
Ellicott PTO May 10, 2016 

PTO Meeting Minutes  

Submitted by Erin Schneckenberger -- Secretary 

 

Board Members: 

Vice-President; Krissie Bonin, Kathy Wiktor; parent 

volunteer coordinator  

Absent: Erin Schneckenberger; Secretary, Tracy 

Brege; President, Treasurer: Karen Laudico; 

Treasurer 

 

Proceedings: 

Meeting called to order by Vice-President Krissie 

Bonin 

 

Mr. McGarity, OPSD Superintendent, Mr. Petrus, 

Assistant Superintendent OPSD, Mr. Pietrantone, 

Principal Ellicott Elementary, all in attendance.  

 

2016-2017 OPSD budget presentation; information 

available on school website. Budget vote May 17th, 

OP High School, 7am-9pm. 

 

Teachers Report:  

Grade Level News 
 

Kindergarten 

 

This has been a busy month!   

- Mr. Morton brought his rabbits to Ellicott. 

- The kindergarteners enjoyed their field trip to the Orchard Park 

Public Library and were very excited to receive their Library cards.   

- They also loved Jerry Pallotta's author presentation!  His books 

seem to be very popular in the kindergarten classrooms! 

- We are finishing up Addition, Taking Care of the Earth and 

Nutrition. 

We are looking forward to... 

- learning about Plants, Subtraction, and Memorial Day. 

- going to the T.O.Y Theatre to see the True Story of the Three Little 

Pigs. 



Grade 1 

 

- We enjoyed our Dinosaur Museum that we coordinated with Science 

Night. Thanks to all of the families who supported us.  

-We will be going on a FREE field trip to the ART MUSEUM to learn about 

the ABC's of art. 

-Thank you for funding the ZOOMOBILE to help us learn about the animal 

groups and habitats that we are learning about in our ELA domains.  

-In math, we are working on place value, addition and subtraction of 

BIGGER numbers. 

-In science we will be starting our WEATHER unit. 

-In social studies, we will be learning about US SYMBOLS and our 

ECONOMY. 

- Thank you to all of the parents who "spoiled" us during TEACHER 

APPRECIATION WEEK.  We appreciate all you do, too! 

-We look forward to FUN DAY and the PTO POPSICLES!  Thanks! 

 

 

Grade 2 

 

 We are excited to go on a field trip to the Orchard Park Police Station 

on May 9th!  We will learn about important community helpers. 

 We will also be taking a field trip to the Theatre of Youth on Monday, 

May 23rd to see "The True Story of the Three Little Pigs".  We are very 

excited! 

 Thank you to the PTO and the Author's Committee for the Author Visit 

with Jerry Pallotta.  The 2nd graders loved meeting to him and listening 

to him. 

 

Grade 3  

The third grade students have been very busy this year.  In math, we are 

learning about graphing and perimeter.  We are finishing our unit on Peter 

Pan and character traits in ELA. Students  will continue to work on note 

taking, reading comprehension, and writing skills for the remainder of the 

year.  The third grade classes are looking forward to seeing The True Story 

of the Three Little Pigs in June.  This field trip will help reinforce the skills that 

we covered during our fairy tale/fables unit.  In science, the students are 

learning about the life cycle of a butterfly.  Third grade is very excited to 

welcome Mr. MacRoy, the "Butterfly Guy," back to Ellicott this month.  In 

social studies, we continue to learn about countries around the world.  

Explore and More will be coming in to present a Culture Day to the third 

grade classes in June.  We would like to thank the PTO for helping to 

support all of our field trips and in-house presentations.   

 



Grade 4 

The 4th grade has been busy learning about the American Revolution; we 

even went on a field trip to Old Fort Niagara!  A BIG thank you to the PTO 

for assisting us with the cost on such a fun and educational activity.  Later 

in May we will be traveling to see the Erie Canal.  The 4th grade has not 

been on this field trip in a very long time, and we're so excited.  Again, we 

can't thank the PTO enough for making these experiences possible for us.  

 

5th Grade  

The 5th grade will be going to Darien Lake on June 16. All parents are 

welcome to join us!  Our 5th Grade Recognition Day will be June 20 at 

9:30am. All parents are welcome to attend.  Activities will be planned for 

the 5th graders for the remainder of the day. Also, Mr. Owens from Praxair 

will be giving a Cryogenics presentation on June 2. 
 

April and May in Computer Lab: All of the sites I mention can be found at 

my website: www.mrsstott.com. Students in grades 3, 4 and 5 should be 
practicing their keyboarding skills at home at least 2 times a week using 
www.edutyping.com. Students only need to work for 5-10 minutes at a time. 
 
 
Kindergarten: We completed our Clifford Phonics program. We moved on to 
using www.Starfall.com. We used several activities to help us practice our 
reading skills. We also used Pixie4 to create a collage of items that begin with 
our first name. We learned to search the “stickers” area of this program. We 
printed our collages. We recently began a new project with Pixie4. We watched a 
couple plant videos from www.BrainPopJr.com. We used that information to work 
on a booklet about plants. We will draw the different parts of the plant and label 
them. We’ll print them as a booklet when we are done. 
 
First Grade: We completed our big Dinosaur project last month. We printed our 
slides as a booklet and created a class slide show that was shown during the 
Dinosaur Museum festivities during Science Night. We also create a special card 
for our moms using Pixie4. We took a photo of ourselves using the computer and 
added it to our card. We will be finishing up the year with activities that utilize 
www.abcya.com, www.ReadingEggs.com and www.MathSeeds.com.  
 
Second Grade: We finally finished our Pixie project on Communities. The 
students printed the slides to make books. They did a great job!! We also began 
using a new site, www.LumioEducation.com. It has lots of math puzzles using 
our Common Core Math skills. We then did a brief review of Simple Machines 
using Learn About Simple Machines. We will soon begin to learn how to use the 
home row and type with two hands. We’ll use DanceMatTyping to give them a 
taste of what it is to use the proper fingering for keyboarding. 
 

http://www.mrsstott.com/
http://www.edutyping.com/
http://www.starfall.com/
http://www.brainpopjr.com/
http://www.abcya.com/
http://www.readingeggs.com/
http://www.mathseeds.com/
http://www.lumioeducation.com/


Third Grade: We had some fun learning a few apps on the iPads in April. We 
used 3rd Grade Learning Games and Wings. We also began to use our Google 
Chrome accounts. We created a folder and opened a new Google Doc. We wrote 
an acrostic poem about spring. We used the tools to change the font, size, color, 
etc. We also learned to properly search for images and added them to our 
poems. Check out my website and the new page “Chrome @ Home” to see how 
to access this at home. Please remember to have your child practice 
keyboarding at least twice a week at home. 
 
Fourth grade: We completed our Virtual Lab – Electricity projects. We created a 
simple circuit, a series circuit, and a parallel circuit. We also began to  use our 
Google Chrome accounts. We created a folder and opened a Shared Google 
Doc. We made a copy of the doc. WE watched a couple videos on Simple 
Machines and filled in a table to give the description an examples of each of the 
simple machines. This will help us prepare for the Grade 4 NYS Science test at 
the end of May. We will also add a few images using the proper search tool. 
Check out my website and the new page “Chrome @ Home” to see how to 
access this at home. Please remember to have your child practice 
keyboarding at least twice a week at home. 
 
Fifth Grade: We completed the activities on the FBI Cyber Safety website and 
took a quiz. We learned a lot!  We also began using a new Math site called 
www.LumioEducation.com. It is a math site that has puzzles that use the 
Common Core Math skills. We then began using Google Sheets (just like Excel).  
We created Pixel art using a template that had a coloring formula in it. We also 
create a spreadsheet listing the food groups and some foods that follow 
Myplate.gov.  We learned how to format and add an image into Google Sheets. 
We’ll finish the year by creating a virtual yearbook using Google Slides (like 
Power Point).  Please remember to have your child practice keyboarding at 
least twice a week at home. 

 

Library News for May and June: 
 

Kindergarten - new this month is being allowed to get simple 

chapter books (to read with help): Kindergarteners can pick out 

one Junie B. Jones or a Magic Tree House book.  

 

1st Grade:  Wrapped up Jerry Pallotta author study (to get ready for 

his visit!). Before leaving last week Jerry donated around 20 books to 

the library. Including his new book of short stories and a copy of 

every one of his Who Would Win books. Thanks Jerry! 

 

2nd Grade: Finished a few weeks of reading stories from 1001 

Arabian Nights (among other stories). Including: Ali Baba and the 40 

Thieves, Aladdin, and the story of Scheherazade (sha-hair-a-zod).  

http://www.lumioeducation.com/


 

3rd-4th: Public speaking / oral presentations practice, writing a 

bibliography, middle school databases (5th grade). 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Volunteer of the Year Award: for Ellicott 

Elementary will be presented to Karen Laudico , at 

the annual OPFAE dinner to be held June 9th. 

 

Square 1 Art: Profit of $1400.00. Potentially 

moving project to fall. 

 

Capital Improvement Project -- Bill Bosinski 

(unavailable for meeting): Suggestion to have 

meeting in fall to discuss PTO contribution of 20% 

‘‘local share’’ 

 

Mrs. Silver: T-Shirt suggestion for each grade to 

have different colored shirt for Field Trips, Dr. 

Sues Day, Fun Days. $3.75 per shirt for over 500 

shirts ordered in quantity. $3400 voted on for 

project. Mrs. Clader made a motion to purchase 

shirts, and include $3400 in budget, 2nd by Kathy 

Wiktor. Motion passed unanimously.  

 

Principals Report: Thank you to the PTO and 

volunteers for the Author Visit, Science Night 

thank you to all the volunteers, Staff Appreciation 

Luncheon, thank you for the baked goods. 1st grade 

has a field trip planned to the Art Museum. Music 

in May -- Orchestra and Chorus event, Art Splash at 

OP public library May 13th, Universal Screening 

underway. Volunteer appreciation June 9th at Manga 

recognizing volunteer of the year Karen Laudico. 



6/21 is the last full day of attendance for the 

students.  

 

Treasurers Report:  

Going back to the ice cream social for a fall 

event, looking into the Nitro Ice Cream show. Book 

fair is moving to November 2 PJ days next year, 

100% proceeds to charity. Mrs. Silver makes motion 

to approve budget, Mrs. Hackford seconds the 

motion, budget approved.  

 

Author Visit:  

Mrs. Silver - Successful, thank you to Krissie for 

all the assistance.  

 

Staff Appreciation Luncheon: Thank you from the 

teachers.  

 

BOE Update:  

Notes on website.  

 

BET: Evening/afternoon monitor duties include 

parting lot supervision. 2:45 start time.  

 

 

Meeting Adjourned 

 

 


