
	
   1	
  

PTO Meeting Minutes 

November 17, 2015 

Board Members Present: Tracy Brege, Krissie Bonin, Kathy Wiktor, Erin 
Schneckenberger, Karen Laudico 

Minutes submitted by Erin Schneckenberger 

Meeting called to order by President Tracy Brege 

Motion to start: Karen Laudico 

Second: Pam Rauh 

Presidents Report: 

Project ideas are in the process of being discussed with Mr. Pietrantone and the board. 
We will be voting on ideas potentially in January. The playground is complete. 
Positions within the PTO will be available within the next few years, parent volunteer 
coordinator, treasurer, and secretary.  PE, Occupational therapy, speech therapy, and 
physical therapy teachers submitted a request for a K-5 project, looking for partial 
funding for project. Half days are upon us, so parents please take note of them and be 
sure to make arrangements for your children. 

Treasurers Report: 

See report 

Principals Report: 

2 teachers from China will be in our school and supporting 3rd grade classes; will also 
be going to middle school and high school. Middle school red ribbon week was a 
success, operetta try outs this month – Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. Peaceful 
school bus activity on 11/19, parent teacher conferences on 12/4 and 12/7. Report 
cards will be in digital format only. Hard copy may be requested is necessary. 
December Holiday concert coming up. ELTV – new secure YouTube format opens a lot 
more options. NFL Play 60, grades 3 and 5 will be participating, grade 4 has opted out. 
Flag folding ceremony will be incorporated into safety patrol duties.  

PJ Day: Rachna Clerici, last day before Thanksgiving break, $1.00 donation to Buffalo 
City Mission.  
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Teacher Reports: 

PTO	
  News	
  November	
  
Kindergarten:	
  	
  	
  
**This	
  month,	
  we	
  will	
  be	
  learning	
  about:	
  
-­‐	
  the	
  letters	
  Nn,	
  Oo,	
  and	
  Ss	
  
-­‐	
  the	
  sight	
  words	
  in,	
  said,	
  and	
  for	
  
**The	
  themes	
  we	
  are	
  exploring	
  are:	
  
-­‐	
  Native	
  Americans,	
  Pilgrims,	
  Thanksgiving,	
  and	
  Veterans	
  Day	
  
**On	
  Wednesday,	
  November	
  25th,	
  Mr.	
  Morton	
  will	
  bring	
  his	
  turkey	
  to	
  see	
  us	
  and	
  the	
  
kindergarten	
  will	
  be	
  participating	
  in	
  Native	
  American	
  stations.	
  
	
  
First	
  grade:	
  We	
  had	
  our	
  first	
  field	
  trip	
  to	
  elder	
  care	
  facilities	
  where	
  we	
  displayed	
  our	
  
Halloween	
  Costumes	
  and	
  sang	
  fall	
  songs	
  to	
  the	
  residents.	
  	
  It	
  was	
  loved	
  by	
  young	
  and	
  old	
  
alike.	
  	
  
	
  
ELA	
  -­‐	
  Finishing	
  our	
  study	
  of	
  fairy	
  tales.	
  	
  Will	
  begin	
  a	
  unit	
  on	
  the	
  HUMAN	
  BODY	
  and	
  some	
  of	
  
the	
  body	
  systems.	
  
MATH	
  -­‐	
  Practicing	
  addition	
  and	
  subtraction	
  
SCIENCE/HEALTH	
  -­‐	
  Safety	
  (Fire,	
  Halloween),	
  Nutrition	
  
SS	
  -­‐	
  Starting	
  our	
  unit	
  on	
  the	
  FAMILY	
  

Mrs.	
  Rupp	
  and	
  Mrs.	
  Zelasko's	
  classes	
  had	
  three	
  veteran	
  speakers	
  come	
  in	
  for	
  veteran's	
  day.	
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2nd	
  Grade:	
  classes	
  loved	
  their	
  field	
  trip	
  to	
  the	
  Buffalo	
  Zoo.	
  	
  Thank	
  you	
  so	
  much	
  to	
  the	
  PTO	
  
for	
  their	
  support!	
  	
  Students	
  have	
  been	
  learning	
  about	
  the	
  Ancient	
  Greek	
  Civilization	
  in	
  our	
  
listening	
  domain	
  during	
  ELA	
  time,	
  and	
  are	
  excited	
  to	
  begin	
  our	
  math	
  unit	
  on	
  measurement.	
  	
  	
  
We	
  are	
  looking	
  forward	
  to	
  our	
  upcoming	
  parent	
  conferences!	
  
	
  
3rd	
  Grade:	
  Our	
  classes	
  continue	
  to	
  work	
  on	
  multiplication	
  and	
  division	
  in	
  math.	
  	
  We	
  are	
  
working	
  towards	
  knowing	
  our	
  multiplication	
  facts	
  fluently.	
  	
  In	
  ELA,	
  we	
  are	
  learning	
  about	
  
different	
  countries	
  and	
  how	
  they	
  access	
  books.	
  Students	
  are	
  learning	
  how	
  to	
  use	
  the	
  RACE	
  
strategy	
  while	
  constructing	
  a	
  written	
  response.	
  	
  	
  We	
  have	
  been	
  learning	
  about	
  the	
  skeletal	
  
system	
  in	
  health	
  and	
  are	
  looking	
  forward	
  to	
  starting	
  our	
  buoyancy	
  unit	
  in	
  science	
  next.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
4th	
  Grade:	
  	
  Our	
  classes	
  will	
  have	
  Earth	
  Spirit	
  here	
  Monday,	
  November	
  16th	
  (focusing	
  on	
  
Native	
  American	
  culture)	
  and	
  then	
  have	
  a	
  Poetry	
  Presentation	
  the	
  following	
  week	
  lead	
  by	
  
Arnold	
  Alt.	
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5th	
  grade:	
  	
  
We	
  are	
  celebrating	
  Thanksgiving	
  with	
  our	
  annual	
  Friendship	
  Salad	
  on	
  11/25	
  at	
  1:30.	
  	
  As	
  
part	
  of	
  a	
  grade	
  level	
  project	
  on	
  Water	
  around	
  the	
  Globe,	
  Helen	
  Domske	
  from	
  Sea	
  Grant	
  will	
  
be	
  coming	
  to	
  our	
  classes	
  tomorrow	
  -­‐	
  11/18.	
  	
  She'll	
  be	
  discussing	
  invasive	
  species,	
  
microbeads,	
  and	
  other	
  problems	
  affecting	
  the	
  Great	
  Lakes.	
  
 
 
October in Computer Lab: . All of the sites I mention can be found at my 
website: www.mrsstott.com. I also sent home usernames and passwords in a half sheet 
to every student in the school. Please keep it in a safe place near your computer so 
students can access the sites throughout the year. Grades 3-5 are now using 
www.Edutyping.com to build keyboarding skills. I strongly encourage the student to do a 
lesson or two at least 2 days a week at home. It should only take 8-10 minutes. Make 
sure they are ALWAYS using the “home row” position with their fingers. Thanks for your 
support!! 
 
Kindergarten: 
We continue to work on our alphabet skills using www.Abcya.com : alphabet bingo, 
connect the dots ABC order, Keyboard Zoo, and letter tracing (just to name a few). We 
also visited the www.Starfall.com ABCs page. Then we used a program called “Learn 
about Colors and Shapes” to review what the students have been learning in the 
classroom. 
 
First Grade: We began using www.ReadingEggs.com. We took a placement quiz in the 
program so the students will be working at their reading level. This is available for at 
home use at any time. We used www.abcya.com to learn about and practice our 
keyboarding skills. Students learned to use 2 hands when typing: right hand on the keys 
of the right side of the keyboard and left hand on the left. We also used drawing tools to 
create a jack-o-lantern on this site as well. 
 
Second Grade: We began using www.ReadingEggs.com. We took a placement quiz in 
the program so the students will be working at their reading level. This is available for at 
home use at any time. We also talked about internet safety using 
www.NetSmartzkids.com and www.BrainPopJr.com. We also used drawing tools to 
create a jack-o-lantern on abcya.com. 
 
Third Grade: We used Pixie4 to review/identify the Continents and Oceans. We 
learned how to “snap” windows to the left and right of the screen so we can see two 
pages at once. We talked about internet safety using www.NetSmartzkids.com. We 
discussed what makes a strong password and created our own. We learned how to 
keep our personal information private when working online. We also began using 
www.Edutyping.com to help us learn how to keyboard correctly. I strongly encourage 
the student to do a lesson or two at least 2 days a week at home. It should only take 8-
10 minutes. Make sure they are ALWAYS using the “home row” position with their 
fingers.  
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Fourth grade: We talked about internet safety using www.NetSmatzkids.com. We 
discussed what makes a strong password and created our own. We learned how to 
keep our personal information private when working online. We also used Pixie4 to 
identify and label the regions of NYS. They used two windows opened side by side to 
complete this task. We just began a project on plants using Power Point. The students 
are learning how to create a slide show, add text boxes, change color/themes/designs, 
and add transitions. They are doing a super job!! 
 
Fifth Grade: We began using www.Readingeggspress.com to practice our 
Reading/ELA skills. Students can access this anytime from home. We began using the 
Chrome browser and our Google Chrome logins. We learned how to navigate 
throughout Google Drive. We created new folders and Docs in our Drive. We explored 
Slides as well (this is like Power Point). This will help them make a smooth transition to 
the Chrome Books when they come in the next few weeks. We also talked about 
internet safety using www.NetSmatzkids.com. We will continue this through	
  

Committee	
  Reports:	
  

Directory:	
  Membership	
  to	
  the	
  PTO	
  is	
  ongoing,	
  new	
  members	
  can	
  obtain	
  a	
  directory,	
  however	
  their	
  
contact	
  information	
  will	
  not	
  be	
  printed	
  in	
  the	
  directory	
  

Newsletter:	
  	
  

Nice	
  job	
  to	
  Liz	
  Duckham	
  on	
  the	
  new	
  features	
  in	
  the	
  newsletter.	
  	
  

Apparel:	
  Apparel	
  sale	
  will	
  be	
  before	
  Winter	
  Break	
  

Board	
  of	
  Ed	
  Report:	
  Ren.	
  See	
  OP	
  schools	
  website.	
  	
  

BET:	
  	
  Ellicott	
  has	
  a	
  new	
  BET	
  member,	
  Bob	
  Farwell.	
  Veterans	
  Day	
  Celebration	
  will	
  be	
  celebrated	
  for	
  next	
  
year.	
  	
  

Motion	
  to	
  close	
  meeting:	
  Kathy	
  Wiktor	
  

Second:	
  Pam	
  Rauh	
  

	
  

Meeting	
  adjourned.	
  	
  

Next	
  meeting	
  January.	
  	
  


