
Mrs. Buchholz
Mrs. Ritchie

Curriculu

m Night

Thank 
you for 
coming!



Communication

Email is the best way to 

communicate with us!

Mrs. Buchholz

● patricia.buchholz@dvusd.org

Mrs. Ritchie

● stephanie.ritchie@dvusd.org

We will 
respond 
within 24 

hours!



Curriculum



● 5 days of lessons
● Weekly test on the 6th day
● Each module is 18 days

Into Reading

Readin
g & 

Writing

● 5 days of lessons
● Grammar, quickwrites, or 

cursive on the 6th day
● Each module is 18 days

Writer’s 

Workshop



Reading RTI
● 6 days of independent activities that connect to 

what they have learned in the whole class 
lessons:
○ Vocabulary Analysis

■ Exploring meanings, synonyms, 
antonyms, and using new words

○ Word Parts
■ Exploring how prefixes, suffixes, 

and root words can change the 
meaning of a word.

○ Partner Reading
■ Practicing fluent reading aloud 

with friends
○ Grammar

■ Exploring the construction of 
sentences

○ Spelling
■ Sorting words based on spelling 

patterns
○ Cursive

■ Practicing everyday use of cursive



● 5 Units of varying length

● Lesson quizzes and end of Unit 
assessments

● Lessons Covered:
○ Whole Number Operations - 

Volume, Division & 
Multiplication

○ Decimals, Fractions
○ Coordinate Plane
○ Geometry, Algebraic Thinking

iReady Math

Math



Math RTI
● 8 minutes of Fluency Flight 

each day to practice their 
automaticity of adding, 
subtracting, multiplying, and 
dividing.

● 45 minutes of My Path lessons 
each week. These are targeted 
lessons based on the results of 
their diagnostic test.

● Once their 45 minutes of 
lessons is done for the week, 
they may play the Learning 
Games.



Mystery Science

● Quarter 1: Mixtures & 
Solutions

● Quarter 2: Forces & Motion

● Quarter 3: Earth and Moon

● Quarter 4: Adaptations & 
Environment

STEMscopes

Science



Mandarin

New Curriculum - Level Learning 

Mandarin Language
●    Listening
●    Speaking
●    Reading (Online Library)
●    Writing (Typing)
●

Chinese Culture
●    Chinese Traditional Stories
●    Chinese Traditional
●    Festivals

Currently 

being taught 

by Mrs. Zhao in 

6th grade!



● We study from the American 
Revolution (1770s) to the Industrial 
Revolution (1840s)

● Also, we look at the structure of the 
U.S. Government and how it came to 
be

● Students will complete 2 DBQ 
(Document-Based Question) Essays 
for the district, which requires them 
to analyze primary sources and 
answer a question based on their 
research.

McGraw Hill

Social 
Studies



Junior 

Achievement 

BizTown

● Learning starts in February

● Teaches students about economy, 

savings, checking, payroll, etc.

● Students are assigned jobs

● Field trip to JA Biztown in March to 

work at their job and get “paid”



All Things EQ

Social Emotional 
Curriculum

Click the 
Title

https://allthingseq.wistia.com/medias/8vxxxso61o
https://app.allthingseq.com/login


Culture Camp - Q1 Week 2

Are my 
thoughts 
helpful or 

hurting me?
Life  
Skill

Pride

Lifelong  
Guideline

Personal Best

Click for weekly video ↑

Gecko Goals
Be Safe

Be Respectful
Be Responsible

Be Ready to 
Learn

https://kids.britannica.com/kids/search/dictionary?query=pride
https://app.allthingseq.com/login


Routines + 

Procedures



Planners / Agendas

Students are required to fill out their planner each 
day with important information, such as assignments, 

lessons, upcoming assessments, etc.

Students can use this to share with families what 
they are learning, know what they have missed, and 

keep track of their work.



Homework Policy

Routine homework is not assigned. However, if classwork is not 
completed, then it becomes homework.

If you’re wanting your student to do some form of homework, 
here are some suggestions:

● 20 minutes of reading
● 20 minutes on iReady completing My Path lessons
● Cooking or baking with measurements
● Visiting local museums
● Exploring nature on a hike



Positive 

ReinforcementSecret Student
If the secret student of the day does well, they get to 
sit in the “VIP” desk in Mrs. Buchholz or pick a prize 

from Mrs. Ritchie.

Secret Table:
If the secret table of the week does well, they get to 

choose alternative seating for a week.

Class Marbles:
When the whole class does well and fills up their 

marble jar, they choose from a variety of prizes.

Gecko Gold

Positives on 
Character Cards

RADs

Weekly Life Skill 
Winner



Character 

Cards











We’re in urgent 

need of supplies!

● You’ve been more than 
generous in donating directly 
to our classroom. Thank you!

● I want to extend the donation 
request to our entire school.
 

● The items on this list will 
directly support the 
emergency buckets in each 
classroom!



Grading 

Policies



Classes that typically meet 4-5 days per week = at 
least 1 meaningful grade each week per subject

Students in 3rd through 12th grades will receive 
marks for their proficiency towards the grade level 
standards using the following scale. These marks are 
for information and do not calculate the student's 
overall course grade.

● 4 = Highly Proficient

● 3 = Proficient

● 2 = Partially Proficient

● 1 = Minimally Proficient



Classes that typically meet 4-5 days per week = at least 1 
meaningful grade each week per subject

Students in 3rd through 12th grades will receive marks for 
their overall performance in each course of study using the 
following letter grade scale. Overall course grades for 
students in grades 3-12 will be calculated from the average 
of the student’s assignment scores* (assessments, 
coursework). 

● A =  90-100% 

● B =  80-89%

● C =  70-79%

● D =  60-69%

● F =   0-59%









Retake Policy

Students may request to retake assignments 
within 10 days of the due date.

Students may not retake an assignment if they 
have missing or uncompleted work in the 

gradebook.



For more 

information on 

Grading, visit:

https://www.dvusd.org/Page/84444

Thank you 
for joining 

us!


