
Native Youth Conference in Washington, DC  
Who: All MSBSD Indian Education verified students in grades 9-12 are encouraged to apply 
and ten will be selected 

What: Native Youth Conference  

Where: Washington, DC 

When: April 26, 2025- May 3, 2025 

Application Deadline: January 8, 2025 

Cost: Included Items listed below will be paid by MSBSD Indian Education Grant 

Included:  

● Roundtrip airfare  
● Transportation to and from the airport in the Washington, DC, area (not 

Anchorage).  
● Hotel accommodations 
● Three meals per day during the program (high school program begins with dinner 

on arrival day and ends with breakfast on departure day). 
● All in-town DC transportation 
● Instruction during the event 
● Academic materials 
● 24-hour supervision-Night monitors 
● Access to Georgetown University Children’s Medical Center 
● All entry fees included in the program. 
● All tips/gratuities 
● Group photo. 
● Certificate 
● Souvenir 
● Secondary medical and liability insurance  

Not Included:  

● Transportation to and from Anchorage Airport 
● Meals during travel days on April 26th and May 2nd-3rd 
● Spending money for any additional expenses or souvenirs students may need/want. 

 

 

 



Timeline 

● January 8, 2025 
○ Application Deadline 

 (All applications must be submitted by this date) 
● January 24, 2025 

○ Selected Individuals and Alternates Announced 
 (Candidates selected for participation will be notified) 

● January 29, 2025 
○ Mandatory Parent Meeting 
○ Time: 6:00 PM (via Zoom) 

● February 26, 2025 
○  Travel and Hotel Information Available 

● April 26, 2025 
○ Travel Day to Washington, DC 

● April 27 - May 1, 2025 
○ Native Youth Conference 

 (Conference activities, workshops, and sessions) 
● May 2, 2025 

○ Travel Day from Washington, DC 
 (Return travel to home locations, may extend into May 3, 2025) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Sample Schedule 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Application Process  
Application Deadline: January 8, 2025, the answers may be submitted in written form, 
an audio-visual presentation, or an in-person conversation at a PAC meeting. 

SELECT ONE APPLICATION METHOD 

1. Written Form: Email written form applications to chasitie.cork@matsuk12.us. 
Be sure to include your full name, grade, and school along with written or typed 
answers to the four questions below. Please email your recommendation to 
chasitie.cork@matsuk12.us before the deadline. 

2. In-person Conversation: If you would like to participate with the in person 
conversation application email chasitie.cork@matsuk12.us with your full name, 
grade and school along with your parents email to send the zoom link for the 
January meeting with the IEA PAC. Be prepared to answer the four questions. 
Please email your recommendation to chasitie.cork@matsuk12.us before the 
deadline.  

3. Audio-Visual Presentation: Please follow the directions below on uploading your 
presentation. Please email your recommendation to chasitie.cork@matsuk12.us 
before the deadline.  

Follow these steps to upload your audio-visual presentation to Google Drive and share it with a 
school district employee. 

Step 1: Prepare Your Audio-Visual Presentation 

• Ensure your audio-visual presentation is in a compatible file format (e.g., .mp4, 
.mov, .avi, .mp3, .pptx). 

• Check that the file is saved on your computer or device. 

Step 2: Sign in to your MSBSD Google Drive 

1. Open your web browser and go to Google Drive. 
2. Sign in using your Google account (e.g., school-issued account). 

Step 3: Upload the Presentation to Google Drive 

1. Once you are logged in, you will be on your Google Drive homepage. 
2. Click on the "+ New" button on the left side of the screen. 
3. Select "File upload" from the dropdown menu. 
4. Browse through your computer or device and locate the audio-visual presentation 

file you want to upload. 
5. Select the file and click Open. The file will begin uploading to Google Drive. 

o A small upload progress box will appear in the bottom-right corner. Wait 
until the upload is complete. 

Step 4: Organize Your File (Optional) 

1. Once the file is uploaded, it will appear in your Google Drive. 
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2. If you want to organize your file, you can create a folder: 
o Click on "+ New" > "Folder". 
o Name the folder and click Create. 
o Drag and drop your file into the folder for better organization. 

Step 5: Share the Presentation 

1. Right-click on the uploaded file or folder (or click the three vertical dots next to it). 
2. Select "Share" from the dropdown menu. 
3. In the "Share with people and groups" field, enter the email address of the school 

district employee you want to share the presentation with 
chasitie.cork@matsuk12.us. 

4. Choose the level of access you want to give them: 
o Viewer: They can only view the file. 

5. (Optional) Add a message to explain the file or provide context. 
6. Click Send to share the file. 

Step 6: Verify Sharing Settings 

1. After clicking Send, ensure that the school district employee’s email address 
appears in the list of people you have shared the file with. 

Step 7: Confirm the Employee Has Access 

1. Send an email to chasitie.cork@matsuk12.us to confirm they received the 
shared presentation. Include your full first and last name in the email and that 
you applied for the Native Youth Conference.  
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Application Questions for High School Indian Education Students to Apply to 
attend the Native Youth Conference in Washington, DC 4/26/25-5/2/25. 

Overview: This conference aims to empower Alaska Native/American Indian youth by 
fostering leadership skills, cultural pride, and awareness of critical issues affecting 
Indigenous communities. The selection process will identify students who are enthusiastic 
about advocating for their communities and learning about Indigenous sovereignty. 
Students will be asked to present answers to questions in the selection criteria below. 
These answers may be submitted in written form, an audio-visual presentation, or an 
in-person conversation at a PAC meeting. 

Selection Criteria: Applicants must address all the prompts to the best of their 
understanding. 

1. Community Engagement: 

○     Please describe how you demonstrate active involvement in your 
community that reflects your commitment to Indigenous issues and 
cultural preservation. 

2. Understanding of Community Issues: 

○     Provide a brief description of the most pressing issues facing your 
community. This may include topics like access to education, health 
disparities, environmental concerns, or language and cultural 
preservation. Explain why these issues matter and how they impact youth. 

3. Concept of Tribal Sovereignty: 

○     Describe what Tribal sovereignty means to you. Highlight your 
understanding of self-governance, the rights of Tribes, and how this 
impacts your community and identity. 

4. Cultural Living and Expression: 

○     Share how you actively live and express your culture in your daily life. 
This could include sharing traditions, language use, ceremonies, and 
community gatherings. Illustrate how these lifeways shape your identity 
and worldview. 
○     . 

5. Recommendations: 

○     Provide at least one letter of recommendation from a teacher, 
community leader, or Tribal citizen who can attest to your engagement 
and understanding of your culture and community issues. 

Additional Information: Applicants should be currently MSBSD IEA enrolled high school 
students. A personal interview may be conducted as part of the selection process. 

Conclusion: 

This conference is an opportunity for students to deepen their understanding of their 
culture and community while connecting with other Indigenous youth. We encourage all 
eligible students to apply and share their voices and experiences. 

  



 

 

 

Rubric for Application Questions and Recommendation: Native Youth 
Conference in Washington, DC (4/26/25-5/2/25) 

This rubric is designed to assess the qualifications of high school students applying to 
attend the Native Youth Conference in Washington, DC. Each section of the application 
will be evaluated based on the quality and depth of the responses. Students are 
encouraged to provide thoughtful, authentic, and well-articulated answers that 
demonstrate their engagement with Indigenous culture, community, and sovereignty. 
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