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Thank you to all those who have donated to the foodbank.  In 
total we have collected 884 items, including 499 tins and 186 
packets of pasta!
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There have been so many uplifting events this term but 
most recently the Food Bank Collection really showed 
the commitment to kindness from the school community, 
with the final total of over 1000 items donated to help 
local families.  This was swiftly followed by our non-
uniform day that raised nearly £2000 towards the school 
charity, CRY.  
Our students have had a great Autumn Term, with over one 
hundred and twenty-two thousand House Achievement Points 
being issued for positive actions.  It has been my pleasure to 

get to visit lessons and see the great work that students are doing in class, to 
hear from them how this links to their previous learning and what they are doing 
to develop.  Outside of lessons we have celebrated Anti-bullying, Disability 
Awareness and Safeguarding Awareness Weeks.  These have received support 
from outside agencies as well as our fantastic student leaders in the Sixth Form. 

We have started our monthly Parent Forums this term and it has been lovely to 
get to talk to parents and carers face to face.  The forums allow the school to 
come away with actions to move the school forward; if you are a parent and have 
not had chance to come along to one yet, please do consider this for the new 
year.  There is always an update on current projects. We now have access to all 
of the new building and parking. It seems so long ago that the build project 
started in the planning phase and it is fantastic to see it all in action and the artist 
impressions coming to life.  Work on the astro turf is also moving at a pace for a 
Spring Term completion.  

As everyone heads towards the school holidays, I would like to wish everyone a 
happy holiday and I hope that the New Year is a safe and enjoyable start to 
2025.  We look forward to what the Spring Term has to offer. 

Miss Mason, Headteacher 

We are excited to announce that Southam College has successfully 
achieved the 'Wellbeing Award for Schools' accreditation. 

An uplifting term



Fourteen Year 9 students spent the morning at the Institute of Chemical 
Engineering for the Big Bang Fair on Location with Engineering UK. 
They had a fantastic time in the Mining experience, considering how to make 
the process of mining chocolate chips efficient, safe and environmentally 
friendly (while also making the most profit!). After this we had a great time 
looking around the hands-on exhibition, finding out what a career in 
Chemical Engineering looks like and trying out all of the different challenges.

Big Bang Fair on Location

Thank you to all parents/carers and 
students who came along to the Sixth 
Form Open Evening earlier this month. It 
was great to see current year 11 students 
plus a large number of new students 
visiting our school. A brilliant atmosphere 
with over 200 visitors attending the event! 

Well done to our Head students Abby and 
Persia for their excellent speech and all 
student subject ambassadors for their 
effort to lead stalls. Thank you to all 
teachers for showcasing our wonderful 
Sixth Form departments. 

Sixth Form Open 
Evening and Mornings



During Anti-Bullying Week, we are showcasing a series of displays 
centred around the theme of respect. 
One of the highlights was a heartfelt poem emphasising why respect is 
essential in fostering a positive community. 
The displays included various quotes from renowned figures, such as 
Malala  Yousafzai, who said, "We all have the power to make a 
difference ," reminding us that respect is about valuing others. This raised 
the question: is respect something that is earned? Many believe it is, as 
mutual respect often develops through understanding and trust. 
To encourage students in showing respect, we shared top tips such as 
listening actively to others, appreciating diverse perspectives, using kind 
words, and standing up against bullying, reinforcing that respect is not just 
a value but a practice that enriches our school environment. 
Naomi Sutton from Warwickshire Police came to our school to deliver an 
insightful hate crime workshop to students from Year 7 to Year 10. 
Her engaging presentation captivated the students, encouraging them to 
actively participate in discussions about the seriousness of hate crimes 
and their consequences. Through interactive activities, Naomi helped them 
understand the importance of empathy and standing up against bullying. 
The workshop was a valuable 
e x p e r i e n c e t h a t e q u i p p e d 
students with the knowledge and 
tools to foster a more inclusive 
a n d r e s p e c t f u l s c h o o l 
environment.

Anti-Bullying Week 2024



JLR Car Design and Modelling Day  

On Thursday 21st November, Year 12 & 13 technology students took part 
in a Design and Modelling Day delivered by Jaguar Land Rover.  
During the introduction to the presentation, students were asked about their 
particular interest in design, with them offering answers from CAD, concept 
cars, product design to just being mad into cars generally.  
Concept design was then explored, the new (contentious) branding of the EV 
Jaguar was lightly debated, with JLR's emphasis being on sustainability, brand 
identity and the importance of the client experience. Students were given the 
opportunity to design their own Land Rover concept and were aided in their 
sketches by the experienced team. 
This then led onto a presentation of career opportunities within JLR. Students 
were told in detail about the range of apprenticeships available annually, where 
those courses would take them into their careers as well as the support and 
pay structures and invaluable tips were shared on improving your chance of 
success in having your application accepted. The JLR team even went on to 
share their personal experiences of life as a new apprentice/ degree student 
within the corporation, to allay any doubts or concerns newcomers may have 
about fitting into the company culture. 
After the break, teams split up into teams and carried out a range of activities 
including working on a scaled down clay wrapped model car. Students were 
encouraged to try the different sculpting tools, let their guard down and explore 
the different carving techniques, there were no rules to what they were allowed 
do. 
Secondly they were given a selection of exterior paint and interior swatch 
choices to see how design concepts are created and colour pallets chosen. 
Thirdly they had a similar set up but this time it was with the steering wheel, 
looking at fabrics, fixings, levers, pulling them all together to complete the 
finished product. The teams were rotated to give everyone a taste of the JLR 
design journey. 

By the end of the presentation the students had been given a nose to tail 
introduction to JLR and felt the overall experience had certainly been a 
valuable one. 
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Southam College 
Christmas Trees 

Kindly donated  
by Mr Gary Collins of Deppers 

Bridge Christmas Trees 
07768 594 363



Christmas Tree Festival 

Sidh in Year 8 has done an incredible 
achievement by individually raising £828 for 
the school charity CRY.  Sidh rode 100 miles 
on a bike and was sponsored for his efforts.  
Well done Sidh! 

This now puts our total above £1000 in our aim to raise 
£15,000 for our charity.  Please donate or get involved!

The Ph i l osophy and E th i cs 
department would like to thank the 
Year 7 students who gave up their 
time to create Christmas tree 
decorations for Southam College's 
entry to the St James Church 
Christmas Tree festival. 
The theme of our tree was 'A 
Christmas Wish for the World' and 
the students put their wishes on the 
baubles and paper chains that 
adorned our tree. 

A special thank you to Mrs Birch for 
organising our space in the festival. 

Visit from Olympian Emily Craig!  
Our Year 10’s had a fantastic start to the 
week this week, with Emily Craig the British 
3 times Olympic medalist coming in to talk to 
our students.  
Emily talked about her journey and the 
determination, strength & courage it took to 
get to her outstanding successes.  Our Year 
10s also were able to ask a variety of 
different questions to upskill and build the 
resilience required to be able to achieve their 
goals. 
Emily also shared around her gold medal 
which was a fantastic experience for all!
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New Bus Bay Opens 
On Thursday 28th November we held the 
opening of the new and larger bus bay, this is 
one of the final stages of our new school 
build.  We were delighted to welcome Mr P 
Catterall to drive the first coach around the 
new bay and break the ribbon, joined by a 
number of Year 9 students.  The bus bay was 
fully operational this morning and gives us 
the space to fit in twice the coaches that the 
old bus bay allowed. 
We know the opening of this space will 
relieve some of the pressures on Welsh 
Road West at the end of the school day and 
when trips return.  Thank you to all members 
of the community for your patience and 
support over the last three years, as the new 
build process was completed. 
We look forward to enjoying the school going 
forward. 

Volunteering visit to Galanos House - Christmas prize bingo! 
The Sixth Form Wellbeing Team went along to Galanos House to spend time 
getting to know the residents through chatting and playing Christmas prize bingo 
together! 

It was fantastic to see the inter-generational relationships building as we think it 
is important to give students the opportunity to initiate, build and strengthen 
connections with the older generation.  

Well done to the students for showing kindness and engaging so respectfully. It 
was a pleasure to see you all interacting, giving up your time and spreading 
some Christmas. A memorable afternoon for all involved.  

 Mrs Campbell-Birch 
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