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The single-screen theater now seafs
520 with a larger stage and new
sound and projection equipment

Director, Restaurateur McG to Run Iconic NB Venue

B By EMILY SANTIAGO-MOLINA

NEWPORT BEACH Last weckend
marked the notable return of the Lido The-
ater at the Via Lido Plaza after undergoing
a multi-million-dollar restoration and adding
famed Hollywood director MeG, who is best
know for directing “Charlie’s Angels™
movies in 2000 and 2003, as its new operator.

The overhaul puts the spotlight on yet an-

other revitalization project in the Newport
Beach neighborhoods of Lido Marina Village
and the Balboa Peninsula

“It's a domino effect,” Bob Olson of R.D.
Olson told the Business Journal

Olson has set the standard with the center-
piece of this area - Lido House Hotel, which
opened in 2018 as part of the Marriott’s Au-
tograph Collection. The 130-room boutique
hotel replaced the former city hall and has in-

jected a major hospitality element to the arca.

Local operators have pointed to the current
management of the Lido Marina Village
and its recent renovations as another catalyst
10 the upgrades. Property owner DIJM Cap-
ital has polished the almost 78,000 square
feet of retail and restaurant space at the cen-
ter since its acquisition in 2013, and even
added Redwood West as a new owner-part-
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OC’s Private Schools See Rlslng Popular1ty

EDUCATION: Increased interest

in personalized education, rigor

5] By YUIKA YOSHIDA

ORANGE COUNTY

Enrollment figures at
local private school re-
flect how some Orange
County familics are in-
creasingly opting to en-
roll their children in
private over public education

For the 2023-24 academic year, 50,294 students
cnrolled in a local private school, up 4.1% from the
2020-21 school year, according to data from the

Parents face the hard
choice of what school to enroll their children in
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W Lrivale Schools 38 Catholic private high school Cristo Rey offers a corporate work study program
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Local Brewery X opens outlet
at Sheraton San Diego Hotel

Samuelis gift $3M to Chapman University
for Holocaust Art & Writing Contest

MBA SCHOOLS
See page 22

The Sama Ana Cuty Council greenlll Related Camot-
nia’s $3B mixed-use project

Santa Ana OKs City’s
Largest Development

REAL ESTATE: $3B Related
Bristol set to open near SCP
B By PARIMAL M. ROHIT

SANTA ANA — The largest private investment
for a development project in Santa Ana’s history
was greenlit by the City Council on Oct. 1, opening
the door for Related California 1o convert 41 acres
of land into a mixed-use destination with apart-
ments, cafés, outdoor spaces, restaurants, shops and
other uses across from South Coast Plaza.

The $3 billion redevelopment project would be

W Related Bristol 8

Giant electronics distribution company Ingram
Micro going for public listing

[ngram Micro Set for
Return to Wall Street

TECH: Distribution giant
may see $1B+ in proceeds
B By KEVIN COSTELLOE

IRVINE — Ingram Micro Corp., the electronics
and technology distnibution colossus, plans to go
public with an initial public offering that reportedly
could raise more than $1.25 billion

Owned by billionaire Tom Gores' Platinum Eq-
uity, Ingram Micro already dwarfs sales of other
local private firms, posting more than $48 billion
in net revenue last year and a global workforce of
more than 24,000,
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Private Schools
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California Department of Education.

By contrast, Orange County's public
schools have declined 4.2% during the same
period to 437,276 in the 2023-24 school year.
Enrollment has fallen for seven consecutive
years at OC’s public schools since the 2017-
18 school year, when they reported 487,525

students,

Whether it’s for the academic rigor,
smaller class sizes, onerous state regulations
or faith-based education, private schools may
offer something families can’t necessarily
find at public schools.

The Business Joumnal's Special Report this
week focuses on education, including our an-
nual lists of community colleges and MBA
programs (see page 15).

Here's a look at four of Orange County’s
top and emerging private schools. m

Cristo Rey: The School That Works

SANTA ANA — Once a week, students
at Cristo Rey Orange County High
School go to a corporate job. That’s on top
of their regular academics.

Cristo Rey's motto is “the school that
works” because of its Corporate Work
Study Program integrates professional work
experience with schoolwork.

“They're really building a resume that
colleges want and that prepares them 1o suc-
ceed in life,” President Stephen Holte told
the Business Joumnal.

The Catholic private school opened in
Santa Ana in August 2023 and is in its sec-
ond year of operation with 144 freshman
and sophomore students.

It's among 40 schools within the national
Cnisto Rey network, originally founded in
Chicago in 1996.

Cristo Rey currently partners with 42
local companies in its work program includ-
ing City of Hope, Northgate Gonzilez
Markets and apparel brand 5.11 Tactical,

They cover a wide range of industries to
best fit a student’s interests and skills, Holte
said.

Students can work entry-level jobs in the
corporate offices of these companies, gaining
four years of professional work expenience
on top of four years of college prep curricu-
lum by the time they graduate, Holte said.

The school is intended to be an affordable
option for families who can't afford typical
private schools, having implemented an in-
come ceiling.

Students at Cristo Rey’s end of the year
awards ceremony in May

Holte said the average family at Cristo
Rey makes just over $50,000 for a five-per-
son houschold.

Tuition costs $3,000 annually, but the
school collects about $90 per month on av-
erage from families after scholarships and
eamings from the students’ paid corporate
Jobs, the school’s largest draw, according to
Holte.

Holte expects Cristo Rey to eventually
grow to 400 students and welcome more
than 100 freshman next year.

Besides the work study program, Holte
said Cristo Rey's expanded extracurricular
clubs and faith-based environment are at-
tracting more families to the school.

As founding president, Holte’s main goal
this year is 1o find a permanent building the
school can relocate to by 2026 before it has
a senior class.

“We need that facility to become the
school that our students deserve,” Holte
said.

Fairmont: Oldest Preschool-12th Grade Private
School in OC

ANAHEIM — Fairmont Schools, the
oldest and largest secular, co-educational P-
12 private school in Orange County, is keep-
ing its five locations fresh.

Fairmont, founded in 1953, has three cam-
puses including a high school preparatory
academy in Anaheim, one North Tustin cam-
pus and its latest campus in San Juan Capis-
trano that opened in 2020.
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Approximately 2,600 students are enrolled
across all five campuses.

“We have seen a pretty steady rise,” Chief
Operating Officer Mary Jane Miller told
the Business Joumal.

Miller said Fairmont has seen enrollment
increase across all campuses except for the
Tustin location, which has been at full capac-
ity until recently undergoing an expansion,

The expansion was “a long time coming™
for the Tustin campus, which opened in 1998
and has had long waitlists year after year, ac-
cording to officials. The expansion included
the retrofitting of a 1.5-acre parcel of land for
a new science, technology, engineering, art
and math (STEAM) lab, library and media
center, enhanced assembly hall and theater,
as well as additional classrooms and play-
ground facilities.

What differentiates Fairmont from other
private schools is its counseling services,
Miller said.

The average student to counselor ratio is

%v:h school for STEM by Newsweek in
500-to-1 compared to Fainrmont which has a
ratio of 83-t0-1, according to Miller.

Fairmont is also one of the few private
schools in OC to offer an Intemational Bac-
calaureate (IB) program at the primary, mid-
dle school and diploma levels.

Fairmont previously was a family-owned
school founded by Kenneth Holt before it
was bought by International Schools Part-
nership in 2023 for an undisclosed amount.

The acquisition by ISP, which owns 87
schools in 26 countries, has created more in-
ternational learning opportunities such as a
Model United Nations and cultural exchange
programs at Fairmont.

Tuition at Fairmont varies by grade level
and campus, starting at $18,000 for full-time
preschoolers going up to $31,000 a year for
full-time high schoolers.

TVT: OC’s Inclusive Private Jewish Day School

IRVINE — Tarbut V*Torah Commu-
nity Day School aims to provide strong ac-
ademics combined with solid
character-based values.

“I think families are really looking for a
school that helps ground their children in
values they can live by even once they leave
here,” Head of School Jill Quigley told the
Business Jounal.

TVT is among the largest Jewish commu-
nity day schools in the U.S. with 856 stu-
dents and 150 faculty and staff members.

The school is separated into three units:
the “lower school,” which serves students
in kindergarten through fifth grade, the
“middle school,” serving sixth through
cighth grude, and the “upper school,” serv-
ing grades ninth through 12th,

Enroll has grown conti ly over
10 years with the school receiving 400 ap-
plications on average every year, according
to Quigley.

She attributes the steady growth and
high-volume of applications to several rea-
sons, including the school’s personalized
approach to teaching.

Class sizes are on the smaller side with a
14-10-1 student to teacher ratio, making it
easier for more individualized instruction,
Quigley said.

TVT’s curriculum isn’t bound by Com-
mon Core State Standards (CCSS), so its
academic programs aren't based on the rote
leamning of subjects but rather the “why be-
hind how it works,” Quigley said.

“We’re always looking for curriculum
that’s going to stretch our students and

TVT's late founder Irving “Papa” Gelman with
students

make them think more deeply and have
them take more ownership of their learn-
ing,” she said.

Yearly tuition at TVT ranges from
$33,515 up to $42,700 depending on the
student’s grade level. This year, Quigley
said the school provided more than $5 mil-
lion in need-based scholarships to students.

TVT was founded in 1991 by late busi-
nessman and Holocaust survivor Irving
“Papa” Gelman, who created a textile
company named Domka Inc. after the
Ukrainian woman who hid Gelman and his
family on her farm.

Gelman opened TVT in Costa Mesa be-
fore it relocated to its current 22.5-acre
campus in Irvine on land donated by the
Samueli Foundation.

While the school’s made up of predomi-
nantly Jewish students, Quigley said they
accept families of all faith.

About 25% of the school day is dedicated
to leaming Hebrew and Jewish studies with
the rest of the day focusing on general stud-
ies.

Renascence School’s Trilingual Learning Model

IRVINE — Carrie and Thomas Mizera
wanted to enroll their son in a school with
a good conversational Chinese class but
couldn’t find anything in Orange County at
the time.

That’s when they found a multilingual
immersion school on the East Coast and be-
came inspired to bring the model back
home.

“I was so excited. I had to bring this over
to Orange County for my son, but then, as
we started to share this vision, many people
wanted the same thing for their children,”
Carrie told the Business Journal.

Carrie, who speaks Mandarin Chinese
herself, founded K-12 Renascence School
International with the intention of teaching
students the three most widely used lan-
guages in the world: Mandarin Chinese,
Spanish and English.

Under RSI's model, students learn all
three languages at once by taking certain
subjects in different languages.

Math and science are taught in Chinese,
English and history are taught in English
and Spanish is its own | ge class.

“We've seen students who had no lan-
guage background in Mandarin Chinese or
Spanish become proficient in the languages
if they start young,” Carrie said. “It's com-
pletely doable.”

By the time they graduate high school,
students eam two Global Seals of Biliteracy
in Mandarin Chinese and Spanish.

The curriculum itself is pulled from
around the world. For instance, its math
program is modeled after the one in Singa-
pore.

Every year, RSI takes its students, accom-
panied by their families, on an overseas trip
to practice the languages they've been

Renascence students visited Taiwan this year
for the school’s annual overseas trip

leaming. This year, they went to Taiwan and
the year before they traveled to Spain.

RSI bills itself as the first wrilingual lan-
guage immersion school in Orange County.

It opened in September 2011 with 17 stu-
dents and has since grown to 220 students
made up of 16 different nationalities.

The school saw enrollment dip to 80 stu-
dents in recent years due a transition period
of the school moving from Costa Mesa toa
temporary location in Irvine.

The lease for its original location expired
and now RSI is looking for a permanent
home.

“It was challenging for some of our fam-
ilies to relocate with us, which we under-
stand, but we feel we're at the right place,”
Carrie said.

Carrie said RSI is also looking to build a
scholarship fund to help families pay for tu-
ition, which currently costs around $20,000
a year depending on the grade level.

Mike Harrah, a Santa Ana real estate de-
veloper who was influential in helping build
the Orange County School of the Arts, is
proposing to bring Renascence school to the
former site of the Orange County Regis-
ter.




	OCBJ_EDUCATION PIECE_10.7.24.pdf
	OCBJ EDUCATION PIECE_10.7.24.pdf

