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Upcoming Events

JANUARY 2025JANUARY 2025

Thornton Middle School Admin Team 

Dear Cougar Families,

As we welcome a new calendar year we
are thankful for our TMS community!
We hope you all are having a restful
Winter Break.  We cannot wait to start
2025 with your students.  

From exciting events to critical
reminders, make sure to read through
everything carefully to stay on top of
what’s coming up for our Cougar
community. 

Let’s make it a fantastic month together!

January 6th 
No School - Staff workday

January 14th 4:30-5:30pm
Family Feedback @ Parry’s Pizza

January 14th  12-8pm
Spirit Night:  Parry’s Pizza

January 20th 
No School - Holiday 

February 3rd 
No School - Staff Work Day

February 11th 4-8pm
Spirit Night:  Raising Canes 

February 12th 3-4pm
Coffee and Conversations

February 13th 4-4:30pm
School Accountability Meeting

February 17th-21st 
No School - Mid Winter Break

March 10th
No School - Staff workday

March 12th 3:00pm-4:00pm 
Coffee and Conversations 

March 28th 3:00pm-5:00pm
Spirit Night:  Kona Ice

March 31st -April 4th
No School - Spring Break
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December 23rd - January 3rd
Winter Break - No School

Monday January 6th 
Staff Work Day - No School!

Monday January 20th 
Holiday - No School
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SCHOOLSCHOOLSCHOOLACCOUNTABILITYACCOUNTABILITYACCOUNTABILITYCOMMITTEECOMMITTEECOMMITTEE
The School Accountability Committee (SAC) is an opportunity for parents

and community members to have a voice in the continuous school
improvement process. 

This team of volunteers meets with one or more teacher representatives
and the building principal or designee at least four times per year to
review school data, discuss the school improvement plan, provide

recommendations about spending priorities and promote parent and
community engagement. Members of the team learn about the important

work of the school and offer insight and feedback.

Still time to join this committee.  Please contact Ms. Murphy if you are
interested in more information!

Contact Sue Murphy for more information! 
Email -  mur017182@adams12.org

MEETING: February 13th
4:00 - 4:30pm

mailto:mur017182@adams12.org
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January 14th 4:30-5:30pm @ Parry’s Pizza
February 12th 3:00-4:00pm @ TMS
March 12th 3:00-4:00pm @ TMS

Come meet with Principal McCarthy
to learn about the school, ask

questions, and share concerns.
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TMS Dress Code

Thornton Middle School follows
the district student dress code.

Thornton Middle School shirts
will NOT be required. 

Policy updated 08/2022.

Kleenex and #2 Pencils

Thank you for your consideration of a
monthly donation to help with supplies for

our school!  We appreciate you!

*drop donation at Main office
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Contact
Information:

Attendance Line - 720-972-5198

Nancy Bender - Attendance Secretary 
720-972-5169 -

Nancy.L.Bender@adams12.org

If your student arrives more than five minutes late for school, please have
them stop at the Attendance Office to get a late pass. They should do this as
soon as they walk in the school building.The reason this is an important step

is to make sure that your student’s attendance is updated and corrected. 

Checking Your Student Out Early

We understand that there will be times you will need to
check out your student from school early. When doing

this you MUST come inside to the main office window to
sign them out.  You will need a picture ID and you must
be on the authorized pick-up list for the student you are

checking out in the Infinite Campus system.
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Spirit Night - Dine Out
TMS is excited to bring back monthly spirit night - dine out fundraisers for our school for the

24/25 school year.  Please join us and be on the look out for more details!

Tuesday January 14th 12-8pm
100 E. 120th Ave. - Parry’s Pizza

Tuesday February 11th  4-8pm
1611 E. 120th Ave. - Raising Canes

Friday March 28th  3-5pm
Thornton Middle - Kona Ice
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Reminder, Nutrition Services has moved to an
all-in-one platform! Families can apply for
benefits, view menus, make payments, set

purchase restrictions and much more at the
new SchoolCafe Family Hub!

Free Breakfast &
Lunch for ALL

Students

https://www.adams12.org/resources/nutrition


Th
or

nton Middle School

Established 1993

Middle School Sports!
As you know, middle school sports are back and growing every year. For the
2024-2025 school year we will be adding soccer, very exciting!

Please make sure you take a look at the middle school sports that will be
available next school year. As you make plans this summer please add a SPORTS
PHYSICAL to your list. All students must have a valid sports physical in order to
participate in any of the sports offered.

Cross Country (co-ed): August-October (6th, 7th. 8th grade)
Girls Soccer: August-October (7th and 8th Grade)
Boys Basketball: October-December (7th and 8th Grade)
Girls Volleyball: January-March (7th and 8th Grade)
Girls Basketball: March-May (7th and 8th Grade)
Boys Soccer: March-May (7th and 8th Grade)

Please get those sports physicals done!  We want our students to particpate!
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Cougar Clubs - 2024 - 2025

We are excited to have a number of great club and activity
options for our students. 

Students will have the opportunity to attend clubs of their
interest. Clubs will run after school..

Clubs day, place and Sponsor, will be listed on Thornton
Middle School website.

Please pick your student or students up on club days by 5:15.
There will also be a late bus for students to ride dropping them
off at three different stops in our attendance area. Information

will be given to students to inform you of their drop off
location.

Clubs & Activities - CLICK HERE

https://thorntonm.adams12.org/clubs-activities
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Apply Now for Free and Reduced Benefits
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School Hours
2024-2025 School Year

Middle School Hours 
Monday - Friday:  

8:40 a.m. to 3:50 p.m.

No more EARLY RELEASE DAYS
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https://www.jostens.com/apps/store/customer/1023270/Thornton-Middle-School/
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Thornton Middle School
Spirit Wear!

Show Your Cougar Pride!

Excited to share this
opportunity with our TMS

students and families. 

Please visit the link to check
out all of the great TMS Spirit

Wear available to our
community.  

Order online and have your
order shipped directly to your

home.  

Store Link:
https://1stplacespiritwear.com/schools/CO/Thornton/Thornton+Middle+School

https://1stplacespiritwear.com/schools/CO/Thornton/Thornton+Middle+School


Our Closet is available for you
and your family needs!

Jeans/Pants/Leggings/Socks/Shoes/Belts
Shirts/sweatshirts
Winter hats & gloves/Jackets
Canned goods/dry goods/snacks
Hygiene items/cleaning supplies 
School supplies

For more information or for an appointment contact Ms. Laura. 720-972-5176
laura.bowman@adams12.org
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Community Closet
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Title I - Parents Right to Know 
As a parent of a student at Thornton Middle School, you have the right to know the professional qualifications of the

classroom teacher who instructs your child. This is a requirement for all districts that receive Title I funds. Federal
law allows you to request certain information about your student’s classroom teacher. The law also requires the

district to give you this information in a timely manner upon request. Listed below is the information in which you
have the right to ask for information regarding each of your student’s classroom teachers. 

• Whether the Colorado Department of Education has licensed or endorsed your student’s teacher for the grades
and subjects taught. 

• Whether CDE has decided that your student’s teacher can teach in a classroom without being licensed or qualified
under state regulations because of special circumstances. 

• The teacher’s college major; whether the teacher has any advanced degrees, and, if so, the subject of the degrees. 
• Whether any teachers’ aides or similar paraeducators provide services to your child and, if they do, their

qualifications.
 

Please contact Adams 12 Human Resources Office at 720-972-4068 or HR-Human-Resources@adams12.org. if you
would like to receive any of this information.

Como padre de un estudiante en Thornton Middle School, usted tiene el derecho a saber las calificaciones
profesionales del maestro que enseña a su hijo. Este es un requisito para todos los distritos que reciben fondos de
Título I. La ley federal permite que usted pida algún tipo de información sobre el maestro de su hijo. La ley también

requiere que el distrito le proporcione esta información de manera oportuna si usted la solicita.
 

A continuación verá la información sobre sus derechos para indagar sobre cada uno de los maestros de su hijo. 
• Preguntar si el Departamento de Educación de Colorado ha otorgado una licencia o endorso al maestro de su hijo

para los grados y asignaturas enseñadas. 
• Preguntar si CDE (siglas en inglés para Departamento de Educación de Colorado) ha decidido que el maestro de su

hijo pude enseñar sin tener licencia o calificación bajo las regulaciones del estado debido a circunstancias
especiales. 

• Preguntar cuál es la licenciatura/estudios universitarios del maestro; si el maestro tiene estudios avanzados y, si es
así, el tipo de licenciatura. 

• Preguntar si asistentes de maestros o paraeducadores similares proveen servicios para su hijo y, si es así, cuáles
son sus calificaciones.

Si usted desea recibir alguna de esta información, por favor, comuníquese a la oficina de Recursos Humanos de
Adams 12 llamando al 720-972-4068 o escribiendo a HR-Human-Resources@adams12.org.

mailto:HR-Human-Resources@adams12.org
mailto:HR-Human-Resources@adams12.org
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District/State 24 - 25 Testing
Information at TMS
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Testing Information

MAP testing is a computer adaptive test ALL TMS students will take 3 times this year (fall, winter,
and spring). This is a district required interim test that students in grades 1 - 9 complete to track

growth on reading and mathematics skills.

Resources for families:
Family Toolkit: https://www.nwea.org/family-toolkit/ 

MAP Commonly Asked Questions https://www.nwea.org/the-map-suite/common-questions-
families/ 

CMAS testing is a state required test that is administered in the spring testing students’ grade
level knowledge on the standards. ALL students take the English Language Arts and

Mathematics. 8th grade students also take the Science test. 

Resources for families:
Adams 12 Five Star Schools information:

https://www.adams12.org/academics/assessments/state-assessments/cmas 
Colorado Department of Education (CDE) website:

https://www.cde.state.co.us/communications/factsheetsandfaqs-assessment#factsheets
http://www.cde.state.co.us/assessment/generalinfo-parents 

ACCESS testing is a series of English language proficiency assessments that is administered
annually to monitor progress in listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Only students who are

monitored for ELD services are tested for ACCESS. 

Resources for families: 
ACCESS for ELLs information: https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/access 

GT screener is given to all 6th grade students. Some 7th and 8th grade students may also get
screened at a different time depending on if they were screened in 6th grade.  

https://www.nwea.org/family-toolkit/
https://www.nwea.org/the-map-suite/common-questions-families/
https://www.nwea.org/the-map-suite/common-questions-families/
https://www.adams12.org/academics/assessments/state-assessments/cmas
https://www.cde.state.co.us/communications/factsheetsandfaqs-assessment#factsheets
http://www.cde.state.co.us/assessment/generalinfo-parents
https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/access
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Testing Information For Parents/Students
Day of testing: 
Encourage your student to have a goodnight sleep the night before.  
Encourage your student to have breakfast on the days of testing, whether it is at home, or getting free breakfast in the TMS
cafeteria!
Remind students to bring their charged chromebook AND charger the days of testing.
Encourage your student to do the best they can that day and to be mindful of the other students taking the test so that they
can also do the best they can. TRY on every question. We want to know what you know of the standards. It’s okay if you are
unsure, the best thing you can do in any situation is try.

Why do these scores matter?
CMAS and MAP scores are used as a data point for placement into high school programs such as advanced classes, remedial
courses, as well entry into tech programs (Future Forward and Bollman)
The state uses CMAS scores to rate schools and for funding purposes.
MAP scores are used for teacher evaluations.
ACCESS scores can help students test out of ELD courses.

What supports are in place at TMS to support students with CMAS?
Teachers are teaching and assessing the standards set out by the state of Colorado in classes daily. These are the standards
that are assessed on CMAS.
Students take fall, winter, and spring MAP in reading and Math. These tests support students in experiencing a testing
environment. This also provides standardized data to teachers to help support student learning.  

How can families support their student(s) in CMAS and MAP scores and their education in general?
Encourage students to complete all assignments and learning activities in all their classes, especially making sure that students
make up all assessment opportunities.
Be involved in the student’s academics. Ask questions about what students are learning and ask to see work sent home. Log into
Infinite Campus and ask about scores.
Remind students of your expectations for their learning and to follow school expectations so that all students are able to learn
and grow.
Reach out to teachers and the school with any questions around your student’s education. We are all here to partner to support
students in learning and growing.
Remind students to bring a charged chromebook to school EVERY DAY.
Reading at home makes a BIG difference in students' learning!

More questions about District/State testing? Contact:
  
Elizabeth Tubac
Instructional Coach
State Assessment Coordinator
Email: tub025693@adams12.org 
or leave a message with a call back number at (720) 972 - 5182
**Email will get a quicker response**

mailto:tub025693@adams12.org


Th
or

nton Middle School

Established 1993



Th
or

nton Middle School

Established 1993



Th
or

nton Middle School

Established 1993

Stay Connected 
Thornton Middle School

TMS Website 
TMS Facebook
TMS Instagram

https://thorntonm.adams12.org/
https://thorntonm.adams12.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ThorntonMiddleSchool/
https://www.instagram.com/thorntonmiddleschoolco/
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Connect Today
Campus Parent can be accessed on the web (login information is received from your district), using the Campus Parent
mobile app.

Link #1 Adams 12 Parent Portal Signup to create Infinite Account
Link #2 Access Infinite Campus and change Password
Link #3 Infinite Campus Video how to access IC for Parents, Grades, Attendance, etc

Did you know that Parent Engagement has a
direct correlation to student success?

Infinite Campus - Parent Portal

Students with engaged parents are more likely to have higher self-esteem,
lower absenteeism and earn high grades or test scores. So what are you
waiting for? Log into Campus Parent and get engaged today!

PARENT FAVORITES:
Accessing student grades
Give that praise and encouragement for that A or B they studied hard for!
Review attendance and absences
Get real-time notifications if your student is absent
Seeing assignments due or upcoming exams

https://webfarm.adams12.org/PortalRegistration/default.aspx
https://ic.adams12.org/campus/portal/adams12.jsp
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rlXfBZr41Of1VX50dRx4cCqFn06UizmI/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rlXfBZr41Of1VX50dRx4cCqFn06UizmI/view
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The Office of Behavioral Health has launched IMatter, a program to provide up to three free counseling sessions for Colorado youth,
as a part of House Bill 21-1258(more information below). Parents can sign up and get resources and therapy sessions for their child.
Youth, ages 12-18, can sign up for mental health sessions. Check out this article from Chalkbeat for more information. You can
order I Matter materials free of charge through this form. 

The Colorado Office of Behavioral Health and its partners have launched IMatter, a program that provides up to three free counseling
sessions for Colorado youth. 

Get Connected 
Youth and their parents can visit the I Matter platform to take a confidential online survey about their mental health and schedule
sessions with a licensed behavioral health clinician, primarily online over telehealth. All Colorado youth ages 18 or younger—or 21
and younger if receiving special education services—are eligible to receive free services.

Contact Information
For general inquiries about the program, contact elizabeth.owens@state.co.us.
To inquire about being a provider within the program, contact providers@imattercolorado.org.
To receive help with the website or support in scheduling a session, email support@imattercolorado.org.

Free Counseling Sessions for Youth 

Free/Reduced Benefits
Apply now for meal benefits for the 2023/2024 school year. We are asking all families to apply to support

potential funding or benefits that go beyond meals. Remember all families must reapply every year. 

Apply today at www.adams12.org/myschoolapps. Please be sure to submit an application. Your household’s
free and reduced-price lunch program (school meals) application can help your family access discounted

internet and phone costs and secure additional funds for your school. If your household qualifies for school
meals, you might also qualify for P-EBT.

https://imattercolorado.org/
https://co.chalkbeat.org/2021/10/27/22749878/colorado-free-mental-health-therapy-session-teens-youth-i-matter
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdLG0Pr67rvbhWc3TTQeCZzdNO-40JMCQTWWCTL9iJimgkWhg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdLG0Pr67rvbhWc3TTQeCZzdNO-40JMCQTWWCTL9iJimgkWhg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdLG0Pr67rvbhWc3TTQeCZzdNO-40JMCQTWWCTL9iJimgkWhg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdLG0Pr67rvbhWc3TTQeCZzdNO-40JMCQTWWCTL9iJimgkWhg/viewform
http://www.adams12.org/myschoolapps

