
Homeless Education Technical Assistance 
Center (HETAC)

Welcome! We will begin momentarily.
Please say hello in the chat!



About the HETAC

The California Homeless Education Technical 
Assistance Center (HETAC)
• Is funded by the California Department of 

Education to serve as the state’s homeless 
education technical assistance center

• Is operated jointly by the Contra Costa, 
Los Angeles, and San Diego County 
Offices of Education

• Learn more about the HETAC that serves 
your county on the HETAC website 
contact us page

https://www.hetac.org/about/contact
https://www.hetac.org/about/contact


Webinar Logistics

This webinar is being recorded and will be posted within one week to the 
HETAC website at www.hetac.org/resources/hetac-resources

The webinar recording and materials also will be sent to webinar 
attendees following the webinar

All attendees are muted

Please use “Q&A” to submit questions

Attendees may turn on or disable closed captioning

https://www.hetac.org/resources/hetac-resources


Recording…



Homeless Education Technical Assistance 
Center (HETAC)

Homeless Education Data 101: Accessing and Utilizing Key Data for 
Practical Use and Program Improvement

December 4, 2024



Our Time Today

• Data Sources (What is available? Where do I get access?)

• New CA School Dashboard Data

• Identify different uses for different data types 
• Learn what reports and tools are available to the liaison to help with 

budgeting, awareness raising, targeting training, and ensuring 
continuous program improvement

• Frequently Asked Data Questions



CA Department of Education Data

• The California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System 
(CALPADS)

• DataQuest

• California School Dashboard

• GIS Map feature



Data Collection

• Data collection starts at school with the 
housing questionnaire.

• Under California Education Code §
48851, local educational agencies 
(LEAs) must administer a housing 
questionnaire to all students annually to 
ensure the identification of children and 
youth experiencing homelessness.

• Once the housing questionnaire is 
completed, that data should be 
consistent with the student information 
in CALPADS.



LCFF Report 1.17



Report 5.5: Homeless – Student List



Report 5.4: Homeless Students Enrolled



DataQuest

• Provides data and statistics about California’s K–12 public 
educational system.

• Supports a wide variety of informational, research, and policy 
needs.

• Summary and detailed data reports are available for multiple 
subject areas at the school, district, county, and state levels.



DataQuest Reports

• Annual Enrollment (Census)
• Graduation Rate (Outcomes)
• College Going Rate
• Suspension/ Expulsion 
• Absenteeism Data
• Stability
• Homeless by Dwelling Type (Cumulative) 



Select Level and Subject



Select Criteria and Report



Insert Data Slides





















Definitions 

Cohort Graduation Rate: The four-year adjusted cohort 
graduation rate (ACGR) is the number of students who graduate 
from high school in four years with a regular high school diploma 
divided by the number of students who form the adjusted cohort 
for the graduating class.
Cohort Students: The four-year cohort is based on the number 
of students who enter grade 9 for the first time adjusted by 
adding into the cohort any student who transfers in later during 
grade 9 or during the next three years and subtracting any 
student from the cohort who transfers out, emigrates to another 
country, transfers to a prison or juvenile facility, or dies during that 
same period.









2022-23 Cumulative Enrollment
by Dwelling Type



State’s accountability measuring and 
tracking performance levels and 
change

1. Academic Indicators 
 English Language Arts/ Literacy
 Mathematics

2. English Learner Progress Indicator
3. Graduation Rate 
4. Chronic Absenteeism (K-8th)
5. Suspension Rate
6. College/Career Indicator



English 
Language Arts 

• The homeless student group 
scored 70.4 points below standard.

• English Language Arts assessments 
include students in grades three 
through eight and/or grade eleven



Mathematics

• The homeless student group scored 
106 points below standard.

• Mathematics assessments include 
students in grades three through 
eight and/or grade eleven



Chronic 
Absenteeism 

• 32.7 percent of homeless students 
in grades kindergarten through eight 
were chronically absent in the 2023-
24 school year.

• Chronic absenteeism includes 
students who were absent for 10 
percent or more of total school days.



Graduation 
Rate

• Total homeless students: 39,280

• 75.7 percent of homeless students 
graduated in the 2023-24 school 
year.



Suspension 
Rate
• 5.7 percent of the homeless student 

group were suspended for at least one 
day.

• The percentage includes students in 
kindergarten through grade 12 who 
have been suspended at least once in 
a given school year. 

• Students who are suspended multiple 
times are only counted once.

© 2023 CA Homeless Education Conference



Questions?



Homeless Youth Data Webpage

• Link to the Geographic 
Information System (GIS)

• Descriptions and links to 
Census Day Enrollment and 
Annual Enrollment

• Definitions
• https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/

sg/homelessyouth.asp

https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sg/homelessyouth.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sg/homelessyouth.asp


Graphic Information System (GIS)

• GIS software allows users to analyze and visualize data in a 
geographic display

• Interactive tool!

• Homeless census day enrollment school district

• Homeless enrollment change by district









Questions?



CARS Data

• The Consolidated Application and Reporting System (CARS) is a data 
collection system to apply for Categorical Program Funding via the 
Consolidated Application (ConApp)and to report on the use of those 
funds

• ConApp is used by the California Department of Education (CDE) to 
distribute categorical funds from various federal programs to county 
offices, school districts, and direct-funded charter schools throughout 
California



CARS Homeless Education Questions

• Homeless Liaison Contact Information 
• Training Information 



CARS Homeless Education Questions

• Whether the LEA has Written Homeless Education Policy
• Indicate whether the LEA uses a housing questionnaire
• Title I, Part A Homeless Expenditures (if applicable)



CARS Data

County Offices of Education can use Countywide CARS information to:

• Determine professional development and training opportunities for 
the various stakeholders

• Identify Homeless Education Board Policy approval dates by each 
LEA to provide support, as needed

• Review LEA Title I, Part A reservation funds for homeless education –
amounts and uses to provide support, as needed



Questions?



Data Collection and Use

1. Collect various types of data 
2. Analyze data patterns 
3. Generate hypotheses 
4. Goal-setting 
5. Design specific strategies 
6. Define evaluation criteria 
7. Make the commitment 

DEMOGRAPHICS
Enrollment, Attendance, 

Drop-out Rate, Grade Level

PERCEPTIONS
What does the data 

indicate? 

SCHOOL PROCESS
Board Policy, School 

Programs, and 
Processes



Questions to Ask

● What do you hope to learn?
● What patterns do you see?
● How will you use this information 

to inform your program or plan?
● Who do I need to connect with?



Analyzing Data Patterns

• Based on all the data we have and the 
patterns we have observed, what are 
some of the problems that have 
emerged from the data? 

• What in our systems and practices is 
causing students to have these 
problems? (generate hypothesis)

• Prioritize problem areas



Other Data to Consider

When determining which demographic data to collect, the goal is to 
thoroughly know the school population in order to clarify problems and 
needs. 

Data could be collected that track the following: 
• Mobility patterns in and out of grades and schools 
• Student transportation needs 
• Rate of enrollments in special programs, such as English as a second 

language (ESL), special education, or after-school programs 
• Neighborhood characteristics 
• Parent involvement 
• Behavior and social problems of students 



Program Improvement

• Use the data to determine what types of training and support is 
needed at the LEA.

• Develop a Leadership team: Homeless Education Liaison, Attendance, 
Leadership.

• Identify an outcome of improvement to set for students.
• Project one year toward that goal. 
• What outcome will you set for yourselves to attain within a year? 
• Discuss what your data will look like a year from now when you’ve 

achieved this goal. 



Data-Driven Decision Making

• Focus staff development programs as an improvement strategy to address 
documented problems/needs 

• Budget allocations to programs based on data-informed needs 
• Staff assignments based on skills needed as indicated by the data
• Goal-setting based on data about problems and possible explanations
• Staff meetings that focus on strategies and issues raised by the local school’s 

data 
• Regular parent communication regarding the progress of their children
• Administrative team meetings that focus on measured progress toward 

data-based improvement goals 



Questions?



Coming Up…

December 12, 2024
3:00-4:30 on Zoom
Topic:  Frequently Asked Questions. 

Register Here: https://lacoe-
edu.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAode-
vpj0jGt303BJ0qOa85fQQcLenCSIr

https://lacoe-edu.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAode-vpj0jGt303BJ0qOa85fQQcLenCSIr
https://lacoe-edu.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAode-vpj0jGt303BJ0qOa85fQQcLenCSIr
https://lacoe-edu.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAode-vpj0jGt303BJ0qOa85fQQcLenCSIr


Thanks for Joining Us!

Please take a few minutes to fill out this brief evaluation
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