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PRINCIPAL’S PERSPECTIVE

It’s a time of the year for reflection. And as I reflect on
all of the challenges and successes thus far this year at
Farber, I am inspired by all of our students, teachers
and staff that are working hard everyday to make this a
unique and special place. Everyday, I speak with staff
members who are going above and beyond to make
students’ lives more successful and meaningful. I also
speak to students daily who tell me that they are
having a better school experience here at Farber.

There is no doubt that we have a lot of work to do and
that we are really just getting started. But as you will read below, we have
really powerful things happening here at Farber and many of our staff and
students are rising to the challenge of Diploma +. Naturally, we spend a great
deal of energy and focus on getting students over the finish line. But we need
to also use that same energy and focus on getting our students ready for life
after high school. Thank you so much Farber staff for making a dream come
alive and for continuing to keep our students inspired. Have a great holiday
and an even better 2025.



KUDOS

Congratulations to CTE Logistics Instructor Jonathan
Hinojosa for being one of the Top 10 Finalists for the
Fresno Unified School District's "Excellence in
Education 2025" Awards.

Jonathan was selected for being instrumental in
developing a new and unique CTE Program for the
district, as well as his strong student relationships,
collaborations with community and industry partners
and for his servant heart/mindset.

Jonathan was nominated by three different staff members for the
aforementioned reasons. He will be formally recognized on February 6, 2025,
at the "Excellence in Education 2025" Awards at the Saroyan Theatre. Please
help us congratulate Jonathan and celebrate this honor with him. Jonathan,
we are very proud of you.

Congratulations to Farber Credit
Attainment Science Teacher
Jadrian Ejercito for being featured in
the Faces of Fresno Unified. Also,
check out his Video Interview as
well. Jadrian was featured for all of his
great work with Hydroponics,
technology integration and making
science relevant / applicable.
Also, see a recent Fresno Bee Article
that featured Jadrian as well.
Congrats to Jadrian once again.

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fviewer.joomag.com%2Ffaces-of-fresno-unified-fall-edition-issue-8%2F0220429001730493902%2Fp18%3Fshort%3D&data=05%7C02%7CMichael.Niehoff%40fresnounified.org%7Ce4cb72f0d61d49e83dc908dcfd0f1cbd%7C74c9008303c6453a801c9251cdd17eb8%7C0%7C0%7C638663488575456509%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=U%2B2u911Y733H3ssnj6A5he7AAOTiZ1FJ%2B%2F28GpukToY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvimeo.com%2F1025542612%3Fshare%3Dcopy&data=05%7C02%7CMichael.Niehoff%40fresnounified.org%7Ce4cb72f0d61d49e83dc908dcfd0f1cbd%7C74c9008303c6453a801c9251cdd17eb8%7C0%7C0%7C638663488575484837%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PdQwi5H%2BUrdJ7%2FDrYhEOdoExqLIxPvS9SMJhGEYppa8%3D&reserved=0
https://www.fresnobee.com/news/local/article293280199.html


We are inviting all teachers and staff to get
connected to SHIFT. Learn more about SHIFT here.
There are many ways for all of us to connect to
Sustainability, Humanity, Innovation, Food and
Technology. For example, our real world problems
and challenges we address in projects can almost
certainly connect in some way. But in addition to

projects, these could be good research topics, writing projects, presentation
topics and more. Or maybe it’s about using it for service work with a club.
Maybe you can start a new event or activity that incorporates the themes and
mission here.

What does SHIFT look like in a classroom? Think Credit Recovery Science
Teacher Jadrian Ejercito and his work in Biology and Zoology. One, he has
students learning about hydroponics and even working towards designing
their own hydroponic systems. Hydroponics directly connects to SHIFT.
Studying this allows students to learn more about sustainability, innovation,
food and technology. Credit Attainment English Teacher Dr. Della Caver
had her students study Social Isolation and worked with two senior living
facilities in Fresno to do so. Students spend time with seniors and then work
on presentations about how to address social isolation. They presented to
community partners. This addresses Humanity in SHIFT. Another example
would be Farber Science Teachers - David D’Morias (Independent Studies)
and Roxanne Murietta (Online) - who are participating in Kids Making
Sense. In collaboration with Sonoma Technology and Tree Fresno, this
program offers a hands-on program that educators can use to teach students
how to measure and monitor air quality and weather, to interpret the data
they collect, and to take action to reduce their exposure to air pollution in
their schools and communities. This can easily connect to the sustainability,
innovation and technology in SHIFT.

It would be ideal if all teachers worked to connect to SHIFT in some
capacity. Maybe it’s a writing or research assignment based on the five
elements of SHIFT. Maybe it’s a reading assignment and reflection based on
the five elements of SHIFT. We have the capacity to make SHIFT come alive if
we all find a collective way to connect to it.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lXgPlBWv5KUXcNgPNch6YZtdxKXoXFvl-7yzrjHBRYQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://kidsmakingsense.org/
https://kidsmakingsense.org/
http://sonomatech.com
https://treefresno.org/


Civic Engagement is a core foundation for
the Farber Educational Campus. Ideally, all
students should have access to civic
engagement projects. Indeed, many teachers
are involved in work that does connect to
civic engagement. One, we have a cohort
that is working with the Civic Education

Center on civic engagement projects. But there are teachers also pursuing
this work on their own or outside the Civic Ed. Center.

What are some of the teachers working on when collaborating with the
Civic Ed. Center? First, they are introducing the students to theWhy of Civic
Engagementwhere they spend time in lessons, activities and discussions
about democracy, our social contract, civic intelligence and more. Then, they
are moving to project brainstorming and ultimately projects.
What are some of the projects that are already underway?

Some great examples are from Online English Teacher Jessica
Herrera. Her 10th Graders just originated and finalized their topics. They are:

● Period 1: Lack of Affordable Housing in the Central Valley
● Period 3: Domestic Violence in the Central Valley
● Period 5: Crime in the Central Valley

Her 11th Grade English students have complete proposals for the civic
engagement project using persuasive speeches. They created their
persuasive speeches through research and feedback provided through the
Speaker Progress App inMicrosoft Teamswhich provides students with
their top strengths, opportunities to improve, delivery and audience. Based on
this feedback, students can re-record.

https://www.civicedcenter.org/
https://www.civicedcenter.org/


They have now chosen their topic and already conducted initial research. They
are working onMental Health / Trauma in Young Adults / Youth in the
Central Valley. They have begun looking for community partners as well.

Ms. Herrera’s 9th

graders selected
their topics recently
as well and have
already conducted
their initial research
on their topic of
Racism in the
Central Valley. They
too have also started
the work with
community partners
Herrera asked
students to do some
research on an issue and then write a proposal using whatever digital
platform or application of their choice. It was up to the students to decide
what was the best way to clearly and convincingly present their respective
issue. Students then had to collectively share their work for some class voting
through using Padlet as a Gallery Walk. Check out the Student Work Gallery
Walk Padlet here.

Online English Teacher Cyndi Mello recently used Padlet to have her students
begin to narrow down their topic and project choices. Check out the student
work Here. Other teachers have students that have chosen topics and
projects as Developing a Farber Student Bill of Rights or addressing Food
Insecurity and Food Deserts. By the way, all of this Civic Engagement work
connects to the elements of SHIFT in so many ways.

https://elearnacademy.padlet.org/jessicajamero1/p-6-proposing-a-civic-issue-3bvw41ykbbxopmrb
https://elearnacademy.padlet.org/jessicajamero1/p-6-proposing-a-civic-issue-3bvw41ykbbxopmrb
https://elearnacademy.padlet.org/cyndimello1/pick-an-issue-in-our-community-zppy032t4k13fcln


Independent Studies Science Teacher Jennifer Gross took her students to
Scout Island on the San Joaquin River recently in order for them to continue
brainstorming on final science-related civic engagement projects. They were
searching for inspiration and found it in the form of a variety of topics
including, but not limited to conservation of owls and building owl boxes,
attracting and retaining pollinators, invasive vs native plants and their
effects on the environment, and local water quality.

Adriana Alcocer’s Independent Studies
Women’s Alliance students have embarked on
ambitious civic engagement work. They are
being supported by Civic Ed. Center Coach
Tammy Eggert - who is supporting other civic
engagement work with teachers and students
at Farber and beyond. The Women’s Alliance
students have decided to focus their
investigation on How Gang Violence Affects
Young People. They have started research and
are hoping to develop targeted strategies to

share with local elementary age students as part of a mentoring program
taught by the Alliance students.



HIGH QUALITY DEEPER LEARNING

SCIENCE
As one might expect,
Independent Studies Science
Teacher Jennifer Gross has
been doing amazing things
with her students. Her
Zoology students had fun
observing and dissecting a
grasshopper. The challenge
was correctly identifying
structures and labeling them
with pins. Even more
challenging was comparing

grasshoppers to crayfish. This was a great introduction to the type of animals
students encountered on their recent trip to Scout Island.

The Scout Island Tip focused onmacroinvertebrates (water creepy crawlies)
as biological indicators of river water quality, as students determine the health
of the San Joaquin River. Students got a chance to identify and classify all
freshly collected animals.

Biology students just learned about the
importance of DNA and protein
synthesis. Using hands-on
manipulatives, students modeled the
process of replication, transcription and
translation, as well as located
mutations on the strands.



Online Science Teacher Dexter Yang has been working very hard with his
students this second quarter. Recently, they worked on chemical bonds. They
did a beanium lab investigation in the recent unit. It was a lab investigation
where students got to experience how scientists took samples of elements
called isotopes and solved them for their average mass. Students were able
to create their own element periodic table square and solve for their average
atomic mass for the new "Beanium" element.

Students in Online Middle School Science Kyle Van Loon’s classes have
been learning about the dynamic nature of the Earth’s surface and recently
did a lab using crackers to simulate plate tectonics. The physics students
have just finished learning about basic forces and force analysis; this
culminated in a project in which students designed a simple machine or
device to accomplish a simple task such as pushing a button or opening a
door. Students then had to perform force analysis on said device. The physics
students also recently engaged in an “Egg Drop” Projectwhere they will
build and design a structure that will minimize the force applied to an egg
that has been dropped by extending the impact time. This can be analyzed
through the Impulse-momentum theorem and has real world application in
impact safety engineering (usually in automotives.)

Two Farber Science Teachers - David D’Morias (Independent Studies) and
Roxanne Murietta (Online) - are participating in Kids Making Sense. In
collaboration with Sonoma Technology and Tree Fresno, this program offers
a hands-on program that educators can use to teach students how to
measure and monitor air quality and weather, to interpret the data they
collect, and to take action to reduce their exposure to air pollution in their
schools and communities. Teachers are provided with a comprehensive
science curriculum to passionate STEM and NGSS champions that empowers
youth to create innovative solutions to solve air quality problems. As part of
this program, teachers received free training on how to use the kits as well as
support as you implement lessons in their classrooms. Additionally, students
have the option to interact with an air quality scientist via Zoom or Google
Meet. This unique feature allows them to interact with a scientist, get help
with their project, or simply ask career or science questions! This work is
made possible from a grant from the California Air Resources Board.

https://kidsmakingsense.org/
http://sonomatech.com
https://treefresno.org/
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/


Speaking of Roxann Murietta, Farber Instructional Coach Tony Fiori got to
see how Roxann recently used Padlet As A Virtual Gallery Walk. This has lots
of great pedagogy and connections to deeper learning. These include student
voice, collaboration, going public with one’s work and more. What a great use
of technology. Great job Roxann! Also, thanks for noticing and sharing Tony.

Credit Attainment Science Teacher Jadrian Ejercito has been doing some
very innovative, creative and engaging teaching and learning with his Biology
and Zoology students. The Biology students have been busy conducting
non-stop experiments, lab work and projects. These include:

● Students took some time reorganizing our hydroponic systems to
prepare mature plants for transplantation into our soon-to-arrive Fork
Farms hydroponic units.

● Students also used basic chemistry to explore the reactions of
photosynthesis using live plants, cellular respiration via exercise, and
fermentation by making some dough.

● Students are now exploring the microscopic world and have begun
growing microbial cultures, sampled from teachers, students, and
locations around campus. They also took samples of our own cells (from
our cheeks) to look at the basic structure of animal cells. Finally, they
will finish our microbiology unit by collecting and investigating samples

from our very own Farber Parking Lot Pond.

● Students took a brief break to collect
and discuss our findings while munching on
some lab-made smores (in a clean and
sanitized environment!).

● They concluded the semester with the
classic frog dissection and neuroscience
units where students got a chance to
visualize their brain activity and use science

to "control" their classmates.
Zoology students were also busy as they spent the first half of the quarter
creating their animal documentaries. Students became experts on one

https://padlet.com/roxannmurrieta/gallery-walk-presentations-nzjxlg1v23qra4ko


specific animals, conducted research, wrote scripts, and created their own
props to make their documentaries come alive. Our talented and creative
students prepared some amazing props and footage using the 3D printers,
3D pens, and a drone. The hope is to set up a small gallery showcasing the
students' animal models, props, and final documentaries soon. Please keep
an eye out! Indeed, check out this YouTube Channel from Zoology Students.

They also began using the Visible Body Suite to learn about some basic
animal anatomy/physiology using their detailed 3Dmodels. As the quarter
ends, they conducted dissections on some amazing animal specimens
including starfish, sharks and snakes!

Mr. Ejercito continues to develop the
Hydroponics Programwith his students.
Indeed, students are beginning to design
and build their hydroponic systems. Earlier
this semester, Farber was
notified that Fresno Unified

received the California Farm to School Incubator Grant. In
January, Farber will receive two Fork Farms to start. They’re
portable and only require a standard electrical outlet and
less than 10 square feet of space. Check out a recent article
in the Fresno Bee Featuring Mr. Ejercito and Farber.

Credit Attainment Science Teacher Chris Valles has been
collaborating with Mr. Ejercito on labs and where they have been co-teaching
dissections. They have been successfully implementing 3D software and
using the Promethean Board. Mr. Valles said students have been a lot more
engaged in the labs and dissections because of this. He said that this has
made Zoology class a lot more successful this 2nd quarter. They are now
looking at adding this dimension to Chemistry classes as well.

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLWAIi6PHfhhbuTiN9uLNivQcibtBa7zLz
https://www.visiblebody.com/
https://www.forkfarms.com/
https://www.fresnobee.com/news/local/article293280199.html


ENGLISH

Dr. Della Caver launched a project this quarter in her
Dual Enrollment Senior English Class. She challenged
students to investigate the issue of Social Isolation. Dr.
Caver and her students partnered with two senior living
facilities - The Vineyards California Armenian Home
and Vintage Gardens Assisted Living Residence.

The Students combatted social isolation through weekly
visits to these two facilities where they interacted with
residents through interviews, social games, lunch dates,

story sharing, art activities and more. Students were expected to compile a
digital scrapbook and a hardcopy to share with the seniors at the end of the
quarter. Students also shared their experiences and connections they made
with their seniors combating social isolation. The final presentations were to
representatives from Toastmasters International Youth Leadership District
33, as well as to representatives from the Fresno County Department of
Social Service Mental Health Department. Students can earn a Public
Speaking Certificate from Toastmasters and their California State Seal of
Civic Engagement. Students did research, wrote interview questions,
designed and implemented activities, wrote thank you cards, created
powerpoint presentations, shared their work publicly, wrote reflections on
their learning experiences and much more. This is high quality deeper
learning, project-based learning and civic engagement. It’s more Seniors
Helping Seniors. Incidentally, all of the dual enrolled students successfully
completed the college course and will receive their college credits. See photo
gallery Here.

Also, Dr. Caver also did a powerful poetry project on Juvenile Injustice. Check
out the student work at this Digital Flipbook Gallery. Great job Dr. Caver!

https://lifeatthevineyards.org/
https://vintagegardens.org/
https://d33tm.org/
https://d33tm.org/
https://www.fresnocountyca.gov/Departments/Social-Services
https://www.fresnocountyca.gov/Departments/Social-Services
https://www.civicseal.org/
https://www.civicseal.org/
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/lcr7h165ioju9r9nthl8z/AP6gDKRrryfgPZx5LXhMwV8?rlkey=371lq2q5god9pyxgkba1qn8al&e=1&st=ahui4q6x&dl=0
https://online.fliphtml5.com/rgmky/gspx/


Online English Teacher Cyndi Mello has been working hard with her Seniors
in ERWC. Students worked on finding Kairos (timeless / opportune moment)
from current news events and media. They are expected to be able to
articulate how timing plays a crucial role in the message’s effectiveness. See
the student work here on this Class Padlet (Password is 1234). What a great
example of so many 21st century skills. This involves media and information
literacy along with the Four C’s of critical thinking, collaboration, creativity
and communication.

Credit Attainment Teacher Ryan Williams had his students assess their
cultural experiences in the form of a narrative. Students learned narrative
writing elements such as Anaphora, Memoir, Dialogue, Narrative Pacing,
Persona and Plot Diagram. Mr. Williams used a Narrative Writing Rubric
and focused students on proficiency. Students examined narratives in
multiple genres and explored a variety of cultural perspectives. Ultimately,
students selected the genre they believed was most appropriate to convey a
real or fictional experience that included one or more cultural elements..

Online English Teacher Barbra Estrada and her students finished reading
“The Giver” and students completed a storyboard project showcasing major
events from the book. See some student work samples here:

Final The Giver Project #1 / Final The Giver Project #2 / Final The Giver Project #3

Online English Teacher Jessica Hererra’s 9th and 10th grade students are in
the process of conducting historical context research for their respective
novels. Check out the student work in Padlet Here. This is what the 9th
graders have so far for their research of the historical context of the novel To
Kill a Mockingbird.

https://elearnacademy.padlet.org/cyndimello1/kairos-in-current-events-admpnsuh0hiwjwux
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1V6z8Vy976ocrkMmcxh8GfGRTMlaQ73sq/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1n-K8EQFfldGGBldkd6M9ohnNuld9wByDeDfcXt4TLhU/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vEgwFuPsjqalyoW43ixxr1jXyxNHbZUT/view?usp=sharing
https://elearnacademy.padlet.org/jessicajamero1/24-25-per-6-historical-context-multimedia-presentations-ur6z15r5zch7c8u2


SOCIAL SCIENCE

As our teachers may recall, Online Social
Science Teacher Mercedes Rodriguez
had her students produce a 2024 Voters
Guide in the US Government Classes.
Students did research and collaborated
in Canva on a comprehensive voter
guide including the propositions and
ballot measures.

This is PBL, Civic Engagement, Service Learning all rolled into one. What a
great way to have students engage in our political system while providing a
great resource and tool for others to use. Having students produce
professional products that can be utilized by others is learning at a very high
level. This required a great deal of research and collaboration. Check out the
Final Product Here. Great job Mercedes. Give a big congrats to your students.
This is really impressive.

Mr. Rodriguez had her students in Ethnic Studies do an assessment where
they created a product (poem, visual art, etc.) on a concept (s) that they
learned towards the beginning of the year (reflection or metacognition). he
final product demonstrated their understanding of the concept and how it
has affected society/their life. Concepts included Race, Ethnicity, Culture,
Nationality, Identity, 4 I’s of Oppression, Racism, Privilege, Class, White
Supremacy and Pseudoscience. See student work samples:

https://www.canva.com/design/DAGVRKV-xkU/iKeWQCBoKfWmR_0LEmR2IA/view?utm_content=DAGVRKV-xkU&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=viewer


Online Social Science Teacher Thomas Brittsan has also been using Padlet
to annotate texts and to do class presentations. See some student work
samples below and a link to the Padlet Here.

https://elearnacademy.padlet.org/thomasbrittsan/p1-survival-guide-presentations-etb79dilinvpwhvm


Mr. Brittsan has also been working on DBQ with his 7th Grade online
students. The Document-Based Question (DBQ) is a combination of up to
eight short answer Scaffolding Questions and an essay that is based on the
scaffolding (building) of those documents. Recently, they used DBQ for the
unit on African History. Students will be completing a journal from the
perspective of a person from the time period for their final assessment as part
of this DBQ. See some examples here showing annotations for the
background essay and questions that go with it.



Phillip Gladden’s Online 8th Grade US History Students worked on a civic
engagement project this quarter where they chose an issue and wrote letters
to Congress. They did not have to send the letters but they received extra
credit if they did mail it. “One letter from one of my 8th graders was a perfect
example of what students are capable of when challenged with real world
and relevant opportunities,” said Gladden. “This sample letter is one that I
would expect from one of my high school students. This student lays out their
argument with solutions to the issue.” See the Sample Student Letter Here.

Credit Attainment Social Science Teacher Meliza Gonzalez has also been
working on DBQ. For the Industrial Revolution, she used DBQ for the entire
four-week unit. While the notes focused on the European Industrial
Revolution, the DBQ Assignments focused on the Industrial Revolution in
Japan. “This was beneficial in providing a wider world view. I could see how
students were doing in real times. If a student asked me about a question on
TEAMS, I could go to their assignment in DBQ and highlight what they
needed to do or change,” said Gonzalez. “I was also able to write instructional
post-its on every assignment with appropriate feedback. This greatly reduced
any confusion for students who walked in late or were absent.”

She said that when they were done with the assignments, they finished with
an essay on DBQ where students were able to take all they learned in the
DBQ readings (that had a read aloud option and optional Spanish translation)
and use it as evidence for their final essays.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nKnfcfsIvduODHuGAYYF7KFVBJTX-B3UNMaVdXC_fM8/edit?usp=sharing


Ms. Gonzalez also recently had herWorld History students working on
Propaganda Posters as part of their study ofWorld War I. Students used
modern day topics like (banning cellphones, dress codes, and using AI) and
making posters that use: (fear, pride, guilt or hope) to manipulate people
into their position. The goal is to show them how using those emotions in
advertising can sway them into thinking like the advertisers. It ends with
connecting their posters back to WWI and how those people were
manipulated in the same way to fear the Germans and join the war cause.
This is really a study in media literacy and advertising used in World History.

Credit Attainment Social Science Teacher Robert Vega has been
challenging his US History Students in a variety of ways. One key final project
was a Two-Minute Speech on anything from US History even if they had not
covered it in class. Students could choose and topics were as diverse as
Valentine’s Day Massacre, Chandler Airport, Attack on Pearl Harbor,
Construction of the Brooklyn Bridge, the Light Bulb and many more. In order
to prepare for selecting a topic and working on their speech, students
completed US History Timelines.



Credit Attainment Social Science Teacher
John Humphrey has been having students
in his Economics Classes focusing on the
impact of "Sin Taxes" on individuals and
communities in general for the past week.

Students worked together with guidance
and suggestions from their teacher to help
each of them understand specifically the
purpose of Sin Taxes - The Pros and Cons.
They had brief discussions on the following

to begin the lesson: A sin tax (also known as a sumptuary tax, or vice tax) is
an excise tax specifically levied on certain goods deemed harmful to society
and individuals, such as alcohol, tobacco, drugs, candy, soft drinks, fast foods,
coffee, etc.

Students then focused primarily on the impact to businesses as well as how
much influence or intrusion the Government has in each of their lives.
Students were then asked questions such as (e.g.) "do you want the
government telling you that you are sinful because you drink sodas and eat
too much fast food, or that you smoke cigarettes, and you need to be
punished for it by being charged an extra fee?" "Is there a logical reason and
useful purpose that even though you might disagree with the extra tax/fees,
you might agree that Sin Taxes could help society overall?"

They had discussions on what citizens will allow their representatives to
impose through the tax system, and what role each of them has to hold their
representatives accountable to taxes they're okay with, and which taxes they
find useful or wasteful. Students answered key questions about the purposes
of Sin Taxes and where the money is used to benefit society. Through
Research, students' final paragraphs and essays focused on the following:
How Alcohol, Marijuana, or Tobacco can significantly impact businesses
negatively. Students discovered data on the impact in the following areas:
decreased productivity due to employee absenteeism, poor concentration
from hangovers, increased workplace accidents, higher healthcare costs
related to alcohol and drug abuse, and potential damage to company
reputation if employees are visibly intoxicated while working, ultimately
leading to financial losses for the company.



MATH

InMiddle School Online Math, Teacher Pauline Cagle, used a Jeopardy
Review Gamewith her 8th graders. She had them use their own personal
buzzer using Buzzonk so they could buzz in when they had the answer. Ms.
Cagle said her students were engaged and responded well. She then had
another class do a color by number review activity where they have to solve
review problems to figure out the colors for each problem number. And yet
another class did amurder mystery "Whodunnit" clue style review game
where they will have to solve problems to get a clue to solve the mystery and
they have to solve all the problems correctly to discover "Whodunnit" at the
end.

Credit Attainment and Dual Enrollment Math Teacher Brad Powers
created his own digital tool to support Math 11 students with hypothesis
testing to support a claim that there is a linear correlation between two
variables. Here it is: https://www.geogebra.org/m/qrexmw44. Great job Mr.
Powers. We love how you keep innovating in order to make the students
more successful and have a better learning experience.

https://buzzonk.com/
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.geogebra.org%2Fm%2Fqrexmw44&data=05%7C02%7CMichael.Niehoff%40fresnounified.org%7Cc9e3129c0db140bf8bcc08dd1ad0f4fc%7C74c9008303c6453a801c9251cdd17eb8%7C0%7C0%7C638696207074262572%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NdtTeKpxx0GJPNRIAjyUE2sJ97LpQOSV5p7OPyLzRt4%3D&reserved=0


ELEMENTARY ONLINE

Online Elementary Teacher Sheila Kelly has been experimenting to see how
I can get the kids to work collaboratively in a virtual space. Since she can't use
the channels for small groups due to the district's restrictions, she uses
breakout rooms that are dedicated to certain kids.

Now, to get the kids to work collaboratively, she assigns them to a breakout
room and gives them a task to do together in the Class Notebook
Collaboration Space. She assigns specific children to a specific section and
she makes it so they are the only ones who can use that section.

Ms. Kelly said that she has only tried it four times, but the kids get miles better
at it each time! Great work Ms. Kelly!



ELECTIVES

Students in Esther Ortega’s Parenting class have been busy as usual.
Recently, they have been working on their Infant and Adult CPR Training.
They are going to be certified by the end of this week (end of the semester).
The last couple of weeks. Mr. Mendoza has been volunteering to support
them in the first period as they prepare to get certified.

In Dual Enrollment -
Courses Counseling
48 and Counseling 53
- all 18 students have
successfully completed
both courses. Great job
Jodie Garabedian and
Gayle Neufeld.Ms.
Garabedian added that
in all of her multiple
semesters of teaching
dual enrollment
courses, this was the
first time that all
students completed all

of their work by the final deadline. Congrats to both teachers and these
accomplished 18 students.

=



In the Credit Attainment Women’s Alliance under the direction of Meliza
Gonzalez, students have been working on a long-term project around
Artivism. Ms. Gonzalez has been working with one of our partners - the Youth
Leadership Institute - as part of the The Fresno Youth Artivism Program. This
is funded by the City of Fresno and is part of theMeasure P Expanded
Access to Arts and Culture Fund administered by yet another of our
partners in Fresno Arts Council. The program runs for 8 months and focuses
on six key justice platforms: Education, Health, Economic, Environmental,
Racial and Gender Justice. Over the first six months, youth participants will
explore each of these platforms in-depth, learning about their histories and
connecting them to art and advocacy efforts. In the final two months,
participants will create their own artwork and celebrate in community.

Shaun Brown’s Men's Alliance students (Independent Studies) have been
focusing on work and career. The following students have all been hired by
FUSD to offer support to local businesses:

Joshua Ortega – Jimmy's Sports World - Cedar/Shields
Rick Camarena- Grocery Outlet - Belmont/Peach
James Rivas – Grocery outlet - Belmont/Peach
Dominick Navarro – Hungry Howies - Cedar/Shields
Walter Reyes – CVS Pharmacy - Herndon/Cedar
Tali Munoz – Let's Roll Fresno - Olive/Fruit
Fabian Rangel – CVS Pharmacy - Fresno/Herndon
Eduardo Hernandez – Let's Roll Fresno - Olive/Fruit

Adriana Alcocer’s Independent Studies Women’s Alliance class has two
students that have successfully completed the process to get hired through
Fresno Unified giving them an opportunity to get work experience and
potentially permanent employment. Finally, the students experienced their
first Friendsgivingwith the class. Students shared being thankful for their
families and friends. They were excited to participate in their families’
gatherings and family traditions.

https://yli.org/
https://yli.org/
https://www.fresnoartscouncil.org/


Big Shout Out to Adriana Alcocer, Brittany Farrelly, Meliza Gonzalez and
Robert Vega for their support of the San Joaquin River Parkway &
Conservation Trust and the Youth Parkway Ambassadors Program. Three
students successfully completed the 60-hour program. They are Stephanie
Munoz (Credit Attainment), Damian Martinez (Credit Attainment) and Ally
Vang (Independent Studies). The teachers supported the program with
transportation, participation, communication and so much more.

ART
Online Art Teacher Tabitha Hernandnez has focused this quarter on how
images were the first version of writing. The students had been exploring how
cultures from around the world used images to communicate with others.
This led perfectly into the kids designing a logo to represent Farber. The
students started off with coming up with an idea at a group before narrowing
it down to the class favorite. The students were given free rein to use google
search & AI if they did not want to draw it. Ms. Herndancez also gave students
the option to come up with a name for the mascot, a school chant, or school
slogan as an alternative to a mascot design. Overall, the kids loved getting a
special challenge from Principal Carson Wood himself. The opportunity is
helping the students to feel valued and have ownership in the school. We are
planning to create a poll with the top images for the students to vote on at
advisory in the spring. See student work on the next page.

See an example page Here. Now you can see the ideas from the individual
classes: Period 1, Period 3, Period 4, Period 5, Period 6 and The Final
Selections Overall.

https://riverparkway.org/
https://riverparkway.org/
https://riverparkway.org/activities/youth-parkway-ambassadors/
https://elearnacademy.padlet.org/tabithahernandez2/examples-farber-firebirds-idea-gallery-x5k47jhurpd78z1f
https://elearnacademy.padlet.org/tabithahernandez2/p1-farber-firebirds-idea-gallery-jctqqjteabrvbv6w
https://elearnacademy.padlet.org/tabithahernandez2/period-3-farber-firebirds-idea-gallery-6q9bidkkcw7lejg9
https://elearnacademy.padlet.org/tabithahernandez2/period-4-farber-firebirds-idea-gallery-e9ylvhjreqxbi70b
https://elearnacademy.padlet.org/tabithahernandez2/period-5-farber-firebirds-idea-gallery-uoxp7gqjccz2471y
https://elearnacademy.padlet.org/tabithahernandez2/period-6-farber-firebirds-idea-gallery-uevupidbjmsq3a5u
https://elearnacademy.padlet.org/tabithahernandez2/farber-firebirds-final-selections-8215u8z2oy27vh9e
https://elearnacademy.padlet.org/tabithahernandez2/farber-firebirds-final-selections-8215u8z2oy27vh9e


PERSONAL FINANCE

Kongmia Her’s Personal Finance students have been busy this 2nd quarter.
They participated in a national program called How the Market Works and
Mr. Her created the Farber Personal Finance Challenge.

Students had an amazing experience learning about investing in the stock
market. In this simulated challenge all students were given $50,000 and had
5 weeks to research, observe and make trade transactions in the stock market.
Along the way, students learned about a variety of investment opportunities
and the many reasons for investing; from retirement - 401(k), 403(b),
Traditional IRA, Roth IRA, and social security - to long-term savings and
investing in individual stocks and ETFs for wealth building.

The challenge just concluded and 88% of the students ended up with
positive portfolio results. The top performing student was Emily
Castillo-Cruz. However, we also had 10 staff members participate in the
challenge. 70% had positive results. Many of the staff members came to class
to share their knowledge and experience with the students. There were great
interactions where many strategies were shared, compared, and contrasted.
The top staff winners were Jessica Silva and Esther Ortega. They were in the
overall Top 5. The top student was Emily Castillo-Cruz.

On March 5, 2025 we are excited to be partnering with
EECU to host a unique financial workshop for our seniors
who are about to journey into the real world. The
program is called "Wise Up with EECU" and will teach
seniors about what to expect, financially, after high

school is over, from jobs and budgeting to life events and unexpected
expenditures. We are excited to give our students this great experience in
reality.

https://app.howthemarketworks.com/trading/equities


STUDENT LEADERSHIP

In November, both online and in-person leadership
classes worked on incorporating simultaneous
lunchtime activities. Leadership students researched
manyWin It to Win It games and determined

which games both online and in-person students can participate in. We did
three simultaneous lunchtime games: Face the Cookie, Defying Gravity and
a Thanksgiving Scavenger Hunt. All three games were successful. The
activities had students and staff participating as well for students watching
the games.

Also, leadership was working on the Farber Clothing
Closet for two weeks. The Closet is for all Farber
students. We finally received the clothing racks and
shelves at the beginning of November. The students in
Mr. Hinojosa's Logistics classes assembled the racks and
shelves. Leadership took out all of the clothes that were
in storage. The students separated the clothes, hung, folded and organized
the closet. Leadership also planned and organized a Clothing Drive for the
first week of December. We were accepting clothing for all ages, even infant
clothing. All the clothing will go towards our Farber Closet. The student
request form has been given to theWellness Center and will be given to all
staff members next semester.

Farber's Winter Wonderland Online Family Social
Farber Student Leadership and Campus Culture Director
Jackie De La Cruz hosted the firstWinter Social for our
Online students on Thursday, December 12th with about
160 families in attendance. All Kindergarten through
twelfth grade teachers planned and prepared fun and
engaging activities for their students and families to
enjoy. Students were able to make holiday themed
ornaments, take Polaroid pictures and decorate a photo
frame to go with it, play fun games like the Saran Wrap

Ball Game and Loteria. We had various community partners come out and
offer information and resources. DOPE Barbershop brought two barbers and
offered free haircuts while recruiters from the Marines ran challenges on their



pull up bar. We had bundles of scholastic books for all students along with
cookies and hot cocoa. Families were also invited to Santa's Workshop to take
photos with Santa. Thanks to the donations from Farber teachers and staff, we
were able to raffle off 25 prizes throughout our event. A special thank you to
trustee Valarie Davis for donating two bikes for our Grand Prize drawings.

"I appreciate our family events because we get to socialize with our
classmates. This is something that a lot of online students don't have the
opportunity to do,” said Leadership Student, Ceselia Diaz. “I also like that we
get to hang out with our teachers off-screen."

Our family social was a huge success because of the dedication and support
from our teachers, staff and administrators. Planning is already in the works
for our next Family event in the Spring.

Leadership Students recently participated in the Silent Sleight Parade .
Leadership students fromMs. De La Cruz and Mrs. Carlos' classes took part
in the 33rd Silent Sleigh Parade hosted by the 144th Fighter Wing at the Air
National Guard for children from the deaf and hard of hearing community.
Students walked through signing "Merry Christmas" and handed out candy to
the children watching.



CAREER TECHNICAL EDUCATION

Jeff Cook’s Multimedia & Video Production
students have been working hard and creating
some great content. You can see this and more
work from the Multimedia & Video Productions
classes at the Farber YouTube Channel.

The multimedia media students visited CMAC
for the first time and by doing so, it helped the students link their studies to
the real world. Our hope is to send the completed video projects to CMAC to
air it on cable television. Lastly, many of our Farber Famous students' videos
have been sent off to air on CMAC.

In November, students interviewed the Farber Kitchen Staff about Food
Services at the Farber Educational Campus. Check out that story Here.

Also in November, Mr. Cook and some students attended the Downtown
Veterans Parade as part of the Veterans Day festivities. They shot video of the
event.

Check out the Final Video Here.

Recently, Mr. Cook asked his students “What Farber Means To Me?” Check this
video out:What Farber Means To Me.

https://www.youtube.com/@Farber-t3y
https://youtu.be/stmx7tuIi6c?si=BVnfsVwwbIEAZlkx
https://youtu.be/sYlBa2_wi2w?si=STUr90lKNQ02X2Di
https://youtu.be/sDWW3TZzcVg?si=9c5cEW5NeaxRrd2l


Logistics Instructor Jonathan Hinojosa has been busy this
2nd quarter on a variety of projects. In addition to the
support of the monthly Farbers Market with the Central
California Food Bank, the students are also now supporting
the Elementary Backpack Program with the Food Bank
where they fulfill orders for food packages for elementary

students at three of our neighboring elementary schools. The classes receive
the food, do inventory, fulfill orders and support delivery back to th:e schools.

Here is a summary of some other key learning activities from the second
quarter:

● Lyons Magnus is a new partner and advisory board member- they are a
local employer. Discussions include field trips, classroom visits, potential
scholarship and internship programs, mock interviews and more.

● 98% completion for OSHA 10
● Students who are returning to their home school semester have an

opportunity to get forklift certified over winter break

SPECIAL BONUS ITEM:

● There will be many more details later, but our partnership with Amazon
continues to expand. Amazon is in the process of designing a
pre-employment program and employment program. This is being
called the Amazon Future Leaders Program. Once finalized, this will be
the only like this in the country and will serve as a model for all.
Students who complete our Logistics Program would be eligible and
would start at Amazon on a two-year employment plan. They would
also be eligible for Amazon’s college program that pays for college after
90 days.



The Seniors Helping Seniors project - students
supporting residents at the Vineyards
California Armenian Home with technology
and avoiding online fraud/theft - continues this
year with one of the Cyber Security Classes. They

have visited the Vineyards Multiple times. In addition to tech support, there
has been great interaction between the residents and students for some
outstanding intergenerational learning. On the most recent visit, students
surveyed the residents about their smartphone needs, while also sharing
some holiday cheer. Tony Fiori shared some recent highlights:

● Mr. Fortuna and student Roxanne B. supported a resident with an email issue
on their cell phone. The support included calling AT&T customer service to
provide next steps for how to support the resident.

● Mr. Fiori and student Ruben I. visited a resident in their room to provide tech
support on a smart TV that wouldn’t connect to the wifi. The TV was able to
get connected to allow the resident's husband to log into Netflix!😊

● Student Mya L. helped a resident with app support by explaining (in detail)
how each app on the resident’s main screen of the iPhone works. Mya also
supported the resident by explaining the purpose of each app.

● Students also used a questionnaire to collect data for future tech needs when
the group visits again in 2025.

● CTE Cybersecurity class received 5 iPhones and 5 Android phones from Fresno
Unified to use during the tech support visits to the Vineyards.

https://lifeatthevineyards.org/
https://lifeatthevineyards.org/


The first Farber Epic Book Showdown took place
Monday the 9th of December. Jo Misakian - the
librarian from Lone Star Elementary School and who
had a direct impact on The Outsiders movie being
made -joined Farber students and staff for a Q&A
session before a Kahoot session. A big shout out is
deserved for Gina Vertson who connected our school
with her old librarian to make this event more
impactful for all.

Mr. Graveline recently learned about the program Everfi and made a quick
video to show what it entails and who it serves. This is in response to students'
needs and resources they have been asking for directly. For example,
students have asked in the Library for books on finances and this application
has lessons on how to do taxes, invest, use cryptocurrency and much more.
This is all paid for, and it is connected to Clever, so our teachers’ classes should
be automatically added. If there is an issue, we can let IT know and fix that.
Here is the Link to the Video.

Also, the Farber Library continues to advance the implementation of the
Farber Maker Space. Farber has accessed special arts funding to add special
furniture, equipment and technology to make this a reality. More details to
come as the Farber Maker Space comes online.

https://everfi.com/
https://youtu.be/yOHgrcEvrJI?si=eZ2JNDEbwne8dq_7


INSTRUCTIONAL COACH
When we talk about teaching and learning, let’s not
forget that we have a very qualified, professional and
adaptive instructional coach on campus in Mr. Tony
Fiori. Tony’s primary role involves observing classes to
offer constructive feedback and suggestions for
teachers to improve literacy instruction, student
engagement and classroommanagement.

Currently, he has been working with some of our
Farber teachers (like Mr. Trevino) on strategies to

support more student voice in the classroom. They are working on
structures that help improve academic conversations on a regular basis.

Tony has also been working with
teachers and teams on lesson design
and unit development….specifically
focused on ways to integrate reading
and writing into the curriculum.Most
notably, Tony has supported the
social science teachers in our Credit
Attainment school (Gonzalez,
Humphrey, Vega) with the
implementation of the “DBQ Online”
program.

He is also currently working with some teachers to provide strategies that
support relationship building and improve classroom culture by partnering
with various stakeholders (Department of Prevention & Intervention) in the
district.

As a former AVID teacher and AVID Coordinator at Sunnyside High School
(National Demo School for AVID), Mr. Fiori can support teachers with a variety
of AVID strategies for any classroom (Collaborative Study Groups,
Philosophical Chairs, Socratic Seminar, Focused Note-Taking, etc.). If you have
not yet worked with Tony, you should. He is really a wealth of ideas, resources
and strategies for all instructional situations and challenges.



OPPORTUNITIES

Farber International Travel Club held its first meeting of the year. We
overviewed the trip itinerary to Italy which includes places like Venice,
Florence, Sorrento and Rome. The planned trip to Italy will happen in June
2026. There is still plenty of time for students and staff to join!

BOOK CLUB

The Farber Book Club, organized by Lily Mukai, is
currently finishing up Build the Life You Want: The Art
and Science of Getting Happier. and they are deciding on
their next book shortly. Participating staff have been
enjoying the experience.

“I am so thankful for the Farber Book Club. I have met
WONDERFUL people in an informal setting,” said Robert
Vega. “It's one of the many things that makes me proud
and happy to be a part of Farber.

“Our Farber Book club has helped memake new friends that otherwise I
would have only passed in the hallways and simply exchanged a friendly
‘Good Morning Or ‘Hello’, said Esther Ortega. “We have helped each other
become better people and kinder to ourselves. I have opened my heart by
sharing not only reflective perspectives about the book we are reading, but
also felt safe enough to share my thoughts, emotions, and feelings about life
in general.”

They have yet to formally choose the next book. However, several club
members are recommending Whoopi Goldberg’s newmemoir Bits and
Pieces: My Mother, My Brother, and Me. If you are interested in being part
of the book club and/or their next book, please contact Lily at
lily.mukai@fresnounified.org with your interest.

https://www.amazon.com/Build-Life-You-Want-Science/dp/0593545400
https://www.amazon.com/Build-Life-You-Want-Science/dp/0593545400
https://www.amazon.com/Bits-Pieces-My-Mother-Brother/dp/B0CMFC8M37/ref=sr_1_1?crid=23FCP012P9EGT&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.ijdmPZihyojX4DPz9EOzhJsf6Km0sjocqgfwDeUcgvMblPiIBJ5N80x45drBomnC6FYwRvqcgmPjixRW5KvFhTcDWnevvyeUDiNhArToA5ThmYeyRl2G1sJRxOc19n345vkArFPjbNGPXxH5bV3zhGHkdAWtE5E6gggNVpLYtg0A9gpAYPCpj1vCCeKO-e-U.KK7GouJZMHIhJ4z35HbolyAaeibJDuxyBYJtx0BSSJI&dib_tag=se&keywords=whoopie+goldberg+new+book&qid=1734111244&s=books&sprefix=whoopi+gold%2Cstripbooks%2C173&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Bits-Pieces-My-Mother-Brother/dp/B0CMFC8M37/ref=sr_1_1?crid=23FCP012P9EGT&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.ijdmPZihyojX4DPz9EOzhJsf6Km0sjocqgfwDeUcgvMblPiIBJ5N80x45drBomnC6FYwRvqcgmPjixRW5KvFhTcDWnevvyeUDiNhArToA5ThmYeyRl2G1sJRxOc19n345vkArFPjbNGPXxH5bV3zhGHkdAWtE5E6gggNVpLYtg0A9gpAYPCpj1vCCeKO-e-U.KK7GouJZMHIhJ4z35HbolyAaeibJDuxyBYJtx0BSSJI&dib_tag=se&keywords=whoopie+goldberg+new+book&qid=1734111244&s=books&sprefix=whoopi+gold%2Cstripbooks%2C173&sr=1-1
mailto:lily.mukai@fresnounified.org


FARBER FAMOUS
Remember teachers, students can be nominated by you to be part of Farber
Famous. See https://bit.ly/FarberFamousNominations for the nomination form.
Here are some recent Farber Famous winners:

https://bit.ly/FarberFamousNominations

