
South Orange Maplewood School District
Agenda

Policy Committee Meeting
November 3, 2022
6:30 pm - 7:30 pm

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
Susan Bergin, Chair Dr. Ronald Taylor
Arun Vadlamani Kevin Gilbert
Elissa Malespina Susie Budine
Qawi Telesford Adaliana Cuadrado

Danielle Knapp

PRESENTATIONS:
None

POLICIES FOR SECOND READ ADOPTION/ABOLISH:

5460 High School Graduation -
● No discussion; will go on for second

read/adoption

C&I

5514 Student Use of Vehicles - still need blanks filled
in before it can go for second read

● Being pulled from 2nd read to allow
principal feedback will go back to 1st read
next month;

● Perhaps put into the policy that helmets
should be worn if a student is riding a
bicycle;

FFT

7432 Eye Protection
● No discussion; will go on for second

read/adoption

FFT

POLICIES ON FOR POSSIBLE FIRST READING:

2260.1 Cultural Competency
● No discussion

C&I



● Move forward for 1st read;

5450 Athletic Award
● Is there any reason E Sports team isn’t

included?  Maybe look in the future to
include under Robotics;

○ Separate policy that highlights
this; Honoring Student
Achievement or view the Varsity
Letters;

● Consider looking at what the state
considers a sport

● Move forward with 1st Read

C&I

5440 Honoring Student Achievement
● Look at ways to incorporate achievement

in a variety of different departments;
● Look at possibly creating a regulation to

include variety student achievement;
● Pull from 1st Read;
● will look at the policy;Elissa Malespina

and make edits;

C&I

5519 Dating Violence (Board Member Wittleder has
been investigating language used from other
districts, needs to be discussed)

NOTE: Sexual Assault Task Force previously
specified individuals for MSs and HS for this
purpose including:

Elementary/SOMS/MMS:
● Principal
● Designated Social Worker

CHS
● Principal
● Director of Guidance
● SAC
● Designated Social Worker

● Pull from first read;
● Get feedback from the Sexual Taskforce

Committee;  version (copy from Board
Member Bergin/Wittleder)

● Then to C&I

C&I

5530 Substance Abuse
● Ready for 1st Read; will review redline

again

C&I

mailto:emalesp1@somsd.k12.nj.us


6470.01 Electronic Funds Transfer and Claimant
Certification

● Ready for 1st Read;

FFT

POLICIES FOR DISCUSSION AND DISTRIBUTION TO COMMITTEES:

Embedded; all of the revisions that were shared
from C&I;

C&I

2431.8 Varsity Letters - uploaded to Strauss Esmay C&I

2461 Special Education Receiving Schools - to date, no
evidence or revision to this policy, still
investigating; redline available -

● move forward with sharing with the
committee;

SPED Committee

5111 Eligibility of Resident/NonResident Students -
Discussion regarding payment of tuition for
nonresidents (adding an additional paragraph,
add parameters)

● Does it make sense to set parameters?
○ Any time a student comes to the

district as a tuition student, it is
presented to the board; there are
circumstances that may require
tuition/non-tuition

C&I

5613 Removal of Students/Weapons - uploaded to
Strauss Esmay

C&I

7440 School District Security
● Distributed/shared with FFT;

FFT

8420 Emergency & Crisis Situations
● Distributed/shared with FFT;

FFT

New Business:
NONE

Meeting concluded 7:26 PM


