
EVALUATING 
INFORMATION FOUND 
ON THE “FREE WEB”



Anybody can put 
anything on the 

Internet!!



Would you use this 
website?

The Jackalope conspiracy
http://www.sudftw.com/jackcon.htm
Pacific Northwest Tree Octopus
http://zapatopi.net/treeoctopus.html
DHMO homepage
http://www.dhmo.org/

http://www.sudftw.com/jackcon.htm
http://zapatopi.net/treeoctopus.html
http://www.dhmo.org/


Authority

What is the address?  Does it contain a 
.org, .com, .edu, .gov? 
Does it contain a ~ or members?
Is there a specific author or a 
sponsoring organization?  What are the 
author’s qualifications?
Is there a link to information about the 
author/sponsor of the page?







http://www.waynesthisandthat.com/commerciallength.htm
http://www.waynesthisandthat.com/commerciallength.htm


If there is no author or 
information about who 

wrote the page…

Don’t use it!!



Accuracy

Is the text well-written?
Is it free from typos and grammatical 
errors?
Is data clearly labeled?





Are personal views clearly listed?
Are facts distinguished from opinion?
Does the page have advertising?  Is it 
clearly differentiated from informational 
content?

Bias







Martin Luther King
http://www.martinlutherking.org

http://www.martinlutherking.org/
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.newsroom.ucr.edu/images/releases/942_0.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.newsroom.ucr.edu/cgi-bin/display.cgi?id=942&h=296&w=200&sz=13&hl=en&start=2&tbnid=gvU7monIipy5OM:&tbnh=116&tbnw=78&prev=/images?q=Martin+Luther+king&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=&sa=G
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.newsroom.ucr.edu/images/releases/942_0.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.newsroom.ucr.edu/cgi-bin/display.cgi?id=942&h=296&w=200&sz=13&hl=en&start=2&tbnid=gvU7monIipy5OM:&tbnh=116&tbnw=78&prev=/images?q=Martin+Luther+king&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=&sa=G


Currency

Does page indicate when it was written?
Does page indicate when it was last 
updated? 
Are links up to date?





Coverage

Could you just as easily find this 
information in a book or an on-line 
database?

Is the www a unique source of 
information on this subject?







Advanced searching

Use phrases in quotations
“school libraries”

Use + or – to require or disallow a search 
term.







Wikipedia

Wikipedia should NOT be used for 
scholarly research





BOOKS ARE GOOD!!
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