
Welcome
 to 

Curriculum Night!

Mrs. Swenson



ELA



ELA
INTO Reading by HMH

Learning Requirements:

● Reading
● Phonics
● Writing

● Speaking and Listening



ELA
To meet the needs of all learners:

● Whole group instruction
● Small group and individual instruction

● Series of daily literacy tasks

Arizona College and Career Readiness Standards



ELA

DIBELS 8 Assessment
● Assessed Fall, Winter, and Spring
● Periodic progress monitoring during 

the year.
        - Correct Letter Sounds    
          - Nonsense Words Fluency
          - Oral Reading Fluency



ELA
DIBELS - Beginning of Year

● Correct Letter Sounds - 30 
● Nonsense Words Fluency - 5

● Oral Reading Fluency - 10     

DIBELS - End of Year
● Correct Letter Sounds - 55

● Nonsense Words Fluency - 15
● Oral Reading Fluency - 39



ELA
  How can you help your child?
● Make flashcards for sight words
● Read to your child for 15 minutes
● Have your child read to you
● Encourage your child to find the sounds/ 

sight words they do know in a story and 
be sure to point them out. (Decodables)

● Ask questions about the story after 
your read.

  



ELA
     Writing Standards
● Personal Narrative
● Opinion Writing
● Informative Writing
● Shared Research Writing (How to)
● Strengthen handwriting skills

*Focus on building the skills to write 
complete sentences.  



Social Studies



McGraw Hill
Some of the topics covered:

● Being a Good Citizen
● Our Community
● Celebrating America
● Past and Present
● People and Money



Math



● Add and subtract within 20 
● Understanding addition within 100 (using 

pictures)
● Understanding place value
● Measuring different lengths
● Tell and write the time to the half hour 

and hour.
● Identify coins by name and value

Math Standard Skills



To meet the needs of all learners:

● Whole group instruction
● Small group and individualized instruction

● Series of math activities available to 
students.



Math Skills in First Grade
● Fluently add & subtract within 20 

● Solving word problems.
● Find the unknown number.
● Understand fact families.
● Skip counting by 2 and 10.
● Understand place value.

● Comparing numbers using greater than, less than, and 
equal symbols.



Math Skills in First Grade
● Identifying and counting different coins.

● Telling time to the hour and half hour.
● Introduce double digit addition.

● Measuring by using objects as units.



iReady math games are designed to make learning fun and engaging. They are like 

interactive puzzles that challenge your child to think critically and solve problems. As 

they play, they're building essential math skills without even realizing it.

Here's how it works:

● Personalized Learning: The games adapt to your child's level, making sure they're 

always challenged but not frustrated.

● Skill Building: Each game focuses on specific math skills, from counting to algebra.

● Progress Tracking: Teachers can monitor your child's progress and identify areas 

where they might need extra support.

Think of iReady math games as a virtual tutor that's always there to help your child 

succeed in math. It's a fantastic way to make learning a fun adventure!



● iReady Math Diagnostic 
(Beginning, middle and end of year)

Assessments



● Make flashcards for addition and 
subtraction facts

● Practice counting groups of items by 1’s, 
2’s or 10’s.

● Have your child use an analogue clock to 
practice telling time.

● Have your child help you count change.

What can you do at home?



Science



Science
     What are we learning?
●  Unit 1: Light and sounds
● Unit 2: Forces and Motion
● Unit 3: Habitats
●  Unit 4: Lifecycles



Routines



             Behavior Expectations
● Be safe, be responsible, be respectful, and you’ll always be 

ready to learn.

● I use gentle reminders most often.

● The clip chart is used as an extra reminder.

● Gecko Gold are given out for table points, Super Student, and 
for homework.

● RADS (Really Awesome Deeds) are given out for going above 
and beyond typical classroom expectations.

● Certificates for Lifelong Guidelines are given to one student 
each week.



                        Clip Chart
● Students start on green. Students clip up and down based on if 

they are following the classroom rules and expectations. 

● If students clip down, they are given opportunities to clip back 
up by the end of the day.

● Students earn Gecko Golds for Amazing Day!



                        Homework
● Students will receive a homework packet at the start 

of each week.

● Homework is not required, but students are rewarded 
with 5 Gecko Gold for each packet they complete.

● Late homework is accepted.



Parent Communication

● Weekly Newsletter (email)
● Folder - Check at least on 

Mondays



Communication:

Email is the best way to communicate with 
us! I will plan to respond within 24 hours of 

seeing your message.

valerie.swenson@dvusd.org



Your Text



All Things EQ

Social Emotional Curriculum

https://allthingseq.wistia.com/medias/8vxxxso61o


Culture Camp - Q1 Week 3

I am always 
communicating 

through my 
body language.

Life Skill

Initiative

Lifelong Guideline
Active Listening

Click for weekly video ↑

Culture Camp: Class meeting to discuss the Motto and related Life 
Skills and Lifelong Guidelines. 

https://kids.britannica.com/kids/search/dictionary?query=initiative
https://app.allthingseq.com/login


Gecko Gatherings

Whole school outdoor assemblies on the 
first Friday of every month!

  
(pledge, national anthem, announcements, 

upcoming events) 



Bond and 
Override





https://www.dvusd.org/election


Grading

Deer Valley Unified School District

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/19Az0wJf1BrOcPRAKpYZYLrljvEPfHmufRALpAZHEI8A/edit#slide=id.g26dfcb74ce9_0_1165


DVUSD 

Grading Practices
Desert Sage Curriculum Night Presentation, 8/2023



Kindergarten



Standards Grade Scale
Students in Kindergarten will receive marks for their proficiency toward the grade level standards using the following scale.

4 = Applies grade level skills with greater depth or complexity

3 = Demonstrates grade level proficiency 

2 = Approaches grade level proficiency 

1 = Displays a significant lack of grade level proficiency

 

Students in Kindergarten do not receive overall course grades.



Citizenship Marks
Kindergarten students will receive citizenship marks in Special Area Classes with this grade 
scale:

E = Excellent
S = Satisfactory
N = Needs Improvement
U = Unsatisfactory

They may also have marks for behavior 
skills that need improvement. These 
will be marked with an “X” on the report
card. 



Go to:

ps.dvusd.org/public

PowerSchool Parent Portal

Students in Kindergarten 
will receive a grade report 
every quarter.  Parents can 
view student grades and 
attendance on the 
PowerSchool Parent portal. 

https://ps.dvusd.org/public/home.html


If you do not have 
an account, see 
front office for 
access codes. Then 
click CREATE 
ACCOUNT on the 
parent portal.

If you have an 
account, enter 
your Username and 
Password and click 
SIGN IN. 



On the Grades & Attendance page, 
you will see the number of absences your child 
has had.

You will also see the course grades for the 
Special Area classes. Click on the course grade 
to see the assignments that were graded for the 
course.

The citizenship mark for each Special Area 
course in located under the course grade. 



Click on the Standards Grades tab to see the overall grades 
for each standard for the marking period. 



Click on arrow beside the course title to expand the selection or click on Expand All.

Note: Citizenship (Conduct) 
marks for non-special area 
courses will be in the 
“Kindergarten” list. Expand 
the course to see the 
marks. 



Once the course is expanded, you will 
see the overall average grade for each 
standard for each marking period shown 
as a 4, 3, 2, or 1. 

Not all standards are worked on or 
measured each quarter.



Grading Practices
Resources:

www.dvusd.org/grading 

https://www.dvusd.org/grading


Grades 1-2



Citizenship Marks
1st and 2nd students will receive citizenship marks in Special Area Classes with this grade scale:

E = Excellent
S = Satisfactory
N = Needs Improvement
U = Unsatisfactory

They may also have marks for behavior 
skills that need improvement. These 
will be marked with an “X” on the report
card. 



Standards Grade Scale
Students in 1st and 2nd grades will receive marks for their proficiency toward the grade level standards using the following scale.

4 = Applies grade level skills with greater depth or complexity

3 = Demonstrates grade level proficiency 

2 = Approaches grade level proficiency 

1 = Displays a significant lack of grade level proficiency

NE = No evidence (missing work)

 



Standards Grade 
Calculation

Week 5 Quiz
Standard A

Standard B

2

2

Chapter 
Test

Standard A 

Standard B

Standard C

Standard D

3

3

2

3

Standard A     Standard B     Standard C    Standard D
2 2 1 2

3 3 2 3
4 3 3 4

3

3 3 3

Unit Project

Standard B

Standard C

Standard D

3

3

4

Standard B

Standard C

Standard D

Week 6 Quiz
3

1

2

Most 
Recent 

3

 2



+  + + 

Overall Course Grade 
Calculation

Standard A     Standard B     Standard C    Standard 
D

3  3   2 3

2.75

S

1-6

11  4 Standards 

2.75        4 = 69%
4 categories 
grade scale



Standards Grade 
Calculation

Topic Quiz
Standard A

Standard B

Standard C

3

2

2

Mid-Module 
Test
Standard A 

Standard B

Standard C

4

3

3

Standard A     Standard B     Standard C 
3 2 2

4 3 3
4 4 3

4 3

End of 
Module Test
Standard A

Standard B

Standard C

4

4

3

 3



+  + 

Overall Course Grade 
Calculation

Standard A     Standard B     Standard C

4  3   3

3.33

E

1-6

10    3 Standards 

3.33         4 = 83%
4 categories 
grade scale



Course Grade Scale

The most recent three of the marks entered for a standard will be 
averaged to produce an overall grade for the standard.  Then all of the 
overall standards marks will be averaged together to produce a course 
grade.  The course grade will use the following scale:

E = Excellent (80-100%)
S = Satisfactory (60-79%)
N = Needs Improvement  (42-59%)
U = Underperforming (0-41%)



Go to:

ps.dvusd.org/public

PowerSchool Parent Portal

Students in 1st and 2nd 
grades will receive a grade 
report every quarter.  Parents 
can view student grades and 
attendance on the 
PowerSchool Parent portal. 

https://ps.dvusd.org/public/home.html


If you do not have 
an account, see 
front office for 
access codes. Then 
click CREATE 
ACCOUNT on the 
parent portal.

If you have an 
account, enter 
your Username and 
Password and click 
SIGN IN. 



On the Grades & Attendance page, you will see 
the number of absences your child has had.

You will also see the course grades for each 
course. Click on the course grade to see the 
assignments that were graded for the course.

The citizenship mark for each Special Area 
course is located under the course grade. 



Assignments will be marked with a symbol:

Collected (student has submitted the assignment for a grade)

Missing (student did not submit the assignment)

Exempt (assignment does not count toward the overall grade)

Click on the blue SHOW 
STANDARDS icon   to see the marks for 
the standard(s) measured on the 
assignment.  

When you click on a course grade, you can see a list of grade entries.

Assessment

Assessment

Coursework



Click on the Standards Grades tab to see the overall grades 
for each standard for the marking period. 



Click on arrow beside the course title to expand the selection or click on Expand All.

Note: Citizenship (Conduct) 
marks for non-special area 
courses will be in the 
“Home Room” list. Expand 
the Home Room course to 
see the marks. 



Once the course is expanded, you will 
see the overall average grade for each 
standard for each marking period shown 
as a 4, 3, 2, or 1. 

Not all standards are worked on or 
measured each quarter.



After clicking on the blue SHOW STANDARDS icon, the selection will 
expand to show the standards that were measured and the student’s level 
of proficiency on each standard.

Assessment

Assessment

Coursework



PowerSchool Parent Portal 

Change: No plus or minus indicators No Change: Percentages shown on 0-100% scale
No Change: Citizenship marks on E/S/N/U scaleNo Change: Letter Grades E/S/N/U

2nd Grade Parents will see a few changes from last school year.   

Old View New View



PowerSchool Parent Portal

Change: No plus or minus indicators No Change: Expand to see proficiency marks

No Change: Proficiency marks on 1-4 scaleChange: Scores aligned to actual performance

2nd Grade Parents will see a few changes from last school year.   

Old View New View



Missing Work

An assignment is considered as missing work when it is not 
submitted by the due date. 
Missing work will be treated as such:

○ The assignment will be marked with the “Missing” special code in the gradebook
○ A 49% will be entered as the score for the assignment in the gradebook 
○ No Evidence (NE) will be entered for the standards attached to the assignment
○ If the work is submitted, it will be marked as late and the assignment score (49%) will be changed to 

reflect the student’s actual score with no deductions or penalties



Late Work

An assignment is considered late work when the assignment is 
not submitted by the due date that was established, but is 
submitted by the end of the marking period.

The student will be issued full credit for the work submitted (no 
added penalties or caps on the grade that can be earned).  The 
teacher will mark the student’s assignment with the “Late” 
special code. If the assignment is an assessment, the 
proficiency level of the standards attached will be entered.



Reassessment

Retake: The student completes another assessment of the same learning targets. The 
assessment to be retaken may be in the same format or a different format. The higher of 
the two scores will be entered in the gradebook.

● Students may retake an assessment one time. 

● Students must request to retake an assessment.
○ A  reassessment request must be made within 10 school days after receiving the 

assessment score

● Retakes can be in another format.  

● For Retakes - the original score is replaced, if the new score is higher. The new score 
will not be capped or penalized.  

● Teachers may administer reassessments until the marking period is closed.



Grading Practices
Resources:

www.dvusd.org/grading 

https://www.dvusd.org/grading


Grades 3-6



Citizenship Marks
3rd-8th grades students will receive citizenship marks for each course using this 
grade scale:

E = Excellent
S = Satisfactory
N = Needs Improvement
U = Unsatisfactory



Standards Grade Scale

Students in 3rd through 8th grades will receive marks for their proficiency 
toward the grade level standards using the following scale. 

4 = Highly Proficient
3 = Proficient 
2 = Partially Proficient 
1 = Minimally Proficient
NE = No evidence (missing work)

 



Categories and Weights
Assignments will be entered into the gradebook within one of the following 
categories which will be weighted for calculation of the overall course grade.

ASSESSMENT = 80%
COURSEWORK = 20%
PRACTICE = 0%



Course Grade Scale

Assignment/assessment scores will be averaged to produce an overall 
course grade for the standard.   The course grade will be based upon the 
following grade scale:

A = 90-100%
B = 80-89%
C =  70-79%
D = 60-69% 
F = 0-59%



Grading Guidance Chart 3rd-12th grade



Basic example of the 3rd-12th Grade 
Grading Guidance Chart

 

Give assessment over 2 standards Determine 1-4 score on 
rubric for each standard 

Use chart to identify percentage 
band based on rubric grades 

Enter percentage for the assessment. 
Teacher will determine which % in the 
range to use.

Grade is referenced from proficiency level on 
standards.  Only percentage calculates into 
final grade.

Grade 96% A
● Standard A: 3
● Standard B: 4



Another Basic example of the 3rd-12th Grade 
Grading Guidance Chart

 

Give assessment over 4 standards

Determine 1-4 score on 
rubric for each standard 

Use chart to identify percentage 
band based on rubric grades 

Enter percentage for the assessment. 
Teacher will determine which % in the 
range to use.

Grade is referenced from proficiency level on 
standards.  Only percentage calculates into 
final grade.

Grade 84% B
● Standard A: 3
● Standard B: 4
● Standard C: 3
● Standard D: 2



Go to:

ps.dvusd.org/public

PowerSchool Parent Portal

Students in 3rd-8th grades 
will receive a grade report 
every quarter.  Parents can 
view student grades and 
attendance on the 
PowerSchool Parent portal. 

https://ps.dvusd.org/public/home.html


If you do not have 
an account, see 
front office for 
access codes. Then 
click CREATE 
ACCOUNT on the 
parent portal.

If you have an 
account, enter 
your Username and 
Password and click 
SIGN IN. 



On the Grades & Attendance page, you will see 
the number of absences your child has had.

You will also see the course grades for each 
course. Click on the course grade to see the 
assignments that were graded for the course.

The citizenship mark for each course is located 
under the course grade. 



Assignments may be marked with a symbol. See the 
Legend at the bottom of the page for information about 
the meaning of each symbol.

Click on the blue SHOW STANDARDS icon   
to see the marks for the standard(s) measured 
on the assignment.  

When you click on a course grade, you can see a list of grade entries.

When the “View” link is shown, you can click on 
“View” to see additional information about the 
gradebook entry. 



Click on the Standards Grades tab to see the overall grades 
for each standard for the marking period. 



Click on arrow beside the course title to expand the selection or click on Expand All.



Once the course is expanded, you will 
see the overall average grade for each 
standard for each marking period shown 
as a 4, 3, 2, or 1. 

Not all standards are worked on or 
measured each quarter.



After clicking on the blue SHOW STANDARDS icon, the selection will 
expand to show the standards that were measured and the student’s level 
of proficiency on each standard.

Assessment

Assessment

Coursework



PowerSchool Parent Portal - 3rd-6th Grades

Change: No plus or minus indicators No Change: Percentages shown on 0-100% scale
No Change: Citizenship marks on E/S/N/U scaleNo Change: Letter Grades A-F

Parents will see a few changes from last school year.   

Old View New View



PowerSchool Parent Portal: 3rd-6th Grades

Change: No plus or minus indicators No Change: Expand to see proficiency marks

No Change: Proficiency marks on 1-4 scaleChange: Scores aligned to actual performance

Parents will see a few changes from last school year.   

Old View New View



Missing Work

An assignment is considered as missing work when it is not 
submitted by the due date. 
Missing work will be treated as such:

○ The assignment will be marked with the “Missing” special code in the gradebook
○ A 49% will be entered as the score for the assignment in the gradebook 
○ No Evidence (NE) will be entered for the standards attached to the assignment
○ If the work is submitted, it will be marked as late and the assignment score (49%) will be changed 

to reflect the student’s actual score with no deductions or penalties



Late Work

An assignment is considered late work when the assignment is 
not submitted by the due date that was established, but is 
submitted by the end of the marking period.

The student will be issued full credit for the work submitted (no 
added penalties or caps on the grade that can be earned).  The 
teacher will mark the student’s assignment with the “Late” 
special code. If the assignment is an assessment, the 
proficiency level of the standards attached will be entered.



Reassessment

Retake: The student completes another assessment of the same learning targets. The 
assessment to be retaken may be in the same format or a different format. The higher of 
the two scores will be entered in the gradebook.

● Students may retake an assessment one time. 

● Students must request to retake an assessment.
○ A  reassessment request must be made within 10 school days after receiving the 

assessment score

● Retakes can be in another format.  

● For Retakes - the original score is replaced, if the new score is higher. The new score 
will not be capped or penalized.  

● Teachers may administer reassessments until the marking period is closed.



Grading Practices
Resources:

www.dvusd.org/grading 

https://www.dvusd.org/grading


Thank you for 
coming!


