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Financial Discussions
Difficult discussions are coming in the near future, so I am taking this opportunity to set the
table for the potential discussions. It is a strong possibility that the Black Hawk School District
will be going to an operational referendum in April. The Board will make its decision before
January 21, 2025. I am going to approach the rest of this article with the assumption that the
Board has decided to move forward with an operational referendum.

I am confident in a couple of things related to a potential referendum. The first is there will be a
wide range of perspectives toward a referendum. The second is nobody likes to have their tax
bill go up. Next is that many if not most people do not understand school funding. Lastly, there
is a need to provide a vast variety of information to the public so an informed decision that is
good for the community can be made by the voters.

The first purpose of this article is to share some outside perspectives/expertise on referendums
in the state of Wisconsin. Below are three links to articles from the following sources: Senator
Howard Marklein, Anne Chapman – WASBO Research Director, and Dale Knapp – Director of
Froward Analytics.

WASB – Anne Chapman:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1llC-07DFQAsE8NEOKwxNEd7BUVkoO0Qu/view

Senator Marklein:

https://mailchi.mp/legis/senmarklein-5144555?e=7f0cd0e15f

Forward Analytics – Dale Knapp:

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.forward-analytics.net%2fwp-content%2fuploads
%2f2023%2f11%2fschool-referenda-final-report.pdf&c=E,1,utuRYZ9om5dGyXpnuShiVjiWuc3y1l0sMq0dcG
IP_uhw20ew21drnRAIPKYQc_Y1HIo7iEfgTUg_inkkldWpPjEvWCYOThkWJXZ0yDXKwocxTg,,&typo=1

The second is to let you know after the Board makes its decision the district will provide a lot of
information to inform your decision. I will welcome any questions and opportunities to share
information with the community. I want to provide a clear picture on why additional funds are
needed to operate the district.

Sincerely,

Willy Chambers
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Forensics season is right around the corner…
Season’s Greetings! No, not the Christmas season – that’s already passed. Another season is rapidly
approaching and that is Forensics. Most of you know a lot about Christmas, but not many know a lot about
Forensics.

Forensics is a competitive speaking and drama sport. Students prepare a presentation in the areas of speech,
drama, radio announcing, or interpretive reading. Practices are held after school, around your child’s sports
schedule, and at lunch. Students have already started practicing.

Below is this year’s schedule for your reference. While we did have our initial meeting in November, it is not
too late for your child to join. If you have any further questions, please let me know at
breshe@blackhawk.k12.wi.us.

2025 Black Hawk Forensics Schedule

Saturday, Jan. 25* DeForest Tournament – leave 6:15 a.m. – return 5:30 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 1* Sun Prairie Tournament – leave 6:30 a.m. – return 5:15 p.m
Saturday, Feb. 8* Madison West Tournament – leave at 6:45 - return 5:00 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 15* Lodi Tournament leave – 6:15 a.m. – return 5:30 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 17 Sub-district at Darlington – TBD
Saturday, Mar. 1 or 8** Conference at Black Hawk – ??
Tuesday, Mar. 11 District at Barneveld – TBD
Friday, Apr. 11 WHSFA State Festival at UW-Madison – TBD

*optional events
**tentative events

Kirsten LaDow, Jordan Baker, Kylie Saidat, Dani Martin, and Pammy Foesch were the
students who helped update these bulletin boards, showcasing Sources of Strength!

mailto:breshe@blackhawk.k12.wi.us






Anyone interested in purchasing a High School
Yearbook for the 2024-2025 school year should have
their student bring a check to Mr. Behlke for $55.00

Elementary and Middle School Yearbooks are on sale now!

Elementary Yearbooks $11.00
Middle School Yearbooks $15.00

Please send Cash or Checks made payable to Black Hawk
School if you would like to order a 2024-2025 Yearbook.

Hartzell’s

Dear Family and Friends:

We are excited to inform you that we are participating in an incredible program that
allows us to earn FREE classroom equipment and supplies!

Here’s How You Can Help!

· Shop at Hartzell’s IGA from September 2024 -April 2025
· Shave your receipts and send them to school with your child
·Your receipts will earn us points for free classroom equipment donated by the store!

Please submit your receipts to school by April 2025 in an envelope marked

Attention Mrs. Pickett.

Thank you!



Parent's Club News
HAPPY NEW YEAR!! Parent's Club meets in the upper commons at 6:00 pm on the 1st Thursday
of the month (we do NOT meet every month), our 2024-2025 meeting schedule is as follows:

February 6
April 3
April 30

(This end of-year meeting has been changed due to Spring concerts on May 1)
*subject to change*

A few things you can do to support the Parent’s Club throughout the year:

● Scan your box tops.. if you haven’t downloaded the APP, please do so, it’s a super easy way
to help!

● The scrip program, grab some gift cards for birthdays, weddings, showers, or just for
yourself, it’s a great opportunity to support the Parent’s Club (keep a lookout, these sheets
will be coming home in your child's backpack)!

● Keep an eye out for future fundraisers and activities! A great way to do this is to follow our
Facebook page (Black Hawk Parent’s Club)

As always, thank you for your support! We cannot do our part in providing the things we do for
our faculty and students if not for your support!

Haley Larse, President
Courtney Grossen, Vice-President
Nicole Lewis, Treasurer
Chris Ruegsegger, Secretary





STATE TESTING
ACT–March 11, 2025–All Juniors

Pre-ACT–April 1, 2025–All Freshman and Sophomores

Forward-TBD (State Testing Window March17-April 25)

*All 3rd-8th grade and 10th grade Social Studies

Revtrak

Pay fees online!

You can pay your fees online. Visit Rev Track https://blackhawk-k12.revtrak.net/
to pay lunch money, school fees, sports fees, instrument rentals, and more.
If you have any questions, please call the school office at 608-439-5371.

https://blackhawk-k12.revtrak.net/




Recycling and Other Dumpsters
(Dumpsters are located next to Riechers Meats)

As always the staff and Board thank everyone who has donated to the metal/aluminum can drive. The
funds have proven to be beneficial to the staff and students of the school district. The district greatly

appreciates the efforts of Powers Auction Service in providing this opportunity.

A couple of notes that we would like to make:

● Please do not place items with Freon/coolant in the recycling dumpster
● Please do not place TV’s or Computer/Related technology in the dumpster
● Please do not place trash in the recycling dumpster
● The other dumpsters (serviced by Faherty) are for school uses only

We do appreciate the donations. Improper use of the dumpsters costs the district and may result in a net
loss.

Sincerely,
Willy Chambers

School Board of Education

The Board holds regular School Board Meetings on the second Wednesday of each month.
Meetings begin at 6:00 pm Meetings are held in South Wayne. All board meetings are open to the public
unless otherwise noted. Residents are encouraged to attend and can call (608) 439-5400 for information.

Agendas are posted on the Black Hawk School District’s Website and Facebook page.

President-Dee Paulson
Vice President-Jim Baumgartner

Treasurer-Val Dunlavey
Clerk-Jason Fig

Member-Clayton Ruegsegger
Member-Mindy Stauffacher

Member-Cali Schliem









January 2025
*The Entrance for Extracurricular Events is the Main Door by the Office.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

No School
Last Day of
Winter Break

2

Classes Resume

7p GBB (H)
Highland

3
6p BBB@
Belmont

4
1p GBB@
Kickapoo

6
School Board

Recognition Day

6p BBB (H)
Argyle

7
6p BBB@
Monticello

7p GBB (H)
Galena

8
4p ESports

6p School
Board Meeting

9
7p GBB@
Barneveld

10
WR@Mineral
Point
w/IG-Highland

6p GBB@
Stockton

6p BBB (H)
Highland

11
WR@ Lancaster
Invite

13
6p BBB@ Juda

MSWR@
Belmont

14
130p Early
Release

7p GBB (H) Juda

WR@ Belmont
w/Pecatonica

15
4p ESports

16
6p BBB (H)
Cassville
(Varsity Only)

WR@
Fennimore

17
7p GBB@
Benton

End of 2nd Qtr

18
WR@ River Valley
Invite

WR@Whitewater

430p BBB@
Warren
(Shoot Out)

20

No
School

Inservice Day

7p GBB@
Argyle

21
6p BBB (H)
Albany

MSWR@
Dodgeville

22
4p ESports

23
7p GBB@
Albany/Monticell
o

24
6p BBB@ River
Ridge

7p GBB@WI
Heights

25
WR@ Fort
Atkinson Invite

27
6p BBB@ Pec

MSWR@
Iowa-Grant

28
WR (H) Cuba
City

29
4p ESports

30
6p BBB (H)
Barneveld

31
7p GBB (H)
Belmont



Breakfast Menu
Milk Choice 1%White, Fat Free Chocolate or Strawberry

Whole Wheat Peanut Butter & Jelly Served Daily WG-Whole Grain
“This institution is an equal opportunity provider”

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

1

No
School

2
Cereal
Yogurt
Juice
Milk

3
Pancake Wrap
Fruit Cocktail
Milk

6
Muffin
Granola Bites
Mixed Fruit
Milk

7
Waffles
Granola Bites
Apple
Milk

8
Berry French
Toast
Applesauce
Milk

9
Mini Maple
Pancakes
Pears
Milk

10
Breakfast Pizza
Goldfish Crackers
Apple Sauce
Milk

13
Cereal Bar
Cheezits
Apple
Milk

14
French Toast
Mixed Fruit
Milk

15
Pancakes
Granola Bar
Peaches
Milk

16
Blueberry Waffle
Applesauce
Milk

17
Sausage & Egg
Muffin
Granola Bar
Pears
Milk

20

No
School

21
Sausage Breakfast
Bagel
Yogurt
Apple
Milk

22
Cinnamon
Waffles
Peaches
Milk

23
French Toast
Sticks
Granola Bites
Pears
Milk

24
Breakfast Bacon
Scramble
Granola Bar
Mixed Fruit
Milk

27
Banana Bread
Cheestick
Orange
Pears
Milk

28
Strawberry Bagel
Mixed Fruit
Milk

29
Chocolate Chip
French Toast
Peaches
Milk

30
Pancake Wrap
Applesauce
Milk

31
Donut
Juice
Milk



Lunch Menu
Milk Choice 1%White, Fat Free Chocolate or Strawberry

Whole Wheat Peanut Butter & Jelly Served Daily WG-Whole Grain
“This institution is an equal opportunity provider”

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

1

No
School

2
Corn Dog
Baked Scoops
Cauliflower
Orange
Milk

3
Hamburger/Bun
Sweet Potatoes
Cheese Slice
Fruit Cocktail
Milk

6
Fish Sticks
Granola Bites
Cauliflower
Orange
Milk

7
Pizza
Cheezits
Green Beans
Mandarin Oranges
Milk

8
Ham Sandwich
Cheese Stick
Cheetos Puffs
Carrot Sticks
Pears
Milk

9
Chicken Fajitas
Yogurt
Cheetos
Peas
Applesauce
Milk

10
Quesadilla
Broccoli
Slushie
Milk

13
French Bread Pizza
Cheese Stick
Cheetos
Broccoli
Applesauce
Milk

14
Ravioli
WG Doritos
Carrots
Apple
Milk

15
Chicken Patty/Bun
Cheetos Puffs
Cauliflower
Pears
Milk

16
Mini Corn Dogs
Doritos
Green Beans
Juice
Milk

17
Cod Sandwich
Cheese Stick
Corn
Orange
Milk

20

No
School

21
Hot Ham Sandwich
Yogurt
Cauliflower
Pineapple
Milk

22
Brat/Bun
Green Beans
Apple
Milk

23
Popcorn Shrimp
Yogurt
Broccoli
Peaches
Milk

24
French Toast
Sausage Patty
Cheese Stick
Hashbrown
Juice
Milk

27
Chicken Strips
Granola Bites
Green Beans
Pears
Milk

28
Pulled Pork
Baked Cheetos
Broccoli
Strawberry Cup
Milk

29
Hamburger/Bun
French Fries
Cheese Slice
Applesauce
Milk

30
Hot Dog/Bun
Baked Beans
Mixed Fruit
Milk

31
Spaghetti
Meatballs
Garlic Bread
Carrots
Juice
Milk



School District of Black Hawk
PO Box 303
South Wayne, WI 53587

NOTICE OF SCHOOL BOARD ELECTION
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN to qualified electors of the School District of Black Hawk of the Villages of Gratiot and South Wayne, Towns of Gratiot, Monticello,
Wayne, Wiota and Darlington, Lafayette County and the Towns of Cadiz and Jordan, Green County, Wisconsin, that on April 1, 2025 between the hours of 7:00
a.m. and 8:00 p.m. the election of the school board members will be held. The following offices are to be elected to succeed the present incumbents listed. The

term of office for each school board member is 3 years and begins on April 28, 2025.

INCUMBENTS
Dee Paulson

Jim Baumgartner

ALSO, NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that any qualified elector desiring to be a candidate for the office shall, no later than 5:00 p.m. on January 7, 2025, file a
Declaration of Candidacy and a Campaign Registration Statement with the School District Clerk or District Office. Forms may be picked up and District

boundary information may be viewed in the District Office in South Wayne during normal working hours.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN, that if a primary is necessary, the primary will be held on Tuesday, February 18, 2025.

Jason Figi, Clerk
School District of Black Hawk


