Ellicott PTO January 5, 2016
PTO Meeting Minutes
Submitted by Erin Schneckenberger - Secretary

Board Members:

Vice-President; Krissie Bonin, Kathy Wiktor; parent
volunteer coordinator, Treasurer: Karen Laudico;
Treasurer

Absent: Erin Schneckenberger; Secretary, Tracy
Brege; President

Proceedings:
Meeting called to order by Vice-President Krissie
Bonin

GeoMotion Report: Mr. Benning and Ms. Mitchner
present on GeoMotion. It is a program that
Occupational and Physical therapy would utilize as
well as physical education. Common Core Compatible.
Orchard Park Academic Foundation will provide a
grant to fund % of the program if Ellicott PTO will
fund remaining *. Motion to spend up to $1000.00
from PTO savings on program. 8 in favor, 1 against,
1 abstains. Melissa Bogart 2" the motion. Motion
passes to fund *s of the program up to $1000.00.

Presidents Report:

Krissie Bonin thanked everyone for his or her
volunteerism. Next meeting March 1°%, 6:30 pm,
small café.

Principals Report:

Thank you for voting to purchase the GeoMotion
program. The December concerts were completed, K-5
screening ELA and Math scheduled in January.
Operetta will be February 8th and 9°". Thank you
parents for your time. January 15, early
dismissal day, DARE Graduation will be happening



for the 5 grade. December 10", President Obama
signed new Every Child Succeeds Act - law replaced
No Child Left Behind. December 14" - NY State
Board of Regents voted to suspend the use of test
scores 1in teacher evaluations until 2019. Per
commissioner of NY Mary Ellen Elia, changes will be
made to testing (shortening the assessments),
common core learning standards.

Treasurers Report:

Request copy of updated report. 66 families
participated in Ellicott’s apparel sale. PJ Day in
December raised $535.00 donation to The Buffalo
City Mission.

PJ Day Chair: 2-year commitment completed by Rachna
Clerici, thank you. Please let board member or Pam
Rau know 1f you are interested in chairing this
event.

Teachers Report:

January 5, 2016
PTO Teachers Report

Kindergarten
- Mr. Morton brought his reindeer to see us!

- Letters covered this month: Dd, Rr, Hh

- Sight Words we have covered: up, look, down

- The students learned about different Holiday celebrations and the Five Senses.
First grade -

-We are learning about our body systems in ELA.

-In math we are learning strategies for addition and subtraction and working on
word problems.

- In SS, we are discussing our own family traditions and comparing our families
to others.

-We "traveled to other countries" before vacation to find out how each celebrated
the holidays.

-We collected and wrapped gifts for St. Lukes's Mission for Christmas.

-We went to 3 senior living centers and sang holiday carols before our Christmas
vacation.



-We had the visiting Chinese teachers present to our classes about their
December holiday traditions.

Second Grade ended the year learning about Ancient Greek Civilization and two-
digit addition and subtraction. We look forward to starting cursive and a visit from
Explore and More in January!

Third grade learned about time in math, and our classes are starting the unit on
measurement next. We continue to encourage the students to practice their
multiplication facts and are so proud of the progress we have seen so far. In
science, we completed our unit on the skeletal system, and are working on our
Buoyancy unit. Students will create boats out of different materials to determine
the properties that make them float and how many weights they will hold. In
Social Studies, we were very lucky to have the teachers from China come in to
our classrooms and teach us about their customs and traditions. We are also
learning about the culture of Japan in ELA. Students are learning how to
compare/contrast fiction and non-fiction texts.

Fourth Grade

Unfortunately we do not have a lot of "fun" things planned for January :(

Just working on our random acts of kindness and focusing on MLK with our next
close read.... Sorry!

5th grade celebrated holiday traditions with stations before break.

Now they are working hard on the Operetta.

5th graders will be attending the TOY production of Number the Stars on January
20th. Lunch from Subway will follow.

Band News:

1. 2 Ellicott students participated in the Tuba Christmas at the MS during the
holidays!

2. Students are preparing for the ECMEA All-County tryouts being held in
Depew in January.

3. Jazz Band has gotten off to a great start!

4. Beginning Band will be starting up at the end of January (Mondays before
school)

November in Computer Lab: Al of the sites | mention can be

found at my website: www.mrsstott.com. Reminder: All Gr 3-5 students should
be going on www.Edutyping.com at home at least 2 times per week for only 8-10
each time. Be sure your child always uses the home row position while typing.
Thanks for your support!!

Kindergarten:

We watched a couple of “Clicky” videos from www.NetSmartzKids.org. We
learned about “stranger danger”. We also used “Learn about Shapes and Colors”
to review skills learned in the classroom. We then began using
www.ReadingEggs.com. We took a short quiz before playing so we would be



http://www.mrsstott.com/
http://www.edutyping.com/
http://www.netsmartzkids.org/
http://www.readingeggs.com/

playing the games at our own level. Parent letters were sent home so students
could access this at home at any time.

First Grade: We used Pixie4 to create a picture of a turkey. We typed some
things we were thankful for on the picture. Then we began a unit on traditions
around the world. We learned about England, Mexico, and German. We added
the information we learned to a Pixie4 booklet. We’'ll complete in December.

Second Grade: We used Pixie4 to create a fall picture. We learned how to use
some new tools in this program. We also reviewed how to use
www.Readingeggs.com and took the placement quiz so we’ll be working at our
own level. We then began a large unit on Communities. We learned about an
urban community. We typed some sentences about what an urban community
looks like and then created a picture using more new tools in Pixie4.

Third Grade: We began the month by learning about the upper grade version of
ReadingEggs on www.ReadingEggspress.com. We took a placement quiz so we
can work at our own level. We then did several activities using KidsHealth.org
and an iPad app called D.Bones to learn more about the skeleton. We took a
quiz at the end of this unit. Some classes also began to use
www.ProdigyGame.com. It is a Common Core Math game with a very motivating
wizard game. Parent letter went home with student logins and passwords so
students can use it at home.

Fourth grade: We worked hard on our PowerPoint projects about plants. We
learned how to add text boxes, transitions, and slide show timings. They are
following a rubric and will be graded on this project. They are doing a great job!!

Fifth Grade: We used www.Studylsland.com to take a pre-test on 5th grade
math skills. Now students can go to this site and use any of the skill/lgames at
home. We also took a short placement quiz for www.readingEggspress.com.
They learned about some new enhancements to this site and can compete
against other students as they practice their ELA skills. We also used
www.NetSMartzKids.com to learn about using proper “Netiquette” on the internet
and what to do if someone is not using proper Netiquette.

Spring Fest - Erin Schneckenberger -

March 11", 6-8pm. This is a large event, please
consider volunteering. Planning for food,
entertainment, prizes, crafts, and basket raffle.
Each classroom will be responsible for donating 1
basket to our basket raffle.

Board of Ed. Report: Ren Chorser
Discussion, see Board of Education meeting minutes.


http://www.readingeggs.com/
http://www.readingeggspress.com/
http://www.prodigygame.com/
http://www.studyisland.com/
http://www.readingeggspress.com/
http://www.netsmartzkids.com/

Chocolate Sale -
January 15""-February 3. March 17" pick-up.

Author Visit -

Krissie Bonin - Jerry Pallotta will be our visiting
author. No writing workshops, grade level
presentations. Flyer will come home for book
purchases.

Meeting Adjourned
Motion to Adjourn - Ren Chorser
2" - Maura Watson



