
Tomball ISD: Not Just a District, a Destination

VISION
Tomball ISD students will lead in creating the future.

MISSION
Tomball ISD empowers students to become impactful, contributing citizens by providing

innovative, individually rigorous and personally valuable educational experiences while partnering
with the community.

https://www.tomballisd.net/


Board of Trustees

https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/leadership/board-of-trustees


Pictured: (Back Row, L-R) Mark Lewandowski, John E. McStravick, Matt Schiel, Dr. Michael Pratt
(Front Row, L-R) Justin Unser, Dr. Martha Salazar-Zamora, Lee McLeod, Tina Salem

District Leadership

https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/leadership


Pictured: (L-R) Dr. Steven Gutierrez, Chief Operating Officer; Dr. Michael Webb, Chief Academic
Officer; Dr. Martha Salazar-Zamora, Superintendent; Dr. Amy Schindewolf, Chief of Staff & School

Leadership; Zack Boles, Chief Financial Officer; Holly Sherman, Legal Counsel

https://www.niche.com/k12/d/tomball-independent-school-district-tx/


Read about the Winners!

District Spelling Bee
Tomball Intermediate School student Micah Ogbunuju captured a first place finish at the District
Spelling Bee. He competed through 10 rounds and took home top honors after spelling ‘ubiquity’

correctly. Creekside Forest Elementary’s Reeva Nevaskar finished in second place.

As the District’s overall winner, Micah Ogbunuju will move on to the area level and represent
Tomball ISD at the Houston Public Media Spelling Bee later this year. From there, the top two
spellers of the Houston Public Media Spelling Bee will advance to the 2025 Scripps National

Spelling Bee; expenses paid by Houston Public Media. The 2025 Scripps National Spelling Bee is
planned for National Harbor, Maryland, May 27-29, 2025.

https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/news-releases/news-details/~board/academics/post/tomball-isd-2024-2025-spelling-bee-champions-crowned
https://www.houstonpublicmedia.org/education/spelling-bee/


Micah Ogbunuju Reeva Nevaska

Elementary Spanish Spelling Bee
Tomball Intermediate student Vanessa Salas captured the top finish in the Spanish Spelling Bee for
Grades 4-5. Following in second place and third place, respectively, were Timber Creek Elementary

student Milagros Alamos and Oakcrest Intermediate student Antonella Montero. TIS’ Vanessa
Salas spelled the winning word ‘recibimiento’ in the 10th round to capture the win.

For their efforts in placing among the Top 3, Vanessa Salas, Milagros Alamos, and Antonella
Montero have earned the right to advance to the inaugural Regional Competition, hosted by the
Region 4 Education Service Center in Houston on February 5, 2025. Regional winners will have a

chance to compete at the Texas State Spelling Bee.

https://www.esc4.net/bilingual/bee
https://www.esc4.net/bilingual/bee


Vanessa Salas Milagros Alamos Antonella Montero

Secondary Spanish Spelling Bee
Grand Lakes Junior High student Ethan Haase captured the top finish in the Spanish Spelling Bee,

grades 6-8. Following in second place and third place, respectively, were Creekside Park Junior
High student Claudia Garcia de Albizo Ibanez and Oakcrest Intermediate student Anabella Suarez.

Ethan Haase spelled the final words ’padrastro’ correctly.

For their efforts in placing among the Top 3, Ethan Haase, Claudia Garcia de Albizo Ibanez, and
Anabella Suarez have earned the right to advance to the inaugural Regional Competition, hosted by
the Region 4 Education Service Center in Houston on February 5, 2025. Regional winners will have

a chance to compete at the Texas State Spelling Bee.

https://www.esc4.net/bilingual/bee
https://www.esc4.net/bilingual/bee


Ethan Haase Claudia Garcia de Albizo
Ibanez

Anabella Suarez

Tomball ISD hosted its annual Principal Partners Day at all campuses where each Principal Partner
was paired with a campus leader and spent the morning in a specific school. Many of the Principal

Partners had the opportunity to visit classrooms, tour the school, meet with student leaders,
attend collaborative meetings and observe the innovative learning environment that Tomball ISD

has created.



Tomball ISD Fine Arts Showcased in Texas School Business
Magazine: Pages 20-21

The Tomball Education Foundation Boots & Bling annual Gala serves as a significant fundraising
opportunity that saw over $135,000 raised in just one evening to support Tomball ISD.

Dollars raised from this event will support the Tomball Education Foundation as it continues to
provide funds for educational projects and activities that are beyond traditional funding. Funds are

used to facilitate student achievement and skill development, recognize, and encourage staff
excellence, and expand community involvement from individuals, businesses, and civic

organizations.

https://issuu.com/tasanet/docs/tsb_nov-dec_2024_final?fr=xKAE9_zU1NQ


In the News

https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/news-releases


For her exceptional leadership as Superintendent of Schools and her work as a leader in public
education across the State of Texas, Tomball ISD Superintendent Dr. Martha Salazar-Zamora has
been named a 2025 Women in School Leadership Award Finalist, presented by AASA, The School

Superintendents Association.

Read more on Dr. Z earning this prestigious honor as a finalist.

School Safety & Social Media Reminders
Tomball ISD is committed to providing a safe and secure learning
environment for all students, but we need your help. We will
continue to educate students on digital citizenship and responsible
social media use, but your involvement at home is vital to
reinforcing these lessons and reminding students, "It’s Not a Joke.
Think Before You Post”

Read Dr. Z's community letter addressing school safety & social
media reminders.

Dr. Z Recognizes Fall 2024 Superintendent Shining Stars
Superintendent Dr. Martha Salazar-Zamora recently recognized four
outstanding educators as her Fall 2024 Superintendent Shining
Stars:

David Leith, Decker Prairie Elementary
Joan Heinrich, Lakewood Elementary
Laura Lowe, Tomball High School
Andrew Gencer, Tomball Star Academy

https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/news-releases/news-details/~board/staff-recognition/post/tomball-isd-superintendent-dr-martha-salazar-zamora-named-finalist-for-2025-aasa-women-in-school-leadership-award
https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/news-releases/news-details/~board/district/post/school-safety-social-media-reminders
https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/news-releases/news-details/~board/district/post/school-safety-social-media-reminders


Order Declaring Results Tomball ISD Board of Trustees
Election
The following persons received the highest number of votes and
were elected Trustees of the Board of Trustees for Tomball
Independent School District, Positions No. 5, No. 6 and No. 7,
subject to take the oath of office to serve until December of 2028 or
until their successors in office qualify:

Position No. 5: Amanda Bass
Position No. 6: Jennifer Kratky
Position No. 7: Coco White

Tomball High School Football Postseason Honors

DISTRICT CHAMPIONS
BI-DISTRICT CHAMPIONS

District 15-6A Special Teams Player of the Year: Gage Villarreal
District 15-6A Defensive Newcomer of the Year: Henry Mulliner
District 15-6A Coach of the Year: Dave Handal
13 First Team All-District honors, 4 Second Team All-District
honors, 9 Honorable Mention honors

Tomball Memorial High School Football Postseason Honors
3 First Team All-District honors, 5 Second-Team All-District honors



Tomball High School Volleyball Postseason Honors

Finished 3rd in District

16 Academic All-District honorees
District Most Outstanding Player: Gemma Hopkins

3 First Team All-District honors, 2 Second Team All-District honors, 2 Honorable Mention All-
District honors

Tomball Memorial High School Volleyball Postseason
Honors

Undefeated DISTRICT CHAMPIONS
15 Academic All-District honorees
District Outstanding Offensive Player of the Year: Sarah Odell
4 First Team All-District honors, 2 Second Team All-District
honors, 2 Honorable Mention All-District honors



Tomball ISD Fine Arts continues to showcase the talent and success of students from across the
District.

In November alone, fine arts students put on over 40 concerts and performances to showcase their
learning. They kicked off the holiday season by participating in the annual Tomball Holiday Parade
and are preparing for many on-campus and community-wide holiday performances this December.

Tomball Memorial High School Roarin' Blue Band

Represented Tomball ISD at the UIL 6A State Marching Band
Contest in San Antonio, TX for the fourth year in a row.

TISD Visual Arts

Visual Art teachers led several clinic sessions at the Texas Art
Education Association Conference in Galveston.
10 pieces of Tomball ISD student artwork were displayed among

artwork from across the Houston area as part of the Local Student Art Exhibit.
TISD Visual Arts was officially recognized as a first time TAEA District of Distinction. They
were presented with a trophy at a ceremony with the entire organization.

TMHS Silver Stars
Competed in the Texas Dance Educators Association UIL
Dance Pilot in Clear Creek.
Earned a First Division rating.

THS STAGE Theatre
3rd graders from campuses across the north side of Tomball ISD attended a special showing
of Peter Pan and Wendy at THS, which allowed them to make connections to things they have
been learning in class as well as learn how to be a respectful audience member.



TMHS Wildcat Theatre

TMHS Wildcat Theatre put on two shows last month, which
was a huge undertaking.
TMHS Theatre students participated in the Texas Thespians
State Convention in Grapevine.
Several TMHS students were named National Qualifiers in their
respective areas.
TMHS senior Kellen Highfield represented TMHS and TISD as a Student Ambassador and
member of the Texas Thespians Student Board, leading the conference.

Cheerleading
Both TMHS and THS Cheer participated in the UCA Houston
Regional, both earning bids to Nationals.







https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/feel-good-stories


TIS Student Celebrates Send-Off with Classmates After
Being Granted Wish Through Make-A-Wish Foundation
Tomball Intermediate fifth grader Sabreen has been battling a rare
disease for over 6.5 years but her hope and determination have
inspired so many that she was recently granted her wish through the
Make-A-Wish Foundation and her classmates and teachers were
there to celebrate her sendoff to Disney World.

Read more about Sabreen's journey.

Tomball ISD Implements Hope Squad, a Peer-to-Peer
Connection, on High School Campuses
Amidst a growing need to address mental health concerns among
today’s youth, Tomball ISD took a bold step forward this year in
implementing Hope Squad, a proactive approach to mental health
support, enabling students to become trained peers supporters, in
all three TISD high schools.

Read more about Hope Squad.

Tomball ISD Principals Connect with Community
through Principal Partners Initiative
Tomball ISD hosted its annual Principal Partners Day at all
campuses where each Principal Partner was paired with a campus
leader and spent the morning in a specific school.

Read more about Principal Partners.

TMHS Librarian and Softball Team Up for Book Club
Tomball Memorial High School Librarian Mindy Garcia facilitates a
Book Club with the Wildcat Softball Team, led by Coach Marissa
Stevens.

Read all about the Book Club.

Tomball ISD Transportation Committed to Serving
Students
School bus drivers and the transportation department, led by
Director Sandy Dillman, play a vital role, often the unsung role in the
success of our Tomball ISD schools. Every day, drivers start early
and face long hours to safely transport children to and from school,
navigating various weather conditions, busy streets, and unforeseen
challenges on the road.

Read more about the Tomball ISD Transportation Department.

https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/feel-good-stories/feel-good-stories-detail/~board/feel-good-stories/post/feel-good-story-tis-student-celebrates-send-off-with-classmates-after-being-granted-wish-through-make-a-wish-foundation
https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/feel-good-stories/feel-good-stories-detail/~board/feel-good-stories/post/feel-good-story-tomball-isd-implements-hope-squad-a-peer-to-peer-connection-on-high-school-campuses
https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/feel-good-stories/feel-good-stories-detail/~board/feel-good-stories/post/feel-good-story-tomball-isd-principals-connect-with-community-through-principal-partners-initiative
https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/news-releases/news-details/~board/feel-good-stories/post/feel-good-story-tmhs-librarian-and-softball-team-up-for-book-club
https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/feel-good-stories/feel-good-stories-detail/~board/feel-good-stories/post/feel-good-story-tomball-isd-transportation-committed-to-serving-students


Tomball ISD Orientation & Mobility Specialists Lead
Promotion of White Cane Safety Day for Students
Tomball ISD Orientation & Mobility Specialists recently led the
awareness effort of White Cane Safety Day across the District,
promoting the use of a cane and its ability to create independence
and safety for students with low vision and blindness.

Read more about White Cane Day in Tomball ISD.

GLJHS Student Leaders Model Campus Core Values
During Student-Led Character Lessons
Led by CTE teacher, Leslie Wilson, and supported by Principal Dr.
Kim McKinney, 34 GLJHS student leaders are creating character and
leadership lessons designed for their peers that are implemented
during Tiger Den every Friday.

Read more about GLJHS' initiative to model Core Values.

Tomball ISD Brothers Invent Hydraulic Hammer Break
Cover with Pending Patent
Tomball lSD brothers Navinu and Dihen Koswatta collaborated for
several years to design and create the Hydraulic Hammer Break
Cover.

Read more about the Hydraulic Hammer Breaker Cover invention.

TCES Begins Building Bridges Club to Empower English
Language Learners
Timber Creek Elementary Emergent Bilingual Instructional Specialist
Heather Ling begins Building Bridges Club on campus to empower
and support English Language Learners.

Read more about the Building Bridges Club at TCES.

19 TMHS Students Excel Earning the Prestigious AP
Capstone™ Diploma
Congratulations to Tomball Memorial High School students for
earning the prestigious AP Capstone™Diploma recognition.

Read more about this distinguished accolade.

https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/feel-good-stories/feel-good-stories-detail/~board/feel-good-stories/post/feel-good-story-tomball-isd-orientation-mobility-specialists-lead-promotion-of-white-cane-safety-day-for-students
https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/feel-good-stories/feel-good-stories-detail/~board/feel-good-stories/post/feel-good-story-gljhs-student-leaders-model-campus-core-values-during-student-led-character-lessons
https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/news-releases/news-details/~board/feel-good-stories/post/feel-good-story-tomball-isd-brothers-invent-hydraulic-hammer-break-cover-with-pending-patent
https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/feel-good-stories/feel-good-stories-detail/~board/feel-good-stories/post/feel-good-story-tces-begins-building-bridges-club-to-empower-english-language-learners
https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/feel-good-stories/feel-good-stories-detail/~board/feel-good-stories/post/feel-good-story-19-tmhs-students-excel-earning-the-prestigious-ap-capstonediploma


Tomball ISD CTE Partners with TEDC for Summer Youth
Employment Program
Tomball ISD CTE partnered with the Tomball Economic
Development Corporation to provide a real-world internship
opportunity to interested students.

Read more about this community partnership.

Click Here for All Feel Good Friday Stories

https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/feel-good-stories/feel-good-stories-detail/~board/feel-good-stories/post/feel-good-story-tomball-isd-cte-partners-with-tedc-for-summer-youth-employment-program
https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/feel-good-stories
https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/library-services/spark-cards


Learn More about Tomball ISD's Parent U

Parent University is designed to empower parents with knowledge and tools to become effective
advocates for their children. There are a variety of sessions from Pre-K through High School Senior

content delivered through cross-district collaboration.

Fun Run Details + Register Here

https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/school-counseling/parent-university
https://runsignup.com/Race/TX/Tomball/TomballISDFunRun


https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/news-releases/news-details/~board/alumni-spotlight/post/alumni-spotlight-tomas-maldonado-tsa-21


Tomas Maldonado, Tomball Star Academy, 2021
Midshipman First Class, senior at the United States Naval Academy

Driven by dedication, leadership, and commitment to service, Tomball Star Academy alumnus
Tomas Maldonado’s pursuit of educational excellence has led him to even greater leadership
success as a Midshipman First Class, senior at the United States Naval Academy in Annapolis,
Maryland.

Maldonado’s roots run deep in Tomball as he spent his entire educational career attending TISD
schools, representing Lakewood Elementary, Northpointe Intermediate, Willow Wood Junior High,
and one year at TMHS before finishing at TSA.

Representing the first graduating class of Tomball ISD’s Early College High School, Maldonado was
a standout leader, balancing multiple leadership roles with a passion to make a difference in his
community. He was elected Governor of Texas Boys State in 2020, served as the inaugural
President of the National Honor Society at TSA, represented the Civil Air Patrol, was a
Superintendent Student Ambassador, and a National Outdoor Leadership School (NOLS) graduate.

“Tomball Star Academy was an academically challenging and rewarding experience,” Maldonado
said. “The tight knit community and small class size of TSA allowed me to build close
relationships with teachers and afforded me the flexibility to pursue my interests beyond the

https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/news-releases/news-details/~board/alumni-spotlight/post/alumni-spotlight-tomas-maldonado-tsa-21


classroom. It was special to be part of the first graduating class at TSA and to forge a legacy for
future generations of students.”

Tomball Star Academy opened its doors in 2017 and is the only Early College High School in
Tomball ISD. Tomball Star Academy is designed to provide a rigorous, supportive learning
environment that blends high school and the first two years of college. Students may earn up to 60
college credit hours and an associate's degree from Lone Star College-Tomball by the time they
graduate from high school free of charge.

Maldonado was a successful graduate of TSA, earning both his high school diploma from TSA and
his associates degree from LSC-Tomball lwhen he walked the stage in 2021.

“The teachers, leadership, and opportunities made TSA worth it,” he said. “The teachers I had at
TSA took personal interest in my success and did not accept anything less than my best work.
They truly invested in me. The standard was set high and students were expected to succeed,
helping me thrive. The opportunity to take classes at Lone Star College helped me to mature into
adulthood, as I was given the freedom and responsibility to succeed.”

Throughout high school, Maldonado made it a personal goal to attend a service academy but was
drawn to the idea of serving the military beginning as early as elementary school.

“I was drawn to the rich history and traditions of service,” he said. “As I got older, I realized I wanted
to do something significant to have a positive impact on the world and to give back to my country.”

After applying to all the service academies, Maldonado visited the Naval Academy and knew that
was where he belonged.

“The history and traditions of the Naval Academy, dating back to 1845 represented an opportunity
to be part of something bigger than myself.”

One month after graduating from Tomball Star Academy, Maldonado reported to the Naval
Academy for Plebe Summer, the basic training program focusing on military discipline, physical
fitness, and leadership that all Naval Academy Midshipmen undergo before starting their freshman
year.

While military academies are quite different from a typical university, Maldonado has made the
most of his experience, growing even more as a young leader.

“I tend to strive in structured environments and I crave the challenges that the Naval Academy
offers,” he said. “I can say without a doubt that the academic rigor at TSA prepared me to succeed
in the challenging classes at the Naval Academy.”

Maldonado currently serves as the 23rd Company Commander - a prestigious honor - that credits
him with the responsibility of safety, well-being, training and performance of the 23rd Company.

The Brigade of Midshipmen, the student body at the Naval Academy, is divided into 36 companies
which form the basic unit of Midshipmen life.



“My role as Company Commander is to create a family culture within the company, advocating for
Midshipmen and setting conditions so that all members of the 23rd Company can succeed in their
pursuits,” Maldonado said.

.... continue ....

Continue reading Tomas Maldonado's spotlight.

Nominate a Tomball ISD Alumni

Click Here for All Alumni Spotlight Stories

Follow @TomballISD

https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/news-releases/news-details/~board/alumni-spotlight/post/alumni-spotlight-tomas-maldonado-tsa-21
https://www.tomballisd.net/community/alumni-spotlight/alumni-spotlight-nomination
https://www.tomballisd.net/community/alumni-spotlight
https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/connect




Tomball ISD
#DestinationExcellence

Tomball ISD students will lead in creating the future.

https://www.facebook.com/https://www.facebook.com/TomballISD
https://www.twitter.com/tomballisd

