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Welcome to 
Desert Sage

Curriculum Night
August 20, 2024
Click the link to purchase our 
class Gimkit Pro Subscription!

Amazon Wishlist

Please take a 

& sign in

http://pptmon.com/
https://pptmon.com/
http://www.pptmon.com/
https://www.gimkit.com/pay-for-me/f79cf035dd191aa480bc4a4139f6b271:55eb446eede15b73732062ac770768879ea772e8895abf11b96be5807b9a64c1
https://www.gimkit.com/pay-for-me/f79cf035dd191aa480bc4a4139f6b271:55eb446eede15b73732062ac770768879ea772e8895abf11b96be5807b9a64c1
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Gifted Classroom Procedures

Expectations Routines/Procedures Positive Reinforcement

● Respect classroom🏫, 
teachers , and 
students

● Come to class 
prepared:📝materials, 
completed classwork, 
💻🔋charged

● 🦻Listen for directions
● 💓to the speaker
● 0-1 Voice Level in the 

hallway.🤫

● Fill out planner📅
● Bell🔔work
● Restroom🚽🧻 during 

independent work time 
using quiet hand signal 
(not 🔔work time)

● Pencils sharpened 
during appropriate 
times (is not 
speaking)

● Line order🚦in hallway

● Whole
○ Class games🎯
○ Karaoke/Dance🎤
○ Brain break

● Group
○ Table Points💯

● Individual
○ Name on 

leaderboard🏆 (No 
Red Ink)

○ Use a unique or 
special chair🪑

https://www.blooket.com/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLK6CV41ePB_IPA9_OoflxLPyeC32JRZDJ
https://www.gonoodle.com/
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Schedule

http://pptmon.com/
https://pptmon.com/
http://www.pptmon.com/
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Gifted 6th Grade 
English Language Arts

● New Curriculum-McGraw Hill “StudySync”
● AZ College and Career Readiness Standards
● No Red Ink for Grammar and Writing
● Narratives

– (1st Quarter)/Expository
– (2nd Quarter)
– Argumentative (3rd Quarter)

● RACEE
● Khan Academy

– Grammar
– Reading and Vocabulary

● Novel studies

http://pptmon.com/
https://pptmon.com/
http://www.pptmon.com/
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2016/12/6th%20Grade%20ELA%202016%20Final.pdf?id=585aa928aadebe12481b8447
https://www.noredink.com/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1QAFpb104yvgBNrqYzvQxBvDGv-qhLtWt1SNARz4YL7w/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.khanacademy.org/
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/grammar
https://www.khanacademy.org/ela/cc-6th-reading-vocab
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7th Grade Math 
● AZ College & Career Readiness Standards
● Open-Up Resources 
● Zearn-Complete the lesson BEFORE we do in class!
● Magma Math-Practice and Assessments
● Canvas
● Videos for each lesson
● Khan Academy

○ 7th grade (Illustrative Mathematics)
○ 6th Grade

http://pptmon.com/
https://pptmon.com/
http://www.pptmon.com/
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2016/12/Math%20Final%20Seventh%20Grade%20%20Standards%2012_9_2016.pdf?id=58546f9faadebe13008c1a3b
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/our6-8math-v1/7/students/index.html
https://dvusd.instructure.com/courses/245350
https://sites.google.com/view/mrmorgansmathhelp/illustrative-mathematics/math-7
https://www.khanacademy.org/
https://www.khanacademy.org/math/7th-grade-illustrative-math
https://www.khanacademy.org/math/cc-sixth-grade-math
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Gifted Curriculum
● Jacob’s Ladder Reading Comprehension
● Depth and Complexity
● Junior Great Books
● William and Mary Integrated Curriculum
● Primary Education Thinking Skills (PETS)
●

http://pptmon.com/
https://pptmon.com/
http://www.pptmon.com/
https://www.routledge.com/topics/jacobs-ladder-reading-comprehension-program
https://depthcomplexity.com/
https://www.greatbooks.org/junior-great-books-k-5/
https://education.wm.edu/centers/cfge/curriculum/
http://www.primaryeducationthinkingskills.com/
https://thinklawportal.com/dashboard-teacher/
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Gifted Social Media
Twitter
@DEGifted Geckos (MINE)

Instagram
dvgifted

http://pptmon.com/
https://pptmon.com/
http://www.pptmon.com/
https://twitter.com/DEGiftedGeckos
https://www.instagram.com/dvgifted/


● Quizzes and tests are in 
Canvas, but some are still 
paper & pencil.

● Some classwork will be 
completed in Canvas as 
well.

This is on the right side of their 
Canvas homepage. It will list 

assignments to be completed. 
The “View Calendar” button is a 

nice way to look at work that 
has been assigned.
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Khan Academy Login Directions
1. https://portal.dvusd.org/
2. Login example:
Bob Tim Smith, ID 123456
Username: btsmi456
Password: 123456

3. Click on Clever
4.Login to my page
5. Khan Academy is on the Clever Page OR
6. It is bookmarked on the Chrome browser

What is my DVUSD learner email 
address?

The DVUSD learner email address is 
formatted as the following: 
username@learner.dvusd.org. This is 
accessed through Gmail.

Gmail Account Access

Students can access their DVUSD Google Accounts by 
going to Google and logging in with their district email 
(Gmail) and student ID.

1. Go to Google (https://myaccount.google.com) or use 
the shortcut on the DVUSD Start Page 
(http://start.dvusd.org)

2. Click Sign In

3. Students will enter their DVUSD Email (Gmail) (first 
letter of first name, first letter of middle name, first 3 letters 
of last name, last 3 numbers of student ID number, 
@learner.dvusd.org)

● SAMPLE: Ivan Mark Smarte ID Number 123456 
Email would be: imsma456@learner.dvusd.org

4. Students will enter their student ID as their password

http://pptmon.com/
https://pptmon.com/
http://www.pptmon.com/
https://portal.dvusd.org/
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Parent Support

http://pptmon.com/
https://pptmon.com/
http://www.pptmon.com/
https://www.dvusd.org/Domain/95
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http://pptmon.com/
https://pptmon.com/
http://www.pptmon.com/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ydr39nGCMsjMtXg8JbDftgxBRQu3hbik/edit#heading=h.gjdgxs
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http://www.pptmon.com/
https://www.dvusd.org/Page/42874
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OVERVIEW OF GIFTED PROGRAMS
 Deer Valley Unified School District provides many programs for gifted and talented learners to reach their fullest potential.  Deer Valley 

utilizes choice programs and focus schools to meet and harness learner needs along a continuum of services spanning Pre-K thru grade 

12.

● Schoolwide Gifted Cluster Model
● Gifted Pre-K Academy
● Bright Beginnings 
● SPARK Enrichment
● SAGE Content Replacement (ELA/ Math)
● Gifted Cohort
● Walk-Up Math
● Renaissance Highly Gifted Academies
● Advanced Academics
● Gifted Cluster Honors
● Advanced Placement
● International Baccalaureate – Middle Years Programme
● Career and Technical Education
● Dual Enrollment

http://pptmon.com/
https://pptmon.com/
http://www.pptmon.com/
https://www.dvusd.org/Page/80449
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All Things EQ

● Video

● Weekly emails

● Parent Letter

http://pptmon.com/
https://pptmon.com/
http://www.pptmon.com/
https://youtu.be/GybBTKNjThE
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1j-m4HIDl-RO58HK2Nt2P_CY9k6hJmkr0/view
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Canvas

● Assignments posted
● Use for absence 
● Textbook access available

http://pptmon.com/
https://pptmon.com/
http://www.pptmon.com/
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Communication
● Student Planners – write a note
● We make phone calls outside class 

time
● Emails
● 24-hour turnaround time 

http://pptmon.com/
https://pptmon.com/
http://www.pptmon.com/
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Behavior/Recognition 
● Character cards record positive and negative behaviors 
● 2 negatives = loss of CHAMPS card
● 3 negatives in one day = Minor
● Twice as many positives as negatives to receive 

quarter celebration
● If student loses card, he/she will get a new card with 5 

negatives
● RADS
● Gecko Gold

http://pptmon.com/
https://pptmon.com/
http://www.pptmon.com/


DVUSD 

Grading 
Practices

Desert Sage Curriculum Night Presentation, 
8/2023



Kindergarten



Standards Grade Scale
Students in Kindergarten will receive marks for their proficiency toward the 
grade level standards using the following scale.

4 = Applies grade level skills with greater depth or complexity

3 = Demonstrates grade level proficiency 

2 = Approaches grade level proficiency 

1 = Displays a significant lack of grade level proficiency

 

Students in Kindergarten do not receive overall course grades.



Citizenship Marks
Kindergarten students will receive citizenship marks in Special Area Classes with this grade 
scale:

E = Excellent

S = Satisfactory

N = Needs Improvement

U = Unsatisfactory

They may also have marks for behavior 
skills that need improvement. These 
will be marked with an “X” on the report
card. 



Go to:
ps.dvusd.org/publi
c

PowerSchool Parent Portal

Students in Kindergarten 
will receive a grade report 
every quarter.  Parents can 
view student grades and 
attendance on the 
PowerSchool Parent portal. 

https://ps.dvusd.org/public/home.html
https://ps.dvusd.org/public/home.html


If you do not have 
an account, see 
front office for 
access codes. Then 
click CREATE 
ACCOUNT on the 
parent portal.

If you have an 
account, enter your 
Username and 
Password and click 
SIGN IN. 



On the Grades & Attendance page, 
you will see the number of absences your child 
has had.

You will also see the course grades for the 
Special Area classes. Click on the course grade 
to see the assignments that were graded for the 
course.

The citizenship mark for each Special Area 
course in located under the course grade. 



Click on the Standards Grades tab to see the overall grades 
for each standard for the marking period. 



Click on arrow beside the course title to expand the selection or click on Expand All.

Note: Citizenship (Conduct) 
marks for non-special area 
courses will be in the 
“Kindergarten” list. Expand 
the course to see the marks. 



Once the course is expanded, you will 
see the overall average grade for each 
standard for each marking period shown 
as a 4, 3, 2, or 1. 

Not all standards are worked on or 
measured each quarter.



Grading Practices
Resources:

www.dvusd.org/grading 

https://www.dvusd.org/grading


Grades 1-2



Citizenship Marks
1st and 2nd students will receive citizenship marks in Special Area Classes with this grade scale:

E = Excellent

S = Satisfactory

N = Needs Improvement

U = Unsatisfactory

They may also have marks for behavior 
skills that need improvement. These 
will be marked with an “X” on the report
card. 



Standards Grade Scale
Students in 1st and 2nd grades will receive marks for their proficiency 
toward the grade level standards using the following scale.

4 = Applies grade level skills with greater depth or complexity

3 = Demonstrates grade level proficiency 

2 = Approaches grade level proficiency 

1 = Displays a significant lack of grade level proficiency

NE = No evidence (missing work)
 



Standards Grade 
Calculation

Week 5 Quiz
Standard A

Standard B

2

2

Chapter Test

Standard A 

Standard B

Standard C

Standard D

3

3

2

3

Standard A     Standard B     Standard C    Standard D
2 2 1 2
3 3 2 3
4 3 3 4

3

3 3 3

Unit Project

Standard B

Standard C

Standard D

3

3

4

Standard B

Standard C

Standard D

Week 6 Quiz
3

1

2

Most 
Recent 

3

 2



+  + + 

Overall Course Grade 
Calculation

Standard A     Standard B     Standard C    Standard D

3  3   2 3

2.75

S

1-6

11  4 Standards 

2.75        4 = 69%
4 categories 
grade scale



Standards Grade 
Calculation

Topic Quiz
Standard A

Standard B

Standard C

3

2

2

Mid-Module 
Test
Standard A 

Standard B

Standard C

4

3

3

Standard A     Standard B     Standard C 
3 2 2
4 3 3
4 4 3

4 3

End of 
Module Test
Standard A

Standard B

Standard C

4

4

3

 3



+  + 

Overall Course Grade 
Calculation

Standard A     Standard B     Standard C

4  3   3

3.33

E

1-6

10    3 Standards 

3.33         4 = 83%
4 categories 
grade scale



Course Grade Scale
The most recent three of the marks entered for a standard will be 
averaged to produce an overall grade for the standard.  Then all of the 
overall standards marks will be averaged together to produce a course 
grade.  The course grade will use the following scale:

E = Excellent (80-100%)

S = Satisfactory (60-79%)

N = Needs Improvement  (42-59%)

U = Underperforming (0-41%)



Go to:
ps.dvusd.org/publ
ic

PowerSchool Parent Portal

Students in 1st and 2nd 
grades will receive a grade 
report every quarter.  Parents 
can view student grades and 
attendance on the 
PowerSchool Parent portal. 

https://ps.dvusd.org/public/home.html
https://ps.dvusd.org/public/home.html


If you do not have 
an account, see 
front office for 
access codes. Then 
click CREATE 
ACCOUNT on the 
parent portal.

If you have an 
account, enter your 
Username and 
Password and click 
SIGN IN. 



On the Grades & Attendance page, you will see 
the number of absences your child has had.

You will also see the course grades for each 
course. Click on the course grade to see the 
assignments that were graded for the course.

The citizenship mark for each Special Area 
course is located under the course grade. 



Assignments will be marked with a symbol:

Collected (student has submitted the assignment for a grade)

Missing (student did not submit the assignment)

Exempt (assignment does not count toward the overall grade)

Click on the blue SHOW 
STANDARDS icon   to see the marks for the 
standard(s) measured on the 
assignment.  

When you click on a course grade, you can see a list of grade entries.

Assessment

Assessment

Coursework



Click on the Standards Grades tab to see the overall grades 
for each standard for the marking period. 



Click on arrow beside the course title to expand the selection or click on Expand All.

Note: Citizenship (Conduct) 
marks for non-special area 
courses will be in the “Home 
Room” list. Expand the 
Home Room course to see 
the marks. 



Once the course is expanded, you will 
see the overall average grade for each 
standard for each marking period shown 
as a 4, 3, 2, or 1. 

Not all standards are worked on or 
measured each quarter.



After clicking on the blue SHOW STANDARDS icon, the selection will 
expand to show the standards that were measured and the student’s 
level of proficiency on each standard.

Assessment

Assessment

Coursework



PowerSchool Parent Portal 

Change: No plus or minus indicators No Change: Percentages shown on 0-100% scale
No Change: Citizenship marks on E/S/N/U scaleNo Change: Letter Grades E/S/N/U

2nd Grade Parents will see a few changes from last school year.   

Old View New View



PowerSchool Parent Portal

Change: No plus or minus indicators No Change: Expand to see proficiency marks

No Change: Proficiency marks on 1-4 scaleChange: Scores aligned to actual performance

2nd Grade Parents will see a few changes from last school year.   

Old View New View



Missing Work
An assignment is considered as missing work when it is not 
submitted by the due date. 
Missing work will be treated as such:

○ The assignment will be marked with the “Missing” special code in the gradebook

○ A 49% will be entered as the score for the assignment in the gradebook 

○ No Evidence (NE) will be entered for the standards attached to the assignment

○ If the work is submitted, it will be marked as late and the assignment score (49%) will be changed to 
reflect the student’s actual score with no deductions or penalties



Late Work
An assignment is considered late work when the assignment is 
not submitted by the due date that was established, but is 
submitted by the end of the marking period.

The student will be issued full credit for the work submitted (no 
added penalties or caps on the grade that can be earned).  The 
teacher will mark the student’s assignment with the “Late” 
special code. If the assignment is an assessment, the 
proficiency level of the standards attached will be entered.



Reassessment
Retake: The student completes another assessment of the same learning targets. The 
assessment to be retaken may be in the same format or a different format. The higher of 
the two scores will be entered in the gradebook.

● Students may retake an assessment one time. 
● Students must request to retake an assessment.

○ A  reassessment request must be made within 10 school days after receiving the 
assessment score

● Retakes can be in another format.  

● For Retakes - the original score is replaced, if the new score is higher. The new score 
will not be capped or penalized.  

● Teachers may administer reassessments until the marking period is closed.



Grading Practices
Resources:

www.dvusd.org/grading 

https://www.dvusd.org/grading


Grades 3-6



Citizenship Marks
3rd-8th grades students will receive citizenship marks for each course using this 
grade scale:

E = Excellent

S = Satisfactory

N = Needs Improvement

U = Unsatisfactory



Standards Grade Scale
Students in 3rd through 8th grades will receive marks for their proficiency 
toward the grade level standards using the following scale. 

4 = Highly Proficient

3 = Proficient 

2 = Partially Proficient 

1 = Minimally Proficient

NE = No evidence (missing work)
 



Categories and Weights
Assignments will be entered into the gradebook within one of the following 
categories which will be weighted for calculation of the overall course grade.

ASSESSMENT = 80%

COURSEWORK = 20%

PRACTICE = 0%



Course Grade Scale
Assignment/assessment scores will be averaged to produce an overall 
course grade for the standard.   The course grade will be based upon the 
following grade scale:

A = 90-100%

B = 80-89%

C =  70-79%

D = 60-69% 

F = 0-59%



Grading Guidance Chart 3rd-12th 
grade



Basic example of the 3rd-12th Grade 
Grading Guidance Chart

 

Give assessment 
over 2 standards

Determine 1-4 
score on rubric for 
each standard 

Use chart to identify 
percentage band 
based on rubric 
grades 

Enter percentage 
for the assessment. 
Teacher will 
determine which % 
in the range to use.

Grade is referenced 
from proficiency level 
on standards.  Only 
percentage calculates 
into final grade.

Grade 96% A
● Standard A: 3
● Standard B: 4



Another Basic example of the 3rd-12th Grade 
Grading Guidance Chart

 

Give assessment 
over 4 standards Determine 1-4 

score on rubric for 
each standard 

Use chart to identify 
percentage band 
based on rubric 
grades 

Enter percentage 
for the assessment. 
Teacher will 
determine which % 
in the range to use.

Grade is referenced 
from proficiency level 
on standards.  Only 
percentage calculates 
into final grade.

Grade 84% B
● Standard A: 3
● Standard B: 4
● Standard C: 3
● Standard D: 2



Go to:
ps.dvusd.org/publ
ic

PowerSchool Parent Portal

Students in 3rd-8th grades 
will receive a grade report 
every quarter.  Parents can 
view student grades and 
attendance on the 
PowerSchool Parent portal. 

https://ps.dvusd.org/public/home.html
https://ps.dvusd.org/public/home.html


If you do not have 
an account, see 
front office for 
access codes. Then 
click CREATE 
ACCOUNT on the 
parent portal.

If you have an 
account, enter your 
Username and 
Password and click 
SIGN IN. 



On the Grades & Attendance page, you will see 
the number of absences your child has had.

You will also see the course grades for each 
course. Click on the course grade to see the 
assignments that were graded for the course.

The citizenship mark for each course is located 
under the course grade. 



Assignments may be marked with a symbol. See the 
Legend at the bottom of the page for information about 
the meaning of each symbol.

Click on the blue SHOW STANDARDS icon   
to see the marks for the standard(s) measured 
on the assignment.  

When you click on a course grade, you can see a list of grade entries.

When the “View” link is shown, you can click on 
“View” to see additional information about the 
gradebook entry. 



Click on the Standards Grades tab to see the overall grades 
for each standard for the marking period. 



Click on arrow beside the course title to expand the selection or click on Expand All.



Once the course is expanded, you will 
see the overall average grade for each 
standard for each marking period shown 
as a 4, 3, 2, or 1. 

Not all standards are worked on or 
measured each quarter.



After clicking on the blue SHOW STANDARDS icon, the selection will 
expand to show the standards that were measured and the student’s 
level of proficiency on each standard.

Assessment

Assessment

Coursework



PowerSchool Parent Portal - 3rd-6th Grades

Change: No plus or minus indicators No Change: Percentages shown on 0-100% scale
No Change: Citizenship marks on E/S/N/U scaleNo Change: Letter Grades A-F

Parents will see a few changes from last school year.   

Old View New View



PowerSchool Parent Portal: 3rd-6th Grades

Change: No plus or minus indicators No Change: Expand to see proficiency marks

No Change: Proficiency marks on 1-4 scaleChange: Scores aligned to actual performance

Parents will see a few changes from last school year.   

Old View New View



Missing Work
An assignment is considered as missing work when it is not 
submitted by the due date. 
Missing work will be treated as such:

○ The assignment will be marked with the “Missing” special code in the gradebook

○ A 49% will be entered as the score for the assignment in the gradebook 

○ No Evidence (NE) will be entered for the standards attached to the assignment

○ If the work is submitted, it will be marked as late and the assignment score (49%) will be changed 
to reflect the student’s actual score with no deductions or penalties



Late Work
An assignment is considered late work when the assignment is 
not submitted by the due date that was established, but is 
submitted by the end of the marking period.

The student will be issued full credit for the work submitted (no 
added penalties or caps on the grade that can be earned).  The 
teacher will mark the student’s assignment with the “Late” 
special code. If the assignment is an assessment, the 
proficiency level of the standards attached will be entered.



Reassessment
Retake: The student completes another assessment of the same learning targets. The 
assessment to be retaken may be in the same format or a different format. The higher of 
the two scores will be entered in the gradebook.

● Students may retake an assessment one time. 
● Students must request to retake an assessment.

○ A  reassessment request must be made within 10 school days after receiving the 
assessment score

● Retakes can be in another format.  

● For Retakes - the original score is replaced, if the new score is higher. The new score 
will not be capped or penalized.  

● Teachers may administer reassessments until the marking period is closed.



Grading Practices
Resources:

www.dvusd.org/grading 

https://www.dvusd.org/grading

