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TRUMBULL PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
TRUMBULL, CONNECTICUT 

 

Curriculum Committee of the  
Trumbull Board of Education 

 

Special Meeting 
 

Tuesday, December 10, 2024, 8:30 a.m. 
Trumbull High School Main Office Conference room 

 

Minutes 
 

I. Call to Order/Introduction. Called to order at 8:36am.  

Members Present  
M. Petitti, BOE Curriculum Committee Chair  
L. Timpanelli, BOE Chair  
L.Nuland, BOE Member  
J.McNamee, BOE Member  
S.Iwanicki, Ed.D, administrative designee 

II. Public Comment- No public comment was received. 

III. Approval/Minutes – Regular Meeting 11-13-2024 Ms. McNamee motioned to approve the minutes of 
10/24/24. Mrs. Nuland seconded. Mrs. Petitti abstained. The motion passed.  
 

IV. New Business 

a. New Course – History Dept -AP African American Studies- Department Chair Kathy Rubano and 
lead teacher of the course, Sean McCafferty presented the course. He shared that the African 
American studies class at the multi-level has been going very well and Mr. McCafferty suggested to 
keep the course open to all students.  However, over time, student have requested Advance 
Placement credit for the class and now it is available. Due to the richness of the curriculum, it will 
need to be a full year course. Ms. McNamee noted that she researched the text and there is no 
controversy connected to it. Mrs. Petitti reminded the committee that there was a legislative 
requirement that we offer the class, although it is not required to take it to graduate.  She also added 
that with this additional AP level, the other levels should be kept as well. Mrs. Nuland also did a 
thorough review of the text selection. Ms. McNamee motioned to move the course forward to full-
Board approval and Mrs. Nuland seconded. The motion passed unanimously.  

b. Piano 2-  Department Chair Vincent DiScala and educator, Josh Murphy presented. Mr. Murphy 
explained that this would be an extension of Piano I. Piano I has been popular with eight (8) classes 
running. This format of Piano I and Piano II continuation mirrors the Guitar I and Guitar II classes 
in the department.  Mrs. Nuland mentioned that these types of classes will encourage some students 
to be song writers. Ms. McNamee mentioned the accessibility for students to take-home keyboards 
to practice at home as well as the development of other courses such as Piano III and IV. Mr. 
Murphy will explore these needs for the future. Ms. McNamee motioned to move the course 
forward to full-Board approval and Mrs. Nuland seconded. The motion passed unanimously.  

c. Wind Ensemble- Mr. Murphy shared that this is an upper-level, advanced course for a focus on 
higher-level performance. This course meets the upper level classmen with more skill level and 
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keen interest in music to have their needs met.  Mrs. Nuland motioned to move the course forward 
to full-Board approval and Ms. McNamee seconded. The motion passed unanimously.  

d. UConn ECE Popular Music & Diversity in American Society- Mr. Murphy noted that he was a 
student at UConn and took the very first version of this class when it was offered.  Mrs. Nuland 
added that the evolution of popular music will be fascinating for students. The culture and music 
mirror each other. Ms. McNamee added that a course on musicals would be nice to have as well. 
Mrs. Petitti clarified that this is a UConn credit course and Mr. Murphy confirmed. She is pleased to 
see how these types of courses help Trumbull families. Mrs. Nuland motioned to move the course 
forward to full-Board approval and Ms. McNamee seconded. The motion passed unanimously.  

e. Self Defense/ Personal Safety- Mr. DiScala shared that next year, 2025-2026 would be the first year 
that students need to take a quarter of PE and a quarter credit of Health all four years. Students need 
1 credit of PE and one credit of Health to graduate. Mrs. Nuland complimented the variety of 
courses being offered. No additional certifications are needed to teach this course. Mr. Petroccio has 
taught the course before and is excited about this opportunity.  Ms. McNamee asked about self-
awareness and consent. Mr. DiScala shared that all seniors cover these topics in in Senior Seminar. 
Mrs. Petitti asked about costs. The department is looking into costs of fitness pads for training, but 
overall, costs will be minimal. Ms. McNamee motioned to move the course forward to full-Board 
approval and Mrs. Nuland seconded. The motion passed unanimously.  

f. Mindfulness & Dance – Mr. DiScala presented on behalf of teacher, Michelle Dankulich. He 
mentioned that new national standards have been released and this course will allow for Yoga, Tai-
Chi and other art forms to be studies to be taken by students for credit in lieu of more traditional 
Physical Education classes. The goal will be in helping every student find a path to a healthy 
lifestyle. Mrs. Nuland motioned to move the course forward to full-Board approval and Ms. 
McNamee seconded. The motion passed unanimously.  

g. New Courses- World Language Department Spanish for Heritage Speakers – Level 1 and 2- 
Educator Maria Manzo-Garcia and Department Chair, Susanna Lavorgna-Lye presented the 
courses. They noted the shift in the number of Spanish speaking students and that THS is become 
more diverse. Ms. Manzo-Garcia explained that this class will be interesting to identify which 
students are able to enroll in the class.  The course is giving students a voice to move faster for those 
students in traditional classes; it also honors the roots and identities of their heritage. Mrs. 
Lavorgna-Lye added that it will build the foundational grammar skills so that they can enroll in 
Honors or AP as desired.  Mrs. Nuland asked about new textbooks, and it was shared they are 
considering a text called Galleria.   Ms. McNamee mentioned that it would be interesting to track 
the number of students that move from this course to Honors or AP Spanish. Mrs. Petitti asked if 
Brazilian, Portuguese students are also taking these courses. Ms. Manzo-Garcia shared that they 
may be able to as well. Mrs. Nuland motioned to move both the course forward to full-Board 
approval and Ms. McNamee seconded. The motion passed unanimously.  

h. New Course- English Department- Grade 12 ACP/Honors Multicultural Literature- English 
Department Chair, Anne Rizza shared that the department recently had a team present at the 
National Council of Teacher of English (NCTE) about the inspiration to teach and teacher 
“archetypes.”  The newly proposed Multicultural Literature course is a year-long elective, but one 
of the few that can be taken all year that is both ACP and Honors credit.  This course offers a new 
option for students that we do not currently have—we have African American and Women’s 
Literature, but we do not have a course that crossed different types of cultures outside of the infused 
pieces in our other grades nine through eleven core courses.  This course will demonstrate through a 
study of literature, that at the core, we are all human and go through experiences, despite our 
differences and similarities.  Ms. McNamee motioned to move the course forward to full-Board 
approval and Mrs. Nuland seconded. The motion passed unanimously.  

V. The meeting was adjourned at 10:16 am.  
 
 





















TRUMBULL PUBLIC SCHOOLS
NEW COURSE PROPOSAL

Date Submitted: 11.7.2024

Title of Course: Spanish for Heritage Speakers Level 2

Grade Level: 11-12

Department:World Languages

Length and Credit: Full Year-1 credit

Prerequisites: Teacher recommendation, Spanish Heritage Speaker Placement Test, and/or
successful completion of Spanish Heritage Speakers Level 1 course.

Rationale: The course is designed for advanced heritage speakers of the Spanish language who
already have strong oral language proficiency. This course can accommodate students from a
wide range of linguistic backgrounds in grades 11-12 or who are heritage speakers at an
intermediate-advanced proficiency in Spanish. Students will build upon their current language
skills to continue to develop language and cultural literacy. This course will guide students to
develop a deeper appreciation for their cultural history and heritage while recognizing that there
are many ways to be Latinx. Students will have the opportunity to build confidence using
Spanish to express their thoughts on various themes, interact with other heritage Spanish
speakers, understand complex oral and written passages, create oral and written presentations,
and critically view and evaluate authentic resources in the target language.

The influx of Spanish speakers at Trumbull High School over the past few years has grown
significantly and it has impacted how Spanish teachers and students are experiencing Spanish
courses at THS. Heritage speakers of Spanish often do not have an appropriate level available for
them to take as they often cannot find success in the levels currently available at THS. The data
demonstrates that from 2014 to 2024 there has been an increase of over 100% of the Hispanic
population at THS, from 8% to 18%. Out of approximately 2100 students attending Trumbull
High School, we currently have about 400 students who identify as Hispanic or Latino. Many of
these students would benefit from the opportunity to partake in a Spanish language course that
could accommodate and enrich both their linguistic and cultural background knowledge. We
have the resources available (we would not need to hire additional Spanish teachers if this course
became available) as well as the demand for this course that would best support our Hispanic
students who would benefit from this linguistic and cultural opportunity at the high school level.
This course would contribute to their college preparation of Spanish as well as further enrich
their transcripts.

Resources Needed: Supplemental materials/books for Heritage speakers of Spanish and
continued access to the WL Language Lab.

Submitted by: Susanna Lavorgna Lye
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