
Fort Zeller Elementary PTO
September Meeting Agenda

Wednesday, September 6, 2023 @ 6:30 PM

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT: Mrs. Houck
● Kindergarten Meet the Teacher/Bus Ride Night on 8/23 had a wonderful turnout.
● Chalk the Walk – thank you to families!
● 1st & 2nd Grade Meet the Teacher – 9/13 from 5:00-6:30 pm
● Picture Day on 9/13 – we have volunteers from Stone Ridge planning on coming

over to help.
● Safety Drills throughout the month. (Intruder Drill/Interior Threat 9/28)
● Beginning of the Year Assessents (Linkit!, Acadience, Spring Math)
● Family Groups – new this year
● PBIS Report:
Bee Cards!
Think Sheets
Character Trait: Tolerance

○ R.E.A.C.H. Lessons: This first month, all lessons revolve around meeting
the counselor and reminding students about what she does in the school.

TITLE 1 REPORT: Mrs. Houck
● 1. We are currently administering beginning of the year benchmark assessments.

The data will be used to provide the appropriate supports and interventions for all
students. We encourage families to reach out to classroom teachers and reading
interventionists to learn about their child’s performance.

● 2. Friday, September 15th, parents should submit the necessary paperwork to show
that their child completed a summer reading activity. Our summer reading celebration is
on Friday, September 22nd. We will have an ice cream party, each child will receive a
book, and we will have a K-Pets Therapy dog visit the students during the celebration.

● 3. Children’s author Kathy Miller:
● a. https://www.chippychipmunk.com/aboutkathy/aboutkathy.html
● b. Fee: $ 400 /day
● c. A funded program includes:
● 4. 1, 2 or 3 assemblies (300 students per assembly max.
● 5. Books are sold at a discounted price
● 6. 4 free books for library
● 7. 2 free posters
● 8. Chippy Chipmunk mascot costume; worn by an adult
● 9. 4 free books for student giveaways
● 10. 2 free posters for student giveaways
● 11. Free die-cut 2-sided bookmarks to all students & staff
● 12. Option for one 20-minute classroom visit
● d. Since some students don’t purchase books (financial reasons), she wants to know if

PTO wants to purchase books at a discounted price (50% off-$9.98) for each classroom
● TEACHER’S REPORT:

https://www.chippychipmunk.com/aboutkathy/aboutkathy.html


SECRETARY’S REPORT: Need a Secretary
● Motion for Adoption of the May Meeting Minutes

TREASURER’S REPORT: Sara Derr
● Motion for adoption of the May’s Treasurer’s report
● Motion for adoption of 2023/2024 Budget

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Assemblies: Committee Chair, Need Committee Chair
● Holly Serio - Friday, Sept 15 @ 2PM
● Mobile Ag Lab - Spring time

Book Fair: Committee Chair, Amora Cook
● The fall book fair is scheduled to be held Thursday, November 16th - Tuesday,

November 21st. Thursday will be the student preview day. Friday will be the student
buying day. Monday & Tuesday, the fair will be open during parent teacher conferences
for parents or family members to buy books.

Rewards Programs: Committee Chair, Unfilled
● Box Tops - $

Fundraising: Committee Chair, Kristen Martin
● Thoughts on fundraising this fall? Justinos? R&K subs - looking at probably

Mid-October
● Spiritwear - Before Christmas

Race for Education: Tri-Chairs, Amy Shade, Kelly Newswanger, & Bethany Snyder
● T-shirt deadline 9/8
● Race oct. 6th rain date oct 13th
● Packets went home
● Using 99 pledges for donations. Very user-friendly - Review how to search for the

student’s name and how to share on FB
● $10,000 goal with prizes for students as they reach the goals
● Business sponsorships: reach out to people you know that would support both

elementary schools.
● Will need volunteers that day, so maybe a push for paperwork to be completed.

Hospitality: Tri-Chairs, Danielle Gingrich, Erin Horning, & Ashley Anspach



● Hospitality is planning their first back to school treat for tomorrow. Our theme is “We
Cherry-ish a New School Year with You!” Next up will be the November conference
meal. If you have any interest in helping to lead the hospitality committee, let us know!

Gingerbread Shop: Committee Chair, Ashley Weiler
● No updates

Memory Book: Committee Chair, Kelly Mohn
● Need a co-chair

Fun in the Sun: Co-Chairs, Erin Horning & Amora Cook
● No updates

OLD BUSINESS:
● Thank you cards - Fun in the Sun; Scholarship Recipients

NEW BUSINESS:
● Volunteers for picture day - Wed 9/13 - Schedule
● Meeting Dates for the Year -

Wednesday, October 4, 2023
Wednesday, November 8, 2023
Wednesday, December 6, 2023
Wednesday, January 10, 2024
Wednesday, February 7, 2024
Wednesday, March 6, 2024
Wednesday, April 10, 2024
Wednesday, May 8, 2024


