
 

 

MANHASSET UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT 
  Manhasset, New York 11030 

    Board MEETING Minutes 
November 21, 2024 

District Office/Community Room 

 

 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 

 
Steve Panzik, President, Ted Post, Vice President, Nadia Giannopoulos, Marianna 

Bruno, and Maria Pescatore, Trustees   
 
MEMBERS OF THE BOARD ABSENT: none 

 
STUDENT DELEGATE PRESENT:  Isabella Cholowsky 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF PRESENT:  Dr. Gaurav Passi, Superintendent of 
Schools; Dr. Sam Gergis, Assistant Superintendent for Business and Operations, Dr. 

Rebecca Chowske, Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction and 
Dina Maggiacomo, Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources 

 
Meeting called to order at 7:05 PM 
 

 

A. Call to Order 

 
Staff/Student Recognition 
 

National Merit Scholarship  National Merit Scholarship 

Semifinalists  Commended Students 

 Sophia Chainani   Shuewei (Vivian) Chen 

 Hannah Chang   Meghan Colello 

 Jonathan Chen   Liliana Espinal 

 Mingxin (Julie) Chen   Sohum Khatoria 

 Colin Hairabedian   Jocelyn Liu 

 Loic Hairabedian   William McLean 

 Jackson Kang   Remi Pai 

 Jonas Kim   Sean Randall 

 Chelsea Lim   Leela Sankar 

 Rachel Liu   Brendan So 

 Alex Lu   James Tsekouras 

 Stephen Lu   Audrey Wangkanchanamas 



 

 

National Merit Scholarship 

Semifinalists  

National Merit Scholarship 

Commended Students 

 Henry Ma   Matthew Wu 

 Peter Martelli       

 John Matos       

 Grace Punzalan       

 Alena Tsai       

 Emily Zhao     

 

B. Approval of Minutes 

 

The Board of Education hereby approves the minutes of the November 7th, 2024 

Board Meeting. 

 

Motion by Steven Panzik 

Final Resolution: MOTION APPROVED 

YES: Marianna Bruno, Maria Pescatore, Nadia Giannopoulos, Steven Panzik, Ted 

Post 

 

C. Student Matters and Curriculum 

 

1. Superintendent's Report 

 Dr. Gaurav Passi 

 

2. Student Delegate's Report 

 

 Isabella Cholowsky 

 

D. Presentation 

 

1. Course Enhancements 2025-2026 and Curriculum Initiatives 

 

Rebacca Chowske 

Lauren Tallarine 

Margaret Ronai 

Christina Lang 

Brendan McGowan 

Michael O’ Connell 

 

E. Discussions 

 



 

 

1.  2025/2026 Budget Calendar 

2. Town of North Hempstead BusPatrol Program 

3. NYSED Proposed Regionalization Regulations 

 

F. Regular Agenda 

 

1. Motion: To suspend the Board of Education Rules 

 

Motion by Steven Panzik 

Final Resolution: MOTION APPROVED 

YES: Marianna Bruno, Maria Pescatore, Nadia Giannopoulos, Steven Panzik, Ted 

Post 

 

2. Resolution Authorizing the Commencement of Article 78 

Regarding Regionalization 

 

Read on Resolution: for the Board of Education Meeting dated: 

November 21, 2024 

 

The Following was offered by: Maria Pescatore 

 

And seconded by Marianna Bruno 

 

WHEREAS, the New York State Department of Education has published 

emergency/proposed rules titled Development and Implementation of 

Regionalization in the New York Stale Register (and any amendments, 

modifications, related or readopted rules associated therewith) (collectively the 

"Rules"): 

WHEREAS, pursuant to a separate Board of Education resolution, the Board of 

Education retains a law firm as special counsel; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Education has determined that litigation against the New 

York State Education Department, the Commissioner of the New York State 

Education Department, the Board of Regents, the Chancellor of the Board of 

Regents and/or any other parties as identified by counsel (collectively, the 

"Targets") is necessary to seek to annul, modify, and/or amend the Rules: 

WHEREAS, the commencement of litigation is not an “action" as defined in 6 

N.Y.C.R.R. §6 I 7.2(b), and, therefore, no further SEQRA review is required. 

NOW, THEREFORE, 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Education hereby authorizes to commence 

litigation by complaint or Article 78 petition filed in a court of appropriate 

jurisdiction as determined by counsel against all or some of the Targets and other 



 

 

Targets identified by counsel to seek to annul the Rules, as well as for costs, 

attorneys fees, interest, associated declaratory relief, injunctive relief and such 

other relief, under any and all causes of action deemed appropriate by counsel. 

 

Motion by Steven Panzik 

Final Resolution: MOTION APPROVED 

YES: Marianna Bruno, Maria Pescatore, Nadia Giannopoulos, Steven Panzik, Ted 

Post 

 

3. Motion: To return to Regular Agenda 

 

Motion by Steven Panzik, Seconded Maria Pescatore 

Yes 

 

4. Gift to District 

 
The Board of Education of the Manhasset Union Free School District gratefully 

acknowledges and authorizes the administration to accept a gift of $2,250 to 
provide food and resources to students involved in the Middle School Bridge 

Program from the Plandome Woman's Club. 
 

Motion by Steven Panzik 

Final Resolution: MOTION APPROVED 

YES: Marianna Bruno, Maria Pescatore, Nadia Giannopoulos, Steven Panzik, Ted 

Post 

 

 

5.  Policy Review 

 

Adopted  

5300.20 Code of Conduct Essential Partners 

Moved to Second Reading  

4772R 

Graduation Requirements and Diploma 

Credential Options for Students with 

Disabilities 

5300.60 Student Search and Interrogations 

 

Motion by Steven Panzik 

Final Resolution: MOTION APPROVED 

YES: Marianna Bruno, Maria Pescatore, Nadia Giannopoulos, Steven Panzik, Ted 

Post 

  



 

 

No Modifications  

0115R  
 Student Harassment and Bullying 

Prevention and Intervention Regulation 

5030.1 Student Complaints and Grievances  

5030.1 R 
Student Complaints and Grievances 

Regulations 

 

Motion by Steven Panzik 

Final Resolution: MOTION APPROVED 

No: Marianna Bruno, Maria Pescatore, Nadia Giannopoulos, Steven Panzik, Ted Post 

 

6. Board Discussion and Committee Reports 

1. Audit Committee 
2. CAC Finance 
3. MAAC (Athletics) 
4. School Community Association (SCA) 
5. Tower Foundation 
6. PASE (Special Education) 

7. CASA 
8. Economic Opportunity Center (EOC) 

 
 

G. Personnel 

 

1. Resolution to Approve the Personnel Schedule - Amended 

 

BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED THAT, upon the recommendation of the 
Superintendent of Schools, the Board of Education of the Manhasset Union Free 

School District (“Board”) hereby approves the attached personnel schedule dated 
November 21, 2024, for Instructional and Non-instructional personnel in accordance 

with their appropriate collective bargaining and/or individual personnel agreements. 
 
Motion by Steven Panzik 

Final Resolution: MOTION APPROVED 
YES: Marianna Bruno, Maria Pescatore, Nadia Giannopoulos, Steven Panzik, Ted 

Post 

 

2. Resolution to Grant Tenure 
 

BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED THAT, the teacher listed below has successfully 
completed the probationary period. and supervisors have carefully evaluated the 

performance during the probationary period and recommend that the teacher be 
appointed tenure, on the date indicated, in the tenure area of Mathematics 7-12. 
 

Motion by Steven Panzik 



 

 

Final Resolution: MOTION APPROVED 
YES: Marianna Bruno, Maria Pescatore, Nadia Giannopoulos, Steven Panzik, Ted 

Post 
 

 

H. Consent Agenda 
 

1.  CSE/CPSE/Section 504 Minutes 
 

Resolution: Upon recommendation of the CSE/CPSE/Section 504 Chairperson, the 
Board of Education hereby approves recommended placements, services, supports, 

and/or accommodations as recommended in CSE/CPSE/Section 504 meetings held 
on the dates so indicated in the Committee Recommendations for Board of 
Education Review with Details, dated November 21, 2024. 

 
2. Approval of DOL/DOR Special Education Services Contracts 

 
Resolution: That the consent agenda be unanimously approved. 
The Manhasset Union Free School District Board of Education approves the following 

DOL/DOR Special Education Services Contracts for students residing in the 
Manhasset UFSD and receiving special education services in the 2023-2024 school 

year and the 2024-2025 school year from the school district in which the private 
school is located: (1) Agreement with the Herricks UFSD dated as of July 1, 2023 
and (2) Agreement with the Herricks UFSD dated as of July 1, 2024; and authorizes 

the Board President to execute said agreements. 
 

3. Approval of an Instructional Service Agreement 
 

Resolution: The Manhasset Union Free School District Board of Education 

authorizes the Board President to execute an Instructional Service Agreement with 
Atlas Search Health Solutions, LLC, in accordance with the IEP(s) of special 

education student(s) in the 2024-2025 school year. 
 

4. Ratification of Conference Requests 
 

Resolution: The Board of Education hereby ratifies the Conference Requests 

reviewed by the Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction and 
approved by the Superintendent and Assistant Superintendent for Business and 

Operations.  
 

5. Approval of Overnight Field Trips and Excursions 

 
BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED THAT, upon the recommendation of the 

Superintendent of Schools and pursuant to Board Policy 4531 (Field Trips and 
Excursions), the Board of Education of the Manhasset Union Free School District 
(“Board”) hereby approves the following overnight field trip(s): NYSTEA Student 

Conference, Callicoon, NY January 10-12, 20254 
 



 

 

6. Warrant and Wire Report for the Period Ended September 
2024 

 
Resolution: The Board of Education of the Manhasset Union Free School District 

approves the Warrant and Wire Reports for the period ending September 2024. 
 

7. Acceptance of Bid Rejection Recommendation from District 

Architect 2022 Bond Issue Phase 3 
 

Resolution: The Board of Education of the Manhasset School District hereby 
accepts District Architect John M Grillo's letter of recommendation to reject bids 
received by the District on November 14, 2024, for 2022 Bond Issue Related Capital 

Improvement Program Phase 3 SED No.: 28-04-06-03-0-004-060. 
 

8. Approval of Architects 2022 Bond Issue - Phase 3 
Recommendations 

 

Resolution: The Board of Education of the Manhasset School District hereby 

accepts District Architect John M Grillo's letter of recommendation to accept bids 

received by the District on November 14, 2024, for the 2022 Bond Issue - Phase 3 

SED No.: 28-04-06-03-0-004-060 

Contract No. 1: General Construction 

We recommend the work of Contract No. 1 be awarded to the lowest 

responsible bidder as follows: 

Irwin Contracting, Inc. 

671 Old Willets Path 

Hauppauge, NY 11788 

  

in the following amount: 

 

A. Base Bid:    $4,290,000.00    * 

  

* A lower bid was received from Preferred Construction Incorporated. 

However, they have notified our office that an error was made while 

preparing their bid packet, and they have requested to withdraw their bid.  

  

Contract No. 2: Plumbing Reconstruction 

We recommend the work of Contract No. 2 be awarded to the lowest 

responsible bidder as follows: 

  

Seaford Avenue Corp. 

25 Brooklyn Avenue 

Massapequa, NY 11758 

 

  



 

 

in the following amount: 

  

A. Base Bid:    $203,100.00 

 

Contract No. 3: HVAC Reconstruction 

  

We recommend the Board of Education reject all bids received for the work of 

Contract No. 3, this work scope be revised and rebid in the near future. 

  

Contract No. 4: Electrical Reconstruction 

We recommend the work of Contract No. 4 be awarded to the lowest 

responsible bidder as follows: 

  

Eldor Contracting Corp. 

30 Corporate Drive 

Holtsville, NY 11742 

 

in the following amount: 

 

A. Base Bid:    $3,633,000.00 

  

Auditorium Seating (DPO): 

Based off the OMNIA Contract No. IR191805, we recommend the Board of 

Education award the Auditorium Seating as follows: 

  

McHugh Furnishings, LLC 

125 Laser Court 

Hauppauge, NY 11787 

 

in the following amount: 

  

A. Auditorium Seating:    $370,404.14 

  

RECAP:     

    Contract No. 1 - General Construction:         $4,290,000.00 

    Contract No. 2 - Plumbing Reconstruction:    $  203,000.00 

    Contract No. 4 - Electrical Reconstruction:    $3,633,000.00 

    Auditorium Seating (DPO):                          $  370,404.14 

    Total All Recommended Awards:                  $8,496,404.14 

 
9. Motion to Approve Consent Agenda 

 

That the consent agenda be unanimously approved. 

 

Motion by Steven Panzik 



 

 

Final Resolution: MOTION APPROVED 

YES: Marianna Bruno, Maria Pescatore, Nadia Giannopoulos, Steven Panzik, Ted 

Post 

 

 

I. Upcoming Items of Interest 

 
DATE DAY MEETING ANTICIPATED PRESENTATION- DISCUSSION LOCATION TIME 

December      

19 Thursday Board of 
Education 

Adopt Budget Calendar and 
Discuss Factors Influencing 2025-2026 Budget 

 

District 
Office 

7:00pm 

January      

16 Thursday Board of 
Education 

1- 2025-2026 Calander Adoption 
2- Shine and Maggie Awards 
3- Accelerated Program Discussion 

District 
Office 

7:00pm 

 

 

J. Open Time 

 

K. Adjourn 

 

The Board of Education hereby adjourns the public session at 10:12pm. 
 

Motion by Steven Panzik 

Final Resolution: MOTION APPROVED 
YES: Marianna Bruno, Maria Pescatore, Steven Panzik, Ted Post and Nadia 
Giannopoulos 

 
 

Respectfully submitted by, 
Nicole M. Rosenberg, District Clerk 

 


