
 

 

MANHASSET UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT 
  Manhasset, New York 11030 

    Board MEETING Minutes 
November 26, 2024 

District Office/Community Room 

 

 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 

 
Steve Panzik, President, Ted Post, Vice President, Nadia Giannopoulos, Marianna 

Bruno, and Maria Pescatore, Trustees   
 
MEMBERS OF THE BOARD ABSENT:  none 

 
STUDENT DELEGATE PRESENT:   

 
ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF PRESENT:  Dr. Gaurav Passi, Superintendent of 
Schools; Dr. Sam Gergis, Assistant Superintendent for Business and Operations, Dr. 

Rebecca Chowske, Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction and 
Dina Maggiacomo, Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources 

 
Meeting called to order at 2:07 PM 
 

 

A. Call to Order 

 
 

B. Public Comment 

 

C.  Regular Agenda 

 

1. Resolution Authorizing the Commencement of Article 78 

Regarding  

 

Be it hereby resolved that the Board of Education of the Manhasset UFSD approves 

the Board's participation in an article 78 proceeding challenging the SED adoption 

of the regulations addressing regionalization. 

 

Motion by Steven Panzik 

Final Resolution: MOTION APPROVED 

YES: Marianna Bruno, Maria Pescatore, Nadia Giannopoulos, Steven Panzik, Ted 

Post 

 



 

 

2.  Resolution Authorizing the Retention of Rigano LLC As Special 

Counsel 

 

WHEREAS the Board of Education wishes to retain Rigano LLC as special counsel to 

initiate Article 78 proceedings challenging the SED adoption of the regulations 

addressing regionalization as directed by the Board President and/or 

Superintendent; now, therefore be it 

 

RESOLVED, said counsel is authorized to take all necessary and appropriate action 

on behalf of the Board of Education and the District in coordination with the Board 

President and/or Superintendent; and,  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Rigano LLC shall be paid up to $10,000 at an hourly 

rate of $350.00/hr for partners and Of Counsel, $275.00/hour for Associates and 

$75.00/hour for paralegals and reimbursed expenses upon invoices properly 

submitted and in accordance with a retention letter agreement between the parties 

and that the Board of Education president is authorized to sign the retainer 

agreement on the Board’s behalf. 

 

 

Motion by Steven Panzik 

Final Resolution: MOTION APPROVED 

YES: Marianna Bruno, Maria Pescatore, Nadia Giannopoulos 

NO:  Steven Panzik, Ted Post 

 

 

 

 

K. Adjourn 

 

The Board of Education hereby adjourns the public session at 2:47pm. 
 

Motion by Steven Panzik 

Final Resolution: MOTION APPROVED 
YES: Marianna Bruno, Maria Pescatore, Steven Panzik, Ted Post and Nadia 
Giannopoulos 

 
 

Respectfully submitted by, 
Nicole M. Rosenberg, District Clerk 

 


