
ELLICOTT PTO MINUTES 

Thursday January 4, 2018 

Board Members Present: Caren Chaffee- President, Erin Mastroianni- Secretary, Jennifer Duff- 
Parent Volunteer Coordinator 
 
Meeting called to order at 6:33 by Caren Chaffee 
 
President’s Report- Caren Chaffee 
The PTO received thank yours from the fifth grade for the trip to the Lancaster Opera House 
and the lunch.  Any new students are receiving t-shirts and information on how to join the PTO.  
Any new flyers will have the link to join the PTO and encouragement to “like” the PTO on 
Facebook.  There are 170 confirmed families and the new MySchool app has increased ability 
for communication via email.   
 
Principal’s Report- Mr. Pietrantone 
Thank you to the PTO for the holiday treats.  December concerts were great.  It was Mrs. 
Holden’s first year of concerts and she has done a great job.  We had a Holiday Sing Along with 
some surprise faculty dancing.  Universal screening is occurring in January.  Fifth grade has 
DARE graduation January 12.  The fifth grade has been practicing for the musical.  Early 
dismissal January 30.  The NYS assessments have been changed from a three day to a two day 
this year.  The ELA will be 4/11 and 4/12 and math will be 5/1 and 5/2. 
 
Treasurers Report- Jessica Merry 
Square 1 was anticipated to bring in $1500 and brought in approximately $1575. 
See report. 
 
Teachers’ Report - Mrs. Silver, Mrs. Hackford, Mrs. Clader 
Classroom News 
Kindergarten will see Mr. Morton on the 9th.  We are wrapping up our very exciting Super 
Powers unit in reading workshop.  We will discuss winter and MLK as the month moves along. 
First grade is full of hard working resolutions for the New Year!  We have ended our unit on 
Word Detectives and are beginning to read and write nonfiction books!  We are looking 
forward to learning about and celebrating the life of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. as well.  At the 
end of the month we learn about nutrition from the Milk Magician.  He is always highly 
entertaining and full of fun facts!  Thanks PTO! 
Second grade is working to reschedule our "snow day" cancelled field trip to the Theatre of 
Youth.  We will be going to see Stellaluna on May 18th.  During Reader's Workshop, our classes 
are beginning an exciting non-fiction unit next.  All classes are working on learning cursive 
handwriting and our students are VERY excited! 
Third  grade Happy New Year from 3rd grade!  We are continuing in math with regrouping 
across zeros, place value and rounding skills.   Carefully reading and thinking is needed when 



answering 2 and 3 step word problems.  In ELA, we are working in our non-fiction unit.  Coming 
up there is a biography component to this unit!  For social studies, our classrooms will be 
studying the United States and its government.  Finally, rocks and mineral discoveries will be 
the focus for our science curriculum. 
Fourth grade rounded out 2017 finishing up our Non-Fiction unit on Extreme Weather. Students 
had a blast learning about hurricanes, tornadoes, earthquakes, and tsunamis! While creating 
research projects, they even got a chance to look at some current events with regards to the 
weather.  Our field trip to the Buffalo Science Museum tied in beautifully with this, as we took 
part in a workshop that studied wind current, completed an experiment to water density, and 
got to experience the force of a real tornado in a mock wind tunnel!  While studying the history 
and importance of Martin Luther King Jr. to start the year, we look forward to moving into our 
second Non-Fiction Workshop unit, which ties in the American Revolution! In Math, we are on 
the final phase of our Multiplication/Division unit, during which the students learn to multiply 
two digit numbers by two digit numbers.  We will begin reassessing our students one:one with 
running records this week, with expectations to finish all students by the end of January. 
Fifth grade is gearing up for DARE graduation on Jan 12. We are also getting very excited for the 
musical. Rehearsal schedules have gone home, and practice is in full-swing. 
Academically, we're working on long division in math. Continuing our non-fiction work, we'll be 
researching controversial topics (such as "should cell phones be banned in school") in our 
Argument and Advocacy unit.  As a reminder, Darien Lake day is June 11. Mark your calendars! 
 
Band 
Ellicott has seven 5th grade band students attending and participating in the ECMEA solo 
festival this weekend at Depew.   
Amelia Pericak  Gr 4 Flute 
Abigail Thorpe  Gr 5 Alto Sax 
Avery Walh      Gr 5 Alto Sax 
Amanda Faust  Gr 5 Alto Sax 
Zoe Curtis        Gr 5 Trombone 
Ethan Schottin  Gr 5 Snare Drum 
Jude Wabick     Gr 5 Snare Drum 
 
December Computer Lab News  
Kindergarten:  We began a new program called www.ReadingEggs.com. We took a short quiz 
before playing so we would be playing the reading/phonics games at our own level. Parent 
letters were sent home so students could access this (and many other sites) at home at any 
time. We also used www.ABCya.com and www.santatracker.google.com to do some holiday 
activities. 
Grade 1: Parent letters were sent home with information on how students could access many 
of our paid websites at home at any time. We learned about Holidays in England, Mexico, 
France, Greece, Germany, and Israel. We created a “Holidays Around the World” booklet using 
Pixie4. We also used www.santatracker.google.com to do some holiday activities. 

http://www.readingeggs.com/
http://www.abcya.com/
http://www.santatracker.google.com/
http://www.santatracker.google.com/


Grade 2: We began a weekly research activity using www.PebbleGo.com. We “researched an 
animal using this site and write one complete sentence in our own words to tell an interesting 
fact we learned. We will continue to add to this most weeks in a saved Word document. We 
also used activities in Abcya.com to practice using 2 hands to type these sentences (left hand on 
the left, right hand on the right).  
Grade 3: We began a new program called ReadingEggspress. It is the older student version of 
ReadingEggs.  We took a short quiz before playing so we would be playing the 
reading/comprehension/spelling games at our own level. Parent letters were sent home so 
students could access this (and many other sites) at home at any time. We also used 
www.santatracker.google.com to do some holiday activities that mainly included computer 
coding: Code a snowflake, Code Lab, and Code Boogie. 
Grade 4: We completed a Plant project using Google Slides. We completed slides by identifying 
the different parts of a seed, a plant, and a bee. We also wrote what they need or how they 
help. We also used www.santatracker.google.com to do some holiday activities. Many of them 
involved computer coding. We wrote code to make an elf dance or move through a maze and 
created a snowflake with code. 
Grade 5:  We worked a lot with a robot called Scribbler. We wrote code to make it light up, 
make sound, and move. Some of us even got it to draw shapes like a square or a triangle. We 
also used www.santatracker.google.com to do some holiday activities. Many of them involved 
computer coding. We wrote code to make an elf dance or move through a maze and created a 
snowflake with code. 

 
 
Parent Volunteer Coordinator’s Report- Jennifer Duff 
We just finished the holiday season.  Room parents gave teachers a questionnaire which made 
holiday gift shopping much easier.  Room parents have been filling out a donation log to record 
money and items received.  Some people have done online volunteer training. 
 
Wrap-Up Reports 
-PJ Day Kimberly Penn, Carrie Stromecki 
Was held 11/21.  $673 was donated to the SPCA along with a trunk full of additional items.  The 
SPCA was very appreciative especially since it came from a school.  A thank you note was 
received from them.   
 
Reports on Upcoming Events 
-Chocolate Sale Nicole Chelus, Julia Serenka 
Catalogs will be sent out to the Chairs on January 9.  The envelopes will need to be stuffed with 
a flyer.   
-Science Night Liz Duckham, Nicole Avitahl-Curtis, Seshi Campbell, Krissy Crawford 
Will be held 4/26.  Volunteers will be greatly appreciated! 
-Author Visit Liane Roy 
A $1000 grant came through. 
 

http://www.pebblego.com/
http://www.santatracker.google.com/
http://www.santatracker.google.com/
http://www.santatracker.google.com/


-Family Fun Night Michelle Hudak, Sandie Palzewski, Liane Roy 
A recommendation was made to look into using Mr. Adam Kreutinger to help out as he is very 
talented.  
 
Updates 
-Membership/Directory- Carrie Stromecki, Kimberly Penn 
There are 170 confirmed families.  Around 15 families joined the PTO since the email was sent 
out to create a log in and pay via PalPal.  191 logins to the site since it was rolled out.   
-Newsletter Tiffany Hsu 
Will be simplified and easier to read.  A link will be sent that connects to the Virtual Backpack. 
-BET Update 
Nothing to report  -Board of Education- Ren Choroser 
Nothing to report. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned.  Next meeting on February 6, 2018 at 6:30pm. 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Erin Mastroianni, Secretary. 
 


