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Important 
Terms

Multilingual Learner - 
The new term created to honor the asset-based mindset of the 
NJDOE

ML

ELL
English Language Learner - 
This term has been retired as the new Bilingual Code 
goes into effect

Dynamic Learning Maps - 
DLM assessments are accessible to students with 
significant cognitive disabilities for whom general state 
assessments are not appropriate, even with 
accommodations. 

DLM

World-Class Instructional Design & Assessment - 

WIDA Consortium is a consortium of 41 states dedicated to the design 
and implementation of high standards and equitable educational 
opportunities for Multilingual Learners.

WIDA

IMPORTANT TERMS



Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM) Alternate ACCESS

● DLM assessments are accessible 
to students with significant 
cognitive disabilities for whom 
general state assessments are not 
appropriate, even with 
accommodations. 

● DLM assessments offer students in 
grades three through high school a 
way to show what they know and 
can do.

● An ML who is identified with 
significant cognitive disabilities and 
who is unable to take ACCESS for 
ELLs, even with accommodations, 
can be considered for participation 
in WIDA Alternate ACCESS.

● State and federal laws require all 
MLs to participate in annual ELP 
assessment. 



If a student takes the DLM, 
then the student must take 

the Alternate ACCESS.

WIDA ACCESS Participation Decision Tree



During the 2023-2024 school year:

● North Plainfield had two students who were 
administered the Alternate ACCESS assessment.

● N2Y Unique Learning Systems (ULS): Our Special 
Education self-contained classes now have their own 
curriculum providing a more accurate depiction of 
students abilities based on their specific learning needs.

● For the 2024-25 school year:
○ North Plainfield will have approximately 10 students 

who will take the Alternate ACCESS.  

Alternate ACCESS for ELLs



Questions?


