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Welcome and 

Introductions



ÁTEA 

ÁETS 

ÁPearson

ÁESC

ÁREMINDER:  This training does not take the place of 
reading the appropriate manuals.

Introductions
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Student Assessment 

Overview



New Organizational Structure
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Strategic Plan
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Texas Assessment System
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Á The STAAR Interim Assessment System is an optionalTEA tool to help 
ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜŀƪƴŜǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ 
predict student performance on STAAR.

Á The STAAR Interim Assessment System is available for districts at no 
cost through the STAAR Online Testing Platform, and the interims are 
not tied to accountability.

Á Items for the STAAR Interim Assessments are developed with Texas 
teachers and fully aligned to the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills 
(TEKS).

Interim Pilot
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ÁGrade 3ς8 mathematics and reading in year one.

Á Uses STAAR Online Testing Platform.

Á Two-section design allows for a shorter overall test τsections are 
interactively selected for each student by an algorithm.

Á Administration flexibility throughout year for two testing 
opportunities.

Á Provide teachers with actionable information to tailor instruction to 
ƳŜŜǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ

Interim Pilot
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Key Dates for Year 1 (Spring 2018)

Á TAA and Information packet posted January 5th.

Á Training webinars on interim assessments are January 8 and 9, 2018.  

ÁOnline registration begins January 9, 2018.

Á Year 1 online interim assessment window is January 29ςMarch 23, 
2018.

Interim Pilot
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Á Year 1 pilot participation ςemail the Student Assessment Division at 
StudentAssessment@tea.texas.gov

ïPilot participation includes feedback opportunity to guide future 
development

Á Year 2 operational launch ς2018-2019

ïIncludes 2 test opportunities with longer administration windows 
available in the fall and spring

ïAdditional content areas ςEnglish I, English II and Algebra I

ïSpanish versions will be available for grades 3-5

ïContent and language supports will be available

ïMore robust online reporting suite

Interim Future Plans
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TEA is working to improve the summative assessment experience over 
the next five years.  Included:

Á Interim Assessments

ÁWorking group feedback

ïWriting pilot

ïOnline Assessments

ïTechnology Enhanced Items

Assessment Future Plans
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Assessment Lifecycle
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ÁSTAAR Alternate 2 and TELPASτcurrently provided online only

ÁSTAARτavailable online for ALL students

ïGreater accessibility options

ïMore flexibility in testing schedules

ïStudents are more engagedτdigital learners

ïEliminates inventory management

ïNo more bubble sheets

ïFaster test results

Online Assessments
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Á PilotτSpring 2018

ïOPTIONAL section after the online STAAR assessments

ïOnly available to online testers

ïSample itemsτnot specifically aligned to TEKS

Á Purpose

ïAllows for higher order thinking

ïCreates more engaging content

Á Item Types

ïDrag-and-Drop

ïHot Text

ïMultiple Select

ïConstructed Response/Equations

Technology Enhanced Items
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Policy Updates



ÁGiven the impact of Hurricane Harvey, the commissioner has removed 
some SSI requirements for all districts in the 47 county Presidential Disaster 
Declaration.

ïWaived the requirement for the creation of a Grade Placement Committee.

ïWaived the requirement to provide a 3rd testing opportunity in June. However, 
districts will be able to continue to administer the June test if they believe it to 
be in the best interest of their students.

Á Districts will have local discretion on whether each student should advance 
to the next grade.

Á The district testing coordinator must provide written notification to ETS by 
May 4, 2018 indicating that his or her district does not wish to participate in 
the in the June 2018 STAAR grades 5 and 8 retest administration.

ÁMore information on the procedures involved is available at this link.

Student Success Initiative (SSI)
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ÁFor a student receiving special education services who fails 
STAAR the first time he or she takes it, an Admission, Review, 
and Dismissal (ARD) committee meeting* MUST be held before 
the student is administered STAAR for the second time. 

ÁThe ARD committee MUST determine 
ïhow the student will participate in an accelerated instruction 

program and 

ïwhether the student will be promoted or retained based upon 
the ARD committee determination that the student has made 
sufficient progress in the measurable academic goals in the 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ L9tΦ LŦ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜŘΣ ǊŜǘŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘΦ 

Student Success Initiative (SSI)
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Á If the student retests in a subsequent administration of STAAR and 
does not meet the passing standard, then the ARD committee must 
document in the IEP (through an ARD committee meeting or an 
agreement to amend the IEP) 

ïadditional accelerated instruction,

ïwhether the student will retest, and 

ïwhether the student will be promoted or retained. 

ϝL59! ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ά²ƘŜƴ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘƛƴƎ ώ!w5 ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜϐ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎΦΦΦǘƘŜ 
parent of a child with a disability and a public agency may agree to use 
alternative means of meeting participation, such as video conferences 
ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŎŀƭƭǎΦέ  όоп /Cw §300.328).  However, for the meeting 

required after the first time a student takes and fails STAAR, a meeting 
does not include an agreement to amend the IEP.

Student Success Initiative (SSI)
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Á The dictionary policy is being extended to include grades 3ς5. 

Á Districts must ensure that dictionaries are available to all students 
taking 

ïSTAAR grades 3ς8 reading;

ïSTAAR grades 4 and 7 writing;

ïSTAAR English I, English II, and English III;

ïSTAAR Spanish grades 3ς5 reading; and

ïSTAAR Spanish grade 4 writing. 

Á The updated STAAR Dictionary Policyƛǎ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ¢9!Ωǎ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ 
Assessment Division website.

Updated Dictionary Policy
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Á Calculators now will be required for STAAR grade 8 science. 

Á Districts must ensure that students have access to a calculator with 
four-function, scientific, or graphing capability when taking the 
STAAR grade 8 science assessment. 

Á The updated Calculator Policyƛǎ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ¢9!Ωǎ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ 
Division website.

Updated Calculator Policy
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Á Based on the implementation date established by the Braille 
Authority of North America (BANA), braille versions of STAAR will be 
offered in Unified English Braille (UEB), as well as English Braille 
American Edition (EBAE), beginning with the April 2018 
administration.

Á Contracted and uncontracted braille test materials in both UEB and 
EBAE will be available.

Á Districts will indicate the correct braille format in the Assessment 
Management System for each student taking a braille version of 
STAAR. 

Braille Tests
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Á Beginning with the 2017ς2018 school year, the Texas Assessments of 
Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) tests will no longer be administered. 

Á Former TAKS examinees (including former Texas Assessment of 
Academic Skills [TAAS] and Texas Educational Assessment of Minimal 
Skills [TEAMS] examinees) have the option to take an alternate 
assessment, including STAAR EOC assessments, to fulfill their 
graduation testing requirements. See TAC §101.4003.

Á These former examinees also have the option of a district decision. 
The commissioner rules for the district decision should be posted 
later this month from the Curriculum Division.

ÁMore information is available on the TAKS ǿŜōǇŀƎŜ ƻƴ ¢9!Ωǎ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ 
Assessment Division website.

TAKS Examinees
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Á Plan to produce prior to major school/testing events, i.e.:

ïJanuary, beginning of spring semester

ïMarch, prior to first round of spring tests

ïMay, prior to second round of spring tests

ïAugust, beginning of school year/fall semester

ïNovember, prior to December tests

Á First edition was published in October 2017. 

Á Next edition will be published in January 2018.

Student Assessment Newsletter
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Á Sent via GovDelivery to 

ïSuperintendents

ïDistrict testing coordinators

ïStudent assessment listserv

Á Posted on the following webpages

ï²ƘŀǘΩǎ bŜǿ ƛƴ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ

ïStudent Assessment Correspondence with Districts

Á Link being provided in the upcoming CAO newsletter scheduled to 
ƭŀǳƴŎƘ ƛƴ ƭŀǘŜ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлму ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ /!hΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ 
info as DTCs.

Student Assessment Newsletter
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Á Emails

ïOne weekly update

ÅVendor updates for next two weeks

ÅETS/Pearson every other week

ïSpecial emails sent to specific districts (e.g., those that have not 
returned testing materials)

ïEmails from TEA regarding policy changes

Á TETNs

ÁWebinars

Other Communication
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Á For the 2018ς2019 school year

ïThe assessment year will shift from a calendar year to an 
academic year

ÁOnline Coordinator Manual

ïUpdated in August for academic year

ïIndexed and Searchable

ÁOnline User Guide

Á Digital Calendar of Events

Next Steps in Development
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Á Provide better data validation

Á Spring 2018 ςdistrict input through 
DWG and TSNAP events

Á Revised process in 2018-2019 DCCM

Á Better data validation for better 
reporting

Online ADPL
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Test Administration



Á Posted online at 2017-2018 School Year.

Á Revised version sent and posted on September 11, 2017.

2017ð2018 Testing Calendar
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Á Posted online at

https://tea.texas.gov/student.ass
essment/manuals/dccm/.

Á Can be found in the 
Coordinator Manual.

Á Poster version delivered with 
the Coordinator Manual.

2018 Calendar of Events
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Á The 2018 District and Campus 
Coordinator Manual is posted 
online and scheduled to be sent 
to districts this week. 

Á https://tea.texas.gov/student.ass
essment/manuals/

Manuals and Resources
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Á The 2018 STAAR Test Administrator Manuals are scheduled to be 
posted online in January and sent to districts in February. 

Á https://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/manuals/

Manuals and Resources
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Á Additional manuals and 
other resources have 
been/will be posted.

Á https://tea.texas.gov/student
.assessment/manuals/

Manuals and Resources
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Á The Student 
Assessment Division 
has created a new 
webpage that includes 
links to the Texas 
Education Code (TEC) 
and the Texas 
Administrative Code 
(TAC) that pertain to 
the Texas assessment 
program.

Á http://tea.texas.gov/st
udent.assessment/Cod
e_references/

Manuals and Resources
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House Bill 1164τ2-year project passed by the 84th Texas Legislature in 
2015 for 2016ς2017 and 2017ς2018 school years.

Calls for a proposed alternative assessment method designed to assess 
ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎΥ

ÁaŀǎǘŜǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢9Y{ ƛƴ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƛƳŜŘ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǎŀƳǇƭŜǎ˟

Á Improvement in writing skills from the beginning of the school year 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ȅŜŀǊ˟

Á!ōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǊƻǳƎƘ ŘǊŀŦǘ ǘƻ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘ˟ 
and

Á Ability to produce more than one type of writing.

Writing Pilot
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Classroom Writing Samples
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Timed

WritingSample 1

(finalproduct 
producedin one 

classperiodfrom a 
list of prompts)

Instructional
WritingProcess 

Sample 1

(planning, drafting, 
revising, editing, 
publishing, and 
final product)

Instructional
WritingProcess 

Sample 2

(planning, drafting, 
revising, editing, 
publishing, and 
final product)

Timed

WritingSample 2

(finalproduct 
producedin one 

classperiodfrom a 
list of prompts)

School Year



Á Analytic 6-point rubric

Á Designed by Texas teachers

Á Roll out in January 2018

Á Creates opportunity for additional participants

Á Provides more actionable feedback for teachers and students

New Rubric
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Á Plan to create a TEKS correlation document and resources links to 
Gateway.

Á Districts will be provided with year-end data that shows the 
calibration of raters, distribution of scores across the campus/district, 
and other points of interest.

Á Educators involved in the pilot will have the opportunity to 
participate in ongoing professional development and statewide 
conversations focused on writing instruction.

ÁGrades 4 and 7 are not required to participate in STAAR. This will not 
affect accountability.

Pilot feedback
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Á New Processes 

ïRangefindingwith Texas Educators

ïTEA Staff Back Reads 

Á Double Blind Holistic Scoring

Á 2017-2018 Rescore Requests

Constructed Response Scoring
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Test Security



Testing

ґ

Stopped 
Instruction

Testing Environment
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Á Create a secure, positive environment for testing. 
ςTurn off all communication devices.
ςAn instructional environment should be maintained during testing windows. It 

is not necessary to conceal or remove instructional or reference materials in 
the testing area, the classroom, or hallways unless they could provide a direct 
source of answers for the subject-area assessment being administered. 

Examples of content-specific materials: 
ς Math tables for addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division facts during 

mathematics assessments. 
ς Graphicscontaining tested information such as moon phases, the water cycle, 

or human body systems during appropriate grade level scienceassessments. 
ς Historical timelines or lists of historical figures and their accomplishments 

during social studies assessments. 

Administration Guidelines
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Á Confirm each student has his or her own precoded answer document or 
online testing ticket if testing online.

ÁOnce a student has completed testing, you must collect their testing 
materials. Then, you may allow them to leave the area or provide them 
with an instructional activity (i.e., guided reading activity) while other 
students continue testing.

Administration Guidelines
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Á Contaminated documents
ςSecurely transcribe to a clean document if possible.
ςIt is NOT NECESSARY to keep or return contaminated documents 

to the test vendor.
ςNote the bar code information for test booklets or answer 

documents.
ςSecurely DESTROY the contaminated document.
ςNotify the assessment vendor of the destroyed documents (see 

DCCM for additional details).

Á Ensure careful inventory of all test booklets and answer documents.

Á Students may have clean, blank scratch paper during all assessments.

ςScratch paper may be lined, unlined, or graph paper and should be 
collected and securely destroyed after each testing session.

Material Handling Guidelines
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Á Procedures for maintaining the security and confidentiality of 
assessments are specified in the following guides.

ïDistrict and Campus Coordinator Manual

ïTest Administrator Manuals

ïTest Security Supplement

Test Administration Materials
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Á Removed test booklet seals.

Á Added references to STAAR Alternate 2 test item image cards.

Á Added requirement to review any allowed or approved technology to 
ensure it does not violate test security or confidentiality.  

Á Added new security oath for individuals proctoring the TELPAS Rater 
Training Calibration activity. 

Changes in 2018 Test Security Supplement
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Incidents resulting in a deviation from 
documented testing procedures are defined as 
testing irregularities. Test irregularities are 
viewed by TEA as falling into one of two 
categoriesτseriousor procedural.

Testing Irregularities
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A person who engages in conduct prohibited by the Test Security 
Supplement or other test administration materialsmay be subject to the 
following penalties:

Á placement of restrictionson the issuance, renewal, or holding 
of a Texas teacher certificate;

Á issuance of an inscribed or non-inscribed reprimand;

Á suspensionof a Texas teacher certificate for a set term; or

Á revocationor cancellation of a Texas teacher certificate.

Penalties for Violation of Security
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ÁReflect minor errors or deviations in testing procedures

ÁDo not represent severe breaches in security or confidentiality

ÁDo not require a call to TEA unless guidance is needed by the 
district

ÁDo not require supporting documentation

Procedural Irregularities
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ÁConstitute severe violations of test security or confidentiality.

ÁMust be investigated by the district testing coordinator.

ÁMust be reported to TEA as soon as the district testing 
coordinator is made aware of the situation.

ÁCan result in the individual(s) responsible being referred to the 
TEA Educator Certification and Standards Division for 
consideration of disciplinary action.

Serious Irregularities
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Conduct that constitutes a serious testing irregularity may include, but is 
not limited to, the following:  

Ádirectly OR indirectly assisting students with responses to test 
questions

ςproviding, suggesting, or indicating a test question response 

ςaiding or assisting a student with a response or an answer to a 
secure test question

ςidentifying incorrect responses for students

Serious Irregularities
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Conduct that constitutes a serious testing irregularity may include, but is 
not limited to, the following:  

Átampering with student responses 

ςŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ƻǊ ŀƭǘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ƻǊ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƻ ŀ 
secure test item

Áfalsifying TELPAS holistic ratings or STAAR Alternate 2 student 
responses

Áviewing secure test content before, during, or after an 
assessment unless specifically authorized to do so

Ádiscussing or disclosing secure test content or student responses

Serious Irregularities
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Conduct that constitutes a serious testing irregularity may include, but is 
not limited to, the following:  

ÁǎŎƻǊƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǘŜǎǘǎΣ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ƻǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ

Áduplicating, recording, or electronically capturing confidential test 
content unless specifically authorized to do so

Áfraudulently exempting or preventing a student from 
participating in the administration of a required state assessment

Áreceiving or providing unallowable assistance during the TELPAS 
calibration activities

Serious Irregularities
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Conduct that constitutes a serious testing irregularity may include, but is 
not limited to, the following:  

Áencouraging or assisting an individual to engage in the conduct 
described previously or in any serious violation of test security 
and confidentiality

Áfailing to report to an appropriate authority that an individual 
engaged in any of the events listed previously or in any other 
serious violation of security and confidentiality  

Serious Irregularities
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Á Investigate and report serious testing irregularities to TEA as soon as 
the district coordinator is made aware of the situation.

Á Conduct a prompt investigation.

Á Submit an Online Incident Report.

Á Submit any other required information to Student Assessment within 
10 working days.

Reporting Serious Testing Irregularities
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Accessing the Online Incident Report Form

Reporting Online
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Questions?



Accessibility 

and PNP 



Á Dictionaries for reading and writing in grades 3-5 are no longer a 

designated support, but part of the STAAR Dictionary Policy.

Á Projection devices and amplification devices moved to accessibility 

features.

Á Sticky notes tool added and pencil functionality expanded in the online 

test. 

Á Authority for decision for math manipulatives and supplemental aids 

has been expanded to include additional campus-level teams.

Á Content and language supports have been combined into one and new 

specific braille instructions for students who take STAAR braille and are 

eligible for these supports have been created. 

New For 2018: STAAR Accessibility

61



Á TELPAS added to Spelling Assistance and Complex Transcribing 
policies. 

ÁOnline spelling assistance tool added as a new embedded support.

Á Photocopy now part of Large Print and Other designated supports.

ÁάD!έ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘƛƻƴ ōǳōōƭŜ ƻƴ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǘƻ ά5{Φέ

Á New email address for assessments for special populations team is 
assessment.specialpopulations@tea.texas.gov. 

New For 2018: STAAR Accessibility
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ïcan be found in the District and Campus Coordinator Manual and on 
the Accommodations Resources webpage

ïare available to any student who regularly benefits from the use of 
these procedures or materials during instruction

ïdo not need to be documented in student paperwork or answer 
document/STAAR Assessment Management System

ïmay require the student to complete the test in a separate setting in 
order to eliminate distractions to other students and ensure that 
security and confidentiality of the test is maintained

ïcannot be required for use during testing

Á Coordinators are responsible for ensuring that test administrators 
understand the proper implementation of these procedures and use of 
these materials.

Accessibility Features -
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Á Signing test administration 
directions 

Á Translating test administration 
directions 

Á Bilingual dictionary (word-to-word 
translations; no definitions or 
examples) for mathematics, science, 
and social studies assessments

Á Read test aloud to self (e.g., PVC 
pipe, recording device)

Á Reading aloud or signing the 
expository or persuasive writing 
prompt 

Á Reading assistance on the grade 3 
mathematics test

Á Scratch paper (or any medium that 
can be erased or destroyed)/Sticky 
notes tool 

Accessibility Features 

Á Color overlays or online color setting
Á Blank place markers/online guideline 

tool
Á Magnifying devices/online zoom 

feature
Á Highlighters (including online tool), 

colored pencils, or crayons
Á Tools to minimize distractions or to 

help maintain focus (e.g., stress ball, 
headphones, instrumental music)

Á Individual or small-group 
administrations

Á Reminding students to stay on task
Á Amplification devices (e.g., speakers, 

frequency-modulated [FM] systems)
Á Projection devices (e.g., closed-circuit 

televisions [CCTVs] or LCD projectors 
for online tests) 

64



Á These include twelve supports that may be made available to 
students who meet eligibility criteria. 

Á Eligibility decisions are made by the appropriate team of people at 
the campus level based on the eligibility criteria and are documented 
in the appropriate paperwork. 

Á Each document is organized the same way.
ïDescription of Accommodation

ïAssessments

ïStudent Eligibility Criteria

ïAuthority for Decision and Required Documentation

ïExamples/Types

ïSpecial Instructions/Considerations 

Locally -Approved Designated Supports

65



Á Designated supports are intended for students who are approved to 
use them based on the decisions of the appropriate committee (e.g., 
ARD committee, 504 committee, LPAC, RTI committee, or student 
assistance team). 

ÁWhen RTI committees or student assistance teams make decisions, 
ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀƛƳŜŘ ŀǘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ consistent academic 
struggle in a specific area even after intensive instruction and 
remediation. 

Á For example, supplemental aids should not be confused with 
common study aids used by students who are not struggling 
academically.

What is the Purpose of Designated Supports? 
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Á Basic Transcribing

Á Braille 

Á Calculation Aids 

Á Content and Language 
Supports 

Á Extra Time 

Á Individualized Structured 
Reminders

Locally -Approved Designated Supports

Á Large Print

ÁManipulating Test Materials

ÁMathematics Manipulatives

ÁOral/Signed Administration 

Á Spelling Assistance 

Á Supplemental Aids 
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Á For any grade 4 student who is taking the STAAR writing test online, the test 
ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊ Ƴŀȅ ǘǊŀƴǎŎǊƛōŜ όƛΦŜΦΣ ǘȅǇŜύ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ 
prompt into the online test. The student does not have to be eligible for Basic 
Transcribing to receive this assistance and it does not need to be documented in 
the Assessment Management System. 
ïNote: This is not a requirement of the administration and decisions regarding 

this provision must be based on individual student need. 

Á ¢ƘŜ ǘŜǎǘ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊ ǘǊŀƴǎŎǊƛōƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ Ƴǳǎǘ Řƻ ǎƻ ƛƴ 
ŀŎŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƎǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ŦƻǊ .ŀǎƛŎ ¢ǊŀƴǎŎǊƛōƛƴƎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ ¢9!Ωǎ 
Accommodations Resources webpage. 

Á Students in all other grades and subjects must meet the eligibility requirements 
for Basic Transcribing if this accommodation is needed. 

Á TEA is considering adding this policy to the list of Accessibility Features for the 
2018-2019 school year. 

Basic Transcribing: Grade 4 Writing  
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Á The student must be given the full time allotted to complete the entire 
test. It is allowable for the student to review the transcription and make 
any edits within the time constraints of the assessment. 
ïThis means that the student can change his or her response ONLY within 

the time limit of the test (i.e., 4 hours, 5 hours, or extra time). 

ÁLŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǎǘ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ ƻƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
answer document/STAAR Assessment Management System after the 
testing period has ended, the student may not edit his or her response. 

Á It is recommended that the test administrator ensure that he or she can 
ǊŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
student leaving the testing room. 

Basic Transcribing: #7 Special 

Instructions/Considerations  
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Á Disability that affects math calculations (grades 5-7) 
ïThis is a problem adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing using paper 

and pencil that can be caused by various reasons, including (but not limited 
to) a 

o learning disability in mathematics calculation
o ADD/ADHD
o behavioral or emotional problem
o processing or memory issue

ï¢ƘŜ !w5 ƻǊ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ рлп ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ 
documentation and instructional supports and determine if this evidence 
ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ Řƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŎŀǳǎŜǎ ƘƛƳ ƻǊ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ 
calculating with pencil and paper. 

o If the student is currently receiving this accommodation in classroom 
instruction, there should be documented evidence of why this is 
necessary.

Calculation Aids: 

Student Eligibility Criteria 
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Á The use of a calculation aid as a designated support on STAAR 
should not replace the teaching of basic computation skills as 
outlined in the TEKS. If a student is using a certain calculator (e.g., 
scientific, graphing) during classroom instruction, it is important to 
be aware of any functions on that device that could compromise the 
teaching of those skills. As such, district and school personnel should 
give careful consideration before recommending the use of these 
devices for the assessment. 

Calculation Aids: #2 Special 

Instructions/Considerations 
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Á TEA is considering changing the calculator policy for the 2018-2019 
school year by disallowing scientific and graphing calculation aids. 
Consideration is being given to adding a four-function calculator to the 
ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǘŜǎǘǎ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŜƳōŜŘŘŜŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻǳǊ-
function calculator applications could also be used. 

ÁMake sure that the student has learned the skill and uses the calculator 
only as an accommodation. 

ïFor instance, the student may demonstrate knowledge of the skill without 
the use of the calculator on a few questions/assignments and uses the 
calculator for the remainder. 

Calculation Aids
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Á During the 2017 administrations, the majority of students taking an 
online test with embedded supports (i.e., content supports, language 
and vocabulary supports, text-to-speech) received ALL supports. 
Therefore, content and language supports are combined into one 
embedded support for the 2018 administrations. 

Á Documentation (e.g., IEP, IAP) that still lists these as two separate 
supports may be amended; however, this is not required. For instance, 
if the paperwork says the student will receive content supports. The 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ²L[[ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎΧ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎΦ 
Just make sure all parties are aware of the changes.

Content and Language Supports 
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Á Evidence of reading difficulties 
ïThis is a problem with reading that can be caused by various reasons, 

including (but not limited to) a 
o learning disability in reading
o ADD/ADHD
o behavioral or emotional problem
o processing or memory issue

ïThe appropriate team of people at the campus level (i.e., RTI team, Section 
рлп ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΣ !w5 ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜύ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ 
documentation and instructional supports and determine if this evidence 
indicates a reading difficulty. 

o If the student is currently receiving this accommodation in classroom 
instruction, there should be documented evidence of why this is 
necessary.

Oral/Signed Administration 
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ÁFor students who are deaf or hard-of-hearing who are eligible for 

ςContent and Language Supports, AND 

ςOral/Signed Administration (but are not able to access text-to-
ǎǇŜŜŎƘύΧ 

ÁA signed administration is allowed for those parts of the test that can 
be read aloud. Test administrators should be trained using the 
Oral/Signed Administration Guidelines and also read the specific 
guidelines for signing test content included in the General Instructions 
for Administering State Assessments to Students Who are Deaf or Hard 
of Hearing document. 

Oral/Signed Administration 
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ÁSimilar to 2017 administrations, proctor codes will be available to 
district testing coordinators and assistants in the STAAR Assessment 
Management System to download and distribute to test administrators 
providing a signed administration of an online STAAR test. 

ÁTEA is planning to administer STAAR online with the additional 
embedded support of signed videos (base test only) in the 2018-2019 
school year. 

Oral/Signed Administration 
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Á These include supports that may be made available to students who 
have a TEA-approved accommodation request form. 

Á Eligibility decisions are made by the appropriate team of people at 
the campus level based on the eligibility criteria and then a request is 
sent to TEA for determination. 

Designated Supports Requiring TEA Approval 

77

Á ComplexTranscribing Á Mathematics Scribe 

Á Extra Day Á Other 



Complex Transcribing: #8 Special 

Instructions/Considerations
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Á For grades 2ς12 TELPAS writing, an 
Accommodation Request Form does not need 
to be submitted for a student that meets the 
eligibility criteria for Complex Transcribing. 

Á Complex Transcribing Guidelines 
found on Accommodation 
Resources webpage should be 
followed when using this 
designated support.



Á If a student needs secure test material photocopied because he or 
she requires a print larger than what the state provides, then 
follow instructions in the General Instructions for Administering 
Large-tǊƛƴǘ {ǘŀǘŜ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘǎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘΣ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ¢9!Ωǎ 
Accommodation Resources webpage. No Accommodation 
Request Form needs to be submitted. 

Á If a student needs photocopies for any other reason, then an 
!ŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘƛƻƴ wŜǉǳŜǎǘ CƻǊƳ ŦƻǊ άhǘƘŜǊέ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘΦ

Photocopying Test Materials 
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Á Accommodation Request Forms must be 
received by TEA at least one week prior to 
testing. Late requests will NOT be processed 
unless circumstances involving the student 
change after the deadline. Refer to the 
Online Accommodation Request Submission 
Deadlines document.

Accommodation Request Process 
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Á Accommodation Request Forms should only be submitted for 
designated supports requiring TEA approval (i.e., complex 
transcribing, math scribe, extra day, other).

Á The link to the online Accommodation Request Form for 2018 will be 
on the Accommodation Resources webpage along with a training 
document in January.



Á Accommodation requests must be approved by TEA before a student 
can use the accommodation on a state assessment. Documentation in 
ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊǿƻǊƪ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǎǘŀǘŜΣ άǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ¢9! ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭΦέ

Á Do NOTinclude confidential student information (request will be 
deleted and you will be asked to resubmit).

Å9ȄŀƳǇƭŜΥ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǎǘ ƴŀƳŜΣ {ƻŎƛŀƭ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎΣ 
pages from an IEP, medical documents

Accommodation Request Process 
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Step 1

Determination of 
student eligibility

Step 2

Completion and 
submission of 
online form 

Step 3

TEA review and 
decision

Step 4

Required 
communication 
within district 



ÁTechnology-based supports enable most students to test online; 
however, in those rare circumstances that prevent a student from 
testing online a special request may be made to TEA for approval to 
administer paper test booklet.

ÁA link to the instructions and request form for a special administration 
ƛǎ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ¢9!Ωǎ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀƴŘ /ŀƳǇǳǎ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ aŀƴǳŀƭ 
Resources webpage.

ÁAll requests must be received by TEA at least two weeks prior to testing 
so that testing materials can be ordered and shipped to districts.

ÁIf a student also needs a designated support requiring TEA approval, 
include it on this form. Do NOT submit a separate online 
accommodation request form.

Special Administration of STAAR with Content 

and Language Supports 

82



Á Examples of situations when a request for a special administration of 
STAAR with content and language supports is appropriate.

ïAccommodations cannot be applied 
o Student has seizures or migraines from looking at computer 

screen. 
o Even after multiple attempts throughout the year to acclimate the 

student to online testing, student becomes agitated or violent 
when beginning any practice test due to his or her disability.

ïTechnology access is precluded
o Student is homebound, and there is no internet connection at 

home.
o Student is in juvenile detention facility and county does not allow 

online test application to be downloaded onto computers. 

Special Administration of STAAR with Content 

and Language Supports 
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ÁNew email address for submission of 
all special requests: 
specialadministration.requests@tea.t
exas.gov

ÁForm will go live in January 2018 

Special Administration of STAAR with Content 

and Language Supports 
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mailto:specialadministration.requests@tea.texas.gov


Á Requests for a special administration of STAAR with content and 
language supports are automatically approved for students taking 
STAAR braille.

Á Specific Braille Instructions for Content and Language Supports are  
available on the STAAR Assessment Management System.

ïContains descriptions of pictures/images used as content and language 
supports and graphs/tables/charts that may be reproduced in braille or 
other forms that are more accessible to the test taker.

ïMust be used in conjunction with 1) the appropriate specific braille 
instructions for the test being administered and 2) the supports tables 
in paper administration guide for STAAR with Embedded Supports.

Special Administration of STAAR with Content 

and Language Supports 
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Accommodations in Unexpected and 

Emergency Situations 

86

ÁWhen an unexpected or emergency situation (e.g., broken arm, lost 
eyeglasses) occurs just prior to or on the day of the state assessment, 
it may or may not be necessary to contact TEA. After testing, 
document the accommodation used on the answer document or in 
the STAAR Assessment Management System.

Á After the test administration, the appropriate accommodation code 
ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
STAAR Assessment Management System for online administrations.



Accommodations in Unexpected and 

Emergency Situations 
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Á If approved for Complex Transcribing, Extra Day, or Mathematics 
Scribe, follow the guidelines posted on the Accommodation 
Resources webpage to administer the assessment with these 
designated supports. 



ÁStep 1: No need to contact TEA

ïMake available accessibility features which are allowed for any student.

ÁStep 2: No need to contact TEA

ïMake available locally-approved designated supports. Consideration 
should be given to accommodations that the student can independently 
use.

ÁStep 3: Contact TEA

ïLŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ƳŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ {ǘŜǇ м ƻǊ нΣ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ŀ 
member of the Accommodations Task Force. The district testing 
coordinator may need to submit an Accommodation Request Form.

Accommodations in Unexpected and 

Emergency Situations 
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Á Students for whom the LPAC recommends the following designated 
supports for any reading or writing assessment may not be considered for 
exit at the end of the school year.
ïOral Administration
ïContent and Language Supports
ïExtra Time

Á Use of dictionaries on reading and writing assessments is no longer an 
accommodation since STAAR Dictionary Policy expanded to include these 
grades.
ïThe use of dictionaries on grades 3-5 reading and writing assessments 

does not prevent exit; however, it is important for LPACs to consider the 
degree to which an ELL student relies on a dictionary during language 
arts instruction or testing when making exit decisions at the end of the 
year.

Accommodation Recommendations for Reading and 

Writing: Impact on Exit Criteria for ELLs
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ÁWhen you open the STAAR online 
testing platform, you will see a menu of 
ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ άtǊŀŎǘƛŎŜέ ŀƴŘ 
ά¢ǳǘƻǊƛŀƭǎΦέ

Á In the drop down menus, choose the 
assessment and the supports you want 
to view.  

Á Tutorials provide a short video showing 
how the feature is used, while the 
practice provides an opportunity for 
students to use each feature on a 
released test. 

Online Tutorials and Practice Tests 
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Á Sticky notes-

ïare available for all 
selections and 
questions 

ïcan be moved 
around the screen

ïcan be minimized

ïcan be resized 

New Online Tool: Sticky Notes
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Á Spelling Assistance:
ï It is only available on the essay portion 

of the grade 4 and 7 writing tests and 
English I and II tests.

ïWill be available on English III in 2019 
(Note this change in DCCM page O-3; 
Spelling Assistance designated support 
policy document has been updated).

ïWhen a word is not found on the grade 
appropriate Merriam-Webster 
dictionary, it will be flagged. 

ïThe system will provide up to five 
suggestions.

ïThe system evaluates the words 
independent of the context.

ï It will be available as a stand-alone 
practice. 

New Online Embedded Support: 

Spelling Assistance 
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Á Currently working on three new online embedded supports 
targeted for spring 2019administrations.

ïFour-function calculator (grades 3-7) 

ïSigned videos(available for base test items only for first year) 

ïScreen Reader support for refreshable braille display devices 
(reading, writing, English I, English II, and Social Studies for first 
year)

ïSTAAR Spanish with Embedded Supports (grades 3-5)

Preferences (PNPs) Expansion Plans 2019 and 

Beyond
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Questions?



STAAR Assessment 

Management System



Accessing the STAAR Assessment 

Management System
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https://www.texasassessment.com/administrators/ http://www.TexasAssessment.com/STAAR/

https://www.texasassessment.com/administrators/
http://www.texasassessment.com/STAAR/


Help
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STAAR

ωPDFs of test 
administration 
resources 
available for 
download.

Interim

Pilot

ωZip files of 
test materials 
available for 
download.

? Help

Change for 2018 Interim Pilot 



ÁGrades 3ς8 mathematics and reading (Year 1)
ïYear 2 to include additional subjects

ÁOffered online through the STAAR Online Testing Platform

ÁNo paper materials or shipping
ïPaper versions available for special populations as needed

ÁMulti-section design

Á Items for the STAAR Interim Pilot Assessments are developed 
with Texas teachers and fully aligned to TEKS

Interim Pilot ðKey Points
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Change for 2018 Interim Pilot



Á Interim Pilot

ÅTesting grade can be edited by subject.

Å Individual subjects can be deleted.

Students > View & Edit/Register > Tests
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Change for 2018 Interim Pilot 



Á Interim Pilot

ÅUpload creates both a MA and RE online registration for the enrolled 

grade for each student.

ÅAll registrations are online.

ÅMATHEMATICS TEST VERSION CODE
Å Enter Personal Needs and Preferences (PNP) that is valid for Interim: t or T

Å9ƴǘŜǊ άƛέ ƻǊ άLέ ǘƻ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜ LƴǘŜǊƛƳ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ

Åbƻ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŜƴǘŜǊ άhέ ŦƻǊ ƻƴƭƛƴŜΦ !ƭƭ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻƴƭƛƴŜΦ

ÅREADING TEST VERSION CODE
Å Enter PNP that is valid for Interim: t or T 

Å9ƴǘŜǊ άƛέ ƻǊ άLέ ǘƻ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜ LƴǘŜǊƛƳ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ

Åbƻ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŜƴǘŜǊ άhέ ŦƻǊ ƻƴƭƛƴŜΦ !ƭƭ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻƴƭƛƴŜΦ

Students > Upload
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Change for 2018 Interim Pilot



ÅThe GROUP NAME field (column E) should only be used to organize paper or online test takers into 
groups; otherwise, the field should be left blank.  

ÅFor online testing, the STAAR EOC TEST VERSION CODE field (column AW) has been updated to reflect 
the 2018 PNP accommodation codes and now includes an option for districts to indicate Designated 
Supports (formerly General Accommodations) for students taking an online test only.  

ÅThe CAREER-AND-TECHNICAL-ED-IND-CD field (Column AA) has been updated to include only values 1, 
нΣ ŀƴŘ лΦ ! ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ оΣ άtŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘ ƛƴ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǘŜŎƘ ǇǊŜǇ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣέ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ŀ ǾŀƭƛŘ ǾŀƭǳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ 
field. 

Changes to STAAR EOC Data File Uploads
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ÅThe GROUP NAME field (column E) can be used to specify a group name for tests being delivered on 
paper as well as online. This field should only be used to organize test takers into groups; otherwise, the 
field should be left blank. 

ÅFor online testing, The READING TEST VERSION CODE, MATHEMATICS TEST VERSION CODE, SCIENCE 
TEST VERSION CODE, SOCIAL STUDIES TEST VERSION CODE, and WRITING TEST VERSION CODE fields 
(columns BDςBI) have been updated to reflect the 2018 PNP accommodation codes and now include an 
option for districts to indicate Designated Supports for students taking an online test only.

ÅThe CAREER-AND-TECHNICAL-ED-IND-CD (column AA) has been updated to include only values 1, 2, and 
лΦ ! ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ оΣ άtŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘ ƛƴ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǘŜŎƘ ǇǊŜǇ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣέ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ŀ ǾŀƭƛŘ ǾŀƭǳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƛŜƭŘΦ 

Changes to STAAR 3ð8 Data File Uploads
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ÁGrades 5 and 8 Retest

ÅTwo columns have been added for the STAAR Assessment Management 
System to indicate a grade 5 or 8 retester who has previously passed one 
of the two retest subjects (mathematics or reading). These columns are 
RETESTER INDICATOR-MA (column BO) and RETESTER INDICATOR-RE 
(column BP) (P = Previously met passing standard).

ÅThese fields are not updatable by districts if the retester file is modified 
and re-uploaded.

Changes to STAAR 3ð8 Data File Uploads
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Á The Mathematics Test Version Code, Reading Test Version Code, Writing Test Version Code, 
Science Test Version Code, and Social Studies Test Version Code fields will be used to indicate 
the following for STAAR grades 3ς8:

Å PNP accommodation codes:
Å E = Spelling Assistance (delivered online for grades 4 and 7 writing only)
Å R = Content and Language Supports (delivered online)
Å T = Text-to-Speech (delivered online; includes click word)

Å Online test with no accommodations:
Å O = Student will test online with no PNP accommodations

Å Designated Supports (online testers only):
Å D = Designated supports for a student testing online

Student Uploads ðPNP for STAAR 3 ð8 
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Change for Spring 2018 STAAR 



Á The STAAR EOC Test Version Code will be used to indicate the 
following for STAAR EOC:

ÅPNP accommodation codes:
ÅE = Spelling Assistance (delivered online for English I and English II only)
ÅR = Content and Language Supports (delivered online; not available for 

Algebra II or English III)
ÅT = Text-to-Speech (delivered online; includes click word)

ÅDesignated Supports (online testers only):
ÅD = Designated Supports for a student testing online

Student Uploads ðPNP for STAAR EOC
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Change for Spring 2018 STAAR 



Á Update registrations via upload without compromising groups

ÅOnce a group name has been established for a student registration (by text 
ŜƴǘǊȅΣ ōȅ ŘŜŦŀǳƭǘΣ ƻǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ άDǊƻǳǇǎέ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜύΣ ŀ ƴǳƭƭ όōƭŀƴƪύ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ 
override the group name with the value NO GROUP NAME GIVEN.

ÅOnce a group name value has been established for a student registration, a 
user must use a new value to override the existing group name.

Å To move a student to NO GROUP NAME GIVEN, a user must either use the 
άDǊƻǳǇǎέ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ƻǊ ǳǇƭƻŀŘ ŀ ŦƛƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭǳŜ bh Dwh¦t b!a9 DL±9b 
entered in the appropriate GROUP NAME field (not case sensitive).

Student Uploads ðGroups 
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Change for Spring 2018 STAAR 



ÅDistricts may add or edit existing student registrations, including switching 
between paper and online tests, through the end of the testing window.

ÅChanges made to student registrations after the precode window closes 
(paper registration period) will not be reflected in precoded materials 
received.

ÅStudent registrations associated with a precode cannot be deleted after the 
precode window closes.

Á NOTE: Changes to student registrations will not be allowed for up to three days 
after the precode window closes while precode files are being processed ςall 
related system functionality will be disabled during this time.

Student Registration ðReminders 
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Á Download CSVis available prior to 
the close of the precode window.

Å Lists all paper test registrations 
and corresponding precode data

Å Can be used to verify precodes, 
allowing districts to make 
corrections prior to the close of 
precode window, as needed

Å Updated nightly

Á Download PDFis available after the 
close of the precode window.

Å Official list of all precodes district 
is scheduled to receive (including 
OOD/OOS)

Precode Verification Report
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Á Lists all paper-based test registrations at the close of the precode window -
one record for each precoded answer document that the district is 
scheduled to receive (serves as official record) ςavailable at the campus 
level

Á Organized by campus, subject, student (alpha order)

NOTE: The CSV version of the Precode Verification Report is not available for download after the 
precode window closes. Districts wishing to have a CSV version of their precode report must save 
a copy prior to the precode deadline.

Precode Verification Report (PDF version)
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Å Changes to online test attributes can be made for one additional business day 
beyond the close of the test administration window (until 7:00 p.m. CT).

Å All online testing activity will still close at the scheduled end of the test 
administration window.

Å Monitor Sessionbutton added to Sessions at a Glance page to display a list of all 
students in all groups.

Åά!ƭƭ DǊƻǳǇǎέ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ

Online Testing > Manage Online Testing
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ÅUpdate response count as students 
respond to items

ÅRefresh page to update

ÅN/A = Not Available (student has not 
yet tested or has not yet responded to any 
questions)

ÅX/Y = Number of Questions with 
Responses/Number of Total 
Questions

Online Testing > Manage Online Testing
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ÅPNP filter and column will display settings applicable for the Interim pilot.

ÅAdded columns will display Interim indicators.

ÅProbability of Achieving Approaches

ÅProbability of Achieving Meets

Online Testing > Manage Online Testing
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Change for 2018 Interim Pilot



ÅEdit existing online testing 
groups 

ÅCreate online testing groups

Á NOTE: DǊŀŘŜǎ о у ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ Ŏŀƴ 
be assigned to different testing 
groups by subject.

Manage Online Testing Groups
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Á Edit/Manage student groups via Online Testing > Groups > View & Edit 
Groups

Edit Existing Online Testing Groups
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Click the edit
icon to move 

students 
between 
groups



Á New groups can be created via Online Testing > Groups > Create Group.

Create New Online Testing Groups
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Click the 
CONTINUE
button to 

create new 
group and add 

students



Á Multi-step resolution process:

ÅStep 1 - match records

ÅStep 2 - correct records and 
submit

ïUnresolved held record ςclick 
edit icon to resolve

ïResolved held record ςclick 
view icon to see resolved held 
record details

ïFlagged ςclick edit icon if 
updated information is available 
to resolve the record

Student Uploads ðGroups 
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Held Records ςReasons

Hand-gridded answer document 
contains:

ÅConflicting student data (with 
directory)

ÅMissing student data

ÅMissing PEIMS ID

ÅPotential mismatch (with 
directory)

Student Resolution 
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Å Only authorized district users can submit 
orders for additional reports.

Å All orders must include PO number for 
billing.

Å No fax or paper orders will be accepted.

Å Additional printed paper copies of STAAR 
Report Cards (SRCs) will be available only 
for administrations that currently produce 
paper copies (spring administration only).

Å Orders submitted after deadline will be 
assessed additional late fees.

Å Confidential Student Labels can be ordered 
for any current administration. 

Å Districts can also opt not to receive labels.

Additional Orders
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Campus testing coordinators can view initial order information.
ïTest materials list 

ïPrecoded answer document quantities

View and Track Order
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Updating Participation Counts 
(Upload)

ÁCounts status and downloadable 
files are updated immediately after 
update.

ÁBEST PRACTICE: Download existing 
participation counts from View & 
Edittab, make updates, and upload 
file back into the system.

Participation Counts
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Á District Test Status Report

ïContains online testing status of all online test registrations, including 
PNP indicators, in the district.

ïReport updated mid-morning, mid-afternoon, and each evening.

Á Campus Test Status Report

ïContains online testing status of all online test registrations, including 
PNP indicators, at a specific campus.

ïReport updated mid-morning, mid-afternoon, and each evening.

Á New!

ïColumns will display score codes and PNP settings.

ïReport updated mid-morning, mid-afternoon, and each evening.

Reports: Online Testing
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Á Student Assessment History Report

ï Now links to Student Portal

ï/ƭƛŎƪ ά[ƻƻƪǳǇ !ŎŎŜǎǎ /ƻŘŜέ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƴŀƳŜΣ t9La{ L5Σ ŀƴŘ 
date of birth to view student history.

Reports: Online Testing

122

Change for Spring 2018 STAAR 



ÅUploads are checked 
for data errors.
ÅAll errors must be 

corrected for 
request to process.

ÅNo match students 
will be returned with 
response files.

ÅResponse files are 
grouped with 
uploaded request. 

Reports: SIRS
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SIRS_152906000_10242016_155807_E_1314



Á New Report Access functionality allows authorized district users to 
open Reports > Results access to campuses.

ÅCampus access will default to closed.

ÅAccess can be granted to campuses one-by-one or in bulk.

Reports: Report Access
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Online Testing Preparation: Review Updated 

Documentation
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Unified Minimum System Requirements
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Å Windows
Å Secure Browser version 2.47 and later automatically updates to the latest version upon 

launch.
ÅEnsure network policies do not restrict auto-updates. 
ÅBe sure that the user launching the secure browser has sufficient permissions to 

update software. 
ÅCheck appropriate version of browser is on all computers prior to testing.

Å No uninstall/reinstall required.
Å MAC

Å Secure Browser uninstall/reinstall is not required on devices that were used for 
December testing.

Å It will automatically update for subsequent releases.
ÅCheck that auto-updates are not restricted. 
ÅCheck appropriate version of browser is on all computers prior to testing.

Å iPad and Chromebook
Å Secure Browser automatically updates to the latest version.

Å If auto-update is disabled, update via the app/web store.
ÅCheck appropriate version of browser is on all computers prior to testing.

Secure Browser Auto Update

127Secure browser will be updating in early January.



Support for Interim and Technology Enhanced 

Item Pilots
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Change for 2018 Interim Pilot 

Change for Spring 2018 STAAR 



Á Updated Security Configuration check messages

System Check
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Á Pencil Tool
ÅAbility to create points and lines has been added to options.

Á Tool Window Resizing
Å Tools displayed in windows, such as the Writing Checklist, can be resized.

Á Sticky Notes
ÅAllows the test-taker to annotate items to assist him/her in answering the 

questions.

Á Spelling Assistance (PNP)
ÅChecks for misspelled words and offers up to five suggestions.
ÅAvailable for written responses.

Tools
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Questions?



STAAR Alternate 2 



ÁMost of the documents referred to in this portion of the 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ ¢9!Ωǎ {¢!!w !ƭǘŜǊƴŀǘŜ н 
Resources webpage. 

STAAR Alternate 2 Test Administration 

Resources
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STAAR Alternate 2 is a standardized paper-based assessment for students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities who:

Á exhibit significant intellectual and adaptive behavior deficits in their ability 
to plan, comprehend, and reason, and ALSO indicate adaptive behavior 
deficits that limit their ability to apply social and practical skills such as 
personal care, social problem-solving skills, dressing, eating, using money, 
and other functional skills across life domains; 

Á are NOT identified based on English learner designation or solely on the 
basis of previous low academic achievement or the need for 
accommodations; and 

Á require extensive, direct, individualized instruction, as well as a need for 
substantial supports that are neither temporary nor specific to a particular 
content area.

STAAR Alternate 2 
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STAAR Alternate 2 Participation Requirements 
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2018-2019 participation 
requirements revised and posted 

soon! 



ÁAbove-grade testing is not allowed on STAAR Alternate 2, as 
students who meet eligibility for STAAR Alternate 2 would not 
ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳ ŀǘ ŀƴ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭŜǾŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŀōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ 
enrolled grade.  
ïFor example, students who are enrolled in grade 8 taking STAAR 

Alternate 2 may not be assessed with Algebra I.

ïThis clarification will be reflected in the 2018-2019 participation 
requirements.

Á2018-2019 participation requirements will also have clarifying 
language (i.e., more specific language) defining significant 
cognitive disability. 

STAAR Alternate 2 Participation Requirements 
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Á In rare cases, due to the 
ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ 
disability or a serious 
medical condition, it may 
be inappropriate to assess 
an eligible student with 
STAAR Alternate 2. In 
these cases, ARD 
committees should review 
the requirements for 
Medical Exceptions or 
NAAR designation found 
ƻƴ ¢9!Ωǎ {¢!!w !ƭǘŜǊƴŀǘŜ 
2 Resources webpage. 

Medical Exceptions and No Authentic 

Academic Response (NAAR) 

137

New 
language! 



ÁThe STAAR Alternate 2 testing window is April 2-20, 2018. 
Districts may choose when to administer each subject and 
grade-level test within the window. 

ÁThe tests will be administered in the same grades and subjects 
as STAAR. 

STAAR Alternate 2 Administration 
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ÁStudents who enroll AFTER April 2, 2018 

ïStudents who transfer/move to a new district after 
the first day of the STAAR Alternate 2 testing 
window do not have to be tested.

ïStudents who transfer within the same district 
after the first day of the STAAR Alternate 2 testing 
window still must be tested by the district where 
the student is enrolled. 

STAAR Alternate 2 Late Enrollees 
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Á Improvements to STAAR Alternate 2 
administration materials have been 
implemented to reduce burden on 
teachers for photocopying and 
preparation of images. 
ïPhotocopying policy has not 

changed.

Á Test administrators should use these 
features as needed in the same way 
they previously accommodated 
student booklet.
ïExamples: photocopying and then 

cutting apart answer choices in 
order to present answer choices 
one at a time; coloring or 
highlighting images; enlarging 
images and text 

STAAR Alternate 2 New for 2018
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Á Improvements

ïStudent booklets with limited 
color images (includes large 
print and image card sets)

ïLarge print student booklets

ï Image card sets 

Á Feedback from exit survey and 
analysis of student performance 
will be used to gauge test 
administrator satisfaction with 
improvements and impact of new 
format on student performance. 



ÁThere is a new field in the online transcription form to 
collect data regarding the number of assessments 
being translated into a language other than English.

ÁThe new individual student report card (formerly 
ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ά/ƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ wŜǇƻǊǘέύ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƘƻǿ 
performance data for each student on the subject-area 
tests and resources will be included for parents of 
students with significant cognitive disabilities. 

STAAR Alternate 2 New for 2018
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ÁLƴ ŀƴ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘǎ Χ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ 
students, the ESSA imposed a cap to limit, to 1.0 
percent of the total number of students who are 
assessed in a State in each assessed subject, the 
number of students with the most significant 
cognitive disabilities whose performance may be 
assessed with an alternate assessment aligned with 
alternate academic achievement standards (AA-
AAAS).

Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA): 

1% Threshold
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ÁFor 2016-2017, the number of students assessed 
statewide using STAAR Alternate 2 out of the total 
number of students who were assessed was

ï1.4% in mathematics

ï1.2% in reading

ï1.2% in science 

Statewide STAAR Alternate 2 Participation 

Rates 
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ÁTexas is requesting a limited waiver, so that the State's 
assessment system may have slightly more than 1.0% of 
students taking STAAR Alternate 2 for each subject during the 
2017ς2018 school year. 

ïSome school districts/charter schools received a letter of 
notification, questionnaire, and district-specific data to assist the 
State in submitting the waiver to the United States Department 
of Education. 

Waiver Request 
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ÁThere are reasons for a district/charter school to assess more 
than 1.0% of their total students with an alternate assessment. 
Districts/charter schools were asked to submit information 
regarding special programming that may give reasons for being 
over the 1.0% threshold. 

ÁREMEMBER: ESSA calculates the 1.0% threshold at the STATE 
level by subject, not at the district level by grade/subject. 

ÁTEA will provide additional information in the coming months 
regarding strategies districts can use to ensure appropriate 
assessment decisions. 

Waiver Request 
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TELPAS



ÁMost of the documents referred to in this portion of the 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ ¢9!Ωǎ ¢9[t!{ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ 
webpage. 

TELPAS Resources 
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Á TELPAS assesses the progress that limited English proficient (LEP) 
students make in learning the English language. 

Á All K-12 students classified as LEP in PEIMS are required to participate 
in TELPAS, including those who have parents who have declined 
bilingual/ESL program services.

Texas English Language Proficiency 

Assessment System-TELPAS 
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Á In rare cases, it may be necessary for the ARD committee, in 
conjunction with the LPAC, to determine that an ELL receiving special 
education services should not be assessed in reading, writing, 
ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘκ ƻǊ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ 
particular disability. 
ïParticipation must be considered on a domain-by-domain basis. 
ïThe reason for not assessing the student must be well-supported and 
ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ L9t ōȅ ǘƘŜ !w5 ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ŦƛƭŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ [t!/Φ 

Á An ELL from another Texas school district, state, or country who 
enrolls on or after the first day of the TELPAS testing window will not 
be assessed by the receiving district in the holistically-rated domains.
ïNewly enrolled students in grades 2-12 are required to take the TELPAS 

reading test and the listening and speaking test. 

Exceptions 

149



Á New shorter test blueprints for TELPAS grades 2-12 reading and brand new 
test blueprints for listening and speaking. Test blueprints are located on 
¢9!Ωǎ ¢9[t!{ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǿŜōǇŀƎŜΦ 

Á TELPAS Holistic Rating Training
ïGrades 2-12 Online Basic Training Course and calibration activities only include 

writing.
ïPractice activity is outside of the modules.
ïCertificates of completion will be available to print in the scoring summary tab. 

Á Calibration Proctor Oath 
ïCalibration proctor oath has been developed for those designated to serve as a 

proctor for monitored calibration sessions.
ïAny person who has more than one assessment role (e.g., TELPAS calibration 

proctor who also serves as TELPAS test administrator) must sign an oath for 
each role. 

TELPAS New for 2018
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TELPAS Holistically -Rated Assessments: 

Training Requirements

151

* New raters and 
returning raters 
who have not 

completed 
calibration 

activities within 
the last 3 school 

years are 
required to 

complete the 
online basic 

training course 
before 

calibrating. 



Á Each teacher selected to rate an ELL must: 
ïhave the student in class at the time of the spring assessment window;

ïōŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜŀōƭŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ƛƴ 
instructional and informal settings; 

ïhold valid Texas education credentials, such as a teacher certificate or 
permit; 

ïbe appropriately trained in the holistic rating process; and 

ï rate the student in all eligible language domains. 

Á Raters may include bilingual teachers, ESL teachers, general 
education teachers, special education teachers, gifted and talented 
teachers, and teachers of enrichment subjects. 
ïParaprofessionals may not be designated as raters.

TELPAS Holistically -Rated Assessments: Rater 

Requirements
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TELPAS Online Assessments: Reading
Students took 

only  about 1½ -2 
hours for the 

longer reading 
test last year.
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TELPAS Online Assessments: 

Listening and Speaking 



ÁStudents will need to wear headsets.

ÁText of the stimulus or prompt is not available on screen, 
although audio is provided and can be played as many times as 
the student needs.All audio is recorded in a studio, not via 
text-to-speech functionality. 

ÁStudents will respond to test items in the following ways: 

ïclick on the correct answer

ïdrag-and-drop 

ïmultiple-choice

TELPAS Online Assessments: 

Listening
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Á Students will need to wear headsets with a microphone.

Á Text of prompt is available on the screen for students to read and in 
an audio file for students to listen to as many times as they need. 

Á Students will record their response, listen to their response, and 
delete and re-record if not satisfied with their first response.

ïUp to 90 seconds of recording time for a response

ï Two opportunities to record a response

Á Speaking prompts are scored on a 2 or 4 point rubric depending on the 
item type - simple versus open-ended. 

TELPAS Online Assessments: 

Speaking 
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Á In rare circumstances that prevent a student from testing online, the district may submit a 
request to TEA for a special administration of TELPAS grades 2-12 online tests. 
ï For the online reading test, the request is for a paper administration.
ï For the online listening and speaking test, the request is for the student to be holistically rated.

Á Examples of situations when a request for a special administration of TELPAS is 
appropriate:
ï Accommodations cannot be applied 

Å Student has seizures or migraines from looking at computer screen. 
Å Student is exempt from listening due to disability but not from speaking, so could participate in 

the holistically-rated speaking assessment. 

ï Technology access is precluded
Å Student is homebound, and there is no internet connection at home.
Å Student is in juvenile detention facility and county does not allow online test application to be 

downloaded onto computers. 

Á {ǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ŦƻǊƳ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ ¢9!Ωǎ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀƴŘ /ŀƳǇǳǎ 
Coordinator Manual Resources webpage. 

Special Administration of TELPAS

157



ÁThe 2018 TELPAS raw score results for Listening and Speaking 
(online) and Reading (online and paper transcription) will be 
available on May 14, 2018.

ÁThe scale score results for Listening and Speaking and Reading 
will be available on August 15, 2018. (Note this change on page 
v of the TELPAS Test Administrator Manual and the TELPAS 
Rater Manual Calendar of Events). 

ÁStandard setting must be conducted in the summer based on 
the data from the operational listening and speaking tests and 
reading tests. Once standards are approved, student report 
cards will be provided to districts.

TELPAS Test Results 
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ÁLPACs should still conduct end-of-year (EOY) LPAC meetings for 
all ELLs that are possible candidates for exit from bilingual or 
ESL programs, even if TELPAS results are not yet available. 

ÁLPAC documentation should note that the student is pending
exit from the bilingual or ESL program until TELPAS test results 
are received.

ïTEA LPAC forms: Notation should be made in TELPAS section of 
LPAC Review form and on the second page of Parental Report on 
Student Progress (Bilingual or ESL) Program form.

ïDistrict-made LPAC forms: Include information that student is 
pendingexit until TELPAS test results received.

TELPAS Test Results: Impact on Exit 
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ÅRemember, this process applies only to students who have met 
all other exit criteria and are awaiting TELPAS test results.

ÅOnce the LPAC documents have been completed, the district 
can then follow up with letters of exit approval to parents 
whose students met exit criteria.

ÅPlease be sure that an LPAC representative that will be in the 
district or on the campus when results are sent knows about 
this process so that it can be completed.

TELPAS Test Results: Impact on Exit 
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ÁAt the beginning of the 2018-2019 school year, students who 
were pendingexit at the EOY should remain in a bilingual or 
ESL program until TELPAS test results are received. 

Á If the student does not meet the exit criteria, he or she should 
remain in the bilingual or ESL program.  

Á If the student doesmeet the exit criteria, he or she will no 
longer be required to be in the bilingual or ESL program.  The 
[t!/ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ŀƴ 9[[Ωǎ ŜȄƛǘ 
decision. 

TELPAS Test Results: Impact on Exit 
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Á34 CFR §200.6(h)(5) requires that a State administers an 
alternate ELP assessment for English learners with the most 
significant cognitive disabilities who cannot participate in the 
ELP assessment even with appropriate accommodations.

ÁThe U.S. Department of Education has said that a State may 
develop alternate ELP achievement standards for the alternate 
ELP assessment. (Letter on June 12, 2017)

Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) : Alternate English 

Language Proficiency (ELP) Assessment 
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Texas is creating a holistic inventory to assess English language 
proficiency to

Ásatisfy the alternate ELP assessment requirement for 
students with the most significant cognitive disabilities, and  

Áreduce exemptions from specific language domains on the 
general TELPAS.

TELPAS Alt 
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Á 2016 data shows that 
approximately 4,590 
students identified as 
LEP took STAAR 
Alternate 2 in grades 
3-high school.

Eligibility for TELPAS Alt 
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Grades

K-1

ωAll ELLs will take the same K-1 holistically-
rated assessment for all 4 language 
domains, so no eligibility determination is 
needed. 

Grades 

2-12

ωGrade 2: Participation requirements will 
be created (similar to STAAR Alternate 2), 
and ARD committees will be required to 
make an assessment determination for 
TELPAS.

ωGrades 3-12: ELLs who are eligible to take 
STAAR Alternate 2 will take TELPAS 
Alternate. 



Development of TELPAS Alt 
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Summer 2017- Spring 2018
Á Convene multiple advisory committees and teacher committees to 

collect feedback from the field and write observational criteria.
Á Develop alternate PLDs and observational criteria for each language 

domain.
Á TEA to solicit district volunteers to participate in                      

cognitive lab.
Á Conduct alternate ELP assessment cognitive lab. 

Summer 2018-Summer 2019
Á Collect and analyze cognitive lab survey and results. 
Á Conduct training and administer operational TELPAS Alt assessment 

during TELPAS window.
Á Conduct standard setting.



Questions?



STAAR Alternate 2 and 

TELPAS Assessment 

Management System



Assessment Management System Launch Page
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tx.pearsonaccessnext.com

tx.pearsonaccessnext.com


New Features
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Avocet

170

http://avocet.pearson.com/TX/Home

http://avocet.pearson.com/TX/Home


Login Screen
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Home Page
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Tasks
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Support Page
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