CHARTER SCHOOL
RENEWAL
BEST PRACTICES

A guide through the charter school renewal process for authorizers, charter
schools, and board members. Information provided within this document
should be considered as guidance and not legal advice.
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LEGISLATIVE BACKGROUND

Overview of legislative updates
made to charter renewal
processes

LEGAL BACKGROUND

Legal statutes that guide the
renewal criteria and processes.

PETITION RENEWAL REQUIREMENTS

Required elements of a charter
petition and criteria for renewal
petitions.

PERFORMANCE CATEGORIES
Measures academic performance

on the California Dashboard and

other verified data.

RENEWAL CHECKLIST

Outlines items districts should be
thinking about in preparation for
charter renewals.

RESOURCES

Additional resources and tools to
assist through the renewal
process.
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OUR ORGANIZATION

The San Diego County Office of Education (SDCOE)
ensures organizational efficiency by developing
and administering oversight for the 11 SDCOE-

authorized charter schools. The County Office
also provides technical assistance and training to
San Diego County charter schools and school
districts related to charter school oversight,
operations, and legal requirements.
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AB 1505
(2019)

Made significant changes to
charter school authorization
and renewal.

Includes new timeline for
petition reviews, renewal
based on academic
performance, assignment of
high, middle and low
performance categories, and
updates to Dashboard
Alternative School Status
(DASS) school renewals

AB 130
(2021)

Extended the terms of
charter schools whose
terms would expire(d)
on or between Jan. 1,
2022, and June 30,

2025, by two (2) years

SB 114
(2023)

Extended the terms of
charter schools whose
terms would expire(d)
on or between Jan. 1,
2024, and June 30,
2027, by one (1)
additional year
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Education
Code Section
47607

= Renewal elements

= Academic criteria for High
Performance category
charter schools

= Criteria for Dashboard
Alternative School Status
(DASS) charter schools

= Denial process and criteria
for substantial fiscal or
governance concerns, or
not serving all pupils who
wish to attend

= Revocation process

Education
Code Section
47607.2

Academic criteria
for Low
Performance and
Middle
Performance

category charter
schools

Education
Code Section
47605

Petition criteria for Low,
Middle and High-
Performance category
charter schools
Excludes both, section
(8) 47605(a)(A) and (B)
signature requirements;
and 47605(c)(7) and (8)
community and fiscal
impact, from renewal
petitions
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https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=47607.2.&nodeTreePath=2.3.2.2&lawCode=EDC
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=47605.&lawCode=EDC
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=47607.&lawCode=EDC

RENEWAL TIMELINE

The timeline is based on a 60-75-90-day
timeline.

Step 1
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CALIFORNIA
DASHBOARD

Academic achievement on the California
School Dashboard determines the
charter school’s performance category.

ACADEMIC
ACHIEVEMENT

Renewals are based primarily on academic
achievement of students schoolwide, by
major subgroup, and compared to the
statewide average performance on the
California School Dashboard.

PERFORMANCE
CATEGORY

A charter school’s performance category
determines whether the charter school
may be renewed, and the length of term.
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RENEWAL TIMELINE

Petition Public
Submitted Hearing #1
Deadline for 30-Day . . .
Notice of Renewal First public hearing

Violation EC § 47607(e)

Staff Report
Published

Report must be
published on website
15 days prior to board

action

Public
Hearing #2 &
Action

Second public hearing
and board action

30-Day
Extension

30-Day extension, if
mutually agreed
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AFFIRMATIONS

Contains the necessary
affirmations and assurances
EC § 47605(c)(4)

EC § 47605(d)-(9)

PERFORMANCE

Meets academic performance
as indicated by academic
performance category (High,
Middle, or Low)

EC § 47607 & 47607.2

PROGRAM

Presents a sound educational
program
EC § 47605(c)(1)

PETITION
ELEMENTS

Contains a reasonably
comprehensive description of
all 15 petition elements
EC § 47605(c)(5)(A)-(O)

SUPPLEMENTAL INFO

Financial and Administrative plan
Facilities
Impact Statement
Special Education
EC § 47605(h)

IMPLEMENTATION

Petitioners are demonstrably
likely to implement the
program set forth in the

petition
EC § 47605(c)(2)

dOrviN
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NOTICE OF VIOLATION

Demonstrably unlikely to successfully

implement the program due to substantial fiscal
or governance factors
The charter school is serving all pupils who
wish to attend

EC § 47607(e)
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High Performance (EC § 47607)

A\

Is not eligible for technical
assistance (EC § 47607.3) and,

For the two (2) years prior to
renewal:

* Received all blue or green on
state indicators for
schoolwide; or,

+  For all measurements of
academic performance,
schoolwide performance is the
same or higher than the
statewide average, and a
majority of subgroups
performing below statewide
average, performance is
higher than the statewide
average

Middle Performance (EC § 47607.2)

Does not meet neither high or low
performance category criteria

Low Performance (EC § 47607.2)

.,

*Resource: CDE publishes a list of charter schools and their tier placement with each Dashboard release (https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/ch/performcategory.asp)

For the two (2) years prior to
renewal:

e Received all red and
schoolwide on the state
indicators; or,

* For all measurements of
academic performance,
schoolwide performance levels
are the same or lower than the
state average, and for a
majority of subgroups
performing statewide below
the state average,
performances is lower than
the state average.
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https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/ch/performcategory.asp

APPROVED

Reasons for Approval

= A chartering authority shall

REQUIREMENTS

| High Performance (EC § 47607) | >~ approve tovg t?] Cf;j\_rtir school if it
received the Hig
Is not eligible for technical | Statutes | : Performance category
ist EC § 47607.3) and, '
assistance (EC § Jan w__, * EC§47607(b)and EC | ‘
. 47607(c)(2) I
For the two (2) years prior to |
renewal: = A chartering authority shall l
hart hool if it o ——A
state indicators for Performance category |
schoolwide; or, : Reasons for Denial
For all measurements of [ Torm | l
academic performance, Five (5) to Seven (7) Years I ) ZZS‘ C?:: :xglgoafL:rggtr{err_ay
schoolwide performance is the — . l_ _hLI finding that th
same or higher than the | Petition Requirements | - SChOOI _Upgn a Intmgl a I'kel
: e school is demonstrably unlikely
sta’Fevylde average, and a Petition |ncluldes a rea_lsc_mably to successfully implement the
majority of subgroups comprehensive description of program put forth due to
performing below statewide any new requirement of charter substantial fiscal or
average, performance is schools enacted into law after governance factors or is not
higher than the statewide e LIS e E e serving all pupils who wish to
L average ) granted or last renewed attend (EC § 47607(e))** )




- APPROVED

Reasons for Approval

The chartering authority shall:

= Provide greater weight to performance on measurements of academic

Middle Performing (EC § 47607.2) performance

Does not meet neither high or low

performing category criteria = Consider the schoolwide performance and performance of all subgroups of

pupils served by the charter school on the state and local indicators

= Consider clear and convincing evidence showing either of the following:

= The school achieved measurable increases in academic
achievement, as defined by at least one year’s progress for each
year in school.

——

= Strong postsecondary outcomes, as defined by college enroliment,
| Statutes |

persistence, and completion rates equal to similar peers

EC § 47607(b) and 47607.2(b)

| Term |

*
|
|
|
v
% \

Five (5) Years

Reasons for Denial

| Petition Requirements |

= The school has failed to meet or make sufficient progress toward meeting

= Petition requirements of EC § standards that provide benefit to the pupils of the school and closure is in the
BUELE best interest of students

= Petition includes a reasonably = The chartering authority may deny renewal of a charter school upon a finding
comprehensive description of any that the school is demonstrably unlikely to successfully implement the
new requirement of charter program put forth due to substantial fiscal or governance factors or is not
schools enacted into law after the serving all pupils who wish to attend (EC § 47607(e))**

charter was originally granted or
last renewed.




APPROVED
 reaumements [

The chartering authority may renew charter school if:
| Statutes |

» There is a finding of fact that the charter school is
taking meaningful steps to address the underlying

= EC §47607(b) and EC

|
|
|
|
l cause or causes of low performance as reflected in
| Low Performing (EC § 47607) | 47607.2(a) : a written plsn agoptgd by the charter school’s
. = A chartering authority shall deny | R
'Ifeor:et\tlvil’Fwo (2) years prior to a charter school if it received the | = There is clear and convincing evidence showing
' Low Performance category. : either the school has achieved measurable
» Received all red and == [ Term | o increases in academic achievement (a %ears’
: Il rogress per year), or strong postsecondar
,SCh,OOIW'd_e on the state Two (2) Years **only if findings l gutgomespqual tcz similar p%grs ’
indicators; or, are met (see “Reasons for |
*  For all measurements of Approval” to the right) |
academic performance, | Petition Requirements | |
schoolwide performance levels . _ |
are the same or lower than the = Petition requirements of EC |
state average, and a majority § 47605 |
of subgroups performing : Reasons for Denial
statewide below the state = Petition includes a reasonably >
average, performances is comprehensive description of = The chartering authority may deny renewal of a
lower than the state average. any new requirement of charter charter school upon a finding that the school is
schools enacted into law after demonstrably unlikely to successfully implement
\ / the charter was originally the program put forth due to substantial fiscal or
granted or last renewed governance factors or is not serving all pupils

who wish to attend (EC § 47607(e))**
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| DASS (EC § 47607(c)(7)

Dashboard Alternative School Status
(DASS) schools have their own renewal
criteria and are not eligible to be placed in
a performance category

A

REQUIREMENTS o -——-
|

| Statues

EC § 47607(c)(7)

| Term |

Five (5) Years

| Petition Requirements |

= Petition requirements of EC
§ 47605

= Petition includes a reasonably
comprehensive description of any
new requirement of charter
schools enacted into law after the
charter was originally granted or
last renewed.

APPROVED

Reasons for Approval

The chartering authority shall:

= Consider the schoolwide performance and performance of all subgroups of
pupils served by the charter school on the state and local indicators

= Consider the charter school’s performance on alternative metrics applicable
to the charter school based on the pupil population served

= Alternative metrics as determined in the first year of the charter
school’s term and mutually agreed upon

.

Reasons for Denial

» Specific facts to support findings that closure is in the best interest of
students

» The chartering authority may deny renewal of a charter school upon a finding
that the school is demonstrably unlikely to successfully implement the
program put forth due to substantial fiscal or governance factors or is not
serving all pupils who wish to attend (EC § 47607(e))**




REQUIREMENTS OF

DENALREASON [

C §47607(e)

AUTHORIZER MUST:

d Provide at least a 30-day notice of alleged violation

hartering authority may deny 0 Provide the school with a reasonable opportunity to
| of a charter school upon a cure the violation, including a corrective action plan

t the school is demonstrably provided by the charter school
ccessfully implement the Q After both of the above have been met, the
rth due to substantial Authorizer determines either of the following findings:
nce factors or is not d The corrective action proposed by the
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charter school has been unsuccessful

IR ko attend d The violations are sufficiently severe and

pervasive as to render a corrective action
plan unviable




TIMELINE

A charter school may appeal the denial of a
renewal petition within 30 days of the denial
action taken, to the County Office of Education
(COE)

If County Board of Education approves the
renewal, the COE will continue as the
authorizing agency

COE ACTION

COE REVIEW

COE must perform a de novo review of the petition
submitted. If there are material changes to the petition
submitted to the COE, it will be remanded back to the
district for review and action

If the County Board of Education denies the renewal,
the petitioner may submit an appeal to the State
Board of Education (SBE). Appeals submitted to the
SBE must be on grounds of an abuse of discretion

SBE APPEAL
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RENEWAL
CHECKLIST
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Governing Board Resources/References

0 Update board policies to reflect any legislative changes
O Board information/communications:
Q Is the board informed about how charter school
renewals work?
0 Does the board understand their role and
responsibilities for charter renewals?

« (California School Boards
Association (CSBA) Gamut
Online Policies

« Alameda COE: Charter
Authorizer Support Initiative
(CASI) presentation on board

communication for charter
items

Internal Policies and Procedures

Resources/References

0 Document internal policies and procedures for charter
renewals
O Establish timelines and a way of tracking deadlines
0 Determine how your local educational agency (LEA) will
decide charter term for high performance category:
O Locally established criteria for five (5), six (6), and
seven (7) years
O Board discretion, no criteria

 Timeline sample
« Monday.com
* Microsoft Project
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https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1dUY88F-suhYzSwszdM4D6QF-PbgQqDen?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1dUY88F-suhYzSwszdM4D6QF-PbgQqDen?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1dUY88F-suhYzSwszdM4D6QF-PbgQqDen?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1dUY88F-suhYzSwszdM4D6QF-PbgQqDen?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1dUY88F-suhYzSwszdM4D6QF-PbgQqDen?usp=sharing

Determine members of the petition review team

Determine what legal counsel can support questions that
arise, or portions of the review if needed

Petition Review Checklist (including renewal requirements)
Staff Report Template

oo OO0

Items Needed for Review

O Charter petition submission from petitioner:
O Petition and Appendices
Q Verified Data (if applicable)
O Dashboard results for two (2) years prior to renewal:
O State and Local Indicators
O Schoolwide data
Q Data for all subgroups that the charter serves
O California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress
(CAASPP) Results for two (2) years prior to renewal:
O May consider current CAASPP results, even if they are
not reflected on the most recent Dashboard

« SDCOE Renewal Petition
Checklist (also includes which
staff are reviewing which
sections)

« Staff Report Samples

Resources/References

* Consider utilizing OneDrive,

Google Drive, Dropbox, or other

alternative for receiving
submission documents. Many
of these documents are too
large to submit via email.
 Charter School Performance
Tier
» (California School Dashboard
« CAASPP Results
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https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1ZlO60hdmja5rHHlKTkPuLfIiP1XzL5T4?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1ZlO60hdmja5rHHlKTkPuLfIiP1XzL5T4?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1wfDrO3aczsO6SBf0D5aoDS1Zg1lL_awP?usp=drive_link
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/ch/performcategory.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/ch/performcategory.asp
https://www.caschooldashboard.org/
https://caaspp-elpac.ets.org/caaspp/DashViewReportSB?ps=true&lstTestYear=2024&lstTestType=B&lstGroup=1&lstSubGroup=1&lstSchoolType=A&lstGrade=13&lstCounty=00&lstDistrict=00000&lstSchool=0000000

Items Needed for Review (Cont.) Resources/References

O Fiscal or Governance Concerns:
O Notice of Violation and supporting documentation
O Charter response

O Not Serving All Students Who Wish to Attend Concerns:
O Notice of Violation
0 Supporting documentation
O Charter response

0 Student Demographic Data:

O Including students with disabilities, English Learners,
Foster Youth, Homeless Youth

4 Charter school data
O Geographic area data (local district(s) in which charter
is located)
0 CDE Enroliment Data:

0 Request may be made at the conclusion of the year
prior to the charter school’s expiration (EC §
47607(d)(1)).

Student Demographic Data:

 CDE Dataquest

« Ed Data (Educational Data
Partnership)

* Local charter school data

CDE Enrollment Data:

* Requests should be made to:
ResearchDataRequests@cde.ca.gov,
including the authorizing
agency’s name, charter school’s
name, charter number, years of
data requested, and EC
reference that correlates to data
requested.

» https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/ch/enr
olldata.asp

LSITAO3IHO
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https://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/
https://www.ed-data.org/
mailto:ResearchDataRequests@cde.ca.gov
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/ch/enrolldata.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/ch/enrolldata.asp

Action Notifications

After the governing board takes action, the following
notifications are required to take place (EC § 47604.32(e) and
CCR Title 5 11962.1):

If Renewed:

O Notification letter of action taken to CDE and SDCOE
O CDE Renewal Coversheet

O Provide a copy of the petition to both CDE and SDCOE

U Provide a copy of the meeting minutes of the public hearing
and action to both CDE and SDCOE

Q If low performing: A copy of the written plan adopted by the
governing board of the charter school and charter board
meeting minutes at which the plan was adopted.

If Denied:
[ Notification Letter of action taken to CDE
L Notification Letter of action taken to SDCOE

Resources/References

CDE Renewal Notifications:
» https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/ch/re

newalprocess.asp#notify

SDCOE Notifications:

* Please send notifications and
additional documents of charter
actions (approval or denial), to
charters@sdcoe.net.

LSITAO3IHO
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https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/ch/renewalprocess.asp#notify
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/ch/renewalprocess.asp#notify
mailto:charters@sdcoe.net




California Department of Education
» CDE Charter Renewals

= Charter School Performance Category Data Files

= Determining Charter School Performance Categories
= Renewal Webinar (2024)

= (California Charter Schools and Terms

= Approved Verified Data

= Verified Data — Definition of One Years’ Growth

= Renewal Petition Review Matrix
= Sample Staff Reports
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https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/ch/renewalprocess.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/ch/performcategory.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/ch/documents/categoryflyer.pdf
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/ch/csdweb032624.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/ch/renewalprocess.asp#terms
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/ch/verifdata.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr23/documents/may23item02.docx

charters@sdcoe.net
https://www.sdcoe.net/charter

kristin.armatis@sdcoe.net



mailto:charters@sdcoe.net
https://www.sdcoe.net/charter
mailto:kristin.armatis@sdcoe.net
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