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Charles County Public Schools

Board meeting Jan. 14
The Board of Education will meet 

1 p.m., Tuesday, Jan. 14. An agenda 
will be available at www.ccboe.com 
around Jan. 7. January is Maryland 
School Board Appreciation Month. 

What’s public info?  
Under the Maryland Public Infor-

mation Act (MPIA), some informa-
tion about public employees is con-
sidered public information.

All Charles County Public Schools 
(CCPS) staff are considered public 
employees. Under MPIA and through 
a formal request, any individual can 
request public information about any 
CCPS staff member, including the 
employee’s job title, work location, 
CCPS email address, dates of employ-
ment, and salary. These items are not 
considered a part of an employee’s 
personnel record, which includes 
confidential information that may not 
be released to the public under the 
MPIA. CCPS staff routinely receives 
requests for CCPS staff information, 
typically from media outlets or agen-
cies that support transparency in gov-
ernment spending at the federal, state 
and/or local levels.

Be mindful that staff salary and 
other information related to a position 
with CCPS is considered public infor-
mation. Additional information about 
MPIA is available at https://www.
marylandattorneygeneral.gov/Pages/
OpenGov/piaManual.aspx. 

CCPS has a public information 
page.

On the cover  
The Board of Education honored 

outstanding employees at its Nov. 12 
meeting including Christopher How-
ard, left, building service manager, 
Maurice J. McDonough High School, 
and Brandi Youmans, special educa-
tion teacher, Arthur Middleton El-
ementary School. Click here to read 
more. 

A happy holiday season is in the cards
Every year Charles County Public Schools 

(CCPS) students can submit an original holiday 
card design to be used by the Superintendent for 
the school system’s official holiday card. 	

A design is selected from each school level 
— elementary, middle and high school — to be 
included in the CCPS card that is sent to local 
elected officials, school system Superintendents 
and others. 

The works of Jocelyn Brewer, Elizabeth M. 
Gatewood and Ashley Wu were selected. 

Brewer’s submission, above right, at the high 
school level depicts young children shoveling 
snow. She is a junior at Westlake High School 
and is in an Advanced Placement (AP) art class 

taught by Zachariah Reynolds. 
Gatewood, a sixth grader at Phoenix Interna-

tional School of the Arts (PISOTA), submitted a 
design that reads “Happy Holidays” with draw-
ings of traditional symbols of the season such 
as bows and gifts surrounding the wording. Her 
design was submitted by staff at PISOTA and is 
pictured above top left. 

Wu’s card depicts a drawing of Santa Claus 
accompanied by a reindeer standing outside a 
gingerbread house, pictured above bottom left. It 
was selected to represent the elementary school 
level. Wu is a fifth-grade student at William B. 
Wade Elementary School who takes art class 
taught by Susanti Martinez.

CCPS winter break operating schedule 
Charles County Public Schools (CCPS) administrative offices are closed for winter break, Dec. 

23 through 25, and Wednesday, Jan. 1. Schools are closed Monday, Dec. 23, through Wednesday, 
Jan. 1, for winter break. 

Schools, offices and buildings reopen on Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025, as noted in the CCPS Parent 
Handbook/Calendar. During winter break, some CCPS high schools may have athletic events such 
as games or practices planned during the day. Learn more about www.smacathletics.org. 

https://www.ccboe.com/
https://www.marylandattorneygeneral.gov/Pages/OpenGov/pia.aspx
https://www.ccboe.com/about/public-info-media/public-information-act-requests
https://www.ccboe.com/about/public-info-media/details/~board/press-releases/post/employees-receive-accolades-from-board-of-education-at-it-nov-12-meeting
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1730387883/ccboecom/jka8ewv4zww9gnwphwv5/Calendar20242025.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1730387883/ccboecom/jka8ewv4zww9gnwphwv5/Calendar20242025.pdf
https://www.smacathletics.org/g5-bin/client.cgi?G5genie=561
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The Charles County public school system does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, na-
tional origin, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
age or disability in its programs, activities or employ-
ment practices. For inquiries, please contact Dr. Mike 
Blanchard, Title IX/ADA/Section 504 Coordinator 
(students) or Nikial M. Majors, Title IX/ADA/Sec-
tion 504 Coordinator (employees/ adults), at Charles 
County Public Schools, Jesse L. Starkey Administra-
tion Building, P.O. Box 2770, La Plata, MD 20646; 
301-932-6610/301-870-3814. For special accom-
modations call 301-934-7230 or TDD 1-800-735-
2258 two weeks prior to the event. CCPS provides 
nondiscriminatory equal access to school facilities in 
accordance with its Use of Facilities rules to desig-
nated youth groups (including, but not limited to, the 
Boy Scouts).
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Food Service Job Fair — 9 a.m.-
noon, Jan. 28 at the Jesse L. Starkey 
Administration Building. Click here 
to fill out an online application. Click 
here to register to attend. 
General Maintenance Worker I 
(PM shift) — Annex I, 12-month 
employee. High school diploma or 
GED along with four years of work 
experience in similar and/or related 
field required. Apply by Jan. 2. 
Plumber (PM shift) — Annex I, 
12-month employee. High school di-
ploma or GED in addition to a current 
apprentice plumber license issued by 
the Baltimore Board of Commission-
ers of Practical Plumbing. Four years 
of progressive plumbing experience. 
Apply by Jan. 2. 

Personnel

‘Sleigh’ 
all day

Eagles soar at state
North Point High School’s varsity foot-
ball team is the state champs after beat-
ing Mergenthaler Vocational Technical 
High School 21-20 in the Dec. 5 the 
Maryland 4A/3A Football champion-
ship. The head coach is Bill Condo, an  
engineering concepts teacher at North 
Point. Watch a feature on the team on 
YouTube. 

The Board of Education of Charles County 
at its Nov. 12 meeting approved for Charles 
County Public Schools (CCPS) to move for-
ward with the renaming of General Smallwood 
Middle School. 

The renaming was first suggested to the 
Board in February 2024 by community mem-
bers concerned with the school bearing the 
name of General William Smallwood. Accord-
ing to the Archives of Maryland, Smallwood 
was governor of Maryland from 1785 to 1788 
who owned a plantation in Charles County, en-
slaving 56 people.

Following community engagement about a 
potential renaming of Smallwood, updates to 
the Board from staff about the school’s name-
sake, its history and community feedback re-
ceived, the Board approved for CCPS to move 
forward with the renaming process. Board of 
Education Policy 7230 outlines the school re-
naming process. 

CCPS will accept school name recommen-
dations through 11:59 p.m., Friday, Jan. 3. Any-
one interested in recommending a name for con-
sideration must provide written documentation, 
not to exceed one page (front and back), with 
information on the significance of the proposed 
name.

School name recommendations can be sub-
mitted:

Electronically using this form. Supporting 
documentation must be uploaded to the form in 
a downloadable format.

By mail to Shelley Mackey, School Nam-
ing Committee Liaison, Charles County Public 
Schools, P.O. Box 2770, La Plata, MD, 20646.

Mailed submissions must include support-
ing documentation. Submitted materials should 
be photocopies. By email to smackey@ccboe.
com. Email submissions must include support-
ing documentation. For more information about 
submitting potential school names, click here.

Suggest potential school names for consideration 

Charles County 
Public Schools 
(CCPS) staff in the 
Office of School 
Administration 
and Leadership 
(OSAL) wore 
“Our OSAL Team 
Sleighs” t-shirts 
Wednesday to 
celebrate teamwork 
and the holiday 
season.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ET0obDm2wm0
https://go.boarddocs.com/mabe/ccpsmd/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=CWBKXT53A965
https://go.boarddocs.com/mabe/ccpsmd/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=CWBKXT53A965
https://ccboe.iad1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8Hf2u9REu9SCrD8
https://enxp.fa.us6.oraclecloud.com/hcmUI/CandidateExperience/en/sites/CX/?mode=location
https://app.brazenconnect.com/a/ccps/e/WQOEz
https://app.brazenconnect.com/a/ccps/e/WQOEz
https://www.ccboe.com/about/public-info-media/details/~board/press-releases/post/board-approves-renaming-of-general-smallwood-middle-school-ccps-seeking-school-name-recommendations
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ET0obDm2wm0



