ELLICOTT PTO MINUTES

Tuesday February 6, 2018

Board Members Present: Caren Chaffee- President, Erin Schneckenberger- Vice President, Erin
Mastroianni- Secretary, Jennifer Duff- Parent Volunteer Coordinator

Meeting called to order at 6:35 by Caren Chaffee

President’s Report- Caren Chaffee

The PTO is looking for a volunteer to research and possibly coordinate an online school supply
endeavor. The PTO is also looking into a possible fundraiser with a new local kids haircutting
salon.

Principal’s Report- Mr. Pietrantone

Thank you to all of the parents who are helping with the fifth grade musical. A literacy team is
planning a parent information night on March 12. This will be a collaborative effort with a
literacy coach and teachers to inform parents of our literacy program.

Treasurers Report- Jessica Merry
See report. The expenses look high because of the purchase of the sign. Other expenses are as
expected, except tee-shirts as we have had a lot of new students.

Teachers’ Report - Mrs. Silver, Mrs. Hackford, Mrs. Clader

Classroom News

Kindergarten This month we are busy! Celebrating Groundhog Day, Valentine's Day, the 100th
day, and President's day. Mr. Morton will be in next week, hopefully with the groundhog. We
are working on building our reading our reading muscles and building our number sense too!
We will be celebrating the 100t Day on February 13t.

First grade is a busy place! We learned about nutrition with the Milk Magician- THANK YOU
PTO! The students can't help but be engaged in learning with his talent! We have also been
learning a lot about being nonfiction readers and learning about Dr. Martin Luther King Jr was a
big part of that in January. We learned a lot from his peaceful example. We are researching
animals for a nonfiction writing project and getting ready for all the fun that February brings:
Groundhog's Day, Olympics, Chinese New Year, Valentine's Day. Dental Health, Black and
Women's History Month, and President's Day. OH MY!

Second grade is learning about presidents this month is social studies. In reader's workshop,
we are wrapping up our non-fiction unit, and will be starting our next unit, ramping up our
reading power! We are excited about Explore & More coming to visit us next month in March
with their "Tinkering" presentation.

Third grade is working on a Character Traits unit in Reading Workshop for ELA. We will be
exploring the differences between feelings and traits and learning how to identify behaviors
and language that can help us understand how a character is feeling or their motivation for



doing something. Please continue to remind your children to return their books and reading
logs completed each day. Math lessons will involve continued practice with multiplication using
6, 7, 8 and 9 as factors through solving word problems. We will move from there into teaching
about area and a review of graphing. In science, we will be starting our Rocks and Minerals unit
as soon as we finish up our study of the US and our government.

Fourth grade has been diving into the history of America! Through both Social Studies and
Reader's Workshop, we are studying colonial life, the American Revolution, and the beginning
of our country. Our students have become expert researchers over the past few months, and
are applying that skill to find out the causes of the Revolution. We are loving having 1:1 chrome
books, We look forward to the weather warming up, to enjoy our field trips to Fort Niagara and
Genesee Country Museum to experience life in the 1700s first hand. Many of our students are
trialing a new block time switch system, during which students visit other fourth grade teachers
during their block 'enrichment and intervention' time. It is our hope that during this time
students will benefit from being with different students than their typical classmates, and get
more individualized time with teachers who are focusing in on a specialty area (mental math
talks, technology, and creative writing). In math, we have wrapped up our multiplication and
division units and are moving into fractions and measurement! We want to wish everyone a
happy mid-winter break!

Fifth grade is planning a trip to the museum of science in March. In April, we’ll be traveling to
Allegheny for an outdoor day. Right now, we are working feverishly to perfect the musical
which we perform next week on Monday and Tuesday. The students and teachers are getting
very excited!

Academically, we are working on fractions in math and moving back into fiction in Workshop.

Music

The music room is a busy place right now! We are in full swing with the musical, and props and
costumes are "decorating" the entire space!

This January we focused on music literacy and spent several lessons reviewing the music staff,
letter names of notes and learning how to use "solfege" (do-re-mi, etc.) to read music for
singing.

With the younger students, we are learning to echo patterns on solfege and the students are
improvising their own patterns to go with our songs. We've also talked about the instruments
of the orchestra and did a brief overview in preparation for a more in depth unit, later this
spring.

We now have a classroom set of recorders for the 3rd graders and a classroom set of ukeleles
for the 4th and 5th graders. | presented at the Erie County Music Educators Association
Conference last Friday and was able to also attend a session with Dr. Jill Reese from SUNY
Fredonia on teaching the ukelele in a classroom music setting. | will be teaching the recorder
and uke sessions this spring to our older students.

The next two weeks will be all about the musical! We are learning about our musical and
exploring the story and music for The Magic Tree House: Pirates Past Noon, Kids. | am reading
the book to our younger classes and interspersing music, movement and video clips to bring the
story alive for them. It is a very exciting time in the music room and the students' energy and
engagement is quite a joy for me. :)



My recent presentation at the Music Educator's Conference was in collaboration with the
Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra's Education Department. | serve as a consultant to them and
help write the lesson plans and concert programs for the youth education concerts. Once | get
through musical season, | would love to visit the PTO and discuss the possibility of working in an
annual field trip to the BPO for Ellicott students. These concerts have come a long way in recent
years. They are highly engaging, often soliciting student participation through movement or
body percussion, and include pre-concert lessons for the music room that are aligned to our
NYS learning standards for the arts, as well as ELA standards. | have collaborated with the BPO
for over a decade now and my former students, in Ken-Ton, greatly benefited from the
opportunities we were able to create with the orchestra. This year, the BPO graciously sent a
visiting artist to teach one of my third grade classes. They are testing out a new format for
bringing musicians into schools and offered me the opportunity to be part of the pilot program.
| would love to continue these sorts of collaborations as we move forward. Orchard Park is
known for its incredible instrumental programs. The BPO Education concerts, curriculum and
guest artist collaborations are great tools for motivating, inspiring and engaging our younger
students who are about to have the opportunity to learn an instrument in school.

| thank the PTO for all of your efforts and support of our students. As a new teacher at Ellicott, |
continue to be impressed by the quality of education, collaboration and support for students
and teachers | am experiencing in this school community. It is a great place to work!

December Computer Lab News

Many of the sites | mention can be found at my website: www.mrsstott.com.

Kindergarten: We began two new programs this month. Math Seeds is similar to ReadingEggs
but has a focus on Math that is set at their personal level. Lumio also focuses on math skills.
They are both available on my website for students to play at home. ! We also watched a
couple of “Clicky” videos from www.NetSmartzkids.org. We learned how to be safe with
strangers.

Grade 1:We reviewed two programs this month, Math Seeds and ReadingEggs. They focus on
Common Core Math and Reading Skills. Students took a “quiz” so they could be placed in the
game at their level. We also created Valentines for Veterans using Pixie4. This was good
practice for our two hand typing. They did a great job!

Grade 2: We used Google Classroom and Google Docs to write New Year’s Resolutions. We
learned how to safely search for and add an image using the Google Docs app. We also created
Valentines for Veterans using Pixie4. They did a nice job using their two hand typing!

Grade 3: We used Google Classroom to open a Google Doc . Then we used Google Docs to write
New Year’s Resolutions. We learned how to change font style, size, and color as well as safely
search for and add an image using the Google Docs app. We also used a site called Tagxedo to
create a “Word Cloud”. These became our “Valentines for Veterans”. What a nice job they did!
Grade 4: We used Google Classroom to open a Google Doc . Then we used Google Docs to write
New Year’s Resolutions. We learned how to change font style, size, and color as well as safely
search for and add an image using the Google Docs app. We also used a site called Tagxedo to
create a “Word Cloud”. These became our “Valentines for Veterans”. They did a super job!


http://www.mrsstott.com/
http://www.netsmartzkids.org/

Grade 5: We used Google Classroom and Slides to complete a shared slide show called “What’s
your Dream?” We shared our dreams for the world and our future. | am impressed with how
good they are at using the Google platform! We also used a site called Tagxedo to create a
“Word Cloud”. These became our “Valentines for Veterans”. They really made them look nice!

Parent Volunteer Coordinator’s Report- Jennifer Duff
Family fun night is approaching so baskets are beginning to be coordinated. Volunteers are still
able to do online training.

Reports on Upcoming Events
-Chocolate Sale Nicole Chelus, Julia Serenka
The sale ends tomorrow. A reminder was sent out last week.

-Dr. Seuss Day Erin Schneckenberger, Liz Duckham

We have begun planning. For Grades K-2, we are looking into having a read along with
costumed character. For grades 3-5, we are considering having the students a battle of the
books or classroom challenge and the winning class from each grade will have a book donated
to the library that they can all sign.

-Science Night Liz Duckham, Nicole Avitahl-Curtis, Seshi Campbell, Krissy Crawford

Will be held 4/26. A Sign Up Genius will be emailed out in April. Other avenues of finding
volunteers at the high school were discussed. The science night will have a hands on
demonstration from the Lego robotics club, UB’s Spectrometry club, Reinstein Woods, Museum
of Science Star Lab, and many more hands on experiments.

-Author Visit Rachna Clerici, Barb Lesh, Liane Roy

Will be March 19-23. The authors are a husband and wife team, Martha Hamilton and Mitch

Weiss. They'll be doing performances for each grade, and then classroom workshops with all
classes grades 3-5. The kids will have the opportunity to win lunch with them on Thursday or

Friday. Book sales will be happening ONLINE ONLY through the MySchoolAnywhere app, flyer
coming soon. More information to follow.

-Family Fun Night Michelle Hudak, Sandie Palzewski, Liane Roy

Pig Belly Entertainment is providing Giant Twister, Giant Jenga, Pin the tail on the donkey,
longhorn lasso, a bunch of group games like tug o war and potato sack races, rattlesnake
roundup, pixel play or strike a light. Also, they will be bringing Itti Bitz ice cream. There will be
two Balloon Brothers this year, and a henna/glitter tattoo girl. A possible act for the main
entertainment is Nickel City Reptiles but there is some concern about finding a large enough
quiet space.

Updates
-Newsletter Tiffany Hsu



Our first virtual newsletter was sent out and we are hoping to have the newsletter out
approximately one week after the PTO meeting.

-Box Tops Tiffany Hsu We received a check for $1411. We will have a third collection this year.

-BET Update Erin Schneckenberger, Erin Mastroianni

Ideas on preventing bottlenecking at parent pickup were discussed. We are asking for patience
at pickup for everyone’s safety. The recycling project has culminated in the formation of a
Green Team to look into ways to increase and promote recycling at Ellicott.

-Nominations

Chairs and coordinators of PTO events have been asked to write a short blurb on their position
to make it easier to recruit new chairs. We are still in need of a nominations chair. If
interested, please contact Caren Chaffee.

-Board of Education- Ren Choroser
There will be a meeting next week. Nothing to report.

Meeting adjourned. Next meeting on March 8, 2018 at 6:30pm.
Minutes respectfully submitted by Erin Mastroianni, Secretary.



