
 

 

October 07, 2024 
 
Washington County Public Schools 
10435 Downsville Pike 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 
 
Re: Follow-Up: Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS) Phase 5 Sampling 
       Old Forge Elementary School, 121-0009 
 
Dear Jonathan Kerns: 
 
Enclosed in this letter are the PFAS results for the samples collected from your system on September 
16, 2024. The Maryland Department of Health Laboratories Administration tested the sample for 25 
PFAS under U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Method 533. 
 
The EPA recently announced finalized regulatory standards for six of the most prevalent PFAS 
compounds: PFOA, PFOS, PFBS, PFHxS, PFNA, and HFPO-DA (GenX). Under EPA’s new 
regulations, non-transient non-community water systems will be regulated and required to monitor 
for PFAS on a routine basis. All public water systems under these regulations will be required to 
begin monitoring for PFAS by 2027 with requirements to be in compliance by 2029. 
 
These PFAS compounds were detected in your water sample at the concentrations listed below. 
Under each PFAS compound are the individual Maximum Contaminant Levels (MCL) or Health 
Based Water Concentrations (HBWC) in which the EPA regulations are based. 
 

Sample PFOA  PFOS  PFBS  PFHxS  PFNA  HFPO-DA 
(GenX)  

Hazard 
Indexa  

 MCL – 4.0 ppt MCL – 4.0 ppt HBWC - 2000 
ppt MCL - 10 ppt MCL - 10 ppt MCL - 10 ppt HI - 1.0 

TP01 19.9 82.3 3.74 66.5 1.45 <RL 6.8 
 Results in red show concentrations that exceed EPA's regulations. <RL = Reporting Limit 

a The Hazard Index (HI) considers the combined concentrations of PFBS, PFHxS, PFNA, and HFPO-DA, in 
drinking water.  HI greater than 1.0, is a violation of the EPA MCL. 

 
For a full breakdown of all 25 PFAS analyte concentrations, refer to the results attached. 
 
 
 
 



At these elevated levels, we recommend you take the following actions: 

• Discontinue use of your system’s water. Use of bottled water for consumption is
recommended until a long-term solution is put in place.

• Issue a tier II public notice notifying your consumers within 30 days. To assist you with
the public notice, we have drafted the attached notice for your review. This is the same notice
that was provided prior to sampling.

• Develop a plan to reduce PFAS in your drinking water. Short-term solutions may include
setting up a contract to purchase bottled water or hauled water, on an emergency basis.
Longer term reduction strategies may include acquiring alternative sources of drinking water
(i.e., drilling a new well, connecting with a larger nearby water system, etc.), or installing
treatment to remove PFAS (i.e., granular activated carbon, ion exchange resins, high pressure
membrane systems). Plans should be implemented as soon as practical.

Prior to modifying or installing new treatment, a water and sewerage construction
permit will need to be obtained.

For public schools and non-profit water systems, funding is available for projects addressing PFAS 
through the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (Bipartisan Infrastructure Law). The funding 
solicitation period generally runs from December to January. For information about funding and 
for technical assistance, reach out to your MDE county engineer, Kristy Jones at 
kristy.jones1@maryland.gov. 

For more information about PFAS monitoring and reporting requirements, please refer to the EPA 
fact sheet linked below: 

EPA: PFAS Monitoring and Reporting Fact Sheet 

If you have any other questions, contact me at 410-537-3065 or Diana.Kremer@maryland.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Diana Kremer 
Water Supply Program 

mailto:kristy.jones1@maryland.gov
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2024-04/pfas-npdwr_fact-sheet_monitoring_4.8.24_0.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2024-04/pfas-npdwr_fact-sheet_monitoring_4.8.24_0.pdf
mailto:Diana.Kremer@maryland.gov















