PTO Meeting Minutes 5-09-17 6:30PM

Board Members Present: Tracy Brege, President, Krissie Bonin - Vice President, Jessica

Merry, Treasurer
Dijstrict Budget Presentation - Mr- McGarrity-

President’s Report- Tracy Brege

Nominations slate vote, motion by Mrs- Hackford, Second by Mrs- Clader- Slate
accepted in unanimous vote:- Volunteer recognition - thank you to the 5% grade
parents moving on, transportation breakfast discussed, Volunteer of the year - Pam
Rauh- Open positions discussed, Year long positions recognized and thanked including
newsletter, signboard, garden and grounds, BET, Central Council Reps, email blasts,

Parent Volunteer Coordinators, BOE reps-

Principal’s Report - Given by Mrs- Hackford- Mr-Pietrantone thanked all volunteers for

their support- He extended his thanks to the many parents who are moving on from

Ellicott next year-

Teacher’s Report = Mrs- Clader
PTO Teacher’s Report
May 9, 2017

Kindergarten- Mr. Morton brought animals that were born this spring for us to see. We were able to pet
chicks and rabbits. They were adorable. We went to a field trip to the Library. We had a great time and
the children received their very own library cards. We celebrated Earth Day by learning how we can take
care of the earth. Every little bit helps! We are also learning about nutrition and did nutrition centers with
all the Kindergarten classes. We had Kindergarten orientation on Monday and Tuesday 8th-9th for
incoming Kindergarteners.

First Grade -

Thank you for the author visit. We loved both of them.

We look forward to our field trip to the play and our Popsicles at fun day.

We really enjoyed science night and especially the first grade dinosaur museum that we attended, as
well.

Second grade classes went to the Buffalo Zoo today for a wet adventure. Despite the weather, the kids
loved it and had a great time!
~We all loved having Matt Chandler come to our classrooms and work with each class. THANK YOU!



~We are looking forward to our 2nd grade Fun Day on Wednesday, May 31st, and on celebrating with a
picnic afterward with our 2nd grade parents. More details about that will be coming home soon.

Grade 3:

THANK YOU to the PTO for the amazing Author Visit! We really enjoyed our time with Matt Chandler!
And another thank you for helping to fund part of our upcoming trip to Penn Dixie and bringing us the
Butterfly Guy!

We can't wait to dig and hunt for fossils and learn more about butterflies during both of these science
enrichment events.

In other curriculum, we are combining ELA and Social Studies to work on the skill of close reading with an
article on the Great Wall of China.

We will continue with fractions, geometry and multiple step word problems in Math. Multiplication fact
fluency continues to be a focus.

This month the Music department will be teaching the third grade students all about the instrumental
program offered here at Ellicott.

Be on the look out for this paperwork. We also have our Fun Day coming up on May 19th HERE at
Ellicott! Come and join us!

4th Grade

The 4th Grade is beginning our final Unit in Reader's Workshop. We are working on Historical Fiction
book clubs. Each group will be studying a different time period in history and reading books that relate.

In Math, we are wrapping up our study of Geometry and heading into decimals. We are all excited to be
starting our final unit in Science entitled Land and Water. And finally, the children are ecstatic about the
three field trips planned for the final months of school. We will be visiting the Lockport Locks, the
Genesee Country Village (Mumford), and taking a nature walk with Earth Spirit. We are so happy to have
Fun Days here at Ellicott. and look forward to seeing you all there.

Fifth grade is planning our trip to Darien Lake on Monday, June 12. We enjoyed our role at Science
Night this year, and the students liked talking about science with the younger kids. Recognition day is
Monday, June 19 at 9:30 in the cafeteria. We will also be having sessions with the middle school
counselor over the next two months. Students will get to hear about what to expect at OPMS.

The Physical Education Department is excited to announce that due to the positive response to Fitness
For Kids Fitness program in grades 3 through 5, we have "won" an upbeat and fun concert by Kevin
McCarthy, a popular local musical artist on May 11th. We are very appreciatively of Independent Health
with whom we work with as they are sponsoring this great assembly for our upper grades! Sincerely,
Mrs. Trampert

March and April in Computer Lab: Many of the sites | mention can be found at
my website: www.mrsstott.com.

Kindergarten:

We used Pixie 4 to create a booklet about the 4 seasons. Students used clip art to
dress up a child for the season on each page. This took many weeks and they did a
great job! We also watched a couple of “Clicky” videos from www.NetSmartzkids.orqg.
We learned how to be safe with strangers. Recently, we started to use a program called
“Clifford Phonics”. The students are using sight words and rhyming words to create a
float for a parade at the end of a carnival.



http://www.mrsstott.com/
http://www.netsmartzkids.org/

First Grade:

We used “Learn about Dinosaurs” and Pixe4. We created our big research projects for
our Dinosaur Museum. | used their slides to create a booklet and | made a class
slideshow with everyone’s slides. Super job!! We are working on a secret project for
Mother’s Day right now. Shh!

Second Grade:

We've been working long and hard on our Communities project using Pixie4. Just about
everyone is done and most of the books are printed. They did a great job! We are now
starting to learn about using the home row and typing using the proper fingers. We'll go
slowly with this for the rest of the year so they will be ready for “EduTyping” in 3" Grade.
We are also watching some “Clicky” videos that are teaching us how to be safer online
and when we come in contact with strangers.

Third Grade:

We used Graph Club 2.0 to create a pictograph and a bar graph. We created a
guestion, collected data, labeled our graphs, and entered our data. We then answered
questions about our graphs. We also watched some “Clicky” videos that taught us how
to be safer online, create strong passwords and learned how to use good “netiquette”.
We’'ll be starting a project about butterflies soon.

Fourth grade:

We used part of the nys.gov site to research fun facts about New York State. We
learned how to use “Google Classroom” to get our assignment and to hand it in. No
paper touched our hands. Cool! Then we watched some “Clicky” videos that reminded
us how to be safer online, create strong passwords and learned how to use good
“netiquette”. We are finishing a project right now about circuits. We used a program
called “Virtual Labs Electricity”. We had to create 3 working circuits: a simple circuit, a
series circuit, and a parallel circuit.

Fifth Grade:

We went into our Google Drive to organize our files. We created folders, checked for
and/or deleted untitled documents and made our drive ready for use next year in 6™
grade. We also watched some “Clicky” videos from www.NetSmartzkids.org that
reviewed how to be safer online, create strong passwords, and learned how to use good
“netiquette”. We went on a site called “Everfi” that is sponsored by the NHL. It was a fun
way to review our math and science skills. We recently began a project that was started
in art class. We used the “snipping tool” to copy and paste our own drawings into Pixe4.
We will then use only 4 colors to create an “Any Warhol” style picture of our drawing of
an endangered animal. Your children are wonderful artists!

Mrs. Stott


http://www.netsmartzkids.org/

Here's what's happening in the Art Boom!

First of all, a big thank you to the PTO for the wonderful new, safer art stools!

My students and | love them and another big thank you to Mr. Weiser for
assembling them. What a nice surprise to see them upon our return from break!

Our Kindergarten Artists have completed their owl sculptures which are on
display in the library. They currently are drawing and painting gardens, inspired
by Lois Ehlerts’ book, ‘Planting A Rainbow’.

First Grade Artists are creating cut paper and mosaic still lifes. We’re having a lot
of fun, ‘drawing with scissors’!

Claude Monet’s Water Lilies are the inspiration for the ceramic slab dishes our
Second Grade Artists are decoupaging. Magnifique!

Creativity is running amok in Third Grade! Our artists are creating very cool
ceramic monsters!

The Fourth and Fifth Grade Art Show was a success and nicely complimented
Music in May to create a lovely Evening of the Arts. Students were proud to
show off their talents to their families and friends! A very special thank you
to Michelle Romanowski and Holly Johmnson for hanging the art show and
especially Melissa Bogart for the beautifully creative 2-b display!

We enjoyed weaving so much last year that it’s back by popular demand! Our
Fourth Grade Artists are creating paper weavings out of their paintings. | am
prepared to be amazed!

Our Fifth Grade Artists are finishing up their repousse (metal tooled) flowers,
inspired by Georgia O’Keeffe in time for the R.E.A.C.H. Exhibit at Rider Frames
and Gallery. The exhibit runs May 15-19. Students are now beginning to work on
acrylic paintings inspired by Jean-Michel Basquiat, Chuck Tingley, and Matt Grote.
Tingley & Grote are from Western New York!




ArtSplash! opens Friday May 19t and runs until Tuesday, May 30 at the Orchard
Park Library. This year Ellicott is represented by the following artists; Victor
Dinero, Kassy Spitz, Madeline Bogart, Kahlen Tonucci, Ryan Coyle, Ragan
Emmerling, Isabella Sollecito, Avery Walh, Catherine Lesh, Owen Casto, Sarah
Nichols, Giovanna Mangino, Estelle Azurin, Dylan Swanson, Lucas Cummings,
Lydia Giralamo, Ella Palczewski, Abigail Provost, and Jackson Conley!

Thank you for everything you do to encourage your children’s creativity and for
your support of the arts at Ellicott!

Mrs, Benes

Treasurer Report -Jessica Merry

See report: A few expenses are still outstanding-

Committee Reports

Newsletter - Thank you for the submissions- Last Friday of the month is the usual
deadline for submissions: Due to the Memorial Day holiday the deadline has been
extended to Tuesday May 30%- June will be our final publication-

Science Night - Over 700 attendees, 65 volunteers, thank you for a successful event:

Discussions about next year’s event and hoping to avoid HS conflicts

Box Tops - May 26* Deadline for box tops submissions -

Transition Time was given for outgoing chairpersons to meet with incoming chairpersons

to share information-*

Respectfully Submitted by Erin Schneckenberger



