
PTO Meeting 

October 13, 2015 

Board Members Present: Tracy Brege, Krissie Bonin, Kathy Wiktor, Erin Schneckenberger 

Meeting called to order by President Tracy Brege 

Presidents Report:  Thank you for a successful walk-a-thon 

Treasurers Report:  See report 

Principals Report: 

Walk-a-thon volunteers did a great job. Thank you to Mrs. Wiktor for being a great parent volunteer 

orientation/room parent orientation. Olweus meeting #2 is the morning of 10/20, Random Acts of 

Kindness is the theme. Conference day occurred last Friday. Fire Safety week with Hillcrest Volunteer 

Fire Company, smoke house will be for students in K-4, fire extinguisher for grade 5. DI information 

session is the evening of 10/20. Mrs. Hackford is the Ellicott Rep. The week of 10/23 Mr. Flickinger 

coordinated the Red Ribbon Week.  

Guest Speaker: Anastasia Urbanski from YMCA, refer to YMCA website for details on before school and 

after school care programs.  

Teacher Report: 

PTO Teacher’s Report 
October 13, 2015 

 
Here is our kindergarten news: 

 The letters we will be covering are: Mm, Pp and Aa. 

 Our sight words this month are "a","I", and  "you". 

 Some of the themes we are learning about this month are: Fall, Columbus Day, Fire Safety, and 
Pumpkins. 
 

October is a busy month is Kindergarten!  Mr. Morton will be bringing his creepy crawlers to see us on the 
28th and our first holiday craft party will be on the 29th.  We have also been practicing for our Halloween 
Song Fest which will be at 1:45 on Friday, October 30th. 
 
First grade - 
- math - beginning addition and subtraction up to 10 
-science - properties of items 
-ss - rules, responsibilities of students 
-ELA - different lands similar stories - many versions of same folktales 
-thanks for fun walk -a -thon 
-we are enjoying new playground equipment 

The 2nd grade classes are looking forward to a field trip to the Zoo on October 22nd.  We also will be 

learning about Fire Safety this month with Ellicott's annual visit to with the Smoke House 

Grade 3 is working on multiplication and division in math.  We are also working hard on knowing our 

multiplication facts fluently.  In ELA we are learning about different countries and how they access books.  

We have been learning about map skills, landforms, latitude/longitude, continents and oceans in social 

studies.  We are looking forward to starting our buoyancy unit in science soon.   



4th Grade is currently raising their own Brassica plants this month learning about not only who created 
this research tool, but the stages it goes through and the different parts/functions they have.  
We would also obviously like to thank the PTO for the Walkathon!  

5th Grade is planning to visit the Courthouse in downtown Buffalo.  Judge Curran will be presenting the 
basics on the branches and levels of government. 
We are also hoping to meet with the liaison soon so that we can firm up fund raisers and 5th grade 

activities.  Who should we contact to set up a meeting? 

Here's the library news: 
 
Summer book check out was a success - students took home 2600 books for the Summer! Check out the 

library blog at: http://ellicottlibrary.tumblr.com. I post all the library activities, handouts and what books 

we're reading together each week 

What’s Happening in the Art Room? 

We began the year by learning about the ‘You Are Beautiful’ Campaign and 

 drawing a 

mini self-portrait which showed our inner beauty.  The self-portraits are all on display on the wall in 

the 

main hallway next to c-wing.Our kindergarten artists have been learning about color and shape and are 

creating very cool shape monsters! 

Paul Klee’s ‘Castle and Sun’ is the inspiration for the castles our first grade artists are creating using 

geometric shapes. 

Art pioneers, Pablo Picasso and Georges Braque help introduce our second grade artists to the collage.  

Students are using color, shape and texture to create their collages and honing their tracing, cutting and 

gluing skills. 

Third grade artists are inspired by Henri Matissi’s cut-outs and are creating positive/negative, 

symmetrical paper designs.   Cutting and gluing skills are being reinforced. 

The art of the silhouette is the challenge for our fourth grade artists.  Drawing, precision cutting and 

gluing are stressed. 

Our fifth grade artists are learning about Leonardo DaVinci, specifically his grotesque sketches.  Students 

are using their left-brain to sketch their ‘grotesque’ self-portrait using an upside-down drawing 

technique! 

One last thing….. 

OUR NEW KILN HAS BEEN ORDERED AND WILL BE HERE IN NOVEMBER! 

Thank you for all you do to support the arts at Ellicott. 

Mrs. Benes 

http://ellicottlibrary.tumblr.com/


September in Computer Lab: We have been very busy reviewing our computer skills. Many 

of the sites I mention can be found at my website: www.mrsstott.com. 
 
Kindergarten: We’ve been working hard to learn mouse skills: holding it properly, clicking, and dragging. 
We’ve also been learning to login to the computer. So far we have entered our password. We have used 
“A to Zap” and www.Abcya.com to practice our alphabet skills. They are doing a great job! 
 
First Grade: We reviewed our login/password, mouse skills, opening and closing programs, and logging 
off properly. We also used “Clifford Learning Activities” to practice these skills as well as patterns, sorting, 
simple addition, and rhyming.  
 
Second Grade: We went on www.Abcya.com to work on using two hands to type on the computer. 
“Keyboard Challenge” and “Find the Letter” on my Keyboarding page of my website helped us with this. 
We also used “Learn About Matter” to help us understand science skills we are learning in the classroom. 
 
Third Grade: We reviewed the OP Acceptable Use Policy for computer usage. We also reviewed typing 
with two hands using “Keyboard Challenge” and “Find the Letter” on the Keyboarding page of my website. 
We used “Dance Mat Typing” to learn the proper fingering when typing on the keyboard. We’ll focus on 
this all year long. We began a Pixie project identifying and labeling the continents and oceans on a world 
map. 
 
Fourth grade: We reviewed the OP Acceptable Use Policy for computer usage. We also reviewed 
keyboarding skill using “Dance Mat Typing" and began using www.EduTyping.com. Students are 
highly encouraged to use this site at home at least 2 times per week. See my website for access. We 
used Photo Safari to review our map skills. In addition, we started a Pixie project that labeled the 11 
regions of New York state. 
 
Fifth Grade: We reviewed the OP Acceptable Use Policy for computer usage. We also reviewed how to 

use www.EduTyping.com to practice our keyboarding skills. Students are highly encouraged to use 

this site at home at least 2 times per week. We also created our own password and used Cross 

Country USA to review map skills. 

 

TED-EDU talk – The Key to Success 

Committee Reports: 

Membership:  Directory cut-off date is 10/16 to be included in this school years directory. 

Boxtops: Soup labels and shoparoo participation leads to income for our school. 

Apparel: Apparel sale will be before Winter Break 

Picture Day: Thank you to the volunteers.  

BET:  Building Effectiveness Team focuses on issues happening in the building. Forms available in the 

main office to voice concerns.  

Motion to close meeting: Amanda McPhearson 

Second: Krissie Bonin 

Meeting adjourned.  

Next meeting November 17, 6:30 pm.  

http://www.mrsstott.com/
http://www.abcya.com/
http://www.abcya.com/
http://www.edutyping.com/
http://www.edutyping.com/

