Ellicott PTO Meeting Agenda
Thursday, October 13, 2022

Welcome and Introductions

President’s Report  Jennifer Duff, Jennifer Coppola

e Picture Day went well yesterday, and we had successful fall social
e We wanted to say thank you to the teacher’s union who pay for every teacher to be members of
the PTO

Principal’s Report Mrs Nigro

e The start of the year has been awesome!

e Picture day was yesterday and went well

e Thank you for fall festival and book fair. It went great and Mr Silver is awesome
e Thanks for the Ellicott T-shirts

e Maybe next year we can do something more specific with T shirt sizes?

e We are looking forward to Halloween

e Halloween instructions will be sent home soon

e Kindergarten will do a Halloween Parade

OP Family Solutions Center Ann Linder

e This is a fantastic outlet for families

e This center Just opened in September

e |tis housed at Orchard Park Community Center on California Rd

e Thisis a free service

e This service is not for things like addiction, eating disorders, or psychiatric disorders

e This service could help with things like a death in the family or change in family structure

e The service is done through referrals

e Families can reach out to a school counselor and social worker or call the number 716-209-8181
and request an appointment

e The OP Family Solutions Center is trying to partner and empower families to get the support
they need

e Discussed possible virtual backpack flyer

Treasurer’s Report  Erin Craumer

e The Walk for Ellicott was a big success
e Please send in receipts for anything purchased for PTO events
e New playground equipment was purchased



Teacher’s Report Mrs Silver & Mrs Clader

Given by Mrs Silver

PTO Teacher’s Report

Oct. 13, 2022

Kindergarten: Thank you for organizing the Walk for Ellicott and the Fall Social! Our students LOVED
both of these events! Our first Mr. Morton visit was a ball! They enjoyed getting to pet a duck. Officer
Mazur will be visiting the Kindergarten classes to share a story about Lockdown drills and to go over the
procedure of what to do in this event. We have been busy settling into our classroom routines and
procedures throughout the school day. We have learned about letters/sounds, being a reader, a writer,
and a math mathematician. Lastly, we have also focused on learning about fall, fire safety, and we will
be starting our first science unit titled “How can we change an object’s motion?” Thank you for your
support and we are looking forward to a great school year!

First Grade-We would like to thank the PTO for the Ellicott T-shirts, the Walk for Ellicott, the Fall Social,
and the Book Fair! We have enjoyed all these special activities and perks! We have been working on
building good reading habits in readers’ workshop. We have been writing small moment stories in
writers’ workshop. In math, we have been working on building number sense, and addition and
subtraction story problems. We are looking forward to learning about fire safety and having our
Halloween parties! Officer Mazur shared a lockdown story with us and reviewed lockdown directions.

Second graders are growing like beanstalks in reading. Readers are learning how to jot important
information, summarize, and build their reading stamina. In writing, students are working on small
moment writing pieces, as well as being "Phonics Professors" by always looking out for different
patterns. In math, we have been busy mathematicians learning about time, money, and

efficiently solving number strings. We started our Changes Unit in Science. Students are experimenting
with solids and liquids. In Social Studies, students have been learning about what it means to be an
active citizen and learning about important symbols of our country.

Thank you to the PTO for our awesome Ellicott shirts. We had so much fun at the Walk for Ellicott!

Fourth Grade is off to a wonderful start. In math, we have focused on representing addition in multiple
ways, with strategies that use place value knowledge. We are now onto subtraction strategies with the
same focus. In reading, we are enjoying our class read-aloud, The Tiger Rising. Students are focusing on

reading fiction stories and growing deep ideas around characters (traits, motivations, and change), the
importance of the setting, and envisioning. Students have begun a unit on realistic fiction writing. They
will write a story around something they experienced that had a strong feeling. Their character will face
a problem and work to solve it. In social studies we started our mapping unit, focusing on map features,
geography, and NYS. We look forward to the delivery of our first science unit kit!



Fifth Grade- The fifth graders are settling into the new school year. The kids had a great time at the
Walk for Ellicott and are very appreciative of having a book fair to shop for books. We love our "Class of
2030" shirts! The DARE program has started and we look forward to learning more about how to handle
bullying situations and peer pressure.

Art - During our first few weeks of school Ellicott artists have been creating artwork for the PTO's
SquarelArt fundraiser. We have had a lot of absences so far this year, but | am still hoping for 100%
participation.

Music - Music lessons are off to a great start! The Ellicott Fifth Grade Advanced Band is combining with
our Eggert Fifth Grade Advanced Band friends and sound fantastic!

STEM:

e Used Keva blocks to create towers as we learned
how to be a good partner. We will be doing a lot of
group work this year.

e Reviewed/discovered science concepts and how to
describe objects using their properties.

e Created name tags using various objects to create
the letters.

e Created Infinity Tiles and worked on using strategy
to play a game with them.

e The students seem to be loving getting to know the
procedures and tools of the STEM lab! It should be a
great year!!

Two Ideas for the Courtyard came up:

1) Ms. Ebling said she’d be willing to add painted rocks to the courtyard in spring if that's
something everyone would like, too.

2) Mrs. Senn - mentioned to Mrs. Nigro, that maybe that space could be turned into a play area for
pre-k.

Parent Volunteer Coordinator’s Report Tiffany Hsu

e Katherine Kelly reports that she needs a room mom
e Tiffany reports there is a room mom, and she will inform her
e The room parent will send the sign-up link for parent volunteer library sign up



Committees:

Membership/Membership Toolkit  Amy Wierer, Tiffany Hsu

T Shirts Gemma Wilkinson

e Shirt distribution went well

o Next year the hope is to plan further in advance

e 872 shirts were ordered, and we needed a few extras as well as teacher shirts

e The budget went over by $400 which will need to be budgeted different next year
e  QOur school keeps growing!

Communications Tara Manteghi

e It was brought to the attention that minutes were perhaps not getting posted and to make sure
going forward that they did

SquarelArt  Julie Cutolo, Anne-Marie Asci

e Mrs Ebling is working on this
e Ordering will be virtual, and deliveries will come to your house this year
e Order forms should be coming within the next month

Science Fair (3/23/23) Jill Szczesek, Jen Rufo

e Jill reports she was able to get the Science Fair folder

e There is a committee of about 7

e Jill will make sure everyone are PTO members

e The plan is to meet next week

e |t was mentioned that typically first grade does animal research projects that are presented by
them to their families 1 hour before science night starts

Spring Book Fair Days will be Tuesday/Wednesday June 6-7, 2023

Wrap-Up Reports:

Walk for Ellicott (9/30) Tara Womble, Liane Roy

e Walk great good weather

e Color requests for bracelets next year are red, white, and blue

e Bracelets were ordered from Oriental Trading because it was cheaper than Amazon
e Top classes will get popsicles and top earners will get a Pizza lunch with Mrs Nigro



Fall Social (10/6) Krissy Crawford, Amy Mumbach

e We had 564 servings

o Allergy friendly Katz brand doughnuts were included and got good reviews

e The Fall social was a lot of fun

e |t was discussed that maybe next year the end time could be cut back to 7 because by 7 it was
dark

e The extra cider and doughnuts were given to the staff the next day

e We were below budget and made money on which was kind of a surprise

Fall Book Fair (10/6 & 10/7) Jackie Westlund, Mandy Gotham

e The Fall Book Fair was once again enjoyed by all, and we thank Mr Silver for all his help with
this

Representatives:
BET Update Kathy Bielecki, Kelly Parker

e Pick up and drop off procedures were discussed
e The change from front to side of building will continue as parking tags

Board of Education Update = Amy Mumbach

e Board of education meetings are the 2" Tuesday every month

Miscellaneous

Climate Survey results for 4" and 5" grade parents, staff and teachers have been briefly looked at but
not in depth

Central Council Meeting

o Athought exchange will be coming up

e The community is being encouraged to fill it out

e This will include discussion on diversity equity and inclusion

o They will be looking at how all students and staff ethnicity and race is inclusive and how to make
it better for students and families

Upcoming PTO Meetings

November 10 @ 930 AM
January 12 @ 6:30 PM






