
 

 

PTO Meeting Minutes 
September 

 
 
Ellicott Elementary School PTO 
General PTO Meeting Minutes 
Small Cafeteria 
Tuesday, September 20, 2016 
 
 
Meeting called to order at 6:40pm by (President, Tracy Brege) 
 
In attendance: Board members Tracy Brege - President, Krissie Bonin - Vice President, Jessica Merry - 
Treasurer, Karen Laudico - Parent Volunteer Chair 
 
Principal - Mr. Pietrantone 
 
Teacher Representatives in attendance: Mrs. Silver, Mrs.  Hackford, Mrs. Clader 
 
Welcome and Introductions – Tracy Brege – President 
Introduction of board members.  Introduction of principal and our three teacher representatives. 
 
Teachers Report – Mrs. Hackford 
PTO Teacher News – September 
  
The entire Ellicott staff would like to thank the PTO for organizing and purchasing t-shirts for each child.  
The t-shirts will be used for fieldtrips, Fun Days, etc… THANK YOU!!! 
  
Kindergarten has been celebrating a rainbow of color days!  Thank you for supporting our students 
learning.  Mr. Morton will be back again with us this year sharing his animal friends each month.  We are 
also planning a trip to Pumpkinville in Great Valley in early October. 
  
First Grade is planning a Halloween fieldtrip to three nursing care facilities on Halloween.  We will have a 
songfest with the residents and show off our costumes. 
  
Grade two wants to thank all of the parents who were able to come to our Open Houses last week.  It 
was great to meet everyone.  We are currently working on scheduling a field trip to the OP police 
stations sometime in mid to late October.  As soon as we have the date confirmed, we will let parents 
know. 
  
Third Grade:  Reader's Workshop is underway in ELA, and the children are developing the beginning 
concepts of multiplication in Math.  Thank you to all the parents who were at Open House. We are 
enjoying getting to know your children and are looking forward to a great school year! 
  
Fourth grade is off to a great start! We have been enjoying being reacquainted with our old friends, as 
well as, making new ones.   Reader's Workshop has launched in all the classrooms and the kids 



 

 

absolutely love it!  Our fourth graders have planted their Brassica plant seeds, and we've been watching 
these "Wisconsin Fast Plants" sprout.  In Social Studies, we will be learning all about Native American 
culture which will coincide with a field trip in the next few months.  We are very proud of our fourth 
grade students and their enthusiasm thus far. 
  
The 5th grade is off to a great start.  We are meeting with our liaisons this Thursday, and we look 
forward to the great 5th grade/PTO connection.  We're also excited about our t-shirts from the PTO.  We 
selected grey for our grade level color because we will also be getting 5th grade shirts in the spring. 
  
  
September in Computer Lab: We will be very busy reviewing our computer skills. Many of the sites I 
mention can be found at my website: www.MrsStott.com. 
  
  
Kindergarten: We’ll be working hard to learn mouse skills: holding it properly, clicking, and dragging. 
We’re also learning to login to the computer. We will enter our 9-digit username and 3 letter password. 
We’ll take our time on this as it is a bit difficult at first. We will then use “A to Zap” to practice our 
alphabet skills. Looking forward to a great year! 
  
  
First Grade: We will review our login/password, mouse skills, opening and closing programs, and logging 
off properly. We will also use “Clifford Learning Activities” to practice these skills as well as patterns, 
sorting, simple addition, and rhyming. 
  
Second Grade: We have already used Abcya.com to work on using two hands to type on the computer. 
“Keyboard Challenge” and “Find the Letter” on my Keyboarding page of my website is helping us with 
this. We will also use the program “Learn About Matter” to help us understand science skills we are 
learning in the classroom. 
  
Third Grade: We reviewed the OP Acceptable Use Policy for computer usage. We also reviewed typing 
with two hands using “Dance Mat Typing” on the Keyboarding page of my website. We are reviewing 
the proper fingering when typing on the keyboard. We’ll focus on this all year long. We’ll begin soon 
with EduTyping.com. More info on this website and getting access will be sent home in a few weeks. 
  
Fourth grade: We reviewed the OP Acceptable Use Policy for computer usage. We also reviewed 
keyboarding skill using “Dance Mat Typing" and will begin using www.EduTyping.com. Students are 
highly encouraged to use this site at home at least 2 times per week. See my website for access. We will 
then use “Photo Safari” to review our map skills. 
  
Fifth Grade: We reviewed the OP Acceptable Use Policy for computer usage and created our own 
password. We also reviewed keyboarding skill using “Dance Mat Typing" and will begin using 
www.EduTyping.com.  Students are highly encouraged to use this site at home at least 2 times per 
week. We’ll also get started on setting up our Google folders and learn how to navigate on our new 
Chromebooks ~ Coming Soon! 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Principals' Report - Paul Pietrantone 
  
Welcome back! 
• Construction Update 
o Roof and Misc. 
o Tennis Court /Basket Ball Play Area 
• Parent Information Nights / Open House 
• DARE program for our 5th grade students began last week.(Officer Mazur) 
• Code of Conduct Assemblies 
• Teacher from China, Melinda Chang 
• FastBridge  Assessments started this week at Ellicott 
o AIS Services 
• 1:1 program Chrome Books at 5th grade – Rollout Soon 
- Chrome Books Carts at 4th Grade 
• Reader’s Workshop 3-5 
o Running Records 
o Classroom Libraries 
  
Question was asked about homework philosophy? Discussion has gone on regarding grades 1 and 2. 
Here at Ellicott reading is important, skill building like flash cards, but to spend a lot of family time on 
busy work is not valuable.  No one has said we are not giving homework but will be giving homework 
that is valuable and meaningful. Future conversation will be going on for grades 3 – 5 regarding 
homework policy. 
 
Discussion regarding school lockdown, information will go home for at least the first time lockdown. 
Please do not plan to pick your child up when lock downside occurring..  Once building is in lockdown, 
parents cannot interrupt the drill. Uniform police will be visible at school for at least the first one. 
 
Question about report card changing?  Report card will be revised.  Information will be sent out to 
parents.  First report card will be discussed with parents at parent teacher conferences. 
 
Question about substitutes? Doing training and doing reading workshops. 
 
Security procedure after school? Come in the front door only.  You will need to provide identification.  
 
Presidents Report – Tracy Brege 
Thanked the teachers for the idea of classroom color coded shirts. The PTO is providing the funds so that 
each child will receive a shirt. Each class has their own color to help identify the class. 
Campbell Soup labels have been phased out.  But, we will be collecting for a last deposit.  We will turn in 
the remaining labels and give items earned through points to the staff at Ellicott.  Last year the staff 
received electric pencil sharpeners.  Please send into the office any labels you have. 
Make sure you are signing out when you leave the building.  Please exit through the front door. 
Nominations for next year, we start to look at position turn over.  Most positions are two years.  We 
start to fill positions in February. Our only open slot for 2016 – 2017 is nominations.  Any one interested 
please contact Tracy. Board positions will be open for next year, President, Vice President, and volunteer 
coordinator.  There was a discussion about the roles of the board members. 
 
Treasurer's Report – Jessica Merry 



 

 

Treasurers report given out at the meeting. Please contact Jessica if you would like a copy of the report. 
If you spend money as a chair person, please go online to find the disbursement sheet that is on the 
Ellicott School webpage. Please be aware of your budget if you are chairing a committee. 
 
Parent Volunteer/Room Parent – Karen Laudico 
If you want to volunteer in the building or classroom and have not done in previous years, you must 
attend a training and fill out the volunteer training application and release form. 
The Annual Acknowledgement needs to be signed each year.  
Coordinators will be contacting volunteers soon to sign up. 
 
Committee Reports 
 
Membership/Directory – Form is in the welcome back packet, if you join, you will receive a PTO 
directory.   
 
Email Blast –  Holly Johnson Will send out emails only to  people that are members of the PTO.    You will 
get information about events and reminders. An all school email blast will come out once a month from 
Mr. Pietrantone but for additional information it is best to join the PTO in order to get more information 
about events happening at school. 
 
Walk for Ellicott – Krissie Bonin September 30th.  No pets please. If it rains, an email blast will come out.   
 
Ice Cream Social – Presale only, Nitro Magic!!!!! September 28th 
 
Newsletter –  Liz Duckham Submission date is the last Friday of the month.  Minutes will be in the 
newsletter.  Deadline is a strict.  Last Friday of the month. Please send submissions to   
ELPTO@opschools.org 
 
Bookfair –  Alexis Knavel Fall book fair Preview night is November 4th 5:30 – 7pm in conjunction with  
movie night. Book fair will be open to students 7th and 8th of November.  Checks or cash only. 
 
Movie Night – November 4th. Movie TBD.  You must attend with your child 
 
Square One Art –  Holly Johnson New fall event.  Can order gifts for the holidays.  October 7th is when the 
flyers will go home.  You will have two weeks to complete.  November 21st is the due date. Computer 
paper is fine to use.  You do not need to use the sheet given, but do need to use the size of the sheet. 
 
PJ Day – Sponsor a PJ day, get to wear their PJ’s to school.  Cost is $1.00 and donations go to a charity. 
 
Box Tops –  we earned $5,000 last year! First contest will be coming home soon. Sent by email from 
chair Anne-Marie Asci “Just wanted to report that we will be running our first of 3 box tops competitions 
between classrooms during the month of October. It will run from October 1st-27th”. 
 
Apparel –  Karen Laudico Venders being looked at currently. Apparel flyers will be out soon and you will 
receive orders in December. This is not a fundraiser.  It is a curtesy to our families. 
 
BET Update  Danielle Conley Meeting is next week. Any building wide issues can be brought up but a 
form needs to be filled out and submitted. Forms can be located at front dest and school office. 



 

 

 
Board of Education Update – Ren Choroser, submitted via email 
 
Board of Education Meeting 8/29/16 
  
Smart Schools Bond Investment Plan :    presented by Ms. Ippolito 
-In 2014 NYS passed Smart School Bond Act – gave $2 billion for technology investment in schools’ 
-June 2016, there was approval of investment plan and OPCSD has $2.2 million to spend 
- Pilot program in 5,6,7 grades with 1:1 mobile devices ( chromebooks).  Review of pilot and decision to 
purchase mobile devices for all students in OPHS, grades 9-12 beginning 2nd semester of this year.  
Order placed for 1,600 Chromebooks with protective covers at cost of $800,000. 
 5th grade and MS will keep- devices at school.  HS students will be able to bring home 
-Insurance options looked into:- for devices staying at school cost is $16/ year with no deductible; for 
devices going home cost is $32/year ( will cover theft) 
-OPCSD has developed a replacement plan for these devices every 4 years.  This cost will be rolled into 
established budget.   
**Question from audience member re: sustainability of this this plan from cost perspective ( initial 
purchase was funded with Bond Act money, but what happens going forward if replacing every 4 years?) 
Answer:  Because there will no longer be the larger computers in classrooms that are being purchased 
and updated, the funds that would have gone here will now go for chromebooks. 
  
ERate project:  replacing wireless connections and grades 6-8 will have 1:1 devices with connectioins 
throughout OPMS 
  
Initiative with D’Youville College-  presented by Dr. Lisa Krueger 
Background:  There is a decrease in number of students studying education, OP has noticed decreasing 
numbers of subs.   
Now forging a partnership with D/Youville and St. Bonaventure University.  The OPCSD will be hosting a 
“cohort model” where our employees can get Ed D. on site ( probably at District offices in WS).  The 
colleges will be supplying the staff to teach coursework- there is no cost to the district.  Employees from 
other districts are eligible to participate as well.   
Plan with St. Bonaventure is still in the works. 
 
Board of Education meeting- 9/13/16 
  
I arrived late and missed the first half-hour. 
  
Olweus:  more of a global acceptance/tolerance plan than a “bullying” plan alone.  OPCSD is training 
community members as well from the OP Police Dept., YMCA, OP Town Red. Dept, etc. 
Committee Reports: 
Policy Committee:  Looking at co-curricular activities requirements 
District Leadership Council:  major charge: review curriculum and special projects from the summer.   
***Having in-depth conversation regarding Homework Policy – this is subsequent to the conference that 
district teachers attended in March presented by speaker Alfie Kohn.   
Transportation Dept:  has bid up to sell 2 buses and misc. equipment.  $6,643 as revenue from this sale 
will go to general fund. 
Donations:  family donating $448 for OP logos and “memorial logos” (coaches and players who lost 
family members recently to be worn on OP varsity football helmets 



 

 

= QABC donation to cover costs of filming home and away modified football games.  Also funding HS 
Varsity Club Advisor’s stipend. 
  
Seeking Board approval: Middle School seeking approval for planned trip to Puerto Rico ( some 
discussion about out-of-country vs. Puerto Rico which is technically part of US. )  Mr. McGarrity would 
like to get Board approval and Board President suggested including language that specified the lower 
continental 48 states. 
Technology Dept-  Partially funded by ERATE ( a program that funds schools and libraries under the 
direction of the Federal Communication Commission), req. Erie 1 BOCES add additional 363 wireless 
access ports.  This will double the number of access points across the District.  It will complete wireless 
needed for downloads and provide same level of upgrades as in MS project.  It will allow more devices 
to connect and at higher speeds. Cost is $240K over 3 years. 
  
Building Project Changes: $65,000 to change order on new softball (I think- might have been baseball) 
field.  This will allow the addition of a warning system- 10 ‘ wide track around the outside of the field.  
This is seen as a safety feature so that a player running back to field a ball can sense that they are close 
to the wall since they will change from turf to clay.  This project is eligible for 70% building aid.  The  
funds to cover this come out of the capital project money.  Since bids came in “favorably”, meaning 
under budget, there is $1.2 million “wiggle room” to cover.  Seen as being much less expensive to do 
this now while all of the construction equipment is on site rather than deciding to add it later. 
  
There is a 4.9% Fund Balance which is over the 4% cap set by NYS for public school districts.  This was 
unanticipated and is attributed to fewer retirements than anticipated. 
- This $900K over the cap will need to be planned to be used in 2017-18 budget OR to set up a capital 
reserve.  A facilities committee is being set up to discuss the next capital project.  If that plan goes 
forward, District can use the $900K for this funding.  Otherwise, they need to plan another way to use it 
in 2017-18.   
- *****Capital Reserve needs voter approval to set up AND voter approval to spend the money once the 
reserve has been set up.  This is very restrictive language established by NYS 
- 
Refunding of Bonds from 2008 is being done, now at lower interest rates, saving the district 
$70,000/year.  We have a AA3 Bond rating ( very strong- the 4th highest out of 21 ratings- most public 
school districts in NYS are lower).  We had previously been AA2 ( better).  Hoping to upgraded, but 
Moody’s ( rating) wants to see longer period of time in this good financial place to get bumped back up.  
This improved rating will further improve the interest rate that we get for borrowing. 
Professional Development:  CTLE (Continued teacher and leader education).  100 hours of professional 
development/5 years for holders of professional certificates is required by NYS.  OPCSD is going through 
the process of being recognized as a provider of this type of education so programs that the District runs 
can be counted for these hours for our teachers.  This requires an addendum to our professional 
development plan and NYS will then need to review and approve. 
  
School Safety Plan:  changes to existing policy in response to state regulatory changes.  Review of 
lockdown procedures; mental health training for newly hired staff now has to be done within 30 days.   
****Of the 12 required drills by NYS, 4 most be lockdown drill with students in the building and one of 
these 4 must be done when students are in a general meeting area like a cafeteria or assembly. 
Pre-Referral Intervention Strategies: Changes in consideration for AIS.  Previously, consideration based 
on state test results.  However, secondary to test opt-out movement and so many students not taking 
the test, there is a new 2 step process: 



 

 

1. Consider NYS assessment results 
2.Locally determined and consistent across grade level to make as standardized as possible 
OPCSD tries to look at 3 points of data to make this determination, eg. Running records.  The response 
that has been decided upon is that Fast Bridge will be the secondary tool used for students in grades 3-5 
and Final Exams, a common assessment, will be used in Middle School.   
NYS issued this directive on Aug. 12th and wanted it implemented Sept. 18th. 
  
Additional district notes can be found found on the OP Schools district website under board of 
education. 
  
Meeting Adjourned at 7:40 
 
 
 
Prepared by:Krissie Bonin – Vice President  
September 20, 2016 
 

NEXT PTO MEETING:  Thursday, October 13th @ 6:30pm 

    6:00pm Room Parent Orientation 
      
 


