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1. What is the age requirement for PRE-K? "

Students must be 4 on or before Sept 1, 2023

2. Does Washington County Public Schools have universal pre-k?

Yes, WCPS does offer universal pre-k for 4-year-olds. However, we are required by Blueprint to provide pre-k to
our Tier 1 students. Therefore, we ask for families to list additional choices on the pre-k application, so we can offer
another pre-k site if there are no available seats at the home school. WCPS offers pre-k in every elementary school
and 2 high schools which partners with the Teacher Academy of Maryland program.

3. What is Blueprint for Maryland's Future?

The Blueprint for Maryland's Future was passed by the Maryland General Assembly in 2021 to transform public
education in the state into a world-class education system. There are 5 pillars: Early Childhood Education; High
Quality and Diverse Teachers and Leaders; College and Career Readiness; More Resources for Students to be

Successful; and Governance and Accountability. EfATE
Scanhere to access Blueprint website. # e

g o

[T e, v
4. What are the qualifications for a Tier 1, Tier 2, or Tier 3 student?
A tiered level is determined by the number of individuals living in the household and the incomes for all of those
individuals. A Tier 1 student is defined as whose family income is less than or equal to 300% of the federal
poverty level. A Tier 2 student is defined as whose family income is more than 300% but not more than 600% of
the federal poverty level. A Tier 3 student is defined as whose family income is more than 600% of the federal

poverty level.
Scan here to learn more about the Federal Poverty Level #

5. What is the process for pre-k enrollment?

You will need to complete a pre-k application and provide proof of income. This paperwork can be turned in at any
elementary school or sent to the Early Learning Department at Central Office (either mailed, emailed, or dropped
off in person). Once the application is reviewed, you will receive a pre-k enrollment packet in the mail. Once you
have the enroliment packet completed and have all necessary documentation, you can call the elementary school
your child will attend and make an appointment for final enroliment. The school will finalize when the enroliment
process is complete.

6.Where can | find a pre-k application?

You can pick up a pre-k application at any elementary school or download an application from the Early Learning
Website.

Scan here to access The Early Learning Website # = F ;
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7. Why do you need income documentation with the pre-k application?

The income documentation is used to determine a tier level for state reporting with Blueprint. We do offer
universal pre-k and ALL INCOMES ARE ACCEPTED. Income information does not leave the Early Learning
Department and is not shared with outside agencies.

8. What are acceptable forms of income verification?

The following forms are accepted: 1040 Tax Return, Notarized Letter stating no Legal Proof of Income,
Notarized Letter from Employer with rate/hours worked, SSI Letter with Amount received, Three (3) Current
Pay Stubs with Rate of Pay and Hours Worked, Medicaid, SNAP, MD Medical Insurance Card, Temporary Cash
Assistance, Court Documentation that identifies that Child is in Foster Care, or Homeless/Student in Transition.

*Please note: We need income documentation from every adult living in the household.

9. Why might my child have to attend a school that is not their home school?
Blueprint requires that WCPS provide pre-k access to our Tier 1 4-year-olds. The law mandates a 10:1 student-
to-adult ratio. Therefore, classes may fill with Tier 1 students at a location. If a school does not have spots, we
will offer a pre-k spot at another neighboring elementary school.

10. What is the timeline for notification of pre- acceptance?

Tier 1 and Tier 2 students: Will receive an enrollment packet in the mail after the application and proof of income
are reviewed by the Early Learning Department Please allow 1-2 weeks after application is processed for
enrollment packet to arrive.

Tier 3 Students: Will be considered in the order of the application received and be notified by official placement
by August 1st. Tier 3 students are not guaranteed placement at home school. However, students would have the
option to attend pre-k at another location.

11 .Will my child have transportation?

If your child is attending pre-k in their home school, they would have the option for transportation (as long as not
considered within walking distance). If your child is attending pre-k at a site that is not your home school,
transportation would not be provided.

12. What does a typical pre-k day look like?

Students will have the opportunity to engage in a developmentally appropriate curriculum in ELA, Mathematics,
Science, and Social Studies. The students will also engage in social-emotional learning through play
opportunities throughout the school day. The students will also have time in their day for encore, lunch, recess
and rest time.

13. What is included with WCPS encore?
Encore opportunities may include library media, physical education, music, art, or STEM.

IF YOU HAVE ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS NOT COVERED HERE, PLEASE FEEL FREE TO CONTACT THE OFFICE FOR EARLY LEARNING.

Washington County Public Schools
Office for Early Learning
301-766-8903



