
PTO Meeting Minutes 4-18-17 6:30PM 

Board Members Present:  Tracy Brege, President, Krissie Bonin – Vice President, Erin 

Schneckenberger – Secretary, Karen Laudico, Parent Volunteer Coordinator, Jessica 

Merry, Treasurer 

Tracy Brege called meeting to order at 6:31PM. 

President’s Report- Tracy Brege 

Nominations as of today at 4pm were discussed. Openings remain. Vote in May to make 

official. Volunteer of the year, congratulations to Pam Rauh. 6/7/17, dinner at Mangia. 

Explained Academic Excellence Program.  

Principal’s Report- Mr. Pietratone 

Spring Family Fun Night, a success. Thank you to the chairs and volunteers. Playground 

balls delivered, congratulations to the Destination Imagination participants, the 

Unstoppable 7 will be moving on to Globals. Reader’s workshop K-2 receiving training. 

Active 8: Glen Colton concert at Ellicott, Math grades 3-5 assessments will be the first 

week in May. District budget looks favorable, further discussion in the May meeting. 

Staff appreciation and Author Visit approaching in May.  

Treasurer Report –Jessica Merry  

 See report. New events: Halloween dance, dates should be finalized soon.  

Motion to vote on budget for 2017-2018 – Karen Laudico 

Second – Krissie Bonin 

13 voted in favor, 0 opposed.  

Budget passed.  

Volunteer Coordinator’s Report- Karen Laudico 

Finding a replacement for next year. Room parents have been selecting themes for 

classroom baskets for our Spring Family Night. 

Chocolate Sale – went well. Truck was late, much appreciation for all of the help.  



Newsletter - wonderful photos of the students have been included in the newsletter, 

Thank you to Liz DUckham. Thank you for the submissions. Last Friday of the month is 

the deadline for submissions.  

Spring Family Fun Night – A success! Thank you to the chairs and the volunteers. 

Author Visit – Matt Chandler for 4 days, writer workshops for grades 2-5. Heather 

Haris grades K and 1.  

Staff Appreciation Luncheon – May 5th, catering to be determined. 

Science Night – Volunteers needed for experiment stations.  New participants and 

experiments.  

 

Teachers Report: Mrs. Clader 

 

Kindergarten: 

We enjoyed our Pete the Cat Field Trip and can't wait to go to the Orchard 

Park Library the first week in May.  Mr. Morton is coming right when we get 

back from Spring Break.  We love his visits and are learning so much about 

animals.  We learned about Dental Health and are getting ready to learn about 

nutrition soon.  We are looking forward to our Author Visits.  We feel very 

privileged to meet both authors.  Thank you to all the parent volunteers who 

make our centers such a success! 

 

First grade: 

- Had 2 free activities during March - went to the Art Museum and had a 

meteorologist visit school. 

-Enjoyed FAMILY FUN NIGHT .  Thanks PTO and room parents for organizing 

such AMAZING baskets. 

-Looking forward to Ellicott science night during which we will have our 

DINOSAUR classroom MUSEUMS open for families to visit. 

Second Grade: 



The second grade classes loved their field trip to the Theatre of Youth to see 

"Charlotte's Web"!  Thank you so much to the PTO for funding some of the 

trip.   

~In the classroom, we are learning about measurement and fractions in math, 

and in science, we will be learning about the life cycle of plants and animals 

soon. 

 

~We are also looking forward to our May 1st field trip to the Buffalo Zoo. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Third Grade: 

This month we are working on fractions and multiple step word problems in 

Math.  --In ELA, we are enjoying biographies, and character studies.  

-Using the RACE strategy in writing and going back to the text continue to be    

  areas the students need practice with. 

-Our Science curriculum is continuing with Rocks and Minerals, and then will 

move  

  on to Life Cycles.   

-Thank you to the PTO for helping to pay some of the cost for us to attend 

the – 

  Theater of youth and see Charlotte's Web.   

-It tied in nicely with our ELA curriculum and stories that teach us life lessons. 

 

Fourth Grade: 

Fourth graders just finished reading biographies and non-fiction books.  We are 

delving into a historical fiction unit in Reader's Workshop.  In math, we are 

moving from fractions to measurement and geometry.  The students are excited 



to see that our Land & Water science kits have arrived as we are wrapping up 

with electricity.  Also, we will all be heading to the Lockport Locks at the end 

of May! There is a lot to be excited about in Grade 4! 

Fifth Grade: 

The 5th Grade's trip to the Buffalo Museum of Science is on 4/6.  We greatly 

appreciate the additional funding the PTO provided in order to make this extra 

trip possible! Darien Lake Day is scheduled for June 12.  All parents are welcome 

to attend. 

Vocal Music:  

Thirteen Ellicott fourth and fifth grade chorus members will be participating in 

the Buffalo Niagara Youth Chorus Invitational Festival 

at the Westminster Church in Buffalo in April. The festival will encompass choral 

music singing and reading, storytelling, and movement 

activities.  A choral concert on Saturday, April 22nd will culminate the weekend 

festival. 

 

 

 

 

Band News: 

 

All of our bands- 5th Grade Advanced, 4th Grade Beginner and the Jazz Band- 

are getting ready for concert season in May. 

 

We also have 12 Ellicott 5th Graders diligently practicing to perform at the 

NYSSMA Solo Festival being held at Frontier High School on April 21-22.   

 

Go Ellicott Band students!!! 

 

PE Dept: 



 

We thank the PTO IMMENSELY for funding our Activ8 Kids Assembly this past 

March.  Glenn Colton was  soooo enthusiastic and really pumped up the primary 

grades by reinforcing healthy concepts through his humor, song, activity, and 

dance. The kids totally got into his program!   We also thank you parents for 

your support of our fitness programs across the board- from Activ8 Kids for our 

primary kids and the Fitness For Kids for our intermediates. In fact, our 

intermediate grades, due to their great participation in Fitness For Kids, have 

won a really cool assembly on May 11th by the local entertainer Kevin McCarthy. 

This concert will be graciously sponsored by Independent Health. We are really 

looking forward to it!!! 

Library: 

A big thank you for the gift of a $1000 for library books.  

Many of our popular books get checked out well over a hundred times each, so 

that $1000 means a lot of extra reading!  

 

Guest Speaker – Samantha Mott – Berkshire Farms and Youth Services. A foster care 

agency in Buffalo and WNY. Currently 16,800 kids currently in foster care, 1000 in 

MNY. Currently seeking foster families, WNY is in great need. Open house on May 31st. 

For further information:  

email Samantha Mott – Smott@berkshirefarm.org 

Call 716-341-3295 

http://www.berkshirefarm.org/programs_and_services/foster_care_3_srvm.htm 

 

Next Meeting May 9, 6:30 pm 

Respectfully Submitted by Erin Schneckenberger 
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