
ELLICOTT PTO MINUTES 

Tuesday November 14, 2017 

Board Members Present: Caren Chaffee- President, Erin Schneckenberger Co-Vice President, 
Erin Mastroianni- Secretary, Jessica Merry- Treasurer, Jennifer Duff- Parent Volunteer 
Coordinator 
 
Meeting called to order at 6:35 by Caren Chaffee 
 

President’s Report- Caren Chaffee 

T-shirts have been received by all.   
Membership- would like to communicate to Ellicott community about linking your TOPS bonus 
card every year so Ellicott benefits.  There is another opportunity with Amazon Smile that we 
could also look into.  There is currently a problem accessing our PTO email.   
 

Principal’s Report- Mr. Pietrantone 

The t-shirts the PTO provided are great.  Veteran’s Day Assembly was very nice.  A slideshow 
was put together with pictures the students brought in.  The assembly and the front foyer for 
the Veterans was well-received.  Early dismissal on 11/15.  There will also be a Peaceful bus 
meeting which occurs twice a year.  Fifth grade musical tryouts are underway.   On 11/29, 120 
chorus students will have their holiday concert at Ellicott.  In December, the band and orchestra 
will have their holiday concert at the high school.  Report cards will be open on the Portal on 
December 8.  Fifth graders just attended a field trip to the Erie County Courthouse.   Fourth 
grade just received a $1000 grant through the State Parks for a field trip.  The Fifth grade is also 
pursuing one.   
 

Treasurers Report- Jessica Merry 

-See report.  The latest report had a significant increase because of the purchase of the new 
sign which is supposed to be shipped this week and then will go to Buildings and Grounds for 
installation.   
A document was made and will be distributed to all event chairs which describes procedures for 
reimbursement and tax exempt procedures, including which stores allow for tax exempt status.  
Tax exempt forms and cards are in the office in the PTO box and need to be signed in and out.   
We are currently below membership income and hope to increase membership once PayPal is 
linked up online. 
 

Teachers’ Report - Mrs. Silver, Mrs. Hackford, Mrs. Clader 

Classroom News 
First Grade has been incredibly busy and having so much fun! On Halloween we went to 
assisted living facilities in Orchard Park and sang festive songs.  Old and young enjoyed the 
shows!  We are also working on our chains of kindness for Rachel's Challenge.  The children 
really enjoy "catching" each other being good and having the good deed being written on a 



chain link.  We have prepared to celebrate Veteran's day!  Our hallways look very patriotic.  
Finally, all of the first graders are working on becoming "Word Detectives"!  Lots of things going 
on in grade 1! 
Second grade was proud to participate in the Veteran's Day assembly at Ellicott, and learning 
about this special holiday.   Second grade is also excited to be planning our first field trip to the 
Theatre of Youth on December 8th to see "A Charlie Brown Christmas".  Thank you to the PTO 
for helping pay for part of the tickets for each student.   
Grade 3- Students are learning how to tackle mystery books!  We have learned how to figure 
out who might be a suspect and what their motive might be.  We are also learning strategies to 
use when the story gets tricky for us!  We are becoming terrific detectives!  In math, we will 
continue to work on multiplication and word problem solving. We are transitioning to learning 
about time and metric measures.  Our word problem skills will be tested as we think about 
what the problem is asking us and try to solve it.  Using counters to act out the word problems 
is a great way for students to conceptualize what is happening.  Place value plays a key role in 
this unit of study.  Some classes have almost completed the Body Systems unit, and then 
science will center on buoyancy with many hands on activities done in class.  The students will 
be learning to make a hypothesis and then work through an experiment to figure out if their 
ideas were correct or if they have to predict again.  We are thankful to have your students in 
our classes each day and to see them learning and growing each day! 
Fourth grade has had a busy fall!   We began the month kicking off Rachel's Challenge, our 
schoolwide initiative to end bullying and increase positivity and kindness in our school 
environment.  We had a visit mid-month from our Columbia's Teacher's College trainer Mrs. 
Sheehan. She worked with fourth graders from Mrs. Ermolovich and Ms. Moloney's rooms, as 
well as all of the teachers on improving one-on-one reading instruction as well as direct 
instruction during read aloud time.  As a grade, we ended the month by wrapping up our first 
Fiction unit study on Character Development.  Students are really increasing their ability to 
track character change throughout a story, and recognize complexity in these characters!  We 
began our non-fiction unit at the beginning of the month and are ready to learn the note-taking 
skills that will help us to learn as we read about interesting topics. Our kids were very excited to 
dive into our NF libraries and many have found topics of interest already. Our Science unit, 
which studies the growth and development of plants is coming to an end, as many of us are 
pollinating our flowers and studying the duties of bees in the plant world. 
5th grade will be visiting the Erie County Courthouse for a learning experience and mock trial 
with Judge John Curran of the NYS Supreme Court on November 14. Following the trip, we will 
have lunch from Subway provided by the PTO.  Our annual Darien Lake trip is planned for June 
11. All parents are welcome and encouraged to attend.  On November 21, we’ll have our 
friendship salad. Each student will bring in an ingredient to make fruit and chef salad for all 
students to share.  Auditions for the musical, Pirates Past Noon, will take place on the 13th and 
14th of November. At this point, we have 126 of the 140 students signed up to participate. 
 
Library News 
We had the biggest Fall ever! Our students took home over 10,000 library books since school 
started which is the most since we've been keeping track and 2000 more than last year. Keep 



reading!  In early October we raised and released some butterflies in the library. See the 
pictures and everything else going on in the library at: http://ellicottlibrary.tumblr.com/ 
 
Music News 
The music room has been very busy lately! In October and November, the music curriculum is 
somewhat holiday-driven. In all of our classes, we are working to use our singing voices 
properly, move expressively, and understand the music we encounter, so that we can respond 
to it appropriately. I am so enjoying my days here at Ellicott. The students and I are connecting, 
building relationships, and having much fun in our classes together. I'm thrilled to be here! 
Kindergarten and First graders prepared several songs for their Halloween performances, 
explored the difference between their singing and chanting voices, worked on maintaining a 
steady beat in duple and triple meter, played classroom instruments, and learned "God Bless 
America" and "Grand Old Flag" for the Veterans Day Assembly.The Second and Third grades 
also learned a few Halloween songs, some simple choreography, worked on differentiating 
between duple and triple meter, and started some beginning drumming. They have also been 
practicing patriotic songs for Veterans Day. The Fourth graders are learning how to use the 
tubanos (our African drums) to do call and response, and rhythm patterns for a simple drum 
ensemble. They spent some time learning the National Anthem and discussing the meaning of 
the lyrics and history behind the song. 4th and Fifth graders are learning solfege (do, re, mi, 
etc.) with hand signs, and differentiating between major and minor tonalities, as well as duple 
and triple meters. They are also starting to read rhythm notation for patterns in duple meter.   
The 5th graders have had the busiest lessons, as we have been trying to squeeze all of the extra 
events this month into our time together. They are preparing for our 5th grade musical, The 
Magic Tree House Pirates Past Noon, Kids! We've been learning one of the songs in class, 
exploring the story and characters, learning basic dance moves that will show up in the 
choreography, and talking about expression in performance. 5th graders also have learned 
about the National Anthem and p vbracticed patriotic songs for the upcoming assembly. In 
addition, several have auditioned for All County Chorus on the song, "God Bless America."  
 
November Computer Lab News   
Kindergarten:  We used Pixie 4 to count objects and color them using this graphic design 
program.  We also began using A to Zap, a program that has an activity for every letter of the 
alphabet. **I can always use a couple extra hands with the Kindergarteners, so please sign up 
for volunteer training if you would like to help out in the computer lab!! 
Grade 1: We finished our Clifford Learning Activities program.  We are currently working on a 
Thanksgiving project using Pixie 4.  
Grade 2: We finished our activities with “Learn About Matter” and printed certificates. We also 
used Pixie 4 to create a fall picture using many different tools: 3-D, smudge, paint bucket, 
stickers, shape tools, etc. 
Grade 3: We finished our project on the map of the world identifying the continents and 
oceans.  We began EduTyping. We will use this all year long. A letter was sent home describing 
the use of the program. Remember to have your student practice for 5-10 minutes a few days a 
week at home to learn good keyboarding habits. We will soon be using “ReadingEggspress”. It is 

http://ellicottlibrary.tumblr.com/


an online reading program that has your child work at their level. Encourage them to play it at 
home. 
Grade 4: We are now using EduTyping to practice and build our keyboarding skills. Remember 
to encourage your child to practice at home for 5-10 minutes a few days a week. We are 
currently working on a Google Slides project about the parts of a plant. They will learn to use 
the program as they discuss and identify the parts of a seed, plant, and bee. 
Grade 5:  We are now using EduTyping to practice and build our keyboarding skills. Remember 
to encourage your child to practice at home for 5-10 minutes a few days a week. We completed 
an activity in Google Classroom that focused on formatting documents in Google Docs. They are 
getting very good at changing the style, color, font, aligning/centering the font, and using spell 
check. We also started using Everfi.com. It is an NHL sponsored site that provides Math and 
Science activities. 

 
Parent Volunteer Coordinator’s Report- Jennifer Duff 

The first party for classes was during Halloween, so everyone that volunteered had to be 
trained.  At this point if there is anyone else needing training, it can be done online.   
 

Wrap-Up Reports 
-Halloween Dance- Staci Cramer, Marissa Beechler   
We had about 450 total guests pre-sale and just over 200 at the door! We gave out inflatable 
guitars and balls as well as costume prizes for different categories ($5 gift cards).  We had great 
volunteers help with setup, at door tables, the food and drink tables and clean up.  We have 
received a lot of positive feedback and some great suggestions for next year if we're looking to 
continue this event. 
 
-Movie Night- Liane Roy 
Was under budget.  It was not well attended due to the timing as it was Halloween week and 
the dance just occurred.  Perhaps another time of year, like January, would be better. 
 
-Book Fair Anne-Marie Asci, Ren Choroser 
$1,865.00 was made from the 25% of the gross proceeds from the book fair held on November 
3rd, 6th and 7th. The total sales from Friday night were $663.00, Monday was $2,949.00 and 
Tuesday was $3,845.00 for a total of $7,457.00.  There was about $107 in “Good Deeds Funds” 
due to some of the children not having enough money or no money to pay for their books.  This 
loss was taken by the vendor. We especially thank those PTO parents, teachers/aides and 
students who volunteered this year, especially Anne Marie Asci and Ren Choroser.  Starting in 
2018, the percentage given to the PTO will be changing to 20%.  
Sign Up Genius was utilized as volunteer sign up mode and 100% of volunteer slots were filled.  
Additional volunteers showed up to assist for set up and it was very helpful having at least one 
stronger individual to help in the unloading of boxes of books from library.  Preview attendance 
was rather poor due to a lack of attendance at Movie Night. Generally speaking, classroom 
visits went as scheduled.  As expected, most help was needed in the lower grades.  All cash and 
record of sales was handled by vendor. In the future: consider linking Book Fair with another 



already well-attended event at school; consider engaging school librarian more fully in 
promotion of kinds of books that might be at the book sale; consider having student poster 
contest for advertising with and award of $10-20 in books at Fair; consider having a teacher 
wish lists for classroom libraries for parents to possibly help fulfill; and consider having the PTO 
commit a certain dollar amount for purchase of books for school library.   

 

Reports on Upcoming Events 
-PJ Day Kimberly Penn, Carrie Stromecki 
Will be held 11/21.  It will benefit the SPCA and items can also be brought in as listed on the 
flyer.  The poster is ready and the envelopes.  
 
-Chocolate Sale Nicole Chelus, Julia Serenka 
Nothing to report.  
 
-Science Night Liz Duckham, Nicole Avitahl-Curtis, Seshi Campbell, Krissy Crawford 
Planning is underway.  Most exhibits are lined up.  We would like to start having volunteers 
lined up in January as last year was a real struggle getting volunteers due to a conflict at the 
high school.   
 

Updates 
-Membership/Directory- Carrie Stromecki, Kimberly Penn 
All have been emailed and have accounts. People are already logging in.  The app is ready for all 
to use.  Faculty will be emailed this week to log in.  Jessica is working on creating a PayPal 
account. Once that is done, we can set up the link on the web. On the web, people can pay for a 
membership, make donations, and pay for upcoming events and apparel. 
 
-Newsletter/Social Media Tiffany Hsu 
Please send to Tiffany by Friday 11/17 to include in the Newsletter. 
 
-Box Tops- Tiffany Hsu, Carrie Andruszko 
The school collected about 7100+ Box Tops - amount of $734.80 (check will be issued Dec) 
The Bounce Magic winning class was 1st Grade teacher Kelly Smith.  A 1st grader from Mrs. 
Silver’s class brought 231 Box Tops and is the family pack winner.  Prizes were picked and will 
be distributed to the winners this week.  The next Box Top run will be Jan 2018! 
 
-Square one Art- Holly Johnson 
All orders were due Monday but if they forgot to order, they have until Thursday 11/16 for 
online orders only.  The pick-up date will be Dec 8 from 3p-6p at school.  
 
-BET Update 
Recycling was discussed in more detail as we look for ways to feasibly increase recycling at the 
school.  Classroom bins were ordered and the ability to comingle recycling items was brought to 
the attention of the staff.   



 
-Board of Education- Ren Choroser 
Nothing to report. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:37pm.  Next meeting on January 4, 2018 at 6:30pm. 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Erin Mastroianni, Secretary. 
 


