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Early Childhood
Center families

donated cereal for the

. Gommunity Schools oo

Preparing Learners Today for Opportunities Tomorrow.

FLUSHING
CANDLEWALK

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO MADE
THIS A WONDERFUL EVENT!

Thank you to the Flushing Area Chamber of
Commerce and all of the organizations who
joined in the fun and provided a welcoming

atmosphere for the community. We would

like to give a special shout out to all of the
students that volunteered their time and energy
to light the candles that provided a beautiful
entry in the downtown area. Thank you to
the FHS Seniors, FHS Student Leadership

Organization, FHS Student Council, FHS

National Honor Society, FHS Varsity Club,

FHS Rho Kappa Honor Society, FHS Pay
It Forward, and FMS National Junior Honor

Society. Thank you also to the Transportation
Department for their help in getting people
where they needed to go. The entire event was
the perfect start to the holiday season.
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SUPERINTENDENT'S MESSAGE

With our two week break
now upon us, | want to wish
all of you the happiest of
holiday seasons, as we all
look forward to an even more
fulfilling and rewarding 2025.
This year has thankfully
been a very positive one for
Flushing Community

principal in regards to the best
support services available
to them to make sure they
have every opportunity to
thrive academically as well as
mentally.

Knowing the major role that a
student’s social and emotional
well-being plays in

Schools, and | know
2025 promises to
be even better. As
we review the last
four months of this
school year, we are
very grateful that

being able to thrive
in school, our district
has continued to
look for resources

to help all of our
students, our families
and the community.

our schools remain
a flurry of positive
activity, with an
abundance of after-school
programs for our students.
Whether it be our latest

play, concert, or this week’s
“Holiday Collage; student
talent in the arts continues
to be on full display. Our
gyms and athletic venues
have been full of activity,
with basketball, competitive
cheer, wrestling, hockey,
bowling, and skiing well into
their seasons. Knowing how
much these extra-curricular
activities add to the school
experience for our students,
the high engagement level is
so positive to see.

With this current year flying
by, our students have two
short weeks left in the first
semester when they get back
from break, with final exams
being January 15th, 16th,
and 17th for our secondary
students. If you have or know
of a student that is struggling
academically or could use a
little more support, | urge you
to reach out to their building
principal. It is important
that our students finish the
semester strong academically.
There are resources available
to help all of our students.
Please continue to connect
with your child’s teacher and

Matt Shanafelt

With that in mind,
the district has
recently made the
decision to incorporate the
use of therapy dogs in all of
our schools beginning with
the 2025-2026 school year.
We have begun the process
of identifying and training the
first 5 dogs that will serve the
needs of our students at the
Early Childhood Center and
our four elementary buildings,
with the hope of identifying
two more dogs for the middle
school and high school in the
next few months. Based on
the research that supports
the positive impact of therapy
dogs on social-emotional
health, as well as academics,
the district is proud to take
this step in support of all our
students. More and more
schools, as well as hospitals,
funeral homes, prisons,

and nursing homes have
successfully used dogs to
make a positive impact in
people’s lives on a daily basis,
and we look forward to the
same positive impact they
will make in all of our school
buildings next school year.
Again, the first five dogs are
just beginning their training,
so we are about 10-12 months
from having them in our
buildings. There will be more
information provided as we

get closer to having them with
us, but we wanted to share
this positive news with you as
soon as we could. After the
new year, we look forward

to allowing our elementary
students to help name these
puppies, which will certainly
help build excitement for their
arrival near the start of the
next school year.

While | have provided it
the last couple of years, |
once again wanted to share
an underutilized series of
free webinars available to
families at parentguidance.
org.You will see a link to these
resources on our website.
Topics include: mental health,
depression, suicide, self-
worth, self-harm, grief, fatigue,
self-talk, social media impact,
technologies contributing
to depression and anxiety,
and other subjects impacting
our children. This webinar
resource is available to you for
free. We are also continuing
to grow our partnership with
Genesee Health System,
which provides a 24 hour
mental health crisis line (810-
257-3740), as well as other
mental health resources. Our
students’ needs are growing
and private, professional
support can be hard to
access in a timely fashion,
so we will continue to explore
these types of resources. We
look forward to continuing
to partner with you as we
work together to be what
our children need to live the
happy, positive, carefree,
fulfilling, and meaningful lives
that they all deserve.

Thank you all for your
ongoing support of Flushing
Community Schools and |
wish all of you a very “Happy
New Year” as we look forward
to a wonderful 2025 for all of
our students and families.

WEATHER RELATED
SCHOOL CLOSINGS

If Flushing Community Schools closes

due to inclement weather or unforeseen
circumstances, information will be posted on
the district website (www. flushingschools.
org), on the district Facebook page, and X
(formerly Twitter). Notifications will also be
sent out through School Messenger.

TV CHANNELS 5, 12, AND 66 WILL
ALSO BE NOTIFIED. IF YOU HAVE
DOWNLOADED THE FLUSHING
COMMUNITY SCHOOLS MOBILE APP,
YOU WILL ALSO RECEIVE A
NOTIFICATION THROUGH THE APP.

Please note — on wintry days, our buses
need to slow down to ensure everyone’s
safety. Please be sure that your child is
dressed appropriately to stay warm and dry
while they wait. Please also have your child
stand back from the curb so that they are safe
from any vehicle that might lose traction on
the road.

Flushing Community Schools and the
United Way have a long history of working
together to impact the lives of residents in

Genesee County and right here in Flushing.
ONCE AGAIN OUR RAIDER
FAMILY WAS VERY GENEROUS!

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO DONATED
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Thank you for your continued support of our students, staff, and community.

Salvatore Ausiello

_ : Terry Bate
Vice President

Trustee

The following are highlights of the Flushing Board
of Education meetings held on October 8, 2024,
October 22, 2024, and November 12, 2024:

* Recognized Maria Czyzio for her many years of
service to Flushing Community Schools, especially
to the Raider Virtual Academy (RVA), where she
has been instrumental to the overall success of so
many students, as well as the program as a whole.

» Approved the following field trip requests:

- FHS Winter Guard — Winter Guard International
World Championships — April 2-6, 2025 — Dayton,
OH

- FHS Theater Students — 2024 MiFest — December

Eddie Dolgan

Megan LeCureux

Trustee Treasurer
13-14, 2024 — Lansing, MI

* Approved the high bids for the lease of vacant
district owned farmland.

e Approved the purchase and training of therapy dogs
for 2025-2026.

* Approved the request to sell used vehicles and
trailers in partnership with CIS Auctions to the
highest bidders.

* Approved the purchase of two new buses,
competitively bid through the MSBO Bus Purchase
Program.

* Approved the purchase of a new 2024 Ford F-250
Truck from the lowest bidder.

Steve Sheldon
President

Kim Strnad
Secretary

Janice Winkiel
Trustee

Approved the change in start time for future Board
of Education Meetings, during the school year, to
6:00 p.m., starting with the meeting on December
10, 2024.

Heard updates on personnel, curriculum, budget,
legislative, and facilities.

Heard a presentation from Yeo & Yeo of the
financial audit for the 2023-2024 school year and
accepted the 2023-2024 Audit Report.

Heard an update on the bond project.

Heard reports from Student Board Representatives
Allam and Burba on recent activities at FHS.
Heard reports on the state of the schools.

MI HEARTSAFE SCHOOL

We are proud to share that all
seven of our buildings renewed
their Ml HEART Safe certification.
Thank you to our staff members
for going above and beyond

to keep students, staff and
community members safe in the
event of a medical emergency. This designation is valid from 2023-2026.

To receive a Ml HEARTSafe School designation, schools must have:
* A written cardiac emergency response plan and team that can respond
to an emergency during school hours and after-school activities and
sports.

* Current CPR/AED certification of at least 10% of staff and 50% of
coaches, including 100% of head coaches and physical education staff.

* Accessible, properly maintained and inspected AEDs with signs
identifying locations.

* Annual cardiac emergency response drills.

Flushing High School receiving their award at the MDHHS MI
HEARTSafe Schools Ceremony.

December 23rd - January 3rd:
Winter Break

January 6th:
School Resumes

January 15th - January 17th:
FMS & FHS Exams

* Pre-participation sports screening of all student athletes using the
current physical and history form endorsed by MHSAA.

January 17th:
Last Day of 1st Semester

January 20th:
No School - Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

January 22nd:
Early Dismissal
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THE FHS MARCHING BAND

The FHS Marching Band was selected to participate in the Thanksgiving Day Parade in Detroit!
This is Flushing’s first time marching in this event. The parade was a 3 mile loop through
Detroit, where they were surrounded by floats, balloons, and other high school bands that also

participated.

FLUSHING ORCHESTRAS

Flushing High School and Middle School Orchestras presented the 2024 Decomposers Concert.

FLUSHING HIGH SCHOOL
ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME

Flushing High School has always had
an outstanding athletic program that has
earned conference championships, team
awards, individual awards, and several state
championships. More importantly, FHS athletics
has served as an extension of the classroom
to prepare students for life after Flushing High
School. Flushing High School is proud to
announce the Athletic Hall of Fame Class of
2025. The Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony
will take place on Friday, January 24, 2025,
at approximately 8:15 p.m., during halftime of
the FHS Boys’ Varsity basketball game versus
Kearsley High School.
This year’s Hall of Fame class inductees are:
Ed Davidek -1983 - Basketball
Garron Lucius - 2003 - Track and Football
2007 Volleyball Team

COUNSELING
DEPARTMENT

Mrs. Davis
shelby.davis@flushingschools.org
591-3758
Last Names A-H
Traditional Dual-Enroliment

Mrs. Eaton
brea.eaton@flushingschools.org
591-3756
Last Names I-S
AP Testing, GenNet classes

Mrs. Abramson
crystal.abramson@flushingschools.org
591-3760
Last Names T-Z
Career and College Counselor, Scholarships,
FAFSA, NCAA Eligibility

Mr. Lister
kellen.lister@flushingschools.org
591-3757
IEP, ELL, GCI

Ms. Horton
casie.horton@flushingschools.org
591-3759
Counseling Department Secretary/Registrar

GIRLS VARSITY VOLLEYBALL -
2024 DISTRICT CHAMPIONS
Congratulations to the Varsity Girls Volleyball
Team who earned the title of 2024 District
Champions.

VARSITY SWIM

Varsity Swim took 3rd Place in the Flint Metro
League and a new school record was achieved
in the 100-meter breaststroke by Ella Dorcey
with a time of 1:14.33. Great job!

CHEMISTRY CLASS

Chemisty students demonstrated a combustion
reaction through methane bubbles. This
reaction produces carbon dioxide and water
vapor with a large release of energy in the form
of heat and light (fire).
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MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS

DODGEBALL TOURNAMENT
The Annual Dodgeball
Tournament returned on Friday,
November 22nd. Twenty teams of
eight students each participated
in a double elimination
tournament with the eventual
winners, “The Ninjas,” coming out
on top! Thank you to everyone
who participated, volunteered,
and came to spectate the event.
Proceeds from the event will help
purchase equipment for physical
education classes and other
student incentives and events.

BUDDY CLASSROOM
COMMUNITY SERVICE
PROJECT

Mrs. Shields' 2nd grade
classroom and Mrs. Kowalczyk’s
5th grade classroom are buddy
classrooms. Each week the
classrooms get together for
various activities. In November,
the classrooms provided
community service by raking
leaves in a neighbor’s yard.

The neighbor was greatly
appreciative of all their hard work
and cleaning up her yard. Great
job students!

FIRE PREVENTION ASSEMBLIES

First through third grade students participated in fire safety assemblies
in the elementary schools. Firefighters from the Flushing Fire
Department visited and shared information with students about fire
prevention and fire safety. They even brought a fire truck for students to
explore at the end of the assembly!

TRANSITIONS CLASS

The Flushing Middle School
Transitions Class went to The
Way Coffee in Fenton on a field
trip. The Way provides job training
to individuals with disabilities.
Students saw high schoolers like
them working in a part-time job.

5TH GRADE CAMP

Central Elementary 5th grade
students spent the day at Camp
Copneconic in October. The day
included lots of opportunities for
team building, being in nature,
making s’'mores, and enjoying
outdoor fun. Thank you to the staff
and parents that chaperoned this
field trip!

4TH GRADE VETERANS DAY MUSICAL

Fourth grade students from our elementary buildings put on an
outstanding musical performance honoring military personnel for
Veterans Day. All of the members in the audience that have served our
country were presented with a flower to thank them for their service.
The students did a wonderful job and the musical was a wonderful way
of honoring those that have served in the armed forces.

SCIENCE ALIVE

Science Alive visited Central
Elementary for a few days in mid-
October. Central students enjoyed
being up close and personal little
scientists, observing all the animal
friends that were shared. The sloth
was definitely a big hit and who
doesn't like a little hug from a snake?
The staff and students truly can’t wait
to have them visit again.
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SHARK SHUFFLE
Springview’s PTO sponsored the first Shark Shuffle of the year.

Students enjoyed dancing under the glow lights in the gym, eating
snacks, and hanging out with their friends. Some students had fun
watching a movie in the music room as well.

TRUNK OR TREAT

Springview’s third annual Trunk or Treat event
on Halloween was once again a huge hit with
students, staff, and families. Thank you to all
of the families that helped to make this event a
success by donating treats and/or decorating
a trunk and handing out candy. There were
43 cars that participated this year, the largest
number yet! This fun-filled event will hopefully
continue for many years to come.

ELMS HAS HAD A GREAT FALL!

For Halloween, the staff and students dressed up and celebrated with
crafts, movies, parties, and a costume parade.

STUDENT COUNCIL SHOE DRIVE

Throughout November, Student Council hosted a shoe drive by
collecting new and gently used shoes for people in need. Springview
collected a total of 425 pairs of shoes!

DONUTS WITH THE PRINCIPAL

New students were invited to have donuts with the principal to
welcome them to Springview. They enjoyed apple cider and donuts
and were able to visit with Mrs. Mesarosh, Mrs. Sheldon, Mrs. Ruff,
and Ms. Hope.

STEM AT SLOAN MUSEUM

STEM classes attended a field trip to the Sloan Museum. During the trip
3rd and 4th grade students participated in Jitter Critter. Students learned
how to create a complete electrical circuit by constructing friendly critter
robots that move. The 5th and 6th grade students participated in a Trash
Cart Derby. The students learned to reuse, recycle, and reduce the
amount of trash humans make by using old materials to create derby
cars. It was a great learning experience for all.

PROMOTING POSITIVE SCHOOL CLIMATE REWARDS

In the month of October, 5th and 6th grade students earning
Promoting Positive School Climate rewards, teamed up to create
turkeys. Awards for the turkeys were given for Most Creative, Most
Lifelike, and Most Goofy.

GLOW LUNCH

The PTA put on a
Glow Lunch for ElIms
students at the end of
November. Students
ate lunch by black
light, glow sticks, and
neon decorations.
This was a reward
for such a successful
fundraiser in the fall.

CANNED

FOOD DRIVE

The Elms Student
Council is sponsoring
a canned food drive
for the Flushing
Christian Outreach
Center. So far they
have collected over
400 nonperishable and
personal items for the
Flushing community.
Elms Pride is strong
this month!

DONUT DAY

Students brought in their dads,
grandfathers, uncles, and loved ones to
enjoy a donut with them before school.




www.flushingschools.org FLUSHING COMMUNITY SCHOOLS

December 2024 7

WALK FOR THE WIN

Seymour’s annual Walk for the Win was a huge success once again! Students and staff had so much fun rooting for their favorite teams and raising

money for field trips this year. Go Blue and Go Green!

STUDENT COUNCIL VISITS BASE CAMP

Seymour students boarded the buses after school and ventured off to enjoy a couple hours of fun
at Base Camp. They worked together on team building activities and games.

WHERE’S WALDO?

Seymour’s Staff had a blast dressing up for
Halloween!

PUMPKIN CRAWL

Mrs. Bigelow’s Reading
Buddies loved playing
the pumpkin crawl
game. Students
wound up the pumpkin
and watched it crawl

to a word. Once the
pumpkin stopped
crawling, students read
the word and used it

in a sentence. It was

a fun and engaging
way to practice their
phonics skills!

PUMPKIN PATCH

Students at Seymour used their imagination by creating “disguised” pumpkins! The winners of the
Seymour Pumpkin Patch contest this year were Gia Good and Audrey Payne!
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PRESCHOOL NEWS

2+1 PROGRAM -
A GREAT WAY TO GET YOUR
CHILD READY FOR PRESCHOOL

If you are looking for a fun weekly activity for
you and your two-year-old, consider signing
up for Flushing Community Schools’ 2+1
program. This twelve-week program is packed
with lots of activities geared towards getting
your child ready for preschool. This class is
attended by the toddler AND their parent or
adult caregiver. It’s a great way to become
familiar with the Early Childhood Center
(ECC), preschool classrooms, and preschool
teachers. Activities include singing, dancing,
crafts, and story time, all of which help to
improve fine motor skills, gross motor skills,
sensory awareness, and social development.
The evening class meets on Thursdays from
6:00 - 7:00 pm and begins on January 16,
2025. The afternoon class meets on Fridays
from 1:00 - 2:00 pm and begins on January
17, 2025. The cost is $150 for the 12 week
session and payment is due by the first class.

ACTIVITIES

Preschool students have enjoyed many
activities at the ECC including the Turkey
Trot, cereal dominoes, painting to work on
their fine motor skills, many holiday projects
to work on their art skills, reading to work on
their literacy, and using their imaginations to
build things. Preschool is a great way for our
youngest Raiders to build relationships and
learn alongside peers in a developmentally
appropriate atmosphere.

EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER

DK & KINDERGARTEN NEWS
Happy Holidays! We are hoping that you and

your family enjoyed some much needed rest
and quality time during the Thanksgiving
break. A huge thank you to everyone for the
incredible collection of cereal boxes donated
to the Flushing Christian Outreach Center
and for the amazing sponsors who helped
raise over $15,000 as part of the Turkey Trot
to support the PTO and the events they put
on for the ECC students and staff to enjoy.

CELEBRATIONS

The Early Childhood Center has been busy
with many different celebrations. The Turkey
Trot was a huge success! Students enjoyed
jogging around the ECC and meeting up with
their classmates and families at the end of the
route. Students had fun doing their version

of the Macy’s Balloon Parade, learning how
to set their table and use manners during a
real feast and friendsgiving activities, along
with playing gobble, gobble literacy games. All
students were able to participate in the cereal
domino celebration knocking over boxes of
cereal along the hallway. December is full of
spreading cheer and spending quality time
with family and friends.

PLAYGROUND FUN
ECC students enjoyed playing on the

playground with Resource Officer Good.



