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Reading

● We work on a 6 day plan for each cycle.

● Throughout the week we go through different 
skills (main idea, text features, figurative 
language etc.) and we discuss how we can use 
them to help us better understand the story.

● Comprehension of various genres: historical 
fiction, realistic fiction, plays, informational, tall 
tales and more.



Writing

● We work on a 18+ day cycle with each writing 
assignment. 

● Right now we are discussing a summer trip they took 
and explaining one day of that trip.

● We are working on telling a story with a Beginning, 
Middle, and End. 

● We discuss the writing process which is, Brainstorm 
(Circle Map and a Graphic Organizer), Rough Draft 
(Writing our essay out, first try), Edit (Self-edit, 
peer-edit, parent-edit), and final draft (typing essay 
with no errors).



Social Studies

Impact Social Studies is a new curriculum that we adopted this year.
The curriculum goes over the following topics:
● Communities in Our Country and World
● The Community and Its Environment
● People and Communities
● Communities Change Over Time
● American Citizens, Symbols, and Government 
● Economics of Communities

We also hit on Arizona and its history. 



Math 

● AZ College and Career Readiness 
Standards

● i-Ready math
● Small group instruction
● Facts practice 
● Lesson quizzes as well as end of 

lesson/unit assessments
● Mandarin Immersion instruction 



Science 

● Science Investigations 
● Lights
● Sounds
● Earth System 
● Biosphere
● Projects and presentations
● Mandarin Instruction 

Bai and Garrett



Mandarin

● AZ College and Career Readiness Standards
● Level learning (new curriculum)
● Reading, Listening, Writing and Speaking
● Comprehension of various genre: narrative and 

informational texts. 
● Writing homework(sight words list available on 

the website)
● Multiplication Pizza party 

https://www.dvusd.org/Page/81962


Homework

● Unfinished 
Classwork (i-Ready 
/Homework)

● Reading Homework 
starting on August 26



Planners

● Students are required to fill out their planner 
each day with important information, such as 
assignments, lessons, upcoming 
assessments, etc.

● Students can use this to share with families 
what they are learning, know what they have 
missed, and keep track of their work.

 



Behavior Card



Behavior Cards
● Character cards represent a structured behavior program designed for most students.  Each 

teacher/administrator has the right to use his/her professional judgment to modify this plan for 
individual students as needed.

Each quarter, all 3rd - 6th students will receive a character card and are expected to have it in their 
possession every day.

● After being seated in a classroom, students are required to have easy access to his/her character 
card.

● If a student does not adhere to a school/classroom expectation, then they will receive a verbal 
warning.  

● If after receiving a verbal warning a student continues not adhere to the expectations, then the 
teacher will record a negative on the student’s character card.

● Teachers will use the positive portion of the character card to record student behavior that is above 
and beyond expected behavior.

● Any student who loses their character card will receive a new card marked “2nd Copy” with five 
negatives.

● Students must earn twice as many positives as negatives to participate in the end of quarter 
Character Celebration.

● Major infractions of the school rules listed in the Student Rights and Responsibilities Handbook will 
result in consequences beyond the Character Card.



Field Trips

We are going on two field trips this school 
year.

● Arizona State Capitol Museum
● Wildlife Zoo



Gecko Gathering

● Whole school, outdoor assemblies on 
the first Friday of every month.

● Pledge, National Anthem, 
Announcements, Special Recognitions 
and Upcoming Events



Culture Camp - Q1 Week 2

Are my 
thoughts 
helpful or 

hurting me?
Life Skill

Pride

Lifelong Guideline
Personal Best Click for weekly video ↑

Gecko Goals
Be Safe

Be Respectful
Be Responsible

Be Ready to Learn

https://kids.britannica.com/kids/search/dictionary?query=pride
https://app.allthingseq.com/login


All Things EQ

● Introduction Letter

● Introduction Video

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1j-m4HIDl-RO58HK2Nt2P_CY9k6hJmkr0/view
https://allthingseq.wistia.com/medias/8vxxxso61o


                                                            

Grading 
Practices



Grading Guidance Chart

For 3rd-12th grade courses, 
the score entered for an 
assessment should 
correlate with the marks 
given for the standard(s) 
assessed.

Please reference this chart. 



Standards Grade Scale

Students in 3rd through 8th grades will receive marks for their proficiency 
toward the grade level standards using the following scale. Standards marks 
do not impact the course grade.

4 = Highly Proficient
3 = Proficient 
2 = Partially Proficient 
1 = Minimally Proficient
NE = No evidence (missing work)
 



Course Grade Scale

Assignment scores will be averaged to produce an overall course grade for the 
standard.   The course grade will be based upon the following traditional letter 
grade scale:

A = 90-100%

B = 80-89%

C =  70-79%

D = 60-69% 

F = 0-59%



Citizenship Marks

3rd-8th grades students will receive citizenship marks for each course using 
this grade scale:

E = Excellent

S = Satisfactory

N = Needs Improvement

U = Unsatisfactory



Categories and Weights

Assignments will be entered into the gradebook within one of the following 
categories which will be weighted for calculation of the overall course grade.

ASSESSMENT = 80%

COURSEWORK = 20%

PRACTICE = 0%



Grading Guidance Chart

For 3rd-12th grade courses, 
the score entered for an 
assessment should 
correlate with the marks 
given for the standard(s) 
assessed.

Please reference this chart. 



Communication

E-mails
● Quickest response

● Phone calls
--return calls as soon 
as possible
● Weekly Newsletters
● 24 hour turnaround 

time 
● Please check your 

child’s planner and 
folder nightly



Bond Override



Bond Override



Follow Us on Twitter


