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September 24, 2018 

 

Ms. Janelle Cammenga 

Illinois Policy 

jcammenga@illinoispolicy.org 

 

Re: Freedom of Information Request 

Dear Ms. Cammenga: 

On September 17, 2018, Crystal Lake School District No. 47 received a Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”) 

Request from you via email dated August 7, 2018, in which you requested the following information:  

 

             1. all documentation since June 27, 2018 related to a request to or a question about by an  

             employee of the Crystal Lake Elementary District 47 resigning from, or not joining, the union  

             and/or stopping the withholding agency (or fair share) fees from the employee’s paycheck; 
  
2. all email correspondence containing the keywords “Janus,” “fair share fees,” or “agency fees” received 

by any member of the Crystal Lake School Board and/or any employee of the Crystal Lake Elementary 

District 47  at their school email address from any employee or representative  of the Crystal Lake 

Elementary Teachers Association since June 27, 2018; 
  
3. all email correspondence containing the keywords “Janus,” “fair share fees,” or “agency fees” sent to any 

employee or representative of the Crystal Lake Elementary Teachers Association by any member of the 

Crystal Lake School Board and/or any employee of the Crystal Lake Elementary District 47 using their 

school email address since June 27, 2018. 
  
4. all email correspondence sent or received, from June 27, 2018 to the present, by any member of the 

Crystal Lake School Board and/or any employee of the Crystal Lake Elementary District 47 using a school 

email address containing any one of the following keywords in its subject line: “agency fees,” “fair share 

fees,” “union fees,” “union dues,” “Janus,” “union,” or “Crystal Lake Elementary Teachers Association” or 

its abbreviation. 

An extension was then requested on Thursday, September 20, 2017, which you responded to and accepted.  

Please find the attached documents which are responsive to your request.  Although additional emails are present they 

fall under the following exemptions; 7(1)(b) private information as defined by the Act, 7(1)(c) personal information 

contained within public records, the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal 

privacy, 7(1)(f) preliminary drafts, notes, recommendations, memoranda, and other records in which opinions are 

expressed, or policies or actions are formulated, and 7(1)(m) attorney-client communications.  

 

 



  

 

         

 

 

 

To the extent you consider this response a denial to your request; you have the right to have the denial reviewed by 

the Public Access Counselor (PAC) at the Office of the Illinois Attorney General. 5 ILCS 140/9.5(a). You can file 

your Request for Review with the PAC by writing to:  Public Access Counselor, Office of the Attorney General, 500 

South 2nd Street Springfield, Illinois 62706, Fax: 217-782-1396, E-mail: publicaccess@atg.state.il.us, Phone:  312-

814-5526.  If you choose to file a Request for Review with the PAC, you must do so within 60 calendar days after the 

date of the denial letter. 5 ILCS 140/9.5(a).  Please note that you must include a copy of your original request for 

documents and the denial letter when filing a Request for Review with the PAC.  You also have the right to seek 

judicial review of your denial by filing a lawsuit in the State circuit court. 5 ILCS 140/11. 

 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me 815-788-5000.  

 

Sincerely, 

    
Clare F. Bourne     

Freedom of Information Officer    

Crystal Lake School District 47  
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Janelle Cammenga 
 

Mon, Sep 17, 2:24 PM (7 

days ago) 

 

 

 
to me 

 
 

Ms. Bourne, 

 

Thank you for notifying me. I hereby rephrase and (for your convenience) narrow the search below. 

Please let me know if you have any questions or need any clarification on my updated request. 

 

I am writing you to request information under the Illinois Freedom of Information Act (5 ILCS 140). 

  

This request seeks: 

  

1. all documentation since June 27, 2018 related to a request to or a question about by an 

employee of the Crystal Lake Elementary District 47 resigning from, or not joining, the union 

and/or stopping the withholding agency (or fair share) fees from the employee’s paycheck; 

  

2. all email correspondence containing the keywords “Janus,” “fair share fees,” or “agency fees” 

received by any member of the Crystal Lake School Board and/or any employee of the Crystal 

Lake Elementary District 47  at their school email address from any employee or representative 

of the Crystal Lake Elementary Teachers Association since June 27, 2018; 

  

3. all email correspondence containing the keywords “Janus,” “fair share fees,” or “agency fees” 

sent to any employee or representative of the Crystal Lake Elementary Teachers Association by 

any member of the Crystal Lake School Board and/or any employee of the Crystal Lake 

Elementary District 47 using their school email address since June 27, 2018. 

  

4. all email correspondence sent or received, from June 27, 2018 to the present, by any member 

of the Crystal Lake School Board and/or any employee of the Crystal Lake Elementary District 

47 using a school email address containing any one of the following keywords in its subject line: 

“agency fees,” “fair share fees,” “union fees,” “union dues,” “Janus,” “union,” or “Crystal Lake 

Elementary Teachers Association” or its abbreviation. 

  

The principal purpose of this request is to access and disseminate information regarding the health, safety 

and welfare or the legal rights of the general public and not for the purpose of personal or commercial 

benefit. Therefore, I request a waiver of any and all production fees. 

  

I would prefer all documents be produced in electronic format, or PDF. 

  

I expect to receive a response within five business days, per 5 ILCS 140/3(d). 

  

Please confirm receipt. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Janelle Cammenga 

   


























