming Fundraisers 
 

Dairy Queen Family 
Night 

1813 N. Richmond St. 
Thursday, January 30th 

4:00 - 8:00 pm 
 

Chipotle 

111 N. Mall Dr. 
Saturday, March 1st 

4:00 - 8:00 pm 



Winter
Clothing Drive

DecembeR 11 2024 - February 28 2025
Appleton Area School District Winter Clothing Drive 

We are collecting new winter items for AASD families in need
Collection Dates

December 11, 2024- February 28, 2025
between the hours of 9:00 am - 2:30 pm 
*Donations are only accepted on days

when school is in session.

Drop-Off Location 
Welcome Center 

Family and Community Engagement Office 
2701 N Oneida Street, 

Appleton WI

Items Needed
Gloves
Boots and Shoes
Warm Hats and Headbands
Coats and Jackets 
Snow Pants
Warm/Heavy Duty Socks 

*Please consider donating waterproof and
warm items to ensure our students stay
comfortable during the winter months

Questions? Please contact: Julie Bargholtz at bargholtzjulie@aasd.k12.wi.us 



 

Dressing for Cold Weather 

As the weather turns cold and snowy, be sure to send proper clothing (winter coat, hats, 

gloves, snow pants and boots) with your children each day. Students will be going out for  

recess most days in the winter and having proper outdoor gear each day is important! 

Winter Gear Available 

If you are in need of winter gear for your student, please let the office know. We have dona-

tions of winter items available for families in need. We also welcome any donations of new 

or gently used winter gear. Any donations can be dropped off in the office. Thanks! 

Community Opportunities for Students 

Each month the AASD shares local, community opportunities for students. These community 
opportunities for students include upcoming events and activities such as art and music 

camps, youth athletics, cultural events, enriching programs, and more. We encourage our  
families to review these opportunities for students of all ages. Check out the                               

AASD COMMUNITY OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENTS PAGE for a current list of opportunities. 

https://www.aasd.k12.wi.us/families/family-resources/community-opportunities-for-students


FEE WAIVER
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

920.832.5905

appletonparkandrec.org
aprd@appleton.org

CONTACT

ELIGIBILITY

Fee waiver is good for youth
programs/leagues and youth
summer swim passes. (Note: some
programs may not be eligible.)
Eligible participants receive $100
stipend per calendar year.

FEE WAIVER DETAILS

ABOUT

Our fee waiver scholarship program is designed to give City of Appleton
youth the opportunity to participate in recreation programs regardless of
their financial status. 

Must be a City of Appleton Resident
Must be 17 and under
Qualify for an area school district free
or reduced lunch program or other
government assistance program.

SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND TO ACCESS

APPLICATION



 

Safe Routes to School Information & Map 
• Click here for a letter from the Appleton Police Department & Department of Public 

Works with helpful information on how to get your elementary kids safely to and 

from school. 

• Click here for a Safe Routes to School walking map for Highlands Elementary. 

Please follow these guidelines for dropping off and picking up your student(s): 

• You may park in any of the areas on the map shown in blue. Remind your student to 

use the crosswalks and crossing guards when crossing the street and to cross with 

caution. 

• Please do not park in areas marked in red or yellow as they are designated no park-

ing zones or bus zones. 

• Areas marked with blue dashed lines are designated hug n’ go zones. Cars should 

pull over, students should exit on the passenger side, and the car should exit the area. 

Cars should not be in this area for longer than one minute and cars should never 

be parked or left unattended. 

• Please note that the canopy doors (Main Entrance) are for students/families 

with disabilities only and cabs; a parking pass is needed for this area. We have 

barricades up starting at 8:10 in the morning until the bell rings, and after 

school until 3:30. Only vehicles with parking passes will be allowed to enter 

during these times. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Me3OPNHWr5mtVTAdQjZGdNZeFBWipYXr/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Pdr77FuO7Mfsn3LzyA4ZQVXHFTsG-aUq/view?usp=sharing
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