
There are many pathways to becoming an educator.
Here’s a quick guide to...

Tips!
Speech-Language Pathology Services
The Speech-Language Pathology Services Credential in Language, Speech and Hearing 
authorizes the holder to conduct applicable assessments as well as provide educational 
and other specific learning disability area services related to speech and language to 
qualifying students from birth through age 22.

Start!

Bachelor’s degree - typically in Speech-Language 
Pathology, Communication Sciences and Disorders or 

equivalent

Master’s degree or higher in 
speech-language pathology from a 
regionally accredited institution of 

higher education. 

The master’s degree program must 
be accredited by the American 

Speech-Language-Hearing 
Association’s Council on Academic 

Accreditation. 

Apply for positions through Edjoin.org 
or directly through the school/district

Credential preparation 
program approved by the 
California Commission on 
Teacher Credentialing (CTC)

AND

Certificate of Clearance
(Fingerprinting/ background 

check)

Universities may vary on 
the exact requirements to 
enter their credential 
program. This credential 
also has a sequence of 
requirements to clear the 
credential which is 
different than typical CA 
educational credentials. 
See the university you are 
planning to attend, the 
American 
Speech-Language-Hearing 
Association,  and the 
California Commission on 
Teacher Credentialing 
(CTC). for details.

The school/district will let 
you know what level of 
clearance and type of 
fingerprints are required. 
SDCOE has fingerprinting 
services on our Linda Vista 
campus and in San Marcos.
www.sdcoe.net/credentials

Certificate of Clearance 
(fingerprinting/background 
check) is required before 
you begin your practicum 
experience.

If your degree is from 
outside the US, you must 
have your transcripts 
evaluated by an approved 
agency. CTC - Foreign 
Transcript Evaluation.

See sdcoe.net/credentials if 
you hold a credential from 
out-of-state/country.

EducatorPathways.sdcoe.net  
EducatorPathways@sdcoe.net
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